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Preface 


İn a Bense, letters are more revealing of the workiag of the mind of a leader than 
statemcnts and speeches. Not only are letlers usually more specific than statements and 
speeches; they also address themsetves to particular problems, reflectîng the writer's re- 
actions to and views on them. Besides, letters enable a reader to compare and contrast 
the position taken up by two persons in correspondence with each other, and their res- 
peetive approach on a certain issue and hence provide a betler clue to the working of 
their minds, and to a proper understanding of their deep urges and motivations, their 
ideas and ideals. Apart from thıs the correspondence of Quaid-e-Azanı M. A. Jinnah 
with the leaders, the Viceroys and the authonties bas historical importance. The ârst two 
editions of his correspondence were brougfat ouC by the present author in 1943 and 1966. 
İn the foreıvord to the second editioo, Mr, Altaf Hussain, the former Editör of the Dawn 
stated: 

'Tn reoent years a few books have heen pubüshed which are in the nature of his- 
torical accounts of the struggle for Pakistan; and biographies of the Quaid-e-Azam 
have also been attempted. İn some of the publications the subjective approach of 
the author has tended to projece itself into ehe narrative; and a satisfactory and 
objeetive bîography of the Founder of Pakistan stili remaıns to be written. For those 
who have attempted the task the maîn difflculty has been availability of fuU and 
authentic souroe material. 



Historical accounts of alL freedom movemeats, and particuLarly of a movement 
which culminated in the emergence of a sovereign and independent new State— 
now populated by we1l över a hundred million pcople—should be objective and 
impersonal not only while narrating the $equence of events but also when describing 
the policy, the personality, the activîties and the achievements of the Leader. Be- 
fore many more years elapse the generation of Pakistanis who lived through, or 
participated in the Movement and the struggle, will gradually pass from the scene 
and a new generation take their place. Forthisyounger element a compJete and we]l 
documented history setting forth the genesis of and the raison d'etre for Pakistan 
is as important as a correct portraiture of the Great Leader who brought the Müs¬ 
lim struggle to a triumphant and resounding conciusion. 

Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada has made a signihcant contribution to a proper under- 
standing of the Quaid-e-Azam by the generations of today and tomorrow by bringing 
out this new and enlarged compilatîon of some of the most important correspon- 
dence of the Founder of Pakistan. Of the letters published in this volüme, perhaps 
the most revealing are those that wereexchanged between the Quaid-e-Azam and the 
leaders of Hindu Indîa like Mr. Gandhi, Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose, Mr. Jawaharlal 
Nehru, as also Sir Mirza Tsmaîl and Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, They brmg 
out the Quaid's straightfonvard, resolute and at the samc time reasonable approach 
on ali questions, and they highlight the opposite characteristîcs of those who were 
ranged against him. The latter, it wiU be seen, responded to the Quaid's sincerity 
with dnuble-meaning and hypocrisy, and to his straightfonvard propositions by 
evasions and not unoflen by attempts at outrightdeception. İn his replies to the 
letters of misguided Muslini 'Nationalists' and similarother people, the Quaid-e-Azam 
clearly pointed out where they had erred and hovv they were playing into the haads 
of those who vvere attempting to trap Muslims into accepting Solutions which would 
have led to the enslavement of the entire Müslim nation in a so-called united İndia 
ıııled by the ruthiess brüte force of a Hindu majority. It is becuase the Quaid 
remained, to the last, untrapped, thal Pakistan today is free. 

Not less revealiag are his exchanges with the last but one British Viceroy of İndia, 
Lord WaYell. The Quaid-e-Azam önce told this wntcr that he had never come 
aeross an Englishman ‘so slippery as Wave]r and this is clearly borne o jt by the 
Jmnah-Wavell correspondence, particularly the Quaid’s Jetter to Waveil dated 
31 st July 1946, in reply to AVavelPs Ictter of 22nd July.” 

In this edition, an attempt has been made to inciude ali the important letters the Quaid 
wrote or received which were not available earlier. Almost ali the letters throvv some light 
on politîcal developments in İndia and on the evolution of his politics, The letters cover 
a period of three decades—from 1918 to 1948—teli the story of the Quaid’s transformation 
from an ambassador of Hindu-Muslim unity to the Champion of Pakistan. The last momen- 
tous decade of 1937-47, ia more fully covered. The exchanges he had with the British on 
the one hand and the Hindus on the other durîng this period show how be came to occupy 
the unique position. 



Now, a word about the presentatîon of Ictters in this volüme. Instead of putting 
them in the chronological order, the Icttcrs have been reproduced in alphabetıcal order 
on and around the leader with whom the Quaid exchanged letters. It is truc that in or- 
ganizing the correspondence in this manner, the reader is made to Jump from one period 
to anothcr as he goes through the volüme serially, but the present method has an advan- 
tage whıch more than compensates the lıttic inconvenience causcd by dojng violencc to 

A 

one’s sense of chronology. It facılıtate making the correspondence topic or issue—oriented, 
with alt the letters on a certain issue or relatmg to certain regions or problems grouped 
logethcr in one place, and the reader is spared the trouble of wadıng through pages after 
pages looking out for the reply to a certain letter. This arrangement also enables the reader 
to have a better insight into the approach of the Quaid as well as of his correspondent 
in regard to specihe ıssues and episodes discussed in the letters. 

in order to enhance the importance of the work, it inciudes fascimiles of some letters 
from eminent leaders like Maulana Mohammad Ali, Pandıi Motilai Nehru and Subhas 
Chandra fiose, and of the Quaid’s letter to Khawaja Haşan Nizami which is perhaps the 
only letter bearing the Quaid’s signature in Urdu. 

For the convenience of the reader, brief biographical notes about the various leaders 
have been included. 

It is hoped that this collection wı!l contrıbute to a better understanding of the great 
leader, and the role he played ın shaping the history of our times, especıally in the creation 
of Pakistan. 

Fmally, my thanks arc due to Mr Rafique Akhtar for the pains he has taken in the 
publication of this edıtıon. 


Karachi 

\Ath August 1977. 


SYED SHARIFUDDIN PIRZADA 




Mourr PLUS4NT POAO, 

MALABAR HILL. 

5Xh N«Twber 1943. 

Dear Mr. Sharlfuddln, 

1 haTe r«c«lTed your lettar of the 3rd 
of Noreaber 1943 and l hara no objectlon to 
your publlshlJi£ tho cellectlon of ^y corres- 
pondence wltiı dlfferent Leaders en Indlan 
Felitical affalra «hlch has already appeared 
İn the Freofi froa tlae to time. 
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1ı Hastingfl Boad, 

Nev Dalhi, the 7th Harch, 193B. 


Bear Ehavja Haşan Nizami, 

Viih refarence to our interaiev regarding your 

fornıng and atarting Mualım Information Service, I agree 

vith you that there ia a great need for auch an Agency, 

And If ii ia properly managed and conducted 1 have no 

dûubt it can render very great service to the Muaaalmana 

« 

of İndia vho are at preaent almost vıthout any Press, Tour 
acheme vlll play a very ısportant part \n the preaent 
critical junciure of the polıtical movement of the country 
İD vhich the Nusaalmans must and are deetined to play an 
effectıve part, lour past experıence in the journalisiıc 
career is veli knovn and in the management thereof you 
hava dieplayed great abılity, lou bave stood on ali occasion 
by the Tital ınteresta of the Mussalmans, I hope that your 
D9V Tenture vili fearleesly and strenously aupport the 
policy and the programme of tte All-India Muslin League. 

I viah you every succesa ın your nev venture. 


Tours Bincerely, 



Khavja Kasan Nizami, 



t. 
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Auguat 2, 1926, 


My dear Jlnnah^ 

I do not ktıow If thla letter wlll reach you but I take ny chance 
aa İt la uorth >dılle. 

Under aeparate cover I aend you roup;h proofs of the report of my 
Commlttee ao far recelved from the Press. Xf anythlng more is recelved 
İt vrLll be Inciuded. Three chapters are stili to come, viz. V. İndlan 
States, Chapter Vl-other proposals, Chapter VII- Aecommendatlona for 
the Constibutlon. The chapter I am sendlng you are really the ınost 
İmportant. I draw your apecial attenclon to the facta and flgures 
about the Punjab and Bengal which are dealt with in the body of the 

I 

report from page 43 and in the appendices These have opened 

the eyea of both Hindus and Muslims in the two Provlnces concerned and 

a. 

there are already slgns ofAdesire on the part of each community to 
reverse ita position İn regard to reservation. The resolutlon of 
the İnformal conference I called, set out and dlscussed at pages 50 
et segr , was algned by the persona >d 2 ose names you vlll find at 
page 26, besides the raembers of the Commlttee Inciuding Ali İmam 
and Shualb, In additlon to these many Muslims have since been 
consulted by one or the other of the signatorles to that resolutlon 
and a strong volüme of oplnion has grown in favour of our recommenda- 
tion agalnat reservation for Müslim majorities. In his resolutlon 
moved in the Bengal Council yesterday by Abdur Rahim he wlsely dropped 
both comnıunal electoratea and reservation of seats and voted against 
Fazlul Haq” s amendment for separate electorates. Soma of the lead^ 
ing Hindus İn Bengal are now pleadlng for reservation of seats under 
the pretence of helplng thelr Mohamedan brethren but İn reality to 
save themselves from the Müslim avalanche whlch they think wlll İnevlt. 
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ably descend upon them at the polis If no reaervatlon is mada. But 
the strangest development that has takan place is that of ali comnıu- 
nltles İn Indla the Sikha ara now thlnklog of havlng reaervatlon for 
thonselves İn the Punjab. They ara puttlng themsalves İn the same 
category as the Müslim mlnorlty in the U.P. Thia merely showa the 
confuBİon vfhlch the bomb shell of actual facts and flgurea hava brought 
about. I am aorry I cannot aend you the mapa of the Punjab and 
Bengal shovdng the Müslim and Hindu sones İn thesa Provlnces at a 
glance. The İdea of these mapa occurred to me rather lata and 
they are not yet ready. 

I muat not omlt to mentlon that Shualb la now trylng to back 
out of the İnformal conference resolutlon. On reçelpt of a letter 
from hİTD saylng that bhere waa somr misunderstandlng TeJ Bahadur 
and 1 vtrent to Patna to have a conference wlch Ali imam. The part 
of the report on this subject I 3 the result of that conference and 
M opinion is dally growlng in İta favour. 

1 am sending you the advanced proof eo that you may be fuUy 
posted up before you land İn Bombay. The fate of thls report and 
İndeed the whole constltuclon depends upon the attltude you take 
İn Bombay. I am told your boat is due to reach Bombay on the 24th 
August and for thls reaaon I have at the request of Sarojlnl post- 
poned the Lucknow meetlng from the 25th to the 2f)th Auvust. As the 
sesalon of the Assembly beglns from the 4th Septamber it la not 
poasible to delay the Ali Parties Conference longer. There İs a 

proposal that the varloua Müslim bodles should meet at Delhi on the 
25th and the followlng days to consider our report, I cannot say 
If İt wlll materlallse. But I beg you to reach Lucknow lateat on 
the 29th morning. I do not think I can profitably add to vrhat I 
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have sald İn the report at tbis stage and will therefore 
content myself vrith requestlng you to consider the report 
very carefuliy. Another request I have to make İs that you 
wlll not commlt yourself agalnat the report wlthout glvlng 
me an opportunity of dlacusalng İt wlth you. The repoırt 
wlll be Issued to the Press and the publlc on the I0th and 
I Intend soon after to vlslt a few places İn the Punjab to 
cultivate oplnlon. 

Yours sincerely, 


M.A.Jlnnah,Esq., M.L.A. 

İ8t Saloon passenger, 

?mk 0. Outward bound Steaıoer, 
(Due at Aden from Marsellles) 
on or about 19th August. 

ADEN. 


P 



Sysd Sharifuddtn Pirzada with Quaıd-e-Azam Mohammûd Ah JiMoh and Mr, M K Gandhi. 













MR. ABBAS KHAN 


20th Novembcr, 1945 


My dear Quaıd-e-Azam, 

I beg 10 inforın you that T have tendered my rcsignation to His Excellency thc 
Governor on tke following grounds. 

(1) The period of my pact ıtt the N.W.F p. Coalıtion Cabinet expıres wıth the 
life öf the prescnt Assembiy; whıch ıs about to take place and I am now quıte free to 
act as 1 İlke; 

(2) I believe m the princıplc and programme of the Müslim Leaguc and the 
ideal of Pakistan for whiclı the Müslim League stands, 

(3) İt is wrong for any self-respcclıng Muslini lo co-opcrale vvith the Congress, 
which is a Umdu organısatıon; 

(4) 1 have jomed the Müslim League. Tt has given me ımmense pleasure to join 
tİıe Mııslım league to serve the Müslim Nation. Hcnceforth J pJace myself at the dısposal 
of the oıily leader of the Müslim Nation, Ouaıd-c-Azam, and to act m the interest of 
Musalmans in anv way that you may decm proper. 


Yours sıncercly, 
M Abbas 

* V ♦ 


Peshavvar, 

November 22, 1945 

Dear Mr. Abbas, 

I am m reccjpt of your lettcr of November 20, and 1 thank you for ıt. I notc 
your rcasons for having jomcd thc Muslini Leage and that you assure me that you wıll 
serve the Müslim Nation. 1 furthcr thank yon for the expression of your confidence and 
trust in my leadershıp and I hope that you wıll paly full part in thc organisalion in a spırit 
of selfless service, ın thc ınterest of the Muslini Indıa and for the achievemeul of our goal 
of Pakistan. 


Yours sıncerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 
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SYED ABDUL AZIZ 

Hyderabad 

24th Septembcr, 1941. 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

A line to say how you are Will be most vvelcoıne. You were not quite fit and 
strong recently and bence this anxious cnquınes about your health. 

Where ıs the recent League session likely ta be hcld at Calcutta preferably in 
Deccmber? It will do immense good to Fazlul Haque. 

With kindcst rcgards to you and Mısa Jinnah 

Your very sincerely 
Syed Abdul Aziz 

« • « 

26th Septcmber, 1941. 

My dear Aziz, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 24th inst. and I am glad to infonn you tbat 
1 am quite alrıght now. 

As regards the ncxt League Sessions your suggestion ıs worth consideration 
and we are thinking m the same direetion. 

Hopıng you are well, with kind regards. 

Yours sincerely 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* • • 

Hyderabad 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 24th October, 1942. 

You latcly asked nıc whcther eating or sellıng of pork was pena] oTenoe here, 
there is no law or prohıbıuon about İt bul ehe sacrifice of cow during fiakr Eid is tbrbidden 
out of regard for the scntıoıems of Hindus. 

H. E. H. is anuousiy awaiting your draft and has twicc made cnquiries from 
me about ıt We also thınk that while the matter ıs fresh in your mind the draft may be 
recasted noı^ for your are likely lo be more busy iater. 

Wıth kındest regards. Yours sincerely, 

Syed Abdul Aziz 
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“Nepean House” 

Nepean Road 
Bombay. 

My dear Mr. JinnaJı, lOth September, 1944. 

Today beıng the 21st Ramazan, which has a special importance and vvhich you, 
with the rest of Muslims, are observing I am sending for you and Miss Jinnah a rew dishes 
of “^ftar" prepared in Patna style by my cook who önce felt highly flattered and proud 
when you expressed your appredation of some of his dishes during your stay >vith me 
at Patna in December 1938. 

I am stili ili but have been able to fast today. My conditionis almost unchanged 
since you saw me last. 

I intend to retuın to Patna about the end of next month. People there are pressing 
me to do so. 

] am, with the rest of India, eagerly looking forward to hear satîsfactory result 
of the momentous talks between you and Mr. Gandhi. No two persons of emincnoe 
are fîtter than, or as fit as, you and Mr. Gandhi to solve the political problems which 
have so far defied a seltleıtıcnt. Tt is impossibie to satisfy every one or cvery group but if 
an agreement is reached betıvcen you and Mr. Gandhi, at Icast, on the majör issucs morc 
than half the baltle would be won for the freedom of India and ali that is good and prac- 
ticable for it 

I pray for your continucd health and vigour and success of the task in wiuch 
you are engaged, 

Wıth best wİ5hes 


Dear Mr. Aziz, 

Many ihanks for your very kiııd thought m sending me “Aftar”. It was very 
nice mdeed, and I ence more express my appreuation of the skill of your cook in preparing 
these dishes. 

I am exteremly sorry to hear that you are slıll ıll. I would have come to see you, 
but you know since my return from Northern India I was laid up, and now I am very 
busy, being engaged in conversations with Mr. Gandhi. Thank you for your good wishes. 
As you are here tili the end of next month, 1 shall take an early opportunity, as soon 
as I am free, to cali on you. In the meantime 1 sıncercly pray that you may get better 
and fully recover from your iliness. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Yours Sincerely. 

Syed Abdul Aziz 

1 İth September, 1944 




Nepeon House, Nepeon Road, 
Bombay, 26th Deceraber 1944. 


My dcar Mr. J/nnah, 

1 am stili very ıll and suffer from disabılıties whıch have made me unfit to take 
part or interest in any affaırs. My physical pain, though ıntcnse, palcs before my ıncntal 
agony whıch arises from the fact that I am leading a uselcss and ınactive life. Death is 
far preferable to thıs miserable exıstence, but I am helpless. I can kili neither myself 
nor the dısease. I have not impro\ed since you saw me last about two months ago but 
my physıcians conlinue to gîve assurances that I would get wcll. 

İnspıte of my sufTenngs 1 desire to cxpress my vıevvs on a question which is 
not only uppcrmost m your mind and in the minds of many others but is one in which you 
are morc deeply absorbcd than any mdividuaî or group in the country. It has caused you 
infinılcly grenler anxıcty, embarrassment and annoyance than to any one else. 

Thcre arc two prayers whıch î oflen olTcr. Fiıst that you may live to be, at least, 
a ccnicnaiıan in gt'od Health, and sccündl>,that llıc chıcf aim of the Mushms under the 
banner of ihc Muslini Lcaguc tnay bc achıevcd ın your life time. I, hovvcver, alvva^s ask, 
m common svıtlı ınany Muslıms, the tci'ible qutstıon, what wıll Iiappcn when you have 
complctcd the span of your iıfe. though, by gracc of God, ıt ıs sure to be a very long one. 

It h verv painful for ınc to say and nıay bc dcprcsvıng and disgusfing fer you 
to İKMi* That I have come to bclıcve tliat Pakistan ıs nıost unljkely to be aîîaıncd under 
prcvailmg condıtums m your time thouph you have brought ıl nearer the grasp. Nor ıs 
ıt at ilil certam Ihııl Muslıms, as ıhcy are or even m a hltle morc advanccd State of uniiy, 
solıdnrity and rc'.ourcefulncss, \vill bc ablc to lake advanlage oflhe new status and eyercise 
theır lOvcreıgnly wılh vvısdom and sacnfıce unless thcır İcadcrs are dıftercnt from what 
ıhcy are now or unîesv unotlıer Jurnali ıs born whıch happy and fortunalc event ıs not 
likely to take placc f<«r, at least, Hfly ycars lo eome. Some Muslırrs wıil bc coaxed, some 
vvıll be cücrLcd lo accepf ıhe domınafion of the Hıntius or Ihe Bntışh cr both, and some 
wı]J suncnder thcır ın.lependence and good sense to serse iheir seîfish ends. The dc- 
generacy of the Muslıns vvıll, I fcar, be quıckcncd by the dcmoralısıng elfect of the pre¬ 
seni form of democracy. Self-scekers vvıll bc proıninent and vvıll indulge ın povvcr polıtics 
even at Lhc ruinous cost of theır communıly. Worst kınd of parlnerslııp, pcrsonal jealousy, 
and ınlcrnal conflıets vvıll anse and therc vvıll be general dısıntegratıon m Ihe natıon. 

1 rejoice aı the soiıdarity and publıc spınt of the Musiims vvhıch forlunately are strong 
at present but they are not strong cıiough to overconıc or prevent the evıls that vvıll sur- 
füund and sııfl'ocate them ın your abscncc. Tbere vvıll alwavs be, in future, as thcre are 
now, some very .ıblc, sıncere and selfless Muslıms citJıer as eaders or follovver» bur they 
vvıll be svvamped and swcpt off as they vvıll neither have influential Press, nor adequate 
funds, nor suhîcıent number of vorkers devoted to the causc. If vvc become much better 
organısed and permanenily unitcd on a prınciple, and prepared lo vvork harder and make 
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greater sacrifice things would be different, but the prospect of this consumation in near 
future seems to be poor. You may pcrhaps say that I havc drawfi a very gloomy picture 
of Muslims and have becoıne a victim of pessimism. It is true that 1 am a pessimist but 1 
am so as regards the present and near future. 1 am an optimist about their position in the 
long nın. They are destined to be a leading nation. 

1 therefore suggest a course which seems worthy of your consideration in order 
that the Muslims may immediately get the benchit of your labour, foresight and states- 
manship before they begin to slip down the comparative peak on which you have placed 
them and lose the fruits of the efforts and sacrıBces they have made under your guidance 
and inspiration. My suggestion, if it could be givcn effect, wih, I think add considerabfy 
tc their strength and opportunitıes to advance the interest of the Muslims and sene the 
country generally without abandoning their uJtimate goaJ of absoJute independence in 
the form of Pakistan or in any other shape. I suggest the exploration of the foJJotving 
possibilities 

1. To form coalition governments both in the provinces and at the centre 
between the Lcague and the Congress, provided, in the Central Government equaJıty 
in the number of—members bctvveen the Muslims and the Hindus is secured after alloting 
a certain percentage of rcpresentatıon to Sıkhs, Christıans and Parsis. 

2. People of the scheduied castes should be considered and countcd as Hindus. 
They are in fact so and are claiıncd and recogniseü as such by the casle Hıudus and the 
Congress. 

3. The fîrst Minîstrv at the centre should have a Hindu as the Prime Minister 
wıth equal number of Hindu and Müslim Minıstcrs for three years. The second Ministry 
for a simılar penod should be fornıed wıth a Müslim Prime Minister and equal number 
of Hindus and Muslims in the cabînel. That the Lcague and the Congress Government 
at the centre should lemaîn in povvcr for the hrst and the second period stated above 
during whıch no motion of non-confıcience should be moved or if moved and passed be made 
effeetive. 


4. That this arrangement of joint centre and coalition govemment wıli last 
for 6 years in ali after which the Muslims and the Hindus will have the option to review 
the situation and either continue this 6 years pact or make another settlement or separate 
by Muslims having the Pakistan estabUshed on the terms to be determied now. 

6. As soon as the setilcnıcnt on the linç indicated above is made, the Lcague 
and the Congress unitedly will demand the releasc of political prisoners except those 
who have bcen found guilty of heinous erime. 

6. The Lcague and the Congress wıll also demand, and if givcn, accept the 
Dominion Status for İndia with povrers of seoession from Britain. 
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7. Pcnding thc grant of Dominion Status which should be csublished after the 
War is ovcr, as soon as possible, thc Lcague and thc Congress should framc a constitution 
for the whole of British fndia and also for Pakistan and Hindustan in case the separation 
is decided upon by the Muslıms or the Hindus. The constitution should inciude the tcrms 
of the treaty which will havc to be made wıth thc British and also perhaps with the Indian 
States in view of the nceds of the defcnce, the trade and commerce and the International 
situation. Provision will have to be made to safeguard legitimate interests of the British 
for suciı period as may be considcred fair and practicable. 

8. A scttlement on thc lines 1 have suggested may not be cnvisaged with great 
hopes, but it is possible that the Congress may realise its folly and unfaimess and sooıe 
of its obstınate and most influential İcaders may bc persuadcd in theır own interest to ıneet 
the just demands of the Muslims, and the British also may give proof of theır good inten- 
tion to wlcome a settlement between Hindus and Muslims and readily declare the Inde- 
pendence oflndıa m thc form of a Dominion regarding which they have pledged themselves 
repcatcdly. 

9. To makc the pact aceeptable to the British they will have to be assured 
that full and real help will he gîven to War elforts by Coalition Govcnunents. 

Neither you nor 1 would ever have supported thc schcme and demand of Pak¬ 
istan if thcre wcrc an alternative better than, or. as good as, partitıon calculated to cnsure 
peace, progress and freedom of ali communities and advantagc to whole of İndia. But 
not only the vast bulk of polilıcaliy mınded Hindus and their entire Press have becomc 
victıms of prejudıce or Ramraj hallucmation and have aJ]owed themselves to be swept ofT 
their fect by wavcs of faisc scntimentalism but cven the British or the Government of 
İndia and AngJo Indian Press are eıthcr opposcd to or lukewarın regarding Müslim de¬ 
mand in spite üf their knovvledgc and admissıon in respect of the havoc played by thc 
Congress and genuinness and reasonablene^s of Muslims fear of permanent rule by a com- 
munal party. 

Tragic truth ıs that nght has often to surrender to might. The British would 
rather yield to Congress than to League not because of former’s moral or sou! force but 
bccause of lis malerial strcngth, power and resources. Indian Governments Wüuld, with 
impunity and rcadincss.punish a Müslim poJiticaİ offender but—would shrink fronı doing 
so m the case of a Hindu for sımilar offence. If the League had done what thc Congress has 
been and is doing the former wou[d have been an ana-thema and a completely crushed body. 
The British seem to act up to the adage, though worn out and morally unsupportable, 
that One may stcal a herse but the other may not even look över the gate. 

One vkv/ may bc rhat by seeking or making u compromise on some such terms 
as 1 have proposed the ideal—and ıncentıvc of the Muslims for organising, unifying and 
strengthening themselves to gain freedom wıU be vîrtually destroyed. The reply is that the 
goal will not be abandoncd and a temporary settlement at thıs stage wıll not—only improve 


6 



the position of thc Musljms but will lead to and facilitatc eıther the elımination of BritJsh 
and Hindu domination and create a new United Indîa in which there wılL be equal op- 
portunities and frecdom to ali classes of pcople for progress and prospcrity with their 
fundamental civil and religious rights secured, or to the early establishment of Pakistan. 

The difhculties of securing Pakistan, though it is good for ali, are great at pre- 
sent but they vvili be much greater later not only by our own \\eakncss and shorteomings 
but alsu by thc acts and attitude of the British and thc Hindus. 

The British wı11 do nothing under thc existing circumstanccs. İt is, however, 
feared, perhaps, not without foundation, that they might yield to Congress in some from al 
the expensc of the Muslims regardless of their ciaims and the great and remarkable 
contribution madc by them to war efTorts. But it is highly improbable that the British 
will do so. They will not tnake a settlement with only one party-cither the Mushms or thc 
Hindus—and give up their present happy and advantageous position. Not are the British 
likely to anlagonise and exasperate the Muslims by lettıng them down when thc latter have 
gıven enormous help to the best of their power in preventing fresh enslavcment of İndia by 
a new power and in saving the freedom of England which was scriously impenlleü. They 
cannot ignore the fact that Muslims have bccome a power to be reckoned with. 

>Vithout meaning slightest disparagement to Sapnı Committee 1 do not think 
any practical and acceptable solotion of the problcms that confront us wıll ccnerge from 
it. Leagüc alone with thc wisdonı, sobncly, adn fairness of its greatest leader—yourseif- 
can produce a practical solution—tempoıary or permanent —of İndia’s political problem. 

I nced not apologise for troublıng you with this long lelter written in publıc m- 
terest under the belief and knovvlcdge that you welcorne suggestion from an old coworker 
and fricnd. 

1 was intending to Icase for Patna by the end of thıs month but thc nature of 
my complamt necessitates avoidence of mtense cold vveather which will be prcvailıng 
in Patn-ı tıll thc end of January. 1 shall ıhcrefore arnve theıe ın thc firsi or sccond week 
of Februar>, 

I am shıfting from here to a fricnd's hou.^e on 30th Dccembcr and vvıll remaın 
there for a rew wceks I shall send you my ncw address, latcr, 

1 hope you arc quite fit. 

Wiüı kınd regards, 


Yours sincereJy, 
Abdul A7İZ. 
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ANNEXUR£ “A” 

Sital NivaSı Walkeshwarı 

Bombay, 

19th January, 1945. 

My dear Mahmud, 

Since your relcasc from detention there wcre reports of your iliness which wcre 
disquieûng for your friends of vvhom I am one of the oldest. Though you and 1 have 
differed in Politics and your field and nature of public activities havc been different in many 
respects from mine our affectionate regard for each other has happily remained unaffeeted. 

I am very glad that your healeh is improving under the treatment you have 
adopted, but you also need rest and rccrcation. You must not reJax your effbrts to recovcr 
fully or participate actively in such public affaırs as may retard the progress you are mak- 
ing. 


Since, hoNvever, during your stay at Sevagaram you can, I presume, freely con- 
tact Mr. Gandhi who is fond of you, l cannot restrain mysclf from askîng you to take up 
the que5tîon of Hindu-Mulım unity with him and concentrate on it your attention exclu5i- 
vely and strive wiıh ali your energy and resounzes for a seUlement beLween the League 
and ihc Congress by convincing Mr. Gandhi on certain points urged by Mr. Jmnah, pro- 
vided, of course, you agree with what I anı suggesling later in this letter. You, I know, 
in common with many other sîncere and farsıghtcd well wishers of Jndia, rcalise the trans- 
cendent ımporantce of Hmdu-Muslim problem and the urgeney and prudcnce of solving 
it without any further delay. 

Ali eyes werc focussed on Gandhı-Jmnab talks held ın September last and those 
wJıo cxpccted, not wıthout reason, that the confabulatıons of the two greatest leaders 
vvili yıeld satisfactory result werc intcnscly dısappointed. 1 vvas one of the optimisti bul 
the failure of tlıe national negotiations for the time being has not trans formcd me into 
a pessimıst especially when both Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Gandhi have publicly declared 
that the breakdovvn was not the hnal end of thcir effort. İt was an adjoumment sine- 
die. Almost aJl secUons of the peopJe are hlled wjth anxiety and many of tJıcm with dismay 
and despair by the c.cr-ıvıdeıung gulf betwecn the Hindus and the Muslims and the 
delay in reaching an agreement bctween the League and the Congress över questıons 
which cannot be postponcd indchnitcly wılhout danger and inereased conıplexitles. The 
problcms are diflkult but Ihcy do not defy a solution. Ft is reassuring that the onJy two 
persons who can re&olvc the difTerences and deliver the goods have not ceased to be per- 
turbed by the present sıtuation and intend to mect again to tackIe it. Mr. Jinnah, as 
reported in the press, is preparcd to go to Mr. Gandhi anywhere he may fix for this noble 
cause. They can make a fresh appıoach to the questions with the advantagc of the clari- 
hcation and elaboration madc of certain important poiııts ın their recent talks. 

İt seems to me as it does to many others that the break-down was due not so 
much to Ihe disagreement över the question of Pakistan, since the principle of division is 



accepted by Mr. Gandhi, as to his inability U> describe, with a view to a compromise even 
on a temporary basis, a type of iaterim provisional govcınment al thc ccntre vvhich wül 
be free from elements of com/nunal domination. Stili more unfortunate was his persis- 
tent proposal of immediate grant of independcnce to İndia treating it as a single national 
unit and provisional government to be of Federal character responsible to the Legislature 
in which Hindus being 75% wiU form an overwhelming majority regardless of the distrust 
and opposition of MusJims. 


Such a government is to be invested with immense power and choioe, 

(a) to frame the constitution 

(b) to set up a commission to demarcate contiguous dıstricts Tor Pakistan. 

(c) to set up a Doard to deal with the vital questloas of Foreign AfTaırs, Treaties, 
Defence, Commerce, Communications, and Customs. 


Could such a one sided provisional government bc accepted by Mr. Jinnah, or 
the Mushms, or anyone representing them uniess he ignored the realıties and ceased to be 
practıcal? Let us, to realise the fact that Hindus do no tru&t the Muslims any more than 
thc latter trust the former, rcverse the posıtion and propose for the ccntre a government 
calling it national with the Müslim majority in the Cabinet which will be responsible to 
the Legislature composed of 75% Müslim members and thıs government to have ali 
the powers indıcated by Mr. Gandhı. Can anyone doubt that such a scheme has to be only 
describcd to be rejected totally by the Hindus? İt is a greatfpity that repeated requests 
made by Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Gandhi for statıng the composition of a provisional govem- 
ment, the way of making it, its power and responsibility and other elements, rcsulted 
in repetition of vvhat is envisaged in the fateful rcsolution of August 1942. 

A settlement may, perhaps, be faciLitated at the nexl Gandhi-Jmnah mecting, 
if held, I hope sooner than Üter, hrstly, by avoiding discussion on two nation theory, 
and sccondly, abandoning the demand for formal wıthdrawal of Jagat Narayan Lal's 
rcsolution adopted by Ali İndia Congress CommiUec, and 1942 August Resolution passed 
by the same Committec, and thirdly, by acceptıng Mr. Gandhı's contention and daim 
rcgarding his negotiation in personal capacity. 

As for the hrst it is unnecessary for Mr. Jinnah to daim natioııhood for the 
Muslhns if it upsets Mr. Gandhi, who may on rcflection realise ıhe futilûy of denying it 
when it is a fact which is admitted in various qııarters by non-Muslims also that Muslims 
are a distinct and separate people from Hindus otherwise the problcms which confront us 
vvould not have arisen. Secondly, on a settlement being made between the Congrcss 
and the League contentious portions of the two resolutions referred to above virtually and 
automatically becomes negatived and nullihed. 
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Regarding the third point, so far as the procedure is concerncd Mr. Jinnah 
is Tİght in drawing attention of Mr. Gandhi to the practicc and necessity of negotiating 
a settlement with an authority from the contending parties but Mr. Jionah wıLİ, as he did 
on the last occasion,waive the formahty and proceed with the business or let both of 
thcDi try to rcach an agreement in their individual capacity. No one will be misled by this 
for we ali know that both possess extraordinary power» and influence to get the agreement 
arrived at between them accepted by their respective parties. 1 can confer with Mr. 
Jinnah, if necessary, and I am almost sure that he will agree with me on these points. 


Some of the things which are transparcntly cicar are:— 

(1) That the schcme of independence which has come to be termcd “Pakistan” 
has sunk in the minds of Muslims and nothing can persuade them to abandon it at the 
pcril of bcing dominated and exploited permanently, as they believe, by a non-Muslim 
party or parties, except, probably, the success of agreed suitable joınt centre which ahould 
be experiınented from now to obivate the necessity of separation. 

(2) That the Muslims will not fight the Britîsh to sccure National Government 
of Congress conception so far promulgated but they will fight either smgly, if forced, to at- 
tain freedom by cstablishing Pakistan or jointly, m unboundcd prefercnce, with the Con¬ 
gress on a compromise to create Soveıeign stales in certain areas for Muslims and in 
another areas for Hindus. 


(3) That the colossal losses and humıhation of İndia will continue until a settJe- 
ment is madc and that no price is paid to Muslims in accepting the fundamental pnnciple 
of Pakistan ^^hen they want no more freedom and status for themselves than for Hindus 
with a guarantee to give reasonable satisfaction to ali ımportant seetions of the poeple. 
Even if in the opinion of some from sentimental point of vjew any sacrifice ıs involved 
it would never be too great considenng the enormous advantages which will acerue to both 
by separation calculated to promote with certainty nelghbourly and friendly relation and 
prospects of ıncreasing cordiality and coopcratioı. 'vîth non-Muslims m many Important 
roatters of common concern. 


(4) That it ıs a delusion to believe that the British either of their own accord or 
influenced by some foreign countrles or overawed by Congress will not only suırender 
their preseni advantageous position but wıll aiso attempt to coerce Muslims to sacrifice 
their nghts and abandon their just demands in defercnce to the wishes of the Congress. 

(5) To make the pact, if made between the Congress and the Lcaguc, acccptablc 
to the British an assurance will have to be given by the contraeting parties that full and 
real hclp wıll be given to war efforts. 

suggestion, therefore, is that endeavours may be made to reach an agreement 

as follows:- 



(a) To form coalition Governments both in the provinces and at the centre bet- 
ween the League and the Congress with equaUty in number of Hindu and Müslim members 
of the Central cabinet after allotting a certain percentage of representation to Sikhs, Chris- 
tians and Paris in the said cabinet, but Scheduled Castes will be treated and countcd 
as Hindu s for they arc in fact so and are claimcd and recognised as such by caste Hindus 
and Congress. 


(b) That the hrst Ministry composed exclusively of İndians at the Centre should 
havc a Hindu Prime Minister with equal number of Hindu and Müslim Ministers subject 
to the provision for three important minorities as stated in (a) for a penod of three years, 
and the second ministry for a simılar period should be formed with a Müslim Prime Minister 
subjcct to the provisions stated above. 


(c) That the coalition Government at the centre should remain in poweT for 
the hrst and second period stated above during which no motion of non-confidenoe should 
be moved or if moved and passed be made effeetive. 


(d) That this arrangement of Joınt Central govemment will last for six years 
in ali after which the Muslims and the Hindus and others will havc the option to rcvicw 
the situation and eıther continue this sjx years pact or make another settlement or separate 
by Muslims having the Pakistan established on the details tu be discussed and delcnnined 
later vvithout prejudice to the seheme of Pakistan and accepting ıts prmciplc now. 

(e) As soon as the settlement cm the line indicated above is made the League 
and the Congress >vıll unıtedly demand the release of polıtical prisoners and adopt such 
common course as may be decided upon by the Muslims ur the Hindus. 

A six years pact is suggested m V’ew of the time that ıt may take for the ncw 
constıtution to be framed full> ın ali its apsects and other things to get ready for free 
fndia to funetion under a new govemment by indians. İf cvery thing got ready in shorter 
period the change in ihe go-ernance of India can takeplace quicker. İf my proposal outlined 
above could be accepted even with such modıhcatıons as Mr. Gandhı and Mr. Jinnah 
may make no change in the pıesent constıtution wıll be necessitated except to provide 
for replacement of Huropean members of the Central Cabinet if suilable İndians of ten 
years administrative experiencc could not be founü to salısfy the existing rule. 

No country can oAen produce two such remarkable contemporaries as Mr. Gandhı 
and Mr. Jinnah who I am sure wıl[ not rest tıll they have brought about unıty among the 
various .scetions of the people not only for polıtical purposes buı also for social happıness 
H'hich is gradually disappearıng. Mr. Ghandhı's life long missionlo bring about unıty bet- 
ween the Hindus and the Muslims has not with ali his goodwıll and endeavours, achıevcd 
success ın the İcast so far. The tragic trulh is that the sıtuatıun in many important respects 
has tremendously deteriorated and the disunıty between the Muslims and the Hindus, 
bitterness, antagonism, misunderstanding and distrust, are far greaıer than ever beforc, 
and the relation threatens to get even worie if the prcvailıng conditions continued long. 
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Mt. Gandhi with his muititudinous virtues and exceptional qualities of courage, 
power of endurance, sense of sacrihce, unprecedented hold över the vast masses of the 
Hindus and cxtraordinary iniluence with their ciasses can easiiy make a settlement with the 
Muslinıs without nınning any risk of incurring unpopularity with his people or defying it 
önce convinced that he was doing the right thing to tcrminate the present dlsastrous 
disputes. 

I have moved in this Hindu-Musiım naatter inspite of my physicaJ suiferings due 
to prolonged iliness, for three reasons. First is my inncr urge caused by the gravity of the 
situation and the importance I have always attached to Hindu-Muslim unity. Secoııd reason 
is that in the course of my conversation on this ali absorbing subject with Mrs. Serojini 
Naidu, who kindly called to see me as I am ili both during Gandhi-Jinnah talks and 
after they wcre över, she asked me repeatedly to convey my views to Mr. Gandhi who 
welcomes suggestions on perplexing problems. I told her that I was not üt to take active 
interest in public affairs and was not agreeable to communicate my views for what they 
may be wortheithcrdirectlytoMr. Gandhi or through the press. I, however, promised 
conditionally to make my proposals in a private ietter to her when she oüered to discuss 
them personally with Mr. Gandhi. 1 could not, İ regret, wrlte to her particuiarly because 
she is for sometime lately touring about to keep public engagements. And, thirdly, no 
one now could be a betler medium than yourself since you are at Sevagaram and as 
anxious for a settlement betwecn the Congress and the Leaguc as anyonc else. 

My proposals contained in this İetter have been made purely in my mdividual 
capacity without any authority or knovvledge of Mr. Jlnnah or any one on behalf of the 
Lcague. I ceased, by resigning, to be a member of the League since I accepted ofSce in 
the Executive Council of H.E.H. The Nizam in the beginning of 1940.1 retired Trom my 
service in April last owing to my ili health and have not been able to take part in public 
matters. My physical pain, though intense, pales before my mentol agony vvhich anses 
from the fact that 1 am leading useless and inaetive life. İt wil[, therefore, apart from other 
conskJerations, be a great solace to me if I could through your good offices and public 
spirit get a favourablc response from Mr. Gandhi before whom you may place my İetter. 

If 1 could know Mr. Gandhi's reactlon to my proposals and receive any message 
that he may deem proper to send to me 1 can discuss it in greatest conüdence with Mr. 
Jinnah wbo oocassionılly comes to see me owing to my iliness. 

With kindest regards, 
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Yours very sinoenely, 
Syed Abdul Aziz 



Prîvate 


ANNEXURE «B" 


Sevagram WaTdha, 
21 st January, 1945 


My dear Aziz, 

Many thanks for your kind letter which 1 received yesterday. I wrote cqually 
a long reply but on second thought I propose to tackIe the main point in your letter. We 
generally losc sight of the maln points in arguments. 

I aın as keen on Hindu-Muslim settlement as you or any body can possibly be. 
I am staying here to do whatever I can towards that settlement. 

In November last T discussed the same point which is the main point of your 
letter of the 19th ınstant, with Gandhiji and got the same reply from him which I got 
again yesterday. 

Wıthüut entenng into argument with you I wish to say that Gandhiji wjll be 
always wılling to settie on the basis proposed by you. vız. that interim Government com- 
posed of an equal number of MusUms and Hindus be formed after providıng for other 
claims. That I think is the gist of your letter and the reply to ıt does not requıre any 

further elucidatîoa. If this is agreed to the main stumblıng block is removed then the 

other pomts of your letter remam a mere matter of dıscussion and can be di‘icuscd bet- 
ween Mr. Jınnah and Gandhiji and a solution satisfactory to both can be found. 

Ali this of course wıthout any prejudıce to Pakistan proposal, 

I have shown your letter to Gna.lhıjı and he has seen this reply too. I have his 

blessing in this matter. This means a great deal tor those who know hım 

If you wish to wnte ag.ain p 'ease üo so. Kındly treat this letter as striclly private. 

If nothmg comes off this attempı even then you ınay kındly send me a İme bv 
post lo say that the matter bc regarJed as dropped. Hopıng you are doıng vvell. Dr. Sharma 
I understând has poMponed his \isit to Bombay lill the lOth February, 

P.S. I may add there ıs no mental reservation m this matter. It is svholehcarted, 

Yours very sincerely, 






* 


Sved Mahmud. 


Sıtal Nivas, Walkeshwar. 
Bombay 

3rd February. 1945. 

My dear Mahmud 

On 22nd January l received your letter of 2lst in reply to mine of I9üı January. 
I thark you very rnuch for it 1 am sorry abouı the delay m acknowledging and 
anss^ering it. 
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1 am bedridden in agonising pain whiciı is almost constant, 1 voluntarily subjected 
myself to a great strain in writing to you a long letter whlch 1 thought might have the effect 
of produdng a fresh opportunity Tor Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah to have another talk 
'with greater chances of succcss in solving Hindu-Muslim problem. But 1 legret 1 am unable 
to pursue the subject in the present State of my body and mind. Nor can 1 be of any use 
for it sees that Mr. Jinnah would not move in the matter unless an authorized and 
accredited Hindu leader of the Congress commenced the negotiation. 

I, however, believe that the prospect of a settlement acccptable both to the Leaguc 
and tbe Congress is considerably enhanced by Mr. Gnadhi’s whole-hearted support, 
though expressed in the form of a blessing as reported by you, to some of my main 
proposals. But who is to take the initiative with an authority? I can do no more than 
pray for an early solution of the problem. 

I hope you are getting better steadily. 

Yours truly, 



Syed Abdul Aziz. 


My dear Abdul Aziz, 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HiU 
Bombay. 

İst February, 1945. 


I am in reccipt of your letter of January' 23rd, enclosing a copy of the corres- 
pondence that has passed betwecn you and Dr. Syed Mahmud, and l have alsc received 
your letter of January 31st reminding me that you are waiting for a reply. I was not able 
to attend to the matter, as 1 have not bcen vvell, but I am glad to say that I am aow much 
bclter, 

I regret that you should have adopted this course without giving me any previous 
information about it. Whi]e 1 do not for a single moment doubt your good intentions, 1 
gather that you have been misled by Mrs. Naidu, and had you becn in close touch wıth 
the policy of the All-Indja Müslim League, I am sure you would not have followcd the course, 
which is opposed to our declared policy that we cannot have anything to do with any 
Congressite MusÜm who isin the opponents’ canıpand has done his very worst and is stili 
doing it against our causc. We consider these people, without mincing words, as traitors, 
1 have made my posıtion repeatedly clear, that 1 cannot öpen ncgotiations >vitb anyone 
except an authorised, accredited Hindu Leader of the Omgress. I am really surpıised when 
you ask if thcre is any foundation for the rumour regardmg Liaquat Ali—Desai negotiations. 
Evıdently you have not read Ndwabzada Ljaquat Alı's denial and the statement that was 
issueü by me a few days ago, which is probably duc to the fact that you do not read news- 
papers regularly, as you told me the other day. Please do not misunderstand me, but 1 
can quite understand your State of mind, as you have now for a iong time been stricken by 
this ailment of yours and almost bedridden, and 1 am afraid you have not been able to keep 
in touch wıth the developnıents that have taken place and are taking plaoe. 


Thanking you for your kind enquiries about my health. 
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Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 



MOULANA ABDUL HAMID KHAN BHASHANI 


Ghagmari 
Fakirganj P.O. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah DT Goalpara (Assam) 

You may remember that in 1937 wlıen 1 met you at Lucknow you very kindly 
promised to visit Assam when it situatcd your convenience. You were good enough to 
repeat the promisc when I saw you in Bombay in 1938. You have visited ali the provinces 
except Assam. If we get two months netice, we shall be ready to organise Ali İndia session 
of the League in Assam. Tf you propose to hold the League session aİ5ewhere we should 
like to hold Assam Pakistan Conference in this province whichwe expect you to graoe by yom 
presence. I shall be grateful if you would please let me know when you can conveniently 
visit this province? 

Praying to Allah for your contînued good heahh. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Abdul Hamid Khan 


« * • 


10 Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

8th December, 1941. 

Dear Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan, 

^ Many thanks for your letter. I am very thankful to you that you people will be 
ready to orgnise and vveleome the sessiona of the All-Indıa Müslim League in Assam. 1 
am inciined to think that it is bigh time that the sessions of the League should beheld 
in Assam. I wiU finally let you know withiıı a very short time; and as you require two months' 
notioe there is time. In the meantime please let me know wJ\at should be the time you sug- 
gest, bearing in mind that usually we hold the sessions durıng the Easter Holidays and also 
the place that you propose. 

If it is decided upon that the League sessions should be held in Assam, then the 
question of Assam Provincial Conference wili not arisc. 

Thanking you again, 

Yours sincerely 
Jinnah. 
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Hamidabad 
Fakîrgunj P.O. 

Goalpara Dİ (Assam.) 

Dcar Mr. Jınnah, 15th December, 1941. 

Many thanks for your kind letter and your readiness and inclination to hold the 
League session in Assam. Easter ıs quite unsuitable to us, as we shall be having rains in 
those days. Tt is impossible to hold the session önce rains set in. 

As regards the place Hamidabad (Ghagman)—a villagc is the only place where 
we can hold the session. It ıs m Goalpara Distnct,which is bordering on the fiengal dıstricts 
of Rungpur Doğra and Mymensing. Raja Sahib of Mohmudabad presıded över the Assam 
Provincıal Müslim League Conference there and he knovvs the place. Holding the Ali Indıa 
League Session m a vıllage vvili be a unique thing in the history of the Müslim League 
but 1 must teli you beforehand that we shall not be able to provıde amentıties to which out 
leaders from towns are accustomed. They should be preparcd to bear the discomfortri 
of a vıllage life for three days—the life which our masses live ali the year round. 

Yours Sincerely 


« 




* 


Abdul Hamid Khan. 


Assam Provincıal Müslim League, 
Divısıonal Office, 

Gauhatı. 

llth December, J944. 

Dear Quaid-e-Azam, 

Hope and pray to Allah that you are doing well in all respeets. 1 am glad to learn 
that the All India Session is goıng lo be heid at Lahore. Here in Assam work of the Müslim 
l>eague is progressıag salisfactonly by the grace of Allah. 

Bul İt ıs of great regret that the problem of landless Musl m has taken a scrious 
tum recently due to the antagonistıc attıtudc of honourable Sir Syed Mohd. Saadullah 
in the matter. The congressıtes have becn making all possıble efforts to stop Pakistan 
by all means. The recent policy laid down by tlıe Saddullah govt. wıth dırect all landless 
pcople immediately The figures so long furnished by the Assam govt. to the Central 
Govt, IS all bogus as baselcss no law has yet been sett^ed with the landless. Al! these are 
being sıded by Sir Saadullah. The more strange and regretable matter is that Sir SaaduJah 
did not cxeTcise his vote m favour of any candidate in the last bye elcction of the Central 
Assembly though he was present at the polling station. More över there are ample 
credence ü^at he has antanogised the League—nomince m this clection. 

J am worl<ing sincerely and hope and crave for your good wishes for our success. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Abdul Hamid Khan 
(President, Assam Provıncial 
Müslim League). 
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Bombay, 

26th Deoembcr, 1944. 


t 


Dcar Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan, 

I am in receipt of your letter dated Dccember llth» and I thank you for ali the 
information you have fumished me. 

Yours sinccrcly, 

M. A. Jinnah. 


Divısional Müslim Leaguc Office, 
Gauhati. 

Dear Qaid-c-A2am, 20th Dccember. 1644. 

Arrangements are being made to hold the Assam Provincial Müslim Leaguc 
Gonference at Nowgong towards theendof January.Landsettlement problem is becommg 
very serious and acute. At this juneture we need the advice and guidance of a man of Nawab- 
zada Liaqat Ali Khan's position and experıence to gukle us and advice us after acqauintıag 
himself vvith ali the facts. Government is apathetic. We are proposng Nawabzada Liaquat 
Ali Khan as the President of our Provincial Confercncc. Would you Jcindly arrangc that 
Nawabzada be available to us at this critical time. 

It has bcen keen desıre of tbe people of Assam that you should pay them a visit. 
May w€ cxpect you to grace the Conference with your presence. 

Yours Sıncerely, 

Abdul Hamıd Khan 
President Assam Provincial 
Müslim League. 


Dcar Mr. Abdul Hamıd Khan. 


Bombay. 

30th December, 1944. 


1 am in receipt of your leiter of December20tb, and I am sorry to say ihat owing 
to previous commitmeuts it is not possible for mc to come to Assam to attend your Pro- 
vmcial Müslim League Conference. 

As regards your approaching Nawabzada Liaquat Ah Khan, you must get in 
touch with him diıcct. If is not possible for me to arrange his movements frem here. 


Yours Sinoerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Barpeta District Müslim League 
Office: Pakistan Road, 

Barpeta. (Kamrup) 

March 6. 1945. 

My dcar Quaid-e-Azam, 

Throügh thc Press, something of the plıght of the Müslim immigrants in the 
Koimari Reserve, of the Barpeta Sub-Division must havc reached you. I am addressing 
vou today, with the expre5S purpose of mforming you in detaii about the tragic State of 
affairs in which the Muslims of this sub-dıvisıon ın partıcular and the province in general, 
have to exıst. I hope you will give thıs problem due thought and considcration and guide 
us, poor Muslims in thıs provmce, with your ever unfaılıng knowIedge and wisdom. 

As regards the recent shooting ıncıdent whıch took placc m the JCoımari reserve 
on the sıxth of February 1945, I may bc permılted to say a few words about the reserve 
ıtsclf. This reserve is sıtuated at a distance of about twe[ve miles from Barpeta to^^n and 
has an area of about 18,000 Bıghas. There areonly about 2300cattle heads there and calculat- 
ıng at the ratcs fixed by the Government these cııltlc rcquire an area of about 8,000 Bighas.. 
The locdl officeıs whü werc empovvercd by the Government to procccd with settlement by 
an order passcd during about the nıiddle of February 1944. had found about 10,000 Bighas 
which could bc thrown öpen for setıİemcnt. Allurcd by the prospect of getting lands and 
driven by erosıons some landiess immigrants (745 famılıes) came to this partıcular re¬ 
serve about four nıonths back and started cuJtivation there. They ereeted some huts also 
The graziers, beıng Hındus, sent a Celcgram to the Dcputy Commissioner, ıt appears, about 
the end of January 1945, iıoJding out fears tJıaf an ımmcdıatc breach of peace was lıkely 
to occur. The Deputy Commissioner mstructcd thc sub-Deputy CoIIector to procecd to thc 
Reserve.He went there on February 3 and was iiccompanied by the Officer in charge Barpeta 
Poliçe Statıcn. Somc huts were beıng constructcd vvhen the S.D.C. reached the spot. He 
got six or seven huts demolıshed,and told the immigrants thac there \vas no possıbılıty of 
any land bcing granted to them there.Some of the ımmıgrantspartly tlıroughfear and partly 
due to a feeling of resignıng to the will of God, gave hım an assurance that they would 
vacate the reserve vvıthın seven days. Thıs undcrtakıng was ın \vriting. A sectıon of armed 
poliçe, consjsting of six constables and one Havıldar, vvas Jeft there on the spot. Only 
three days had elapsed atncc thıs incident that thc poliçe constables a^ked one Darogh Ali 
co varate his house immediatciy. He vvas telling tht constables thac seven days time had been 
allo'ved to tlıem and that they would clear o/f dunng that period. Thcn one ccn^table 
rushed inside the hut and dragged the vvife of Darogh Alı. Darogh Ali naturally raised 
alarnı and called for help. His cousın Cheeku came to his rescue and became very much 
excıtcd in sec a constable dragging his brother’s wife.A scuffie foIlowed,in whıch a constable 
got a minör iııjury. The poliçe got enraged and opened fire upon these tvvo innocent people. 
They suffered gricvous mjurıes and were rcınoved to Hospital. The poliçe al&o retired 
to the poliçe station on the same day. Both sides lodged complaints and on thc 8th pro- 
oeeded a Magistrate to the Spot to hold a judicial inquiry. The officer ın-chargc of the 
Barpeta Poliçe Station also accompanied hım. Unable to collect the frightcned people. the 
Magistrate played a nasty tnek. İt vvas gıven out that the Magistrate had come to apportion 



land to the laııdless. Thus duped, the mnocent unsophisticated p>eople came round near 
the magistrate. He had nothıng but abusc for the now gathered people. The order came from 
the Poliçe Officer to tie as many as 63 persons with ropes used m tying buffaloes. Thus 
posted and huddled together at a *khuti* (sleeping yard for cattic) these 63 persons were 
indiscnminately beaten wıth Lathis, pasted with boots and treated to blows at the hands 
of the Poliçe, whıle tJıe Magistrate was playing the traditional Nero. They wcre then givcn 
to understand that they had becn put under arrest, were takcn to the Poliçe Station and 
later released on baıl. Meanwhile, takıng advantage of the abscnoe of the male members 
at the spot, the Hindu Graziers took the law into theır own hands, set hre to some houses, 
demolıshed some, lootcd the property inside the houses, burnt sevcral copies of the Holy 
Our'an and mal-trcaled the children and women folk causing ınjuries to scveral A veri- 
tdble reıgn of anarchy prcvaliad ın the locahty. 

The Graziers no\v became so bold that they ventured to take the assıstance of hire- 
lıngs and burnt to ashes 26 out of 32 resıdential huts in the adjoıningsettled vıllage of non- 
cadestral Fıngus and as in Koiman belaboured the people. grievously wounded onc man 
and threc children, looted the property,destrovcd standing erops and Icft bumıng at least 
three copies of the Holy Qur’an. It was on the lOtlı, after whıch both Fingus and Koiman 
became almost desolate İt may be meııtıoned whı)e ali thıs happened ihc Muslims kept 
absolutely non-violent. 

Responsıblc Müslim Leagucrs personallv vısitcd the localıty and submitted re- 
ports to the Government officcı. 

What and who ııuıy bc resı^msıble for the ’.vholc metler? To my mind the reply 
as İt appcars ıs thıs: the ever vacillatmg land polıcy of the Government of Assam at whosc 
hcim sıu a Müslim League Preınıcr and the Govcrnn.cnt Ofticıals of whom are biascd 
and unsympatJıctıc to\^^ı^ds the imm»gr:'nt Muslİms conııng from Dengal. 

Whonı shall vve appcal lo?-the As.scn'.hly, Premıcr,lhc Cabmet are deaf to our 

agonies. In the absence of' a fresh election the people of the provmce arc ımpotcnt. 
We look up to you Qaide Azam, For champıoning the cause of the fallen, the irodden 
folloNvcrs of İslam in Assam. 

1 hope you have fully recovered from >our leccut indısposıtion. 


Yours ın İslam, 

Abdul Hamid Khan 

Pıesidcnt Assam Provincial Müslim League. 
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25th March, 1945. 


Dear Sir, 

I am in receipt of your letter of March 6th and it is a very painful account to 
read of the situation. What advice can 1 give you? I have been impressing upon the Musla- 
mans for the the last six years, day in and day out, that the only remedy of most of their 
troubles lies in their own hands. If the Muslims are organized. Consolidated and stand 
unitedly, I have no doubt that not only such things will not happen, but we wıll realize 
ali our aspirations. İn the absence of the fresh electlons the people of your Province are 
impotent, then what can your Qaid-e-Azam do with people who are stili impotent after 
six years of hammering? With ali my heart and soul I sympathize with you and you are 
quite right that in Assam Muslims were dead. Immediately I heard of the tragedy described 
by you, I wired to Sir Mohammad Saadullah and Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhari. In their 
reply they gave me their report and the assurance that the matter will be immcdıately alten- 
ded to. But whıle I have said ali this I do not want you to despair or become despondent. 
Our cause is honest and rightcous. AVe may have to go through the sulferings and sacrihces 
and so organize ourselves. Out of ashes the true folloıvers of İslam in Assam will rise with the 
nobJe spiril of İslam that will sweep away the traitors, hirelıngs and the quİ5İings amongst 
us. Face your opponents with power and organ ization whjch wi]l be irresistable. 


Thank you for your enuiries about my health. I am much betler and much to my 
sorrûw the doctors have odvised me strictly to have complete rest for some time to come. 
Ihave hadsimilar break downs but this one was far tooserious to ignorc. God wiUing 
as soon as 1 am restored to my normal health 1 shall play my part actively in the service 
of Müslim İndia and İslam. 

Yours faithfuUy, 



M. A. Jınnah. 


MOULVI ABDUL HAQ 

Grand Hotel, 

Siuıla, 

Dear Sir, 23rd September, 1937. 

I am glad that you are taking very kecn interest in the affairs of the Mussalmans 
and particularly with regard to Ihc qucstion of Hiudj-Urdu controversy. You know that 
the session of the All-Indja Mııslim League is fixed for the 15lh, I6th and l7th October 
to take place at T.ucknovv and 1 shall feel extremely obliged if you could attendthe mectiug 
of the Council of the All-India Müslim League which will also take place there. As I am 
sure we should like to hear your well considered vievvs and opinion with regard thıs con¬ 
troversy and 1 feel that it will assist immenscly the Council of the All-India Müslim League 
in forming a deflnite opinion with regard to this important question of language; I hope 
that you will make ıt a poınt to attend the session. 

Yours sıncerely, 

M. A. Jinnah 

-ın 



My Dear Matin, 


MR. ABDUL MATIN CHOWDHRY 


25th March, 1931. 


I was so pleased to hear from you. Weü 1 have come to thc conciusion that I 
can be more useful here at any rate for the present. The centre of gravity is here and next 
two or three years London will be the most important scene of Indian drama of Consti- 
tutlonal reforms. However I am coming to India in August in any case and shall consider 
how the land lies then. You must have got a copy of the blue book shofving what my attitude 
was at the R.T.C. 

(1) ResponsibiİJty at the Centre provided Hlndu-Muslim questlon is settJed. 

(2) Federation if it can be genuine real one not artiflcia] or hctitious. 

(3) Safeguards oıüy those whîch are necessary to the interests of India. 

(4) Defence-a dehnite seheme which will lead to India taking it över v/ithin a rea- 
sonabfe time. 

1 have not agreed to safeguards proposed not to the ali India Federation on the 
lines so far explored. These two questîons require ali the çare and statesmanship to handle. 

Now, with regard to thc Assembiy. Well 1 am glad to find that you and others have 
such regard to me. I apprecıate ıt more than 1 can express in words. but 1 can think I can do 
more useful work here at present. 

You must have read that they have decided to hold a meeting of thc Federal 
Strueture Committee here in summer and R.T.C. soon thereaftfir. I thınk our people if they 
are well advised shoııld not allow any dclay but agree to meet here in May, and proceed 
with the R.T.C. sûon thercafter. Our opponents are playing for üme and wish to put oif 
the matter and we should not play in their hands. 

Hopiııg you are we[l, 

With best regards 

Yours sinccTcly, 

M. A. Jinnah. 

• e * 

Private and Confidential. 2nd March, 1932. 

My Dear Matin, 

İt never rains but pours so suddeniy. I have got two letters from you one after 
the other. I was pleased to hear from you and leam the news Do keep me in touch with 
ıhings. Of course we got news every da> of Üıc bappenings in India but it is not the same. 
Yet onc can read betvveen the lines. The Musalmans must stand United and I agree that 
there should be one organisation. 1 hope you would succeed in the amalgamation seheme. 
İF the Müslim leaders know how to play thcıı cards. I am sure the community will get 
what they want and afıer ali il is not much. You cannot live on safeguards, but on your 
owa merits and exertions. The Community is very backward and has to make up a lot. 
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As regards the Hindus I think the> are very JİJ-advised not to concede to tJıe 
Mohamınedans thcır safeguards. They are creating more dlfüculties in their own way and 
postponing the day vvhen Tndia shall get her freedom and very much strengthening those 
who are opposed to Self Govt. However, thcre it is! The only course opento the Musalmans 
now is that they must wiLh one voice stand by 14 pomts and not be made a tool in the 
hands of anyone. Responsıbilıty at the Centre provided our safeguards are incorporated 
in the Constitution. But do not fail ınto the trap of Provıncial Autonomy flrst and Central 
responsiblity wıll be considered later. It will not succeed. The Britısh want our co-operation 
and supportj it can onJy be on our safeguards pius responsibjJity at the Centre being agreed 
to. If Hindus want our co-operation and support it can only be on their agreeing to our 
safeguards and self Govt. Within the British Comnıonwealth of Nations we cannot support 
one or the other except on these terms. If we are not wanted by either, let them do what 
they İlke and we shall not be a consentıng party. 1 am sure they cannot ignore 80 mıllions 
specially, if they stand together to organıse themselves. Wjth kind regards from my sister 
and self. 


Dına js at school. 

Yours sincerciy. 
M. A. Jinnah. 







West Heath House* 

Wcst Heath Road, 
Hampsted, N.\V. 3. 

İst December, 1932. 

Dear Matın, 

Many Ihanks for your jcttcr whıch was very useful as you e.tplain matters so 
cicariy. 1 had comc to the same conciusion, reading between the liııes. But now things 
are clear and 1 understand the Allahabad Agreement better. 

As regards the Confcrence, well I can’t add mudi to my lorecast which haj aJready 
appcarcd in the Indian newspapers. Wcll, ıt wou’t be long before wc know the achieve- 
ments. I hope yon wıll regualary writc to me and keep me in touch wıth what is going 
on. Ottow.-\ Quesııon will be decidcd before you get this. Of course whcn pcople are 
divlded, whaı Ğo you expect7 It is the fate of İndia. 

AVıtlı kmds legaMs from Mıss Jinnah and myself. 

Yours sinccrely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 
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Dear Matın, 


VVest Heath House, 
West Heath Road, 
Hampstead, N.W. 3. 
30th March, 1933. 


My congratulations. i was so pleased that you havc succeeded in gettıng the 
Deputy Presidentship. 

As regards other matters, I thank you tbı ali the mformatıoıı. Yes, I have received 
a tclegranı, and of course I appreciate the compliment paıd to me by the League, but 1 
cannot return to India before December next. Besides I don’t see what I can do there at 
present. You very rightly suggest that I should cnter the Asscmbiy. But is there much hope 
in doing anythıng there TThese are questions which stili make me fecî that there ıs no room 
for my Services In India, yet I am sorry to repeat, but there is no chance of doing anythıng 
to save India tıU the Hmdus realisc the true posıtion. It is wıthin their power to change 
the situation. The rcactıonary forces mııst and will flounsh They are increasıng and wıU 
gain more and moıe ground. Musalmam are dirven awa> and must not fail into the hand of 
our opponcnis. The key is held by the Htndus and they alone can tum the tide by a wise 
and bold stroke of Policy. The posıtion with regard to the future constıtutional developnıents 
ıs obvıous. Provıncıal Autonoıny only. Federation will remam suspended in the a’r. The 
Hmdus are being foüled. But hy chancc any schenıe goes through, it will bc worse than 
what ıs at preseni and those who aıe now supportıng will find that they have been deceived. 

Thank you for your suggcstion that I should try and stand for elcctıon as Sir 
İbrahim is going to resıgn. WcII! I can't say tiJl I come to India as I am due m December, 
at any rale for a few months. 

1 gather from the newspapcrs that the Hindu altidue ıs changing ıhough sonıewhat 
slowly, but things are moving too fast here; and it wouId bc too late. 

İt is said that ali out cRorts havc gonc m vaın and there ıs a tremendous set-back, 
but at present there is nothıng to save the situation. We are not capable of swıft actions, 
and loo slow to retrace our steps. It is inorganıc state of socıely and divided political 
schools of thought that is rcsponsıblc for it But do keep me ın touch vvıth things. Yours 
Ictters are very informıng and most useful to me. 

Wîıh best wishes from us ali. 

Yours sıncercly, 

M. A. Jinnah. 
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West Heath House, 

West Heath Road, 

Hampsteadp N.W. 3. 

Dcar Matin, 27th April, 1933. 

I am in receipt of your and I am sorry to hear that my rcply to the Moslem League 
was disappointıng. But you see how indefinite things were. 1 was asked to come to İndia 
but to do what7 There is nothing concrete. Beside there is not much to be done there. 
The differences and division are much deeper and gettıng worse. The public opinion 
such as there is in india is at sixes and sevens. The things cannot be put right now for con- 
siderable time. England is going ahead and forging a Constitution for İndia, taking advan- 
tage of the situation. There will not be any substantial change in the white-paper. The 
only thing that remains now is to take away the hnance by means of a kind of Reserve 
Bank and Raılways by establishing a Statutory Railvvay Board. After that the legislature 
having its wings clipped would be put in a cage. This is the pıcture I see, but it does not seem 
to dawn on our leaders. Welll They say every Countıy gets the Government it deserves, 
so we are no cKception. 

With kind regards from us ali. 

Yours sincerely. 

M. A. Jinnah 




« 




Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 3rd December, 1941. 

Wc are very anxious to leartı that you are not keeping good hcaJth. Hope you are 
better now. 

1 do not know what you have decided about the venue of the annual session 
of the League. Dengal situation may demand that you hold the League session there. Moulana 
Abdul Hamid Khan, one uf the most ınhuential and energatic leaders in Assam who met 
you at Lucknow and Bombay and other workers are very keen that the League session 
be hcld in Assam. Provided two ııumths time is given they would bc ready to orgamse ît. 
Failing that they want to hold an Ali Assam Pakistan Confercnce on any date that vvould 
süit you. It is fssential thaı you should either tnaugurate it or preside över it. Could you 
givc us an approMİmate idea when we can expcct you? 

Are you thınking of callmg any meeting of the Workmg Committee in view of 
the Bengoi situation and impending development ın Congress politics? 


My complımenLs to Miss. Jinnah. 


Yours sincerely, 
Matın. 



10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

8th Deccmber, 1941. 

My dear Matin, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 3rd inst. I am sorry for the dclay asi wa8 
not welL Many thanks for your kind enquiries. I am glad to say that T ammuch bettcT 
now. 

Yes, I have received a letter from Moulana Abdul Hamıd Khan and I am glad 
that you people are prepared to welcome the sessions of the All-India Müslim League in 
Assam, provided two months’ notice is given to you in advance. I am inclined to accept your 
invitation, but I will let you know finally. Pleasc let me know in the meantime, on what wıll 
be the siutable time for holding the sessions in Assam. According to our usuai time Easter 
Holidays are the most situable days. Please also let me know at what place do you propose 
to hold the sessions. 

I am also writing to Moulana Abdui Hamid Khan. 1 need not say that I am very 
thankful to you for the invitaion to hold the sessions in Assam. 1 think it is high lime that 
we should go to Assam. 

Wjth kind regards from Miss Jinnah and myself. 

Yours siiicerely. 

M. A. Jinnah. 


* 





Dear Mr. Jinnah, I5th Decembcr, 1941. 

Received your letter Moulana Ahdul Hamid also rcceıved your letter and you 
must have received his reply alsn. The posıtum is hke this. 

I he questıon of învıting League session was discussed in the meeting of the League 
Council held at ShiIIong on the 14th inst. The Councıl ds a whoIe consider the attempt 
far too ambıtiouN but Moulana Abdul Hamid, who has a stoul heart and wondcrful or- 
ganisıng capacıty was prepared to shoulder responsıbilıty and sought the cooperation of 
the Council. They gavc hım their blcssings. 

The League sessıon ıf held in Assam will have certain novel featurtîs both conveni- 
ent and inconvement which I want you to be appnsed of from the beginning. Ali the League 
council members are prepared lo give their support and co-operation to the Moufhna 
but his personal influence and organising ability v^ill be the mainstay. Hamidabad Which 
is Moulana’s villlagc, in a locality över vvhich the Moulana exeTCİses great influence. is the 
oniy place where the Moulana thioks that by exercjse of his personal influence he wül 
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be able to make arrangements Tor holding the session. There being no other alternatıve 
offer of venue, Hamidabad had to be selccted. It ıs a village hve mıles from the town of 
Dhubri across the Bramputra. It is not very far from the Bengal borderand large contingcnts 
from Bengal can attend. For accommodation of Dclegates huts will have to be extcmporised, 
sorae of the usual amcnitıes of the town will be abscnt and respectable delcgates wül have 
to adjust them-selves to some of the mconveniences to which they are not inurcd. This is 
the inevitable drawback of holding the session in a village whcre communication aİM; is not 
very good. Yet thousands of people will undoubtedly attend and from the poınt of view 
of the attendance Assam session will not suffer in companson with other League sessions. 
This will be a session organised by league vvorkers, without much support from the rich 
people whose number amongst Muslims in Assam are not many. Our worker5 argue that 
Müslim League being a mass movment, our leaders should not grudge the inconveniences 
that they may be put to during their short stay, ınspite of the best effort of the local workcrs 
—League session in a village is a novel experîment and if the Leaders are prepared to put 
up with the inconveniences workers here are ready to do their best for the success of the 
session. 

As raıns begin eariy in this province and it ıs out of question to hold the session 
önce rains start, Easter is out of qucstion for Assam Session. For climalic and other very 
cogent reasons last week of Februaıy is the most suiıable time for holding the session 
in Assam. 

Hope >ou are kecpıng wcll now. 

My best compliments to Miss Jinnah. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Matın. 







İst March, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Received your letter of the 2Sth January with the lettcr of Muhammad Habibur 
Rahman of Nowgoug. As regards the complaint made by him about guarding the Railway 
line, 1 am sending here^ith for your information a copy of instruetion issued to the Deputy 
Commîssioners on this matter. As regards other matters, as direeted by you, I am getting 
into touch with hım. 

Yours sincerely, 

Matin. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


ANNEXURE 


GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM. 

MEMO NO. G. 292/42/260 
Shillong, the İst February, 1943. 



The Deputy Commissioners, Lakhimpur, Sıbsagar, Nowgong, Tezpur, Kamrup, 
Goalpara, Sylhet and Cochar. 


SUBJECT;- “VILLAGE RESPONSIBILITY” 

REFERENCE:- This Department letter No. C 292/42 of the 

13th Janııary, 1943. 


A copy of the mınutcs of a conference held at Shillong to determine the pnn- 
ciples on which the duties of the public in proteeting public property, and particularly 
Communications, should be enforccd u attached foryour infoımatıon and guidance. 

2. It will be seen that the results fnr your purposes are as foJiows - 

Rflilway Lines: Where the line runs through villages, the duties of the local 
people are simple but elastk, They do not amount to a set and rigid form of patrohıng, 
but patrolling, is in present circumstances esscntıal, and will remain so throughout the 
War emergeney which so ch^sely affects Assam. İt is expected that the people ^vill combine 
in their own interest as weli as that of the State and establish bodıes of actıve men to patrol 
their neighbourhood, mduding the radv/ay lınes, and keep a watch for malicious per- 
sons. They wıll only be expected to maintain aetual patrols dur;ng the darkness, between 
such hours as you may fix froın time to time. The partıes observe an intelligent irregularity 
in their movements. The aio should bc lo visit sone part of the railsvay Jinc sectiun vvhich 
you allüt to each defence party twice during the night, but no one except the party should 
know when and where ıt can bc expectcd co appear. It ıs not intended, on the other hand, 
to disccurage fixed posts at vital points, such as have been established in Novvgong at brid- 
ges on the line. With each patrol party there must be one person having legal povvers, 
either as a Chaukidar appointed under the Chaokıdaıi Act, or bv appointment under 
Defence Rule *>9 A. It is not mtended that the latter should be paıd men. Chaukidars 
under the Act wıll be paid. 

Wherc the üne runs thıough uninhabrted areas, it is expectcd that the Railway 
will inerease its own watch and ward. But as this a'iİİ take time arrangements which you 
have made for such areas should n]eanwh]le continue; where ro arrangements have been 
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made protective measures should now bc taken up. If you cannot arrange for protection 
othenvise than by entertaining temporary chaukidars, you should do so, and report the 
numbers and the rate of pay it has been necessary to fix. They should be local men, You 
should inform the General Manager, Bengal and Assam Railway of the exact sections 
of line which run througlı 'Jungiy areas', for which there can be no viUage defence parties. 

Wherc the linç runs through a tea gardcn arca, the responsibility for the section 
lies with the population of the gardens, and it ıs hoped that the Tea Associations and Bran- 
ches will readily agree to undertake the organization of protection on the same general 
Lnes. 

Away from the Railvay lines. The same general pnncîples should be foUo^ved, 
and vıllage defence parties encouraged in every way. Government will not however finance 
parties as on the Railways unless they decıde to do so expressly on a reference from you. 
Generally speaking specihe arrangements for guarding by civil guards and village defence 
parties vvıll only be required for what may be calLed vulnerable points. £xperience has 
shown that many such points are isolated from habıtaion, e.g., bridges on the Roads; 
in theİT case it was laid down that a minimum of two chaukidars for each vulnerable point 
should be the ruk, as single chaukidars are inefTccüve. İt was decided that the P.W.D. 
must be tesponsvble for determinmg v^hat guards il is necessary to maintain on road Com¬ 
munications. This is being taken up >vjth that department. 

Organizatioo. The responsibility for building up Ihe organization is your, but the 
Poliçe will do ali thev can to hclp in supervision. The parties will bc seleeted by the viUagcrs 
themselves, and should bc instureted that they are responsible to the military or poliçe 
officer in charge of the line and should obey orders coming from him, but should in any 
untoward event give instant Information to ıhe thana and to the nearest station master. 

RemuDeration. The decısion was in favour of provision in kind onIy-waTm clothing, 
lamps, flags, fuel and lighting (hurriance lamps and kerosene or electric torehes) ete., 
with such otlıer amenlıtics (pro\ision for hot tea ete.) as you hnd necessary. But thıs point 
has been rcvicwed by Government who are satısfied that somc monetary recogniüon is 
necessary wh]le enhanceU vigilıance is necessıtated by the Congress Party (which also 
proelaims the doctrine of vıllage cooperatton for protection but has proseituted it to the 
very opposite purpose), m order to ensure wilUng service. They havc however dccided 
that this should be given in the form of bortusfor good and willing work. Government trust 
that this decision wıll enablc you to honour any promises that you may have already given. 
Some Deputy Commissioners have secured the working of village defence parties on 
voluntary tenns, and graiıs, Üthers have found it necessary to propose substantial re- 
muneration. You wlll have diseretion to fulfti promises made in respect of the past, but you 
are reguested in future to give any monetary remuneration in the form of bonuses for 
actııal work accoıding to its real value. Naturally Government desire to kecp the cost to 
the minimum, and the main principlc should bc bome in mind, that the vigilance patrols 
are the duty of ali ahle^bodied citizens, and rewards should be given only because the 
zegelar dischnrgc of this duty involves considerable and constant stram since the duties 
have to be carried out at night. 
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You should now (1) furnish Govenunent as soon as possible with an estimate 
of thc quaTitities of clothmg or other suppplies which you cannot procurc locally, so that 
orders may be placed for supply in bulk. (2) thcrcaftcr scnd Government a description of 
the organizatlon you have set up, or intend to set up, in such detail only as is neoessary 
in order to understand its scope and the number of parties and chaukidars you expect 
to enrol. (3) fumisb an estimate of the csot incurred on local supplies bonuses and the 
monthly expenditure anticipated for each payment, for (a) thc current year and (h) 1943-44. 
The cost of chaukidars (i) uûder the Act of 1870 (ii) employed in “Jungiy areas" should 
be seperately stated. 


Copy to— 


Chief Secretary of the Government of Assa 


M 


1. Commissioner of Divısions, reference his 57-c of 26th January 1943. 

2. Deputy Commissioner, K. 8l J. Hills, for Information. 

3. Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills, for Information. 

4. H.Q. 202 Area (three copies). 

5. G.S. (three copies). 

6. M.L.O. (three copies). 
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Tclegram dated 5th Januaıy, 1945. to Khan Saheb Roufique, Assam Müslim League 
Conference, Nov/gong. 


Your tclegram regret unablc comply your request much as I woüld like accept 
yoıır ınvitaiıon visit your provmce and ojrcn conference my commitmcnts dont permit 
me dü Sû but l wish your cocftreııce every success. 


Jinnah. 


Telegram dated 21st February, 1942 ta Hon’ble Abdulmatin, Mmıstcr, Shillong and 
Sir Mohammcd Asadullah, Preınier, Shillong. 


Complaints reports coming in allegıng inhuman treatment meted Bengal immi- 
grants in Assam please wire real situation hope you will not hesitate take neoessary aetion 


Jinnah. 
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ABDUS SALAM KHURSHİD 



Lahore 

29th August 1938. 


I am in receipt of your lettcr about thc Army Recruitment BiU. I have rcad the 
full text of your speech and am convinced that you werc fully justifled in supporting the 
Bili. 


Incidentally, may I discuss certain ımportant questıons with you? 1 in connec- 
tion with thc Punjab Müslim Students Federation have been iu very close louch with the 
Müslim Students. I always try my best to make them believe in the justifîcation of the exis- 
tence of the Müslim League. They agree with me. Thcy express full confidence in your lea- 
dership. What makes them revolt against the League is the presence of “title-holders” in 
your Working Committcc. They say, and to a great extcnt I agree with them, that thcse 
tiüe-holders ^ill never take part in any direct action against the British Imperialism, which 
may be launched by the Müslim League. 

The Bnlish Government always consults the Congress leaders about the impor- 
tant political problems of the day but never consults the Müslim League leaders The 
aıtitude of the Government is too hostile lowards us. In spıtc of thıs, that element 
dominates the League which has cternal relations with the British Government. Thc^e 
pcople should cither renounce their titics or should quit thc league. 

Moreover the Working CAimraittee of the A.I.M.L. does not contain a sufîicicnt 
Progressive element. Maulana Zafar Ali Khan is mainly responsible for the popularisation 
of the League in the Punjab. Stili he has not been taken. Maulana Hasrat Mohani 
is another cxamplc. No organisatıon of the Müslim masses can live wıtlıout having 
a firm belıef ın resorting to “direct action” and tvv'o above-mentioned personalitıes 
will be extremcly helpful to the League in this conneetion. 

İt is against my concıence to bring thcse things in the press or on Ihe platform. 
As a true and sıncere Leaguer I must come to you. I assure you that l am Leagucr hrst, 
a Leaguer last and none but a Leagucr. For this very reason I wish you lo reply to this 
Ictter and thus satisfy me for this question is puzzling my mind a great dcal. Moreover 
I wou]d like to know your views about the Pakistan movement, for it is gettîng a great 
prominence in the Punjab province. The seheme seems to be quitc plausible. 


Yours sinccrely 


Abdus Salam Khurshid 



Dear Sir, 


8 Harding Avenue 

New Delhi 

9th September 1938. 


I am in receıpt of your letter of the 29th August 1938. I was not able lo reply 
as l was not well. I have noted the various suggcstions made by you for which I thanlc 
you. 1 am sure you cannot expect me to discuss these matters Jn correspondence. 1 think 
the Muslıms in India have yet to İcarn the polıtical language and also they must learn to 
exercıse a certaın amount of paticnce. I hope of some success now that the Mussalmans 
are awakening to some self-respect and self-reLiance, although they must take time to or- 
ganise fuliy. 

Vours smcerely 

* • • M.A. Jinnah 

(Mr. Altaf Hussain in his article *Memories of the pnaid-e-Azam’ recallcd: 
“Towards the end of 1943 I was back in my post of Director of Public Information in Cal- 
cutta. It was there that in April, 1945, Khwaja Nazımuddin, then Chief Minister of Dengal, 
called me to his house one day and handed me a letteı from Nawabazada Liaquat Alı 
Khan conveyıng the Quaid-e-Azam’s offer to me of the edıtorship of DAWN. I was thrillcd, 
but it was a difhcult decislon to make. It meant throwing away a secured and well-paid 
Government job vvithout a pension, to cara which I had to put m another threc years’ 
service. But after a few days the Quaıd-c-Azam wrüte to me again from Matheran as fol- 
lows. That settied »t I joıned Dawn m October 1945.” Pakistan Annual 1961 P. 3.). 


September 1945. 


May I point out that as Editör of Dawn you wıll be occupying a unique position 
and a man does not hve on bread alcne. 


M. A. Jinnah. 



H. H. THE aGA &HAN IIJ 

Ritz Hotel 

Pıccadıly 

London-W.I. 

My dear Jinnah, Monday 

We, specıally 1, missed you much thıs afternoon—you know how much I rely 
on’îyour cold common-sense iudgemenı. A great deal of our unıty is due to Lhc disseeting 
which wıld scheınes get from your cnticisms. Hope on ımportant meetings you may come. 
We have 5 nevv Moslem members. Tıll they come mto government wc wıll necd you more 
than ever. 

Yours very sinocrely 
Aga Khan 
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My dear Jinnah, 


Villa Jane Andree, 
Le Cap D Antibes, 
Antibes (A.M.). 
21stMarch, 1931 


I was very glad to get your Ictter and to know that you are stili in England. 

I quite agree that now our daim roust be of joint electoıate than population basis 
in Dengal and Punjab and ali thc othcr points on which we agrccd. Fifty-one per çent will 
not do as it is quite possible that in Bengal the European vote may be reduced later, which 
will leavc the others the almost majority. The census figures vary every ten ycars and in 
view of the fact that the Moslems are asked to give up their separate Electorate your sugges- 
tion is the only one by which we can stand namely population basis in these two provinoes. 
I will try to usc my influence on thosc lines in my correspondence with frıends in İndia. 

I will be in London the end of May or early June unless anything very important 

happens. 


The only point I should like you to bear ın mind ıs about thc N.W.F. Provinoe— 
thcre should be absolule equality betwcen that province and the others. Thıs is ali thc 
morc necessary now that the Congress party is coming into the R.T.C. 


Kindest regards. 


Vours sinccrely, 
Aga Khan 





* 


SARDAR MOHD AURANGZEB KHAN 


Dear Aurangzeb Kbarip 


Mamdot Vida, 
Davis Road, 

Lahore. 

14th January, 1946. 


1 have had a talk with Nishtar and Qayum today in Lahore and, I am glad that 
you have taben the hnal decision of the Central ParliamentaTy Board in the right spirit of a 
Leaguer. At this juneture, I think you will agree with me, that it is the duty of every Müslim 
to support the League candidate, no matter how much he feels aggrieved. This is no time 
for us to be guided by any personal uonsideratıon. Success of the League candidate, or 
candicates, is the success of the Müslim Nation. It enchances the prestige and the re- 
putationofour National OrganizaLon,towhich you have the honourtobelong and abovc ali 



the paramount issue facing us is to secure the verdıct of the electorate ın favour of Pak¬ 
istan, in the achievement of which lies the salvation of lOÜ MıUion Muslims and the pos- 
terity to come. I am confident that you wıll play your part fuUy and will whole-heartcdly 
support the Leagae candidates. 


With vcry kind regards. 


Yours sinccrely, 


M. A Jinnah. 


ABUL KALAM A ZAD 

Borrbay, İ2th /uly, 1940 

Telegram from Maulana Azad to Mr Jinnah 

"Confidential. Ycur July 9 statement: The Congress Delhi resolution definitely 
raeans by National Government a compositc Cabinet not hmited to any single party. But 
is it the posıtion of the League that she cannot agree to any provisional arrangement not 
based on the two-nation scheme? If so, please darify by wire.” 


MR. JINNAH'S REPLY 

“Your teJegram cannot reciprocate confidcnce. I refuse to dıscuss wıth you, by 
correspondcnce or olherwıse, as you have completely forfeited the confidence of Müslim 
Indıa. Can’t you realisc you are ınade a Murdim 'show-boy' Congress President to give 
it colour that it is national and deceıve foreign countries. You represent ncither Muslims 
nor Hindus. The Congress ıs a HırKİu body. If you have seJf-respect resign at önce. You 
have done your worst agaınst the League so far, You know you have hopcJessly failed 
Give it up.“ 

« « * 

MİR BANDE ALI 

Dear Mır Bando Ali, February 19, 1941. 

I am in receipt of your letter of the I5th instant and regret that Shaikh Abdul 
Majid was not able to come as he was not welL 1 hope he ıs well novv. I note also that 
you could not come for the reasons given in your Icttcr, 

I have considered your letter most carefully and have gıven my best attcntion 
to it. Hon. Khan Bahadur Khuro, Sır Abdoola Haroon and myself dıscussed the whole 
situation and the question of Sind Ministry in ali its bcaring and aspects and 1 have come 
to the conciusion that it will be most disastrous for you and for the party that you now 
represent as weli as the Provincial Müslim League, Sınd, and the AU-India Müslim League, 
to depart from the advice that I have already given, vız, that the present ministıy should 
contınue. 1 have also eaamined the document that was signed by Mr. Syed, and Mr. Khuro 
md it is absürd to cali it a pact or agreement between ali parties. You yourself say that 
you were not a party to it, nor was the Provincial Mushm League, and when Shiakh Abdul 



Majid was informcd about this document he repudiatcd it. On the strcngth of thîs mythicai 
arrangcment which on the face of it is nebulous and not an agrecment betwoen any party 
or parties except that it is signed by two individuals, Mr. Syed and Mr. Khuro, and git«n 
to Mr. Nichaldas to remain as a secret document, and further as the very firsc condition 
vız, that Shaikh was to resign, was not fulhlled, the Hindu and Congress Press arc parading 
thıs as a pact. On the strength of this Khan Bahadur AlJah Bakh&h threatens to create a 
crisıs unless he is installed as a Premicr, and Sir Ghulam Hussain is inciuded in the mînisiry 
and one of you shouid go out and makc room for hım. The only answer to such an uhima- 
tum is that we cannot surrender. I, ıhcreforc, earnestly appea] U> you, Shaikh Abdul Majıd 
and Khan Bahadur Khuro to stand together and face the Asscmbly until you are oblîgcd 
to resign for wanı of ınajonty aı your back. That seems to me to bc the only honourabie 
course for you to adopt. 

İt is argued that you should not embarrass the Government. But in the event of 
your Government bemg defeated and ıf you have to sit in the Opposition, why ıs it assumed 
that the main busıness of the Opposition would bc to embarrass any other Govemmenı 
that may bc formed? Why should any Government be embarrassed Jf the Opposition at- 
lacks and criticiscs the Government in powcr, whcn il is the constıtutıonai and legitimate 
funetion of the Opposition? 

You arc askıng for the moon. that a parliamentary Government should be run with 
complete uıunimity ın the Assembiy. Iıı the very nature of the constitution under which 
you are workıng it ıs contemplated that the Government can only be run on heaithy Jınes by 
a majority plus a constitutional Opposition. 

İn conciusion I beg of you not to accepl any proposaİ to change Ihc persennel 
of the ministry >vıthout hrst Consulting mc and unless ıt is given to you in vvriting and is 
receıvcd from responsıble quaricrs, 1 cannot put any reliance m verbai conversations 
and verbai proposals 

You must havc noticed (he intcrvıew of Mr. Nichaldas vvhere he ha<i taken up a 
very pıous attıtude thai so far as the lwo Hindu Ministers and theır party arc conocmed 
they are willing to cooperale wıth the four Müslim Ministers that may be acxeptable to 
the Muslini memhers of tlıc Asscmbly, and Ihcrefore now the quarrel and dispute is passed 
on to the Mussalmans If the Mussalmans do not rise to the oocasion and if the solid body 
of the Mussalmans wıll not scc whal is obvıously in thcir interest and if they do not 
support the Mushm Lcague Ministers then I think m ali honesty the Lcague Ministers 
should not thnıst themselves upon the Cabinet but should sit on the Opposiiion benehes 
and Ict the public know that the Müslim Lcague is not responsible for that Government. 


Yours sincerciy, 
M. A. Jinnah 
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MALİK BARKAT ALI 


Littie Gibbs Road. 
Malabar Hili, 
Bombay 

20th November, 1937 

Dear Mr. Barkat Alı, 


I have received a very long JcUer from Ghulam Rasool and also from Sir Moham- 
maed Iqbal and from yourself. I have not been well cngouh to tackIe ıhe various detaib 
that are rcfcrred to there. But it seems to me that ît is unnecessary tostress poınts of detaıl. 
May I just State one principle, that oncc the Müslim mcmbcrs of theUnıonıst Party or any 
Mussalman ^ho bccomcs a Leagucr and pledges hunself to the creed, policy and pro- 
gramme, hc is no longer anything else but a Leaguer, and those who have been already 
in the League are not better than the Leaguers. Perhaps >ou might say ıhat the others 
have now rcalised that the policy and the progranıme vvhıch we inıtiated are the riglıt 
ones, and hence they wholeheartedly jojn us. After that there ıs no such thıng as thıs group 
or that group, or that party or this party, because then ıt realty means various cliques. 
And 1 assure you that if yon people have a lıttİe patiencc thesc small matters of detai'. 
^vill be adjusted fairly and Justly and mainly ın the ınterests of the cause for which 
stand 


I hope you will shüw ıhis lelter *0 S:ı Molıammed lqbal and Ghulam Ra&ool. 
1 have appointed some members to the Central Parliamentary Board whıch was suggcsted 
by Sil- Sikander Hyat, but that does not mcan that 1 am not gomg to appoınt some other 
members representıng Punjab wh]ch may be suggested by Sır Mohammad lqbal, Malik 
Zaman Mehdi KJıan. Ghulam Rasool and yourself. 

1 should like most respcctfully 10 dıas^ your attcntion that you have been usuig 
my name foı the Ncw Times as one of ihc patrons, whıch I am very sorry lo say I do not 
approvc cf, bccause 1 do not thnık it is faır îhat one paper should be allo^^ed to use my 
name and rhcrcby directly or ındirectiy ccnvcyiiıg to the publıc thar 1 am connecıcd with 
the paper, vhereas ıt is not a ract that I h«vc any connectıcn of any kınd wıth the New 
Times, I welcome the New Times inasmuch n is advooatmg and championing the cause 
of the All-Indıa Müslim League. Therefore, I hope you wıil not mısunderstand mc if I 
requc5t you to stop usıng my name as a patron of the Ncw Times. 1 wıll rcply lo your 
Jetter ın detaıl whcn 1 am Jittıo better and oıhtr aiso 

VVıth kinJ regards. 

Yours aincerely, 

M, A. Jinnah 

P.S. I want>ou 10 showthis letter to ali our friends a> [ am not wellenough 10 rcply 
separately. 
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THE BOMBAY REPRESENTATIVE 
CONFERENCE, 1921 


The Nagpur Scssion of the Congress (1920), thc Non-Coopcratıon Movement 
and its failure, the Ahmedabad Session of the Congress (1921) and Mr. Gandhrs opposı- 
tion to the motion for the communal riots and the clash between the cooperators and non- 
cooperators are the mam events which moved independent poJiticians to come fonvard 
to act as intermediarics between the Government and the non-cooperators. An AINPartics 
Conference was convened at Bombay in the middle of ianuary 1922, with Sır Vivesvarayya 
as the Chairman and Jinnah, Jayakar and Nataranjan as Secretaries. This Conferenoc 
unanimously condemned the Government policy of repression and advised the Congress 
to abandon thc resolution passed at BardoJi, vvhich contemplatcd the inauguration of 
mass civil disobed/cnce. it also rccomraendcd to tlıe Government an earJy convening of 
a Round Table Conference with authorily to make a settlement, on the questions ofKhilafat, 
Punjab and Svaraj, and with a view to providmg a favourabic atmosphere, askjng for thc 
withdrawal of notifications under Crimînal Law Amendment Act, banning organisations, 
and the Seditious Meetings Act and The release of ali political prisoneıs convıcted or under 
trial under them as also of the Fatwa prisoners. But Mr Gandhi laid dovvn thc conditıon 
that alJ political İcaders must be released from jaıls before any pourparleys could begin 
wıfh the Viceroy. The promoters of the Conference \vcre utterly helpless as the Vjceroy 
could not «cc his way to fulfil thîs c^'indition. On thc Jst February 1922, Mr. Gandhi sent 
to the Viceroy his so-callcd ultımatum of seven days. But before the time-limit of seven days 
could expire, a terrible incident took place. On 5th February, 1922, when a procession 
was being taken out at Chauri Chaura, twenty-one constablcs and a sub-inspcctor werc 
nıshed at by the mob in the Poliçe Station and thc men in it were set fire to. They ali perıshed 
in the flames. Mr. Gandhi realised the blundcr hc had committcd and on 12th of February 
thc entirc movement was called of. 

The proceedıngs and ihe rcsolutıon of thc Conference were desenbed in detaıls 
by Mr. M. R. Jayaker in The Story of My Life’. The follovving is thc rclcvant correspon- 
dence regardmg thc sa»d Conference. 

Lcttcr dated ird January 1922, ıssued to ımportant mcınbers of the pubiic. 


Dear Sjr, 

The Ahmedabad Congress, by rejectıng the motion for İndepcndence and by 
rclaxıng the mandatory^ character of thc non-co-operation resolution, has göne some 
way towards concıliating a large sectinn of the people, vvhich is opposcd to forccd marcfaes 
in politics. This scction has becn rccently not very articulate but its influence on that account 
is not the less decisive. 

Whıle thc position of the Congress has thus strengthened on one side, the counten- 
ance given to the carly adoption of aggressive civil disobedience cannot but cause anxicty. 



İl, therefore, behovcs us ali, both Ihe Government and thc pcople, to strain every nerve 
to sec that civil disobedienoe is not resorted to, until at least it is far more obvious than 
at present that thc resources of rcason and statesmansip havc been cxhaustcd. 

The great obstacle in the way of attempting this at present is the polîcy adoptcd 
by the Government, within the last few weelcs, of extending and applying the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act and the Seditious Mcetings Act, eventuating in whole-sale arresls 
and imprisonments, inciuding those of many men of high character and intcgriıy. This 
polîcy is, in our opinîon, both unjust and unwise, the more so as it comes on the top of thc 
discontent created by the failure, on the part of thc Government, to satisfy the demands 
of the pcople wıth reference to the questions relatıng to thc Punjab, the Khılafat and Swaraj. 
As the Liberal Federation, ^hich met the other day at AUahabad, rightly poînted out, 
this policy has defeated its own object of afleviating popular syınpathy and aggravating 
the general unrest. 

A considerable body of opinion in the country is aıiKİous to sec a settlement 
effected, which wouId make it possible to secure redress of politıcal grievances and the 
satisfaction of national aspirations <n an atmosphere of peace and harmony The Ahmedabad 
Coııgrcss, İn rejeeting the proposal for severing İndia's conneetion with the British Empire, 
has reilected the opinion, stili retained by the bulk ol thoughtful peopJe in the country, that 
it is possiblc to achieve full national development wıthm thc orbıt of the British Com- 
monwealth. It is, therefore. necessary at this juneture for ali those who rcalisc theevil conse- 
quences bound to ensuc on a continuance of thc present deadlock. to confer together and 
devise means whereby it will be possible to open wide the dnor to an bonourable scttle^ 
ment, Tt has been suggested that, to censider the situation m ali ııs aspects and to dccide 
upon a course ieading to a satısfactory solution of the present difficulties. 

If you are in favour of such a Conference pleasc let us know, at your earliest 
convenience, preferably by wire, whether >cu wil! be able to attend the Confcrcncc. which 
is proposed to be held in Bombay on thc I4th instant. 


Yours truly, 


Madan Mohan Malaviya 
Al. A. Jınnah 
M. R. Jayakar 


Purshottamdas Thakurdas 
Ambala Sarabhai 
G. M. Bhurgri 


On 16th January 1922, the rollûwmg letter was addresscd to public mstıtutions 
interested in the guestion: 


Dear Sirs, 


Wc desıre that institutions like yours which are working for the advancement 
of the people should co-operate with our Committee for the purpose of establishiog peace 
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and harmony ın the country on the basis of an honourable settlement of the points in con- 
trover^y and we hope that you will give us ali the assistance you can in achîeving this laudable 
object. We may add that if you can State for our guidancc the opinion of your institution 
as regards the minimum dcmands that wili satisfy public opinion in yourpart of the country, 
with reference to the three questîons mentioned above, it will be an advantagc.We can 
then focus public opinion on the three points in controvcrsy, with the vıew of making 
representation to the Government. May we also suggest to you the desirability of educating 
public opinion, by holding mectings or otherwise, about the necessity, at this critical junc- 
ture, of an early conciliation oT the public mind? We shall be obliged if we can have an 
earJy reply to this letter. 


Yours raithfully, 

M. A. Jinnah 
M. R. Jayakar 
K. Nataranjan 
Secretaries 


Bombay Represcntatıve Conferencc Committee. 

On I8lh January 1922, the follovving Resoiulions were sent by wire to the Private 
Secrctary of the Viceroy with this note: 

Should His Excellency desire further elucıdation regardıng Conferencc, Chairman 
Sır M. Visvcsvarya and Sccrctarıcs Jinnah and Jayakar, will wait on His Exccllcncy on 
convenıent date, General desire for peaceful, harmonious settlement, strongiy rehected 
jn proceeds of Conference. 


Resolulion No. 1 

This Conference is strongiy of opinion that the policy, adopted by tlıe Government 
wıthin the last few weeks ol extending and applying ıhe Criminal Law Amendment Act and 
the Seditioufi Meetings Act in vanous parts of the country and of misusing ordinary Laws 
in conneclion with political olfences, leading to wholesale arrests and imprisonments, 
ınciudîng those of somc of the most respected leaders and citizens, constitutes an unwarran- 
ted encroachrpent upon the clementary rights of citızcnship, of freedom of press and lıbcrty 
of speech and of assocıalion, has defeated its own object by alienating popular sympathy 
and aggravating the general discontent, and should bc reversed without delay. 

Resohıtion No. 2 

This Conference ıs further of opinion that until it is ckar beyond any doubt that 
no other means wıll secure a redress of the country’s grievances than the status of fuli Reapon- 



sible Government, the Civil Disobedience conlcmplatsed by Ihe Ahmedabad Congress should 
not be resorted to. 


ResolııdoB No. 3 

İn responsc to the sentiments cxpressed by His £xcellency the Viocroy m his 
speech at Calcutta on the 21st December 1921, and in order to explore ali methods of 
reaching a harmonious and honourable settlement of the ımportant issues now before 
the country, namely the Khilafat, the Punjab wrongs and the demand for Swaraj or FuU 
ResponsıbJe Government on the Dominion basis. the Conference supports the proposal for 
a Round Table Conference betvveen the Government and popular representatıves and 
ıs of opinion that, in order to provide a favourable atmosphere for the dıspassionate consi- 
deration of points m controversy, ali Notiheations and Orders passed by the Government 
under Act 14 of 1908 Part II and the Sedıtious Mcetıngs Act should be withdrawn and 
alı prisoneıs convieted or under arrest or prosecution under the aFcresaid Notiheations 
or Orders should be released, as also the Fatwa prisoners and that, masmuch as prisoners 
for non-violent aetivites and other aetivites of innocent character havc been convicicd 
under cover of the ordinary laws, a committee should be appointed by the Government 
consisting of two persons onc nomınated by the Government and the other by a committee 
of this Conference appointed by Resolution No. 5, wıth pcwcrs to them to investigate .:ases 
of persons herembefore referred to and such of them as mıght bc rccommcndcd by the 
said Round Table Conference ali Hartals, pıcketing and Cıvıl Disobedience should cease. 


Resolation No. 4 

Thıs Conference ıs lıketvıse of opınıon that havıng regard to the crıtıcal situation 
ın the country and the desirability of effecııng early settlement, a Round Table Conference 
should be called as soon as possıblc and His Majesty's Government should dothe the 
Viceroy with authonty necessary for Ihe purpose of arrıvnıg at a settlement. 

Resolution No. 5 

Withoııt at present goıng into partıcuiars ofdemands of the country wjth reference 
to the Punjab, Khilafat and Swaraj questıons, this Conference hereby appoints a Com- 
ınıltce of the fcHo^ing persons to carry or ali Communications wilh the Government 
on the onc hand and important polıtical organi7atioııs ın the countr) on the other, wilh the 
view of arranging composıtion, dates and other details relatıng to holding of a Round 
Table Conference and for ali purposes incidental to carryinı out üıcse Rcsolutions, in- 
cluding, when necessary, the convening of another representative Conference. The Committee 
consists of 20 men, inciudmg Visvcsvaıaya, Malaviya, P.C. Roy, Dinshav/ Petit, Jayakar, 
Natarakan, Haşan imam, Bhurgri and Gour. 

On 27th January, 1922, the following cablc was sent to the Privalc Secrctary 
to the Viceroy: 
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İn continuation of our lettcr sixteenth confirming telegram of saınc date tmu- 
mitting the text of resolutions passed at Represcntative Confcrence heJd in Bombay on 
I4th and 15th January, we beg to submit, for His Exccllency’s information, following 
observations composition and proceedings of Confcrence, which may be hiepful in appre- 
ciating real significance of work done at Confercncc. The Conference was caUed at very 
short notice in vicw of its urgeney and invitations wcre seni to 350 persons of note in Indian 
politics, including scveral members of Indian and Provincial Legislatures. Number of 
those who attended the Conference was morc than 300. Dilferent communities Hindu, 
Mohammedan, Parsi, Christian, and Anglo-lndıan weiTe represented. Tfıis fact contributed 
to weight of debate. Leeters and messages werc reoeived from several others sympathising 
wıth objece of Conference and wıshing ît success. As illustrating the çare with which the 
mvıtations were issued, it mîght be mentioned that many persons who wîshed to be present 
were not admitted to the Conference, becausc the object of the conveners was not to hold 
a poJiticai demonstration but to take counsci with the leaders and workers of alJ parties 
on buming qucstions of the hour. Votes were called for only as a means of indicating 
general trend of opinion among members, on several resolutions considered by Conference 
and not for measuring cxact strcngth of numbers supporting each of them. At request 
of conveners, Sir Sankaran Nair kındly came down from İndore to guide proceedings 
of Conference as Speaker. He presided at public session oT Conference on the 14th and 
throughout Committee stage on the 15th. Before Conference resumed its session, however, 
he, for reasons ınto whıch it is ncedles to go here, rclinquıshed the Chair. 

Thereafter Conference resumed session \\ith Sır Vısvesvaraya as Speaker Re- 
presentatives of non co-operation movement and leader Mr. Gandhi were present through¬ 
out proceedings. Mr. Gandhi also attended, by invitation, meeting of Committee appoin- 
ted to consider resolutions. Non-co-operators and particularly Mr. Gandhi took part 
in discussions but abstained, in consequence of his creed, from voting on resolutions. 

İn speech on December, 21, last which Vıceroy addressed to Calcutta deputa- 
tion, His EKcellency observed that he had no assurance from leaders vvho vverc responsible 
for non'co-operation activitics, that those activities wûuld cease, if Conference werc con- 
vened. “I dceply regrcl’" said His Exccllency “that those arc not the present conditions, 
and dvscussîon which 1 thought was to have proceeded, on high level of patriotic desire 
by temporary, mutual conccssıon and forbearance, to the hnding of solution cf Jndia’s 
present probJems, takes form, in its present aspect of request to Government to abandon 
aetion which had led, or, as we bclieve, forc«d Government to take such action, would 
also cease.” 

İn v;ew of these requirements, the Bombaby Conference passed Resoiutıon 3, which 
has been gıven /inal shapc in Committee after dıscussion with Mr. Gandhi. İn accordancc 
wjth undertsanding arrived at wilh hım at the Conference. Working Committee of Congress 
9ubscquently passed separate resoiutıon to similtar effect.Working Committee has decidcd 
that simuitaneousJy with pcrformance of certain acts by Govemments concemed, and 
in the event of Round Table Ccmference being called and pending such Conference, ali 
hartals, pickcting, and Civil Disobedience should cease. Conference in formulating resolu- 



tion endeavoured, as far as possible, to secure substantial compliance with condiüona 
dcfined by His ExceLicncy in Calcutta speech. Committee apprchend actual working of 
resolution framed, under pressure of time, may not adequatcly convey eatent to whicb ende- 
avour has succeeded in securing atmosphre of conciliation. Committee hopes, that on 
Government side, terms would be regarded as sufficient. Committee is conviced that there is 
earnest desire on part of ali seetions of pubUc to And real solution of the problems facing 
country and that Conference resolutions constitute distinet advance to^ards fulfilment 
of that object. 

We venture to submit that Conference has effected real improvement ın political 
situation. So far as they have göne, pourpariers have jn Committec’s opim'on advanoed 
quite as satisfactorily as may be reasonably cxpected, having regard to exceptional cir- 
cumstances of present times. Further development of negotîations can only be undertaken 
>vith advantage, not by corrcspondence or öpen Conference, but oy mformal and con- 
hdential consultations. That vvas the reason why ın telegram to His ExceUency, Committee 
suggcsted deputation of three of its members to wait on His Excellency at Delhi. Cora- 
mittee believes that with mutual sympathy and good-will, it will not be dıfficult to adjust 
needs of situation, by conüdcntial Conlerenccs and conversation till preliminanes arr 
arranged to satisfaction of ali parties. Mr. Gandhı and Working Committee of Congress 
have undertaken to postpone Civil Disobedicnce tıll 3İst January, with express objcct 
of facılıtating conduet of negotiations. 

Under ordiuary conditions many fl<ı>vs may be deteeted in understanding reached 
so far, and many reasons found to stave olT aetion, but we are persuaded that Hjs £xce- 
liency wıll approach questiün, to use his owıı v/ords, in a large and generous spirit and that 
no advantage or tnumph would be claimed on eıther side and no reproach should be made 
by aııyone eilher of having been forced to yield or of not havtng courage to procecd with 

campaign. 

Public are aııxious to see the country started on career of pcrmaneut progress by 
development of natura! resources and incrcasing utilisatioıı sıgns. The Reforms have not, 
HS was at eme time fondly hoped^ ushered in new era m ıhis respect. Need of immediate 
and Jarge constitutional expansion ıs fcit on ali hands. Trade and ındustry are disorganlzed. 
Public mind is greatly agitated and dissatisfaction ıs entenng new and acute phase. So 
iong as largc numbers of trusted leaders and citizens are conhned in pnsons, it ts useless to 
expect peace, and delay in dcalıng with situation may inerease unrcst and accelerate crisis. 

Requcst for Round Tahle Conference was first put forward by Cakutta deputation. 
Bombay Conference representing many shades of opinion, has now endorsed. Non-co-opera- 
tors are not opposcd to it, and Mr. Gandhi, their kader, is willıng to attend Conference 
in individuai capacity, without any terms. Ali parties üı country are thus agreed as to 
necessity of Round Table Conference. His Excelicacy the Viceroy has eapressed himself 
İA its favour and Committee oonsîders that great advance has already been made towards 
fullilment of preiimmary conditions which His Excel]ency considered wcre csscntial. It now 
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Fcstfi with His Exce]lency to give indicatîcn of the attitude he is preparcd to take with 
rcferenoe to suggestion made in this letter and to daim from public ali fiırther co-opcra- 
tion necessary to realise common object. 

Jinnah/Jayakar/Natarajan 
Secretaries (Malabar Hiİl) 

The Private Secretary to the Vîceroy replied as follows: 


İn continuation of my teJegrms of 18th and 19th mstant, I am dırected by His 
Excellency the Vîceroy to acknovvledge the receipt of your telegram of the 16th January 
communicating the terms of the Resolutions passed by the representative Conference heJd 
at Bombay. 

İn reply I am dırected to say that His £xcellency rcgrets that the proposals now 
put forward should have been regarded by those who subscrJbe to the Resolution as a res- 
ponse to the sentiments which the Vîceroy expressed at Calcutta. His Excellency has consi- 
dered these proposals but is unable to discover in them the basis for profitable dlscussion 
on the subject of a Round Table Conference. No usefuJ purpose would therefore be serveü 
by entering into any detailed cxamjnatjon of theır terms. 


Thercupon tlıe Committee sent Ihe following telegram on 30th January to the 
Private Secretary to His ExccUency the Vîceroy: 

Your letter of 26th January rcccivcd today, Our letter wired to you on the 27th 
(Decenıber) gives our reasons for regarding proposals put forward as substantial response 
to sentiments expressed by His Excellency at Calcutta. Committee are anxiou5 to know 
why His Excellency is unable to discover in them basis for profitable discustion on the subject 
of Round Table Conference. Committee wili be grateful to know which terms of Con- 
fereoce proposals are not acceptable, because Committee in that case will eııdeavour to 
meet His Excellency is wishes. Committee strongiy feel present conditions most favourable 
for discussion and setUement in view of seriousness of situation, venture to request 
Excel]ency to re-consider the raatter. 


Jayakar 

Natarajan 


On the same day i.e. 30th January, the Committee sent to Mr. Gandhi the fol- 
loving letter; 

We are sending you herewith for your private information a copy of a reply 
reoeived today i^om His Eaoeliency the Vkeroy and also copy of our letter sent to him by 
wire, asking for a re-conaideration of the matter. The Committee is of opinion that these 
Communications should not be oublished iust at nresent. The Committee reaueıt vou. 



pending further communication probably m about three daya' time, kindly to postpone your 
programme at Bardoli. 

On the Isıt February, 1922, Mr. Gandhisent his so-called ultimatum tothe Viceroy, 
çopy whercof was forvvardcd by him to Mr. Jayakar. The Committee on 2nd February, 
1922, sent the rollowing letter to Mr. Gandhı: 

Dear Mahatmaji, 

The Committee are ın receipt of your letter of Tuesday night, addressed 
lo Mr. Jayakar, one of the signalories, and the copy of your letter to the Viceroy. They 
regret that you should have thought it advisable to send thıs letter to the Viceroy, »hile 
you werc aware, from the copics of the letter from the Private Secreîary to the Viceroy and 
the Comnıjttee’s reply thereto, sent to you, that conrrespondence »as stili goiog on the 
subjcct of the Round Table Conference. The Committee cannot agree that your letter 
çither meets their requirements or is uneıcceptıonable as you say in your letter 

Yours sinccrciy 

M. A, Jimah 
M. R. Jayakar 
K. Natarajan 

On 6tK February, 1922, the Government ıssued a communique relating to the 
Conference proposals, It, inter alia, said: 

İt remains Tor the Government of İndıa to deal \viili the allegatıon that His Ex- 
celLency summarily lejected the proposai fer a conference, although ihe terms put forvvard 
by the Congress wcre quite ın keeping wıth His Excellency’s own requıremenis, as ındicated 
ın his spcech ac Calcutta. How far thıs is from being the case will be manifest from a com- 
parison of His £xceliency's speech with the terms proposed by the Conference. His Ex- 
cellcncy in that speech msisted on the imperative necessity of a fundamental condition 
precedent to the discussion of any questıon of a conference of the discontınuance of 
unlawful actıvities of the Non-co-opcratıon Party.No assuranceon this point was, howcver, 
contained in the proposals advanced by the Conference. On the contrary, while the Go¬ 
vernment were osked to make concessioRS, which not only inciuded the wıthdrawal of the 
notifications under the Crıminal Law Amendment and SeditJous Acts and the release 
of persons convieted of ofTences designed to alfccı the loyalty of the armed forces and the 
submission to an arbitration Committee of tlıe cases of oeher persons convieted under 
oıdinary law of the land, there was no suggestion that any of the illegal aelivuies of the 
Non-co-operators other thajı hartals, picketıng and cıvıl diaobedience would ceasc. More- 
over, it was evident from the statements made by Mr. Gandhı at the Conference that he 
ıntcnded lo continuc the enrolmcnt of volunteers in probhibited assocıations and prepara- 
lionfi for civil disobedienoe. Further, Mr. Gandhi also made it apparent that the proposai 
of Round Table Conference should be called merely to register his dccrces. ii is idle to 
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suggest that tenns of this character fulfil in any way the essentials laid down by His Ex- 
oellency or can reasonably be described as having been made in response to the sentiments 
cxpresed by him. 

The Conference Committee in a statement observed as foliows:- 

No assurance on this point (discontinuance of the unlawful activities of the non- 
co-operation party) was, however, contained in the proposals advanced by the Conference. 
in the very next sentence, however, it wa& admitted that there was the assurance that 
hartals, picketing and civil disobedience would oease. These have ali along been consi- 
dered as the principal olfensive activities of the non-co-operationist and the fact that the 
resolution of the Conference provided for their cessation does not bear but the Gövem- 
mcnt's statement that no assurance on this point was contained in the proposals of the 
confeıence. 

The only other activities specihed in the coınmunique, to which exception has been 
taken, is the enrolment of volunteers in prohibited associations and preparation for civil 
disobedience, It was part of the proposal of the Conference that the notihcation prohibiting 
these associations should be ^v^ıhd^aw^ and when this was done, enrolment of vlounteers 
for them could no lenger be illegal, If, after that, they were engaged in any unlawful activity 
by way of preparation for civil disobedience or othenvise, they would be liable for their 
acHons under the ordinary law. 

It wiU thus be seen that, in respcct of ali the important ofiTensive activities of the 
Non-co-operators, the Conference had secured the promise of cessation sımultaneously 
with the reversal of the repressive poiicy of the Government. 

Then it is said that Mr, Gandhi made it apparent that the proposed Round TabJe 
Conference would be merely to register his decrees. The Conference obviously cannot be 
held responsible for aynthing outside its resolutions. But as to this inference from the 
appearance of what Mr. Gandhi said or did at the Conference, it is relevant to çite the 
following from a note to Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, in which Mr. Gandhi haa ex- 
plained his real meaning. U was ready by Mr. Seshagiri lyer in his speech at the LegisLative 
Assembly; "What 1 mean is that until I am convinoed that my demands are unreasonable, 
unjust or impossible of fulfilment, 1 woild not recede from them. I would not consider 
the unvviUingness of the Government or Parliament to grant any of these things to be a ground 
for reducing the demands. The value of a Round Table Conference consists in under- 
standing each other’s difficulties and of making aUowances for them. Hence my insisting 
that Government muct change their heart. If they entrench themselves behind their armed 
forces, the Conference would be not only fruitiess but mischievous. They must try to appeal 
to our ıntellect, just as we must appeal to theirs. If the Government or anybody, therefore, 
9howB that any paıticular demand is unreasonable or untenable I would oertainJy give it 
up as I did yesterday on the question of the motion of securing the releasc of politîcal 
prisoners other than the two classes mentioned in Resolution No. 3 of the Conference. 
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İt may be added that though, Mr. Gandhi in the speech at the Conference said 
volunteering would eontinue, he quaJihed it by saying that "the preparation wj]l not be of 
an olfensive character nor of a hostile character.” He explained this further in an acticlc in 
“Young India.” 

' ^ 

^ The Committec cannot help thninking these and othcr points might most suitably 
have been communicated to'thcm in response to theır request of the 30th of January in 
rcply to the ietter from the Viceroy’s Private Sccretary. The Committee regrets the omission 
of Government to do so in a dîrect manner, because its task of endeavouring to sccure a 
peacefuj atmosphere in whfch to consider the questıons arJsing out of the present situation, 
has been thereby rendered more difhcult than it would otherwİ5e have been. 

On 7th February J922, the foUoAVing İetter was addressed by the Private Sccretary 
to H. E. the Viceroy to the Hon. Secretaries. (It is interesting to mention that the İetter 
never reached the Committec but was returned by the Post Office authoritıes as undelivered.) 

Sirs, 

I am direeted to acknovvledge receipt of your telegram of the 30lh of January 
(then it quotes the contents of the telegram aİready stated above). 

J - In reply, I am desırcd to refer you to the communique of the Government of India 
of the 6th of February, (already quoted above). For rcasons explained therein. His Exce- 
llency is of opinion that the proposals of your Conference, which arc substantially with those 
of the Workıng Committec of the Congress, in no way fulfil the essentials laid down by 
His Excellency ın his spcech at Calcutta and hc must adhcrc to the view that they cannot 
leasonably be deseribed as havıng been made in response to the sentiments then cxprcsscd 
by him. His Exccllcncy appreciates the statement that your Committec will endeavour 
to^meet his wishes in regard to any terms whıch are not regarded as acccptablc, but, in 
view of the attitude taken up by Mr. Gandhi, in his manifesto of the 4ih of February (ulti- 
matura). His Excellency considers that aıı> Aırthcr discussiou in present conditious of a 
Round Tablc Conference would servc no purpose. 

On 24th February 1922, the following Ictıcr was addressed by the Private Sccretary 
to Viceroy to Mr. Jınnah: 

My Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

The enclosed İetter, viz., the one of the 7th of February, 1922 (just quoted above) 
addressed to the Hony. Secretaries of the Representative Conference at Bombay and 
despatehed on the 7th of February, has just been returned to me by the Post Office antho- 
ritics as undelivered. 

It is very regreitable that thts ietter failcd to rcach you or one of the olher Secre¬ 
taries, who signed the İetter to which it is a reply. I hepe that you wıll explain the facts to the 
persons concemed. 

Yonrs sincerely, 

Private Sccretary to Viceroy 
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MR. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 


Copy of the note dated 14th May» 1938 handed över by Mr. Bose Co Mr. Jinnah: 

İn the coursc of the talks between thc Congress President and Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
President of the All-India Müslim League, Mr. Jinnah suggested that any agrecment that 
might be arrîved at shouJd bc based on a clear undersCanding of the position of the Cong¬ 
ress and that of thc Müslim League. He proposed that the conversatıon should proceed on 
the following basis:— 

'The All-lndıan Muslini League as the authontatıve and representative organısa- 
tion of the İndian Muslims, and thc Congress as the authoritative and representative or- 
ganisation of the solid body of Hindu opınion, havc hereby agreed to thc following tenns 
by vvay of a pacL bctwecn ihc lwo majör communıtıcs at\6 as a settlemcnt of the Hindu- 
MusJım question." 

Aftcr further consiJeratıon a somesvhat dıifcrcnt wordıng was suggested by hım 
as foilows:— 


"The Congress and the All-India Müslim Leeague as the authoritative and re- 
presentativc organısations of the Mussalmans of India havc hereby agreed to the following 
ferms of Hındus-Muslim settlemcnt by vvay of a pact.” 


The sccond statement, though shorter, apparently embodıes thc saane idea which 
js given in the hrst, that is, that the Congress should represent the Hindus and thc Müslim 
League the Mussaimans. 


The Congress cannot possibJy consider ıtself or funetion as if it represented one 
communıty oniy, even though that might be the majority community in India. Its doors 
nıust inevitably be öpen tu ail communities and it must welcome ali Indians who agree 
with ks general polıcy and methods. İt cannot aeoeptthe position of representing one com- 
munıty and thus itself becoming a communal organisation. At thc same time the Congress 
is perfectly vvîlling to confer and cooperate with other organısations vvhich represent minority 
ınterests 


İt is obvlous that the Mussaimans of India, though a minority in the wholc country, 
form a very considerable part of thc population and their wİ5hcs and desires must be coosi- 
dered ın any seheme affectıng India. It is also true that the All-India Müslim League is 
an organisation representing a large body of muslim opinion which must carry weight 
It ıs foT thıs reason that the Congress has cndcavoured to understand thc vicw-pomt of 
the League and to come to an understanding with it. The congress, however, would be 
bound to consulı other existing muslim organısations which have cooperated with the 
Coı^gress m the past. Further in the event of other group or minority interrsts being ın- 
volved it will be nece&sary to consult representatives of such interests. 



Bombay, 

May 15. 1938. 

Dcar Mr. Jınnah, 

Last night 1 gave you a note exlpajnıng ourposition. You asked me what cons- 
Lructıve proposals we had to make. I think the note is scir-explanatory. Havıng made known 
ıhc Congress reactıon to your suggestion, aocordmg to us, it remains ııow to proceed to 
the ncxt stage naınely appoiniment of respective commîttees which will jointly settie the 
tenTi.s of understanding. 


Yours sincereiy, 
Subhas C. Bosc- 


* 


* 



Bombay, 

16 May, 1939. 

Dear Mı. Bosc, 

l acknoNvlcdge the receipt of a note you handed över to mconbehaif of the 
Congress on the 14th, and also I beg to ac'knuwlcdge the receipt of your letter dated I5th 
of May, 1938. The matter will be placcd before the Execulive and the WoTking Committee 
of the All-India MusUm League at a meeting to be called in the hrst wcck of ]une, and \ 
wİll communicate to you the decision as soon as fossıble. 

Yours sıncerely, 
M. A. Jınnah. 


lİ 






Dcar Mr. Bosc, 


Bombay, 

Junc, 5, 1938. 


1 am encLosıng herewith unanimous opınıon of ıhc Executıve Council of the All- 
Jndîa Müslim League as promısed bv me in my letter dated the I6lh of May with referenoe 
to the note given to mc by yöu on bchalf of the Congress and your letter of the I5th of 
May 1938. . 

Yours sıncerely, 


M. A. Jinnah. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 1- 


The £xeL’Utjve Council of the AlMndia Müslim League has consıdered thc note 
handed över by thc President Mr. S. Bosc on behalf of thc Congress to Mr. Jinnah, the 
President of the All-India Müslim League» on the 14th May, and his letter of the 15tlı 
May, 1938, and hnd that it is possible for the Ali-India Müslim League to treat or nego- 
tiate with the Congress the question of Hindu-Muslim settlement except on ıhe hasis that 
the Müslim League is the authoritative and representative organisatîon of the Mussalmans 
of India. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2. 

The Councli have also consıdered the letter of Mr. Gandhi, dated the 22nd May, 
1938, and are of opınion that it is not desırable to melude any Müslim m the personnel 
of ihc proposed committee that may be appoınted by the Congress. 

RESOLUTION NO. 3. 

The Executive Counoıl vvish to make ıt clear that it ıs the declarcd policy of ıhe 
AIMndia Müslim League, that ali other minonties should have their rights and interest 
safeguarded so as to create a sense of sccurity amongst them, and wm their confıdenoe, 
and the All-Indıa Mushm League vvili consult the representatives of such niinorilics, and 
any other interest as may be involved, whcn neoessary. 


« * 


Wardha, 

July 25, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

The Woıking Committee has gıven ali the attention ıt was possible for il to give 
to the resolutions of the Müslim League you were good enough to enelose \vith your letter 
of the 5th. June, 1938. The First resolution of the League Council defînes the status of the 
League. If it means that before we procccd to set up a machinery for consıdering thc tenns 
of settlement of the comnıunal qucstio n tlıe Congress should recognise the status as dC' 
fîned m that resolution, there is an obvious difhculty. Though, the resolution does not 
use thc adjective, 'only\ the languagc of the resolution means that the adjcctive is under- 
stood. AJready the Working Committee has received wamings against recognjsîng the 
exclustve status of the League. There are Müslim organisations which have bcen funetioning 
independently of the Muslun League. Some of them are staunch supporters of the Congress. 
Moreover, ehere arr individual Muslıms who are Congressmen, some of whonı exerci5o no 
İDconsidcrable influenoe in the country. Then there is the Fronlicr Province whicb is over- 
whel[njng Müslim and which is solidly with the Congress. Yon will see that in the faue 
of these kııown facts it is not only impossible, but improper for the Congress to make 
the admıssion which the hrst resolution of the League Council apparently desiıes thc Congrc&s 
to make. İt is suggestcd that the status of organisations does not accruc to them by 



any defining of it, It comes through the service to \yhich a particular organisation has 
dedicated itself. The Working Committee therefore hopes, that the League Council will 
not ask the Congress to do the impossible. It is not enough that the Congress is not only 
wılling but eager to establish the fricndliest relations wıth the League and to come to an 
honourable understanding över the nıuch vexed Hindu-Muslim question7 

At this stage it may perhaps be as well to State the Congress daim. Though it 
is admitted that the largest number of perscms to be found on the numerous Congress 
registers are Hindus, the Congress has a fairly large number of Muslims and members 
of other communities professing different faiths. İt has been an unbroken tradition with 
the Congress to represent ali communities, ail races and ali classes to whom India is their 
hone. From its inceptîon it has often had dîstinguished Muslims as Presidents and as 
General Secretaries who cı^oyed the confıdence of the Congress and of the country. The 
Congress tradition is that though a Congressman does not ceasc to belong to the Faith 
in which he is bom and bred up, no one comes to the Congress by virtue of his faith; he 
is in and of the Congress by virtue of his endorsement of the political prJnciples and policy 
of the Congress. The Congress, therefore, is in no sense a communal organisation. In 
fact it has ajways fought the communal spirit, because it is detrimental tothe groıvthorpure 
and undehned nationalism. But whilst the Congress makes this daim, and has sought, 
with more or less success, to live up to the daim, the Working Committee asks for no 
recognîtion from the League Council. The Committee would be glad if your Council 
would come to an understanding with the Congress in order that we might achieve national 
solidanty and wholehcartcdly work for rcatising our common destiny. 

As to the second resolution of the Council, I am afraid that it is not possible 
for the Working Committee to conform to the desire expre5sed therein. 

The third resolution, the AVorking Committee is unable to understand. So far 
as the Working Committee is aware, the Muslini League is purely a communal organisation, 
in the sense that il seeks tu !ıcr\e Müslim interests and its membership too is öpen only 
to Muslims. The Working Committee also has ali along understood that so far as the 
League is ccmcemed, it desires, and rightly, a settlement with the Congress on the Hindu- 
Muslım q[uestion and not on questions afifeeting ali minoritieih So far as the Congress 
İs concemed, if the other minnntıes have a grievance against the Congress, it is always 
ready to deal widı them as it ıs Us bounden duty to do, being its very constitution and 
organisation representative of ali India without distmetion of caste or creed. 

In view of the foregoing I hupe that it wjU be possible for us to takc up the next 
stage in our negotıatıons for reaching settlement. 

It is suggested that as the previous correspondcnce has already been published, 
it would be wise to take the public ınto confîdenoe and publish the subscquent coıres- 
pondence betwecn us. İf you are agreeable these documents will be immediately leleascd 
for publication. 

Yours sinoerciy, 
Subhas C. Bose. 
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August, 2nâ, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Bose, 


I placed your letter dated the 25th of July, 1938, before the meeting of the Exe- 
cutive Council of the AH-India Müslim League. 

The Executîve Council gave its earnest attention and careful consideratîon to the 
arguments which were urged in your letter for persuading ît not to daim the status it has donç 
in its resolutıon No. 1, already communicated to you. I am desired to State that in dehning 
the status the Council was not actuated by any motive of securing an admission, but had 
merely stated an accepted fact. 

The Council is fully convinced that the Müslim League is the only authoritative 
and representative political organisation of the Mussalmans of India, Thıs position was 
accepted wlıcn the Congress-League Pact was arrived at in 1916, at Lucknow, and ever 
since, tıll 1935, when Jînnah -Rajendra Prashad conversation took place, it has not been 
questîoned. The Ali-India Müslim League, therefore, does not requıre any admission 
or recognition from the Congress and nor did the resolution of the Exccutlve Council 
passed at Bombay. But in vicw of the fact that the position—ın fact the very exıstcnce— 
of the League had been questioned by Pandıt Jaıvahar Lal Nehru, the President of the 
Congress, m cne of his statements, wherein he asserted that there were only two parlics ın the 
couniry, viz. the Brifısh Government and the Congress, it was considercd nccessary by the 
Executıve Council to inform the Congress of the basis on vvhıch the negotiations betwecn 
the two organisatiuns could prooeed 

Besides, the very fact Ihat the Congress approached the Müslim League to enter 
ınto negotiations lor a settlemcnt of the Hindu-Muslim quc5tıon it presupposcd the autho- 
ntative and representative charaoter of the League, and as such, its right to comc to an 
agreement, on behalf of the Mussalmans of İndia. 

The Council are aware of the fact that there is a Congress coalitıon gevemment 
in N.W.F.P. and also that there are some Muslims in the Congress organisation in other 
provinoes. But the Council is of opinion that thesc Muslims in the Congress do not, and 
cannot represem the Mussalmans of İndia, for the simple reason that their number is very 
insignihcant, and thai as members of the Congress tlıey have disabled ihcmselvcs from 
representing, or spcaking on behalf of the Müslim community. Were it not so, the whole 
daim of the Congress, allcged in your letter, regarding its national eharaeter, would fail 
to the ground. 

Ab regards, *'thc other Müslim organisatıons”, to which reference has been made 
in your letter. but whom you have not even named, the Council considers that it woukl 
have been more proper if no reference had been made to them. If they colleetively, ot 



individually, had been in a position to speak on behalf of thc Musslamans of India, tho 
ncgotiations with thc Müslim League, for a settlement of thc Hindu-Muslim question, 
wculd not have bccn initiated by the President of the Congress, and Mr. Gandhî. How- 
cvcr, so far as the Müslim League is concerncd, it is not a^are that any Müslim political 
orgamsatîon has ever made a daim that it can speak or negotîate on behalf of the Muslims 
of India. İl is, th<'reforc, very much to be regretted, that you should have referred to "othcr 
Muslims Organisations” in this connection. 

The Council is equally anxlou5 to bring about a settlement of “the much 
vexed HinduMuslim question'\ and this hastens the realization of the common goal, 
bul it is painful to hnd that suhtle arguments are bcing introduccd to cloud the issue and 
reUrd the progress of the ncgotiations. 

In vıew of thc facts stated above, the Council stili hopes, 'hat thc representative 
character of the Müslim League wıll not be questioned, and that thc Congress will prooccd 
to appoint a committee on that basis. 

Wıth rcference to the second resolution, the Council wishes to point out that it 
considered undesîrable the inclusion of Musslamans in the Comnıittee that mıght be appoin- 
ted by the Congress, because it would meet to solve and settie the Hindu-Muslim qufStion, 
and so in the very nature of thc is.sues învolvcd they wouId not command thc conddcncc 
of eıther Hindus or the Mussalmans, and their position indecd would be most embarrassing. 
The Council, therefore, request you to consider thc question in the light of the above observa- 
tions. 

Wjth rcference to the thiıd resolution, it vvas thc memorandum of the Congress, 
referred to in your letter, datcd, tlıe 15th of May, 1938, in which mention of othcr minorities 
waf* made, and the Müslim League cjtprcsscd ıts willingness lo consult them, if, and when 
it was nccessary in consnnance with Us declared polity, 

\s regards your desire for the release of thc corrcspondence, includıng this letter. 
for publication, the Council has no objection to your doıng so. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


* 


IH 


Calcutta, 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 2nd October 1938. 

Your letter of the 2nd August, 1938, had been placed before the Working Com¬ 
mittee. After due dcliberatlon it has rcsolvcd to reply as follows:— 
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*‘Thoügh there are inaccuracies in your Ictter, no purpose will be served by dwelling 
on them. The substanoe of your letter seems to be, ıhat the League does not expect the Cong- 
ıcss, whctherinıplicitlyorexplicitly, toacknowledgeits status as the authoritative Müslim 
organisation of India. İP this view is accepted by the League, I am authorised to State, 
that the Working Committec wil] confer with the Committee, that may be appointed by 
the League, to draw up the terms of scttlement”. 

"The WorkİQg Committec will be tcpresented by at least five of its members 
at the sittings of the ConTerenoe." 

"As the previous correspondence has already been released for publication, 

I am taking the liberty of issuing this to the Press.'* 

Yours sincercly, 

S. Bosc. 


* * * 


Littie Gibbs Road, 
Malabar HiJl. 
Bombay, 

DearMr. Bosc, Octobcr 10, J938. 

I am in reoeipt to your letter dated the 2nd of October, whidı was piaced before 
the Exccutive Council. I am authorised to State in rcply as follovvs:— 

The Eaecutive Council of the All-India Müslim League regret very much that the 
Working Committee of the Congress should havc entirely misread my letter dated the 2nd 
of August, 1938, which is quıte clear, and does not rcquire any clucidation or fjıther in- 
terpretation. The Muslini League arc stili ready îo procecd with the negotiations for seltle- 
ment of the Hindu-Musliın question, on the basis dehned by my letter referred to above, 
and would appoint its reprcscntatives to meet the Committec, that may be appointed 
by the Congress, on the footîng indicated by us in our three resolutions of the 5th of June, 
1938, already communicatcd to you. 


As ali the oırrespondence so far in this eonneetion has been published, I am 
issuing this to the Press. 


Yours sincercly. 


M. A. Jinnah. 
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CABINET MISSION—LEAGLIE CORRESPONDENCE 


Letter dated 27th April, 1946. from Lord Pethıck--Lawrence to Mr. Jinnah 

The Cabinet Mission and His Excellency the Vıceroy have carefully reviewed ihe 
opinions expresspd to them by the vanous reprcstntatıves they have ınlervievved and have 
comc to the conciusion that they should make one further atteinpt to obtaın agreement 
bctween the Mııslım Lcague and the Congress. 

They realıse that it would be useless to ask the two partıes to meet unless they 
wpre able to place bcfore Ihem a basıs of ncgotiatıon whıch could lead lo such an agreement. 

1 am, thereforc, asked to mvite the Müslim Leaguc to send four negoLiators to 
mcet the Cahinet Mission and the Vıceroy together wıth a similar numberfrom the Congress 
Wûrking Commıttee with a view to discussing the possibılity of agreement upon a seheme 
based upon the followıng fundamental prmciples' 

The future constitutıonal strueture of Britısh Indıa to be as foIlows: 

A Union Government deahng wıth the following subjects: 

Foreign Affaırs, Defence and Comınunicacions. Thcre wiJl be two groups of 
p’^ovinces, the one of f he predoıninantly Hindu provınccs and the other of the predominantly 
Mıısipm provınccs, deahng with ali other subjects which the provınces in the respectıve 
grcups desıre to be dealt w'th m common. The Provıncıal Governments wıll dcal with alJ 
ether subjects and will have ali the residuary sovereign nghts. 

It is contempidtcd that the İndian States vvıll take their appropnate place in ihis 
struclııre on terms to be negotıaıetl with ıhem. 

l would poınt out that wc do not thııık jt eilher neccssnıy or desırable furthcı to 
elaboralc ıhesc principles as ali other mallcrs could be dealt wıth m the course of the 
negotiations. 

]f the Muslini League and Congress are prepared to enter ınto negotiations on 
this basjs, you ^vill perhaps be so goud as lo Ict me Ktiow the names of the four pcopie 
appoınted to ncgotiate on Ihcır behalf. As sovir as I rcceıve thesc 1 wıll Ict you knovv the 
locus of the negotiations whıch w(ll m all probabılity be in Sımla, where the climate vvıll 
be more tenıperate. 





Letter dated 29th Apnl, 1946.from the Presidert of the Müslim League to Lord 
Pclhick-Lawrence, 
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I thank you for your letter of the 27th April, which I placed bcfore my Working 
Committee, yestcrday moming. 

My coiLeagucs and [ fully appreciate the further attempt that the Cabinet Mıssion 
and His Exccllency the Viccroy are making to bring about an agreemcnt bctwecn the Müs¬ 
lim League and the Congress by proposing a mecting of tiıe representatives of the two 
organisations for the purpose of negotiatîng an agreement. They, however, desire me to 
invite your attention to the position taken up by the Müslim League since the passıng of the 
Lahore Resolution in 1940, and, thercafter, successîvely endorsed by the All-India Müslim 
League Sessions and again by the Convention of the Müslim League Legislators, as re- 
cently as the 9th of Apnl, 1946, as per copy cncloscd. 

The Work[ng Committee desire to point out that many important matters, both 
of principle and detad, in your brief letter, rcquire elucidation and clanfication, vvhich, 
in their opinion, can be achieved at the meeting proposcd by you. 


Therefore, without prcjudice or commitment the Working Committee, ın their 
anxiety to assist in hnding an agreed sofution of the Indian constitutıonal problem, have 
authorised me to nozninate three representatives on behalf of the Müslim League to parti- 
cipate in the negotiations. 

% 

The following are the four names: 

1. Mr. M. A. Jinnah; 2. Nawab Mohammad İsmail Khan; 3. Nawabzada 
Liaquat Ali Khan and 4. Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar. 


ENCLOSURE. 


MusU 


II 


Resolution, passed by the Subjects Committee, to be placed before the AU-India 
League Legislators’ Convention on April 9, 1946. 


Whereas, in this vast subeontinent of İndia a hundred miliion Muslims are the ad- 
herents of a faith which regulates cvery department uf their life (educational, social, eco* 
nomic and pclitical), whose code is not confined merely to spiritual doctnnes and tenets or 
ncuols and ceremonies and which stands in sJıarp contrast to the exclusive nature of Hindu 
dharma and philcrsophy whjch has fostered and maintained for thousands of years a rigid 
Caste System resulting in the dcgradatıon of 60 mıllion human beings to the position of 
untoııchables, creacıon of un-natural barriers between man and man and superimposıtion 
of social and economic inequalitıes ou a large body of the people of this country, and which 
threatens to reduce Muslims, Christıans and other minorities to the status of irredeemable 
helot, socially and economically; 



Whereas, the Hindu Caste System is a direct negation of nationalîsın, equality, 
democrac} and ali the noble ideals that İslam stands for; 

Whereas, dilTerent historical backgrounds, traditions, culturcs and social and 
economic orders of the Hindus and the Muslims have made impossıble the evolution of 
a single İndian nation inspired by common aspırations and ideals and whereas after cen- 
turies they stili remain twû distinct majör nations; 

Whereas, soon after the introduction by the British of the polıcy of setting up 
politıcal institutions in India on the lines of Western democracıes based on majority rule 
which meant that the majoıiLy of cne nation or society could impose its wj]l on the majority 
of the other nation or society in spite of their opposition as was amply demonstrated during 
the two and a half ycars' regime of Congress Government in the Hindu majority provinoes 
under the Government of India Act, 1935, when the Muslims were subjccted to untoJd 
harassment and oppression as a result of which they were convinced of the futility and 
meffeetiveness of the so-called safeguards provîded in tlıe constitution and in the Instnı- 
nıent of Instructions to the Govemors and were driven to the irresistible conciusion that 
in a United indian Federation, if established, the Muslims even in majority provinces 
wouId mect with no better fate and their rights and ınterests could never be adeguatdy 
proteeted agaînst the perpetual Hindu majority at the Centre; 


Whcrcas, the Muslims are convinced that with a vicw to save Müslim India from 
tho doııiination of the Hindus and in order to aJTord them full scope to develop themselves 
according to their genius, it is necessary to constitute a sovereign independent State com- 
prising Bengal and Assam ın the north-east 7onc and the Punjab, North-West Frontier 
Province, Sind and Baluchistan in the north'^’est zone. 


This Convention of the Müslim Lcague Legıslators of India, Central and Pro- 
vincial, after carefui consideraıion hereby declare that the Müslim Nation will never submit 
to any constitution for a United India and wı]l never partıcıpale in any single constitu- 
tion-making nıachinery set up for the purpose, and that any formuJa devised by the British 
Government for transferring power from the British to the peoples of India, which docs not 
conform to the folJowing just and equUable fHinciples calculatcd to maintain intemal peace 
and tranquility in the country, will not conınbute to the solution of the indian problem; 

1. That the zone comprising Bengal and Assam in the north-east and the Punjab, 
North-West Frontier Province, Sınd and Baluchistan in the north-west of India, namely 
Pakistan zones, w]ıeiT the Muslims are in a dominant majority, be constıtuted into a 
sovereign independent State and that an uncqui\oca] understanding be gıven to imple- 
ment the establishment of Pakistan without-de]ay; 

2. That two separate constitution-making boides be set up by p)eop]es of Pak¬ 
istan and Hindustan for the purpose of framing their respeetive constıtutions; 
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3. That the minontıes in Pakistan and Hindustan be provided with safeguards 
on the lines of the All-India Müslim League Resolution passed on the 23rd March, 1940, 
at Lahore; 

4. That the acceptance of the Müslim League demand of Pakistan and its ıınple- 
mentation vvithout delay are the sine qua non for the Müslim League co-operetion and 
participation in the formation of an interim govemment at the Centre. 

This Convention further emphatically declarcs that any attempt to impose a cons- 
titutıon on a United India basis or to force any interim arrangement at the Centre con- 
trary to the Müslim League demand will İcave the MusJims no alternalive but to resist such 
an imposilion by ali possible mcans for their survival and national existcnce. 

* * « 

Letter dated 29th Aprıl, l946.from Lord Pcthic~Lawrence to the President of tlıc 
Müslim League. 

Thank you for ynur lelter of the 29th April. The Cabinet Delegation are very 
glad to know that the Müslim League agree to enter the joint discussion with the represen- 
tatives of the Congress and ourselves, I am glad to say 1 have receivcd a letter from the 
President of the Congress to say that they are also wılling to participate in the proposed 
djscussions and have nominated Maulana Azad, Pandjt Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhaı Patel 
and Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan as their reoresentatives. 

4 

We have taken note of (he resolution of the Müslim League to which you draw 
our atıention. We have never contemplated that acceptance by the Müslim League and 
the Congress of our invitation Wüuld ımply as a prelıminary condıtıon full approval by 
ihenı of the terms set ouı in my letter. These terms are our proposed basıs for a settlemcnt 
and what we have asked the Müslim League Workıng Commıttee to do ıs to agree lo send 
its rcprescntatıves to mect ourselves and representatıves of the Congress in order to discuss 
Jt. 


We propose that these dıscussıons should be held at Sımla and ıntend to move 
there ourselves on NVednesday nexl. We hope that you wjll be able to arrange for the Müs¬ 
lim l.eague representati\b's to be ın Smıla m time to öpen the dıscussıons on the morning 
of Thursday, May 2. 


Agenda 


t. Groups of provınces— 

(a) Composition. 

(b) Method of deciding group subjects. 

(c) Character of group organisation. 



2. Union. 

(a) Union subjects. 

(b) Character of Union Constitution. 

(c) Fınance. 

3. Constitution-making machincry— 

(a) Composition. 

(b) Functions. 

(i) m respect of Union; 

(ii) in respect of groups; 

(ili) in respect of provinces. 


m 



* 


Letter daıed 8th May, 1946 from Lord Pethick-Lawrencc to the Presıdents of the 
Müslim League and the Congress. 

My collcdgues and I have becn thtnking över the best method of laying before the 
conference what in our judgment seems the most likely basis of agreement as shown by the 
deliberations so far. 

Wr have comc to the conciusion that ıt wıll bc for the convcnıence of the parties 
if W'C commit this to wrıling and send thcm confidential copies before the conference meets 
again. 


We hope to be in a posıt'on lu Jet you have this in the ceurse of the mornıng. But 
as this wjJl give you loo short a time lo :»tudy it adequatcly before the proposcd resump- 
tion of the conference at 3 o’clock this afternoon, I feel sure that you wıll agree that the 
nıecling be postponed until the same hours (3 o’clock) tomorrow afternoon, Thursday, 
9th May, and 1 hope thal you wıll concur m this change of time whıch wc are convmced 
is in the interests of ali parties. 


« 



* 


Letter dated 8th May, 1946, from the Prıvate Secretary to Lord Pethick- 
Lawrence to the Presıdent of the Müslim League. 
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Witb reference to the Secretary of Statc’s Icttcr to you this morning thc Cabînet 
Delegation wish me to send to you the enclosed document which is the paper to which 
the Secretary of State referred. The Delegation propose that this paper shouJd be discussed 
at the next meeting to bc held on Thursday afternoon at S p.m. if that is agreeable to the 
Congress—MusJim League delegates. 

Enclosure with letter of 8th May suggested points for agreement betwcen the 
representatives of the Congress and the Müslim League. 

1. There shall be an All-India Government and Legislature dealing with Foreign 
Affairs, Derence, Communications, Fundamental Rights and having the necessary powers 
to obtain for itself the hnances it requires for these subjects. 

2. Ali the remaining powers shall vest ın the provinces. 

3. Groups of provinces may be formed and such groups may determine the 
provincial subjects which they desire to take in common. 

4. The groups may set up their own executives and legislatures. 

5. The Legi.slature of the Union shall be composed of equal proportions, from 
thc Müslim majonty provinces and fronı thc Hindu majority provinces whether or any of 
them havc fonmed themselves into groups, together with representaüves of the Statesı 

6. The Government of the Union shall be constituted in the same proportion 
as the Legislature. 

7. The ı^nstitutions of the Union and the groups (if any) shall contaiıı a pro- 
vision Avhereby any province can by a majority vote cf its legislative assembly cali for a 
Tcconsideration of the terms of the constitution after an initial peıiod of ten years and al 
ten yearly intervals thereafter. 

For the purpose of such reconsideration, a body shall be constituted on the same 
basis as the originaJ Constitutent Assembly and with thc same provisions as to voting 
and shall have power to amend the constitution in any way decided upon. 

8. The consıitution-making machincry to arrive at constitution on the abovc 
basis shall be as rolIows: 


A. Representatives shall be eleeted from each Provincial Assembly in proportion 
to thc streugth of the various parties in that Assembly on the basis of one-tenth of their 
numbers. 


B. Representatives shall be invited from the States on the basis of their popu 
lation in proportion to the representation from British İndia. 



C. The Constitutcnt Assembly so formed shall mcct at the earliest date possible 
in New Delhi. 

D. After its preliminary meeting at which the general order of busincss 
wlll bc settied it will divide into three sections, one section representing the 
Hindu majority provinces, one section representing the Müslim majority provinces and 
one representing the States. 

E. The hrst two sections will then meet separately to dccide the provincial consti- 
tutions for their group and, if they wish, a group constıtution. 

F. When these have becn settied it wil! be öpen to any province to decide to opı 
out of its original group and into the other group or to remain outside any group. 

G. Thereafter the three bodies will meet together to settie the constıtution 
for the Union on the Jines agreed in paragraphs 1—7 above. 

H. No majör poinC in the Uıdoû constıtution whith aifccts the communal issue 
shall be deemed to be passed by the Assembly unless a majority of both the two com- 
munities vote in its favour. 

9. The Viceroy shall forthwith cali together the above constitution-making 
machinery which shall be governed by the provlsions staled in paragraph 8 above. 

« « « 


Letter dated 8th May, 1946, from the President of the Müslim League to Lord 
Pethick-Lawrcnce. 

I have now receivcd the letter of your Private Sccretary, dated Sth May, 1946, 
and the enelosed document to whıch you had referred in your earlier letter of Sth May, 
1946. It is proposed by you that thıs '‘paper” bc discussed at the nexl meeling of the con- 
fercnce to be held on Thursday aftemoon at 3 p.m. if thıs is agreeable to the Müslim League 
Oelegation. 

Your proposal embodied in your letter of 27th April, 1946 runs as follows: 

“A Union Government deaJing with the following subjects-Fureign AfTaira, 
Defence and Communications. Thcre wıll be two groups of provinces, the onc 
of the prcdominantlv Hindu provinces and the other of the predommandy Müslim 
provinces, dealing wıth ali other subjects which the provinces in ıhe respıective 
groups desire to bc dealt with in common. The Provincial Govemments wıll dcal 
with ali other subjects and will have ali resıduary sovercıgn nghls.” 
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This matter was to be discussed at Simla and we agreed to attend the conference 
on Sunday, 5th May, 1946, on the terms of my letter, dated 28th April, 1946. 

You were good enough to explain your formula and then after hours of discussion 
on the 5th and 6th of May, the Congress finally and definitely turned down the proposed 
Union confined only to three subjects even wıth power to Jevy contribution for fînancıng 
the Union. 

Next, your formula clearly envisaged an agrecment precedcnt belvvecn the Con¬ 
gress and the Müslim League with regard to the grûupıng of Müslim and Hindu provinces 
and the formation of two Federations of the grouped provinces and it followed that there 
must be two constitution-making maehmenes. İt was on that hasis that some kınd of Union 
was suggcsted m your formula conhned only to three subjects and our approval was sought 
in order to put into this skeleton blood and llesh. 

Ihis proposal was also categorically tumcd down by the Congress and the meeting 
had to be adjourned for the Mission toconsidcr the matter further as to what steps they 
may take ın the matter. 

And now the enelosed document has been sent to us with a view that “this paper 
should be discussed at the next meeting to be held on Thursday afternoon at 3 p.m.“Thc 
headıng of the paper ıs “Suggested points for agreement betwcen the reprcsenlatives of 
the Congress and the Müslim League.” By whom are they suggested, it is not made clear 

Wc are of the opinion that the new suggested points for agreement arc a fundamen- 
tal deparlurc from the original formula embodied in your letter of 27th April, which was 
rejected by the Congress. 

To mention some of the important points vve arc now asked to agree that Ihcre 
should be onc All-lııdia Union Government in terms of paragraphs 1- 7 of this paper, 
which adds one more subject to be vested in the Union Government, ı.e. “Fundamejıtal 
Rights ' and ıt is not made clear vvhether the Union Government and Legıslature will have 
power or not to obtain for itself the iinanccs by means of taxation. 

In the new “suggcstions” the question of grouping of provinces is left cxactly as 
the Congress spoVesmen desıred in the course of discussions that have taken place hitherto, 
and is tolally different from your original formula. 

That there should be a sıngle conslıtution-makıng body, we can never agree to, 
ııor can we agree to the method of formation of constıtution-makıng maehmenes suggested 
ın the paper. 

There are ınany other objeetionable features contained in the suggestions vvhıch 
we have not deolt with as vve are only dealing with the main points arising ou t of this paper. 
In these circumstances, vve think, no useful purpose will be served to discuss this paper 





as it is a complete departure from your original forroula, uniess aftcr what we have said 
above, you wil[ desire us to discuss it in the oonferenoe itself tomoiTow. 

* * * 


Letter dated 9th May, 1946 from Lcrd Pethick-Lawrence to the President of the 
Müslim Lcague., 

I have to ackaovvlcdge your Ictter of ycsterday which I have showıı to my coUeagues. 
İn it you raise a number of issues to which 1 propose to reply in order. 

1. You daim that Congress “finally and definitely tumed down the proposed 
Union confined only to three subjects even with power to levy contribution for finandng 
the Union/’ This statement is not in accord wîth my recoUection of what took plaoe in 
the conference room. It is true that the Congress reprcsentatives exprcsscd their view that 
the liiDLtation was too naiTow and argued further that even so Umited it neccssariJy in- 
cluded certain ancîllary matters. Up to a point you recogniscd that there was some force 
in the argument because you agreed, as I understood that some power to obtain the neces- 
sary finance must be given, there was no hnal decision on this matter (or of coursc on any 
other). 

2. Next you claiaiı if I understand you aright, that our reference to the forma- 
tion of groups is at variance wıth the formula in our invitation. I am afraid 1 cannot accept 
this view, İt is of cour.se, a slightJy ampJified form because it specifies the mannerin which 
the provinces can decide as to joiniag any particular group. This amplified form is put 
forward by us as a rrasonable compromise becween the views of the Müslim Lcague and 
those originally expressed by Congress against grouping at ali. 

3. You further take exception to the machinery that we suggest should be set 
up for making the constitution. 1 would point out to you, however, that you yourself in 
explaiııing how your two constitution-makıng bodies wouJd work agreed on Tuesday last, 
in the conference that they would have to join together m the end to dccide the constitution 
of the Union and you took no exception to their having a prehminary session ın common 
to decide procedure. What we are proposing is in fact precisely the same thing expressed 
in dÜTerent words. 1 am, therefore, quite at a loss to understand what you have in mind 
when you use ihe words “this proposal was aiso categorically tumed down by the Con¬ 
gress,” 

4. İn your ncxt succeeding paragraph you ask who it is that makes the sugges- 
tions that are containcd in the documcnt 1 sent you. The answcr is the Cabinct Mission 
and His EKoellency the Vjccroy who make them in our endcavour to bridge the gap bet- 
ween the viewpoints of the Congress and the Muslitn Lcague. 
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5. You ncxt take exception to our departing from the original formula in my 
invitation. 1 would remind you that in accepting my original invitation neither the Müslim 
Lcague nor the Congress bound itself to accept in full the original formula, and in my 
reply of April 29,1 wrote thcse words: 

“We have never contemplated that acceptance by the Müslim League and the 
Congress of our invitation would imply as a perliminary condition full approval by them 
of the terms set out in my letter. These terms arc our proposed basis for a settlcment and 
what we have asked the Müslim League Working Committee to do is to agree to send 
its representatives to meet ourselves and representatives of the Congress in order to dis- 
cuss it.' 


Indeed this is the only sensible attitude because the object of ali our discussions 
is to explore every conceivable possibility of reaching agreement. 

6. 'Tundamental Rights" were inciuded by us in our suggestions for addition to 
the list of Union subjects it seemed to us that it would be of benefit both to the large com- 
munities and to the small minorities for them to be put in and accordıngly to be worthy 
of consideration in our conference. As to hnance. it will of course be quite öpen to discuss 
in the conference the precise sjgnificance of the inciusion of this word in ıts context. 

7. Your two following paragraphs arc mainly a recapitulation of your previous 
arguments and have been already dealt with above. 

From your last paragraph I understand that though you do not consider in the 
circumstances that any good purpose would be served by the attendance of the Müslim 
League Delegation at the conference fîxed for this afternoon, you arc willing to coıne 
if we express a desirc that you should do so.My colleagues and 1 wish to obtain the vievvs 
of both parties on the document submitted and therefore, would be glad to sec you at the 
Conference, 



Memorandum by the Presıdcnt of the Müslim League embodying minimum 
demands by way of an ofTer, in accordance with the Conference decision, dated 
12th May, 1946. 


Prînciples to be agreed to as our offer 

1. The six Muslim-Provinces (Punjab, N. W. F. P., Baluchistan, Sind, Bengal 
and Assam) shall be gıouped and wili deal with ali other subjects and matters except Foıeign 
Affairs, Defcncc and Communications necessary for Defence, which may be dealt with by the 
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constitution-making bodies of thc two groups of provinces-Muslim provinccs (hereinaftcr 
named Pakistan Group) and Hindu provinccs—sittlng togcther. 

2. There shalJ be a separate constitution-making body for thc six Müslim pro- 
vinces named above, which will frame constitutions for the group and thc provinccs in thc 
group and will determine thc list of subjects that shall be Provincial and Central (of the 
Pakistan Federation) with residuary sovereign powers vesting in the provinccs. 

3. The method of eleetion of the representatives to the constitution-making 
body \Mİ1 be such as wou]d secure proper representation to the various communities in 
proportion to their population in each provınce of the Pakistan Group. 

4. Aftcr the constitutions of Ihe Pakistan Federal Government and the provinccs 
are finally framed by the constitution-making body, it will be öpen to any province of 
the group to dtcide to opt out of its group, provided the wishes of the people of that pro¬ 
vince are ascertained by a referendum to opt out or not. 

5. Jt must bc open to discussion in the joınt constitution-making body as to whe- 
ther the Union will have a Legislature or not The method of providing thc Union with 
fînance should also be left for decision of the joint meetıng of the two constitution-making 
bodies but in no event shall it be by means of taxation. 

6. There should be parity of representation between the two group of provinccs 
in the Union Exccutıve and the Legislature, if any. 

7. No tnajor pomt in the Union constitution which affects the communal issue 
shall be deemed to be passed in the joint constitution-making body, unless the majority 
of the members of the constitution-making body of the Hindu provinccs and the majority 
of the members of the constitution-making body of the Pakistan Group, present and voting, 
are separately m its favour. 

8. No decision, legislaıive, executive or administrative, shall be taken by thc 
Union in regarci to any matter of controversial nature, cxcept by a majority ofthrec-fourths. 

9. In group and provincial constııutıon fundamentaJ rights and safeguards con- 
cerning religıon, culture and other matters of the different communities wiJl bc provided 
for. 

10. The constitution of the Union shall contaJn a provision whereby any provinoe 
can, by a majority vote of its Legislotive Assembly cali for reconsideroıioa of the terms of 
the Constitution, and wıil have the liberty to secede from the Union at any tiınc after an 
initial period of ten years. 

These are the principlcs of our ofTer for a peaccful and amicable settlement and 
thİB ofier stands in its entirety and ali matters mentioned hercin are interdependent. 

• • • 
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NAWAB OF CHATTARI 


20th July, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

As I have accepted a salaried appointment in an Indjan State, I write this to 
tender ıny resignation from the membcrship of the Council of the AU-lndia Müslim League. 
İt is nccdless for me to say that your good wishes and blessings would a]ways be a source 
of great strength to me, and I am sure that they wou]d not be denied. 

Wtth kind regards, 

Yours sincerciy, 
Ahmed Said. 


« * * 


July 30, 1941. 

Dear Nawab Sahib, 

1 received your letter dated, July the 20th from Chaıtari ia the afternoon of the 
24th of July, 1941. On examining the envelope 1 find that it wa5 posted and registered at 
Delhi on the 22nd of July. 

I bcg to İnfonn you that it was decided before the receipt of your letter to take 
disdplinaıy action against you, as indıcated by my statement issued on the 2İst, as you 
wcTe a member of the Müslim League, for having joined the so-caUed National Defcnce 
Council. [ regrrt, therefore, that apaıt from the tecimicality that your letter should havo 
been addressed to the Secretary, I am unable to accept your resignation, pending the result 
of the dİBCİpllaary action that has to be taken against you. However, 1 am forwardiııg your 
letter to the Secretary of the All-India Müslim League. 

Yours sinoerely. 


« * * 
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M. A. Jiımah. 



LORD CHELMSFOFD, VICEROY 


Mouııt Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay. 

28th March, 1919. 

Your Exccllency, 

The passing of thc Rowlat Bili by the Government of Indıa, and the assent 
given to it by Your Excellency as Governor-Generai agaınst the wıll of the pcople, has 
severely shaken the trust reposed by them in Bntish justıce.Further, it has clearly demons- 
trated the constitution of the fmperial Legislative Councıl, which is a legislature but in 
name—a machıne propelied by a foreîgn executıve. Neither the unanımous members nor 
the entırc public opinion and feelmg outsîde has met vvith the Jcast rcspect. 

The Government of India and Your Exccllency, howevcr, havc ihouglıt it fit to 
place on the Statute Book a nıeasure admıttedly obnoxious and decidedly cocrcivc at a time 
of peace, thereby substituting the executive for the judıcîat. 

Besides, by passing thıs Bili, Your Exceliency’s Government have actıvey ne- 
gatıved every argument they advanctd, but a year ago when they appealed to India for 
help at the War Ccmferencc, and have ruthlessly trampled upon the pnndples for whıch 
Great Britaın avowcdly fought thc war. 

The fundamental prınciplcs of jusljce havc bcen uprooled, and thc constitutional 
rights of the pcoplc have been violafed at a time when ihere is no real danger to the State 
by an overfrelful and incompetcnt bureaucrac>, which is neiıher responsıble lo the pcople 
nor in touch wilh real public opinion, and thcır sole piea ıs thal the powcrs when they 
are assumed wUl not be abuscd. 


I, thercfore, as a protest against the passing of the Bili and the ınanner ın whıch 
İt was passed, tender my resignaiıou as a mcmber of ıhc Impcrial Legislative Council, for 
I t'ccl that undcr the prevailing condilıons l can be of no use lo my pcoplc in the Councıl, 
nor cnnsistently vvith onc’s self-rcspect co-operatioıı is possible wıth a Government that 
shows süch utter disrcgard for the opinion of thc represenlatıves of the people m the Councıl 
Chamber, and for the feelmgs and sentımeuts of the people outsjde. 

İn my opinion, a Government ıhat passes or sanetions auch a law m times of 
peace forfeils its daim to be called a civiliscd Government and I stili hope that the Sccrelary 
of State for India, Mr. Montague, wıH advise His Majesty to signıfy his disallovvancc to 
this Black Act. 

Yours truly, 







M. A. Jınnah. 


65 



MR. I. I. CHUNDRIGAR 


10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi, 

12th April, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Chundrigar, 

I shall feel obliged if you can ascertain whether Mr. Mohammed Habib of Habib 
Bank Limited, Bombay or Mr. Hasham Premji would serve on the “Planning Committee’*. 
Please see them personally and let me know. In the event of their refusing suggest some 
other name but it must be an outstanding name of a practical businessman. Please let 
me know without delay, if possible by wire. 


Yours sincercly, 
Jinnah. 



Bombay, 

2nd May, 1944. 

Dear Quaid-i-Azanı, 

Your letter dated the 12th April 1944 tvas reccived by me after the recent terrific 
explosion and huge Rres caused by them on the 14th ultimo. 1 had, therefore, a litüe 
time at my disposal to attend to your letter. However, I approached Mr. Mohammed Ali 
Habib t^ıvıcc and though he appears half inclined to accept a seat on the Planning Com- 
mittee. he has not yel tinally made up his mind. Mr. Mohammad Husain Hasham Premji 
is unwiiling to accept a seat on the Committee. İt is difficult to make another choice 
but if Mr. Mohammed Ali Habib ultimately declines, may 1 suggest to you any of the 
following persons. — 

]. Mr. A. A. Maskati, 

2. Mr. Habib İbrahim Rehmatuİlah 

Newly elceted President of the Müslim Chambcr of Commerce, Bombay. 

3. Khan Bahadur Haji Hassanali P, İbrahim. 


Yours sincerely, 


1.1. Chundrigar. 



Bombay, 

29th May. 1944. 


Dcar Ouaid-i-Azam, 

My further attempts to pursuade Mr. Mobamnıed Ali Habib to accept a seat on 
Ihe PJanning Committee have not borne fnııt. İ then pressed Mr. Mohammed Husain 
Hasham Premji and be has agreed to serve on the Committee. The only snag is that he is 
not a member of the Müslim League and is unwilling to be a member. If you are prepared 
to nominate a non-member, he will be a good choice.If not, I think Mr. Abdul Kader Sheikh 
of Surat will be an excellent choice. Though he is not actualJy m business, he is a man of 
exceptional intelligence and wide eKpenence. However, if you desire to select a man actuaUy 
in business, 1 think Khan fiahadur Hasanali P. İbrahim wiJI be a good choice, He is an 
active league worker and has thorough knowledge of business and is actually doing 
business in several items. 

When are you İJkely to return to Bombay, 

W/th best vvishes 


Yours sincerciy, 
I. T. Chundrigar. 



t 



Srinagar, 

13th June, 1944. 

Dear Mr. Chundrigar, 

I thank you for your letter of May 29th. I have already cummunicated with 
Mr. Mohamcd Hasham Prcjmi, whosc Jetter I rcccived a few days ago. 

Thanking you for the troublc. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Bombay, 

26th January, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

There is an urgent need of an Englısh Weekly in this Province to advocate the 
Müslim League point of view and to carry on Müslim League propaganda among the 
English knowing public. Various schemes were considered from time to time for starting 
an Englısh Weckly or Daily from Bombay. Of the several schemes placed before you, you 
were good enough to give your name as a founder to an English Weekly which may be 
looked after by a Committee consisting of Mr. I. I. Chundrigar, Mr. Abdul Kader Shaikh 
and Mr. Thariani. Some time later a suggestion was made to incinde Mr. Sadık also in 
this Committee and you accepted that suggestion. We formed a Committee of these four 
persons to start an English Weekly from Bombay. Ali the four membcrs agreed tojoin 
the Committee before you left. After your departure, I tried to get in touch with them. 
After great dıfüculty, I could get Mr. Thariani and Mr. Sadık at my place and both of 
them ultimately expressed theır unwilUngness to go ahead with the seheme. My first re- 
aetion was that Mr. Thariani was probably unwilling to go ahead with Mr. Sadik on the 
Committee. When Mr. Sadik also deciıned to rcnıain on the Committee I got ın touch wıth 
Mr. Thariani ağam and requested him to continue, now that Mr. Sadik had alıcady dec- 
Iıned to remain on the Committee. Even then, Mr. Thariani did not agree. It appears that 
he wantcd to start the paper as a business and dıd not like the clause empowering you to 
take över the paper vvhenever you chose. The posıtıon then was that only myself and 
Mr. Abdul Kader Shaikh were svıllıng to go ahead, It may be mentioned that Mr. Thariani 
had at an earlierstage agreed to ali the details ofthecnterprise. He agreed to engage Mr. Mat- 
lub H Sayed as the Editör on Rs. 400/- per month. He agreed to get the paper priııted 
at the Rntish Tndia Press at the rate quoted by them W]th such reduetion as we could secure 
through some ehanneh. He had agreed to take up an office whıch was available. He sug- 
gested the name of a furniture merehant from whom he could purehase the requisite arliclcs. 
The plans havmg proceedcd so far and Mr. Matlub having been already engaged and 
authorıty having been given to Mr. Matlub to engage the stafT to assıst him, we find our- 
selves in a very serious prcdicament. AH the necessary staff ıs engaged by now. 

The Bntısh İndıa Press is one of the largest Printıng prçsses in Bombay and it 
has been purehased h} the Mullajı Saheb and it appears that Ihere are some partners 
in that concern. Mr. Yusuf Faizulla Bhai is one of tlıem and is appoiııted the Managıng 
Dırector of llıc press. Wc havc decidcd to take up Mr, Faizullah Bhai as a third member 
of the Committee subject to your approval. 

We have already started work and have incurred an cxpenditure of nıore than 
Rs. 2000/-. Mr. Matlub has been engaged as an Edıtoı and the other staff has been engaged 
and cven the material for the first issue. 

I cnelose hercwjth another letter on the lines suggested by you at Bombay and 
1 hope to rcccivc from you a rcply on the lines mentioned by you. 

Yours Sincerely, 

1. ]. Chundrigar 




£ ndosıve 

Bombay, 

26th January, 1946. 


The Müslim League Organisation sufiers a very great handicap for want of an 
Englısh medium through whjch it can carry ıls message both to the Englısh reading public 
and Government quarters. With a view to overcoı/e this handicap we have decided to 
start an Englislı Weekly from Bombay. 

We were aware that you intend to start an English Daily from Bombay in near 
future and we also feel that the startıng of this Wcekly will clear the ground for the startıng 
of an Englısh Daily. Wc have, therefore, decided to start ıt on the rollowing condıtions 
which wcre discussed wıth you by Mr. Chundrigar. 

(1) That wc the undersigned wıll contribute in equal shares whatever capıtal 
is ııecessary for starting this English Weekly which wıll be named the “Star”. 

(2) With a view to facılıtate >our plans for the starting of an Englısh Daily 
from Bombay and wıth a view that this Weekly “Star” may be convcnıenlly 
developed ınto an Englısh Daily in near future, ıt is agreed that you will 
be Ibe sole proprietor of the “Star” and that ıt \vill be öpen to you at any 
time to take över this Weekly from us. 

(J) During the penod that we run the paper, we shaJI be responsıble for any 
loss that may be occasioned by the running of this paper and we shalL take 
vvhalcvcr profit ıs nıadc duıing that period. 

(4) It is ho\ve\cr djslinctly agreed that should this Weekly prove a profitable 
venue, we will not charge you any goödwill, but svıll accept from you the 
value of the assets on the date of your takmg ovcr at cost price. 

(5) That you wıll please give your name as the founder of this paper. 

We have taken up an ofîice for this newspaper at 16-18 Old Customs Housc 
Road, and have engaged the Editör and other necessary staff and have also made arrangc- 
ments for printing this netvspaper at the Bntısh India Press. We are now mcrely awaiting 
your benedıctıons to bring out ıhe first ıssuc and wc rcqucst you to send us your inspıring 
message for startıng this Weckly. 


Yours Sinccrely, 

I. I. Chundrigar 
Abdul Kader Shaikh. 

* * * 
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2nd February, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Chundrjgar, 

1 am reccjpt of your Ictter of the 26th January, and the ofTer made by Mr. Abdul 
Kader Shaikh and yourself, and the undertaking embodied therein which is enclosed v^lth 
your Icttcr. On these terms, I have no objcction to your using my name aa a Foundcr of 
Englısh WeckJy “Star”, which you propose to establish, but I shail not be responsıble 
in any other way for the management, control and administration of this venture. 

1 am ako encJosing a mcssage for “Star” on a seperate sheet. 

Yours sincerely, 


« « * 


M. A. Jınnah. 


THE RT. HON’BLE WINSTON S. CHURCHILL 

10 Aurangzeb Road, 

New Delhi. 

I5th August, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Churchili, 

I thank you for your cablegram, acknowledging my letter, and your reply of 
3rd August, 1946. 

I am rather surpriscd lo read paragraph 3 of your letter. It shows that even you 
have not got a full grasp of the situation .n Indıa and ıt secms that your Press is not very 
hclpful in that direclion whiJe the Congress propaganda of misreprcsentatıon Js so wideJy 
spread and their Press so povverfuily organised by the capıtalist patrons of the Congress. 

What do you expect the Mussalmans to do? You admit the tendencies İn England 
to suppon the Congress arc very strong in the Goveıament party, We have had a bitter 
taste of it perhaps the bıttcrcst. The Müslim League was progressivdy betrayed by tlve 
Cabmet Delegation aud the Vıceroy and was bemg gradually steamrolled. Whçn the Scc- 
retary of State for Fndia and his colicagues and the Viceroy finaJly discjosed iheir hands, 
undoubtedly, there could he only one result and that is a general revolt agamst the Bnıısh. 
For else, who is responsible to force down and thrust upon 100 mıllion Muslims of Jndia 
terms whiçh the Congress alone wıll be pJcascd to accept? Even the final proposals of the 
Cabmet Mission both wjth regard to the iong-term and short-term wıth vvhıch I vvas far 
from satısfied, were rejceted by the Crmgress and the Müslim League alone accepted them; 
and now the Viceroy is making efforts to propitiate the Congress. 

The situation is very scrious and dangerous; and ıt is very difficult for me to makc 
you understand the detaıls, but since you have CKpresscd a desire to hear from me I am 
cnelosing hcrewıth copıcs of my recent statements to the Press. 

Yours sincerely, 


M. A. Jinnah. 



Text of telegram received by Qaaid-e-Azam on Angnst 31, 1946. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah 10 Aurangzeb Road, New Delhi 1 have received your impor 
tant letter and 1 and my conscrvative colleagues vvilL give it careful attention. 

Winston Churchjll. 


* * * 

RT, HON’BLE DAVID LLOYD GEORGE, 
Prime Minister of Greaf Britain and Ireland. 


August 27, J919. 



We the undersigned Members of the All-India Müslim League Deputatıon, bcg 
to place beforc you the followıng representatıon on behaif of the Musalmans of Indıa. 

Many mernorials and represcı»tations from vanous bodies have already bccu 
sent to you. wc will not therefore so far as possıble, repeat the same grounds but conhne 
ourselves to the feclings and sentıments of Musiıms in Indıa, regardıng the future of the 
Ottoman Empire. 

For gcnerations pasi the Muslims of Indıa generally have recognized the Khilafat 
of the House of Osman and Constanimople as Darul-Islam and Khilafat (the seat of İslam 
and the Khalifa). for many ceiıtuues the Sultan of Turkey has been recognısed as the 
Servant of the Holy Places of İslam and their custodian by ali the Muslims of the world, 
inciuding tlıe Shareef of Mccca. VVhenever Turkey has been in trouble a reaction of ıt has 
been fclt m Indıa, and the Muslims have done ali to help the Sultan of Turkey as the head 
of İslam to maintain his îpırituaA and temporal honour and positıon. More than önce the 
Government of İndia itself encouraged the Musîıms ın that sympaihy. The greater the 
üaager for Turkey the more concerned Muslims have felt. So much sc that in modern 
tiınes dunng the Balkan Wars, Muslims of İndia organjsed a Red Crcscent fund for 
Turkey at a very great cost. 

The rclations bctwcen !he Muslims uf Indıa and the Sultan of Turkey have always 
been a necognised and estahlıshed fact. As late as 27ı]ı January 1909 when a deputation 
of the Lonodn Müslim League waıted upon Lord Morely, Ihc Ihcn Secretary of State for 
İndia, his repJy contained these words “I knotv very vvell that any injustice any suspicion that 
we were capablc of being unjust to Mohammadans in Indıa would certaınly have a very 
severe and injurious reaction ın Constantınopie". 

Not only during the war but even after the armistice His Eıcellency The Viceroy, 
on behaif of the Secretary of State for İndia assured the Muslamaos of İndia in repJy to 
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thc resolutions passed by the All-India Müslim League in December last in these words. 
“As regards Lhe Khılafat, His Majesty's Government adhere as they have throughout ad- 
hered to their publıc pronounceınent that the questıon of thc Khilafat is one that solely 
affects Muslıms themselves without interference.” 

The anxıcly of the Muslamans of India was mainly due to the positions of their 
Khalifa. They were conforted by thc promises of the Secretary of State for India by which 
they understood that the status of their Khalifa would be left unhurt and he would contınue 
to remain the servant and custodian of thc Holy Places of İslam as well as that his seat as 
Constantinople would not be dısturbcd. 

On 5th January, 1918 you, Sır, spoke “not mcrely the mind of thc Government, 
but of lhe nations and of the Empıre as a vvhole" that “Nor are we fighting,... to deprıve 
Turkey of ıts Capital, or of the rich and renowned lands of Asıa Minör and Thrace, whıch 
are predominantly Turkish in race. . . We do not challengc the maintenance of thc Turkish 
Empire ın îhe homelands of the Turkish race wılh ils capıtal at Constantinople”, 

Now that victory has been achieved to which the Muslıms blood and money 
havc contributed not u lıttle the Muslıms have a right to daim that nothıng v»i\\ bc done 
to whıttle down or alter the pledge you gavc to the vvorld generally and Muslıms ın parti- 
cular in the above words. 

İn Ihıs conneclıon we takc thc lıberty to remind you that when the \var broke 
out thc message sent by thc King to the princes and pcoplc of India contııned thc foIIoNving 
words. “Had 1 stood aside whcn m dehance of pledges to whıch my Kıngdom \vas a party 

the soıl of Belgian was vıolated and her cıties laid desolate_I should have sacnfied 

my bonour.. ..paranıount regard for trcaty, faith and the pledged vvord of rulcrs and 
peoples is the common hentage of England and India.” 

Indıans have a right to daim that “Paramount regard” shall now bc paıd to the 
“pledged vvords” to vvhich India wa5 a “party”. 

Wc beg to submıf that the occupation of Symarna by the Greck is a direcı encroach- 
ment upon Ihese pledged words and ıt has caused great anxiety and resentment amongst 
thc Muslims because ol that, and also because of the ınassacres of their co-rciıgionists 
committed by the Greeks there before the very eyes of lhe Bntısh men-of-war. 

As regards the non-Turkish portions of lhe Ottoman Empıre, we understand that 
the Müslim population preponderates in ail of them including Armenia and mobt of them 
contam the sacred places and shrınes of Muslıms. The world of İslam is agreed that they 
should remain in Muslini possession as before lhe war, which would be quıte ın accord 
with the rcıterated avoqal of the Eıitente Powers when they sought the help and coopera- 
tion of Müslim nations that their war aims were entırely free from territorial ambıtions 
and relıgious aspıratıons and that thc Müslim Holy Lands will be “ımmune from attack 
and molestation”. The views of Müslim relıgious leaders and their Fatwas expressing the 
necessity under thc constitution of İslam of k^ping the whole of the Jazirat-ul-Arab free 
from every non-Muslım control or intcrference, either direct or indirect, have already been 


72 



submitted to the Viceroy of India and we beg to draw, Sir, your earnesL attention to them. 
What has happened lately in the Hedhaz as regards the Wahabbi activitıes has convınced 
the Muslims stili further that the Sultan of Turkey alone is the sovereign fit to be the De- 
fender of the Faith and the Custodian of the Holy Places. 


Wıth great respect but with sincere earnestness we beg to poınt out, Sir, (hat the re- 
ply given by the Councıl of Ten at Paris to the Ottoman Memorandum has caused a great 
dısappumtment to the Muslims. Instead of answenng the Ottoman delegates and the 
Müslim world, that the ‘*pleged vvords” of the fintish Prime Minıster and the Presıdent 
of the United States of America shall be scrupulously honoured and the vıews of the Mus 
hms of the world particularly of the seventy two mıJlions of India shall be fuHy respeeted 
and due regard shall be paîd to the demands of the constitution of İslam, it seems that the 
only Müslim Empire in Europe will be relegated to a very low and insıgnîficant posıtion 
among the religıons and ruling nations of the worId. The disappointment is felt greater 
bccause the Muslims of India are fuliy convinced that Great fintaın was not only the chıef 
factor in securing the victory agamst Turkey, but has aİso otherwise a paramount influence 
in scttling the questıon of the Ottoman Eınpırc. We nced not add that ıf Great Britaın be- 
comes a party ın rcducing H.I.M. The Sultan of Turkey and the Khalifa of the Müslim 
world to the status of a petty sovereign the reaction ın India v/ıll bc colossal and abiding 


VVe conciude by submitting that statesmanship can find means of securing per- 
manently the life and an absolutely unmolcsted opportunity of autonomous development 
of the subject natıonalıties of the Ottoman Empire wıthout takıng recourse to ıts dis- 
raemberment vvithout gıving the militar> vıcıory a relıgious characler of makıng it a sıgn 
of the triumph of one religion över the other and wİthoüt inflıctıng humiliatİon and dis- 
honour on İslam. 

We have Ihe honour to be 

Sır, 

Your most obedient servants. 





* 


M. A. Jınnah, 
Haşan imam, 
E. M. Bhurgari, 
Yaqub Haşan. 


SIR FAZLE HUSAIN 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hili, 

Bombay 
1 İth May, 1934. 

Uear Fazlc Husain, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 25th April. Yes, I am very much better noWp 
and hope that 1 shall be able to sail on the 24th May. I am glad that you approve of the 
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resolution passed by the Ali India Moslem L^ague. It is a great comfort to ine that I have 
the approval of a man whose judgment I vaiue. I also, whcn 1 was in Delhi, was anxious 
to see you, but on account of my indifferent health at the moment and the pressure of work 
during the few days that 1 was there I was unable to do so. 1 am glad that you are much 
better and trust you wıll be soon quite well. 


Thanking you again for your good-vvishes fnr my speedy recovery. 


1 remain, 
yours sincerely, 


M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


* 


% 


15th May, 1934. 

My dear Jinnah, 

1 was very pleased to get yours of the II th May, sayıng that you have recovercd 
from your jndisposıtıon and that you hope to be slrong enough to sail on the 24th. I wish 
you a complete recovery and the best of health. İndıa and, jn partıcular, Müslim India 
cannot afford to lose you, Men of clear Vision, ındependent judgment and strength of 
charactcr are very rew, and when one sees cfforis madc in non-Muslim Indian quarters 
not 10 help genuinely Müslim India wıth a vicw to secure ıheır co-operation but simply to 
persuade the Müslim community to entrust ıls future to them, the need for a streng man 
of ındependent judgment, ıntegrity and strength of characLer beenmes apparent and over- 
whelmıngly great. 

Indian leaders have, 1 much regret to say, made a mess of poiıtîcal work in India, 
and during the lası t .>'0 years or so, Eglish publıc life has undergone a great change. From 
thıs distance, owıng to lack of louch and lack of kuowIedgc, I can hardly form an opinion 
but you have been there undoubtedly know that İndıa's case stands a very poor chance 
in the publıc life cf England today, This ıs no doubt niost regıettable, but then what is 
ihe altemalıvc? Bctwcen the Devıi and the Deep Sea, the Müslim community must kecp 
its hcad. At such erises it is only men of very outstandıng abılity like yours who can guidc 
the community, and that is why 1 was very pleased ındeed when 1 found you had given your 
consent to reorganıse the league under your leadeıshjp. 

With best wishes, I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazle Husain 

* • * 
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MR. A. K. FAZLUL HUQUE 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 


8th Deceıtıber, 1940. 


You must have read in the papers my statements on the necessity of a final at- 
tempt to solve Ihe communal problem of India. I do not wish to do anythıng vvithout your 
consent and I am, therefoıe, wrıtıng these rew lines to request you to cali a meetıng of 
the Working Committce or of the Council of the All-India Müslim Leaguc as early as 
possible. In ali my statements, I have said nothıng beyond the factthat the League might cali 
the conference. Some day or the other, these communal dıfferences w]ll be made up, but 
J do not see any reason why the Müslim League should not talce the wind out of the saiJs 
of oLher orgaııisatıons and sccure to itself the Oredit of having done the greatest possible 
service to India and her people. Let us discuss, and if we fail, the blame wıll not be ours. 
As regards the subjects to he discussed, I wiU send you my note later on. 

Yours sincerely, 

Fazlul Huque. 


* 


« 




llth December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Fazlul Huque, 

Apart from the wisdom of ibis move on your part, 1 regret to say thai you should 
have adopted this course withaut rcference to me. From your statement, it follows that 
you are forcıng the Müslim League that they should take the ınitiative, because ın your 
second statement you are dcfinitcly appealıng to the members of the Council of the All- 
India Musiiır. Leaguc to support you, and State that they should cali upon mc to sum- 
mon an emergeney meeting of the Counıcl orlhc Working Committce of the League. This, 
whatevcr may have been your ıntentions, clcarly couveys that I am not vvilling to come to 
a seltlement for llııs unfortunale deadlock, lor whıch the Congress alone ıs rcsponsible. 

I know you are very busy as the hcadof the Bengal. Government, Perhaps, you 
have not T'ollowed what has taken place at the various stages of negoliations, upto the pre¬ 
seni moment. I would, therefore, requcst you to rcad carcfully at least the resolutıons 
of the Workıng Committce, and the Council of the All-India Müslim League, and my 
recent speeclı ın the Central Assembly in conneetion with the supplementary Fınance BıU, 
This speech of mine is fully reported ın many newspapers. 

You have already in the pubiic press declared your opinion as if the Müslim 
League was to be guided by somebody to come to a settlement and decıded that we should 
consıder the proposals which you are going to formulate for the purpose. I am glad that 
you are going to send me those proposals and I am awaitıng them before 1 can eapress 
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any further opinion on the matter with regard to caJlıng the meeting of Ihe Working Com- 
mittee or the Council. As suggested to you apart from the ^vısdom of your having issued 
these slatcments, and having appealed to the members of the Councji in the Press, I Ihink 
your move wj]l convey the ımpressıon in the political quarters in India and in England 
that the Mussalmans are divided, as it has already been so înterpreted in many quarters. 

Yours sıııcercly, 
M. A. Jjnnah. 

« * jft 


14lh December, 1940. 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

I am vcry sorry that owing to prevaihng facls and circumstances my move has 
already been mİsunderstood. I made it clear in ıny stateırcnts that 1 dıd not wish to dıctate 
to you anythıng, but only to exprcss the desirc that there should be an etfort for peace. 
In doing so, [ never meant to insinuate that any one was to blame, although I did t^erfectly 
know where the olTcnce really lies. But, it would not be pnlitic for me to say anything 
indicating that I am already a party-man. At the same time, I feel so strongiy that there 
should be one morc peace cfîort and for that rca^on I could not rcsisi the temptation of 
nıakıng a suggestion I never jnean that I should take the lead or 1 should dıctate but I was 
really askıng you to take the lead and as the head of the premıer political organısation 
of India, to cali cverybody else to meet you ın order that they may be able lo pii( Iheır case 
bcforc you and you may be in a position to dıscuss problcms with them across the table 
and comc lo a dccision. My object really was to put you in the position of ıhe dictator of 
India. l am sorry ıF 1 have been mİsunderstood by you and my othcr fnends. If you stili 
think that my move has in any way been unwıse, you can teli mc accordingiy. It ıs far from 
my intention to bring about a disruption m the Müslim Leaguc. I hopc you wiİl write to 
mc both frcely and fıankly so that I may be able to repair any wrong ihai I may have un- 
wjttmgly inflicted on the reputation of the League. 


My only demire has been for peace, bccause I feel that unless there is uniiy among 
ali communıtıes on the principle of givc and take, there will be no coııstıtutıonal advance 
and no pruspect of a betler India than we know at the preseni moment. 

The preseni Government of India Act is absolutely rubbish. İl gives us responsibilıty 
but no power. ÎT gives aJJ the power to the Governor and the Governor-Generüi-ın-Council 
but alı the responsjbılities to the Ministers. 

Yüu can therefore, easıly understand how much we feel our position under the 
preseni constıtuüon and how much we arc longing for a betler state of thıngs. 1 feci that 
the only obstaclc in The way is the present ımpasse. I, therefore, think that this should 
be removed anyhow, but not by any suırender of our principles or of the position that wc 
now hold. That will be for you to decide, but do please try to bring about a soLuüon whıch 
wiU enable India to mareh forward. If you think that it is the Pakistan seheme and nothıng 



else why not send for these people and explain to thenı what >ou ınean? People are not able 
to appreciate or understand the thmg fuliy. This wıll be removed if you have free talks 
with the leaders. İt ıs not for me to suggest ways and nıeans but I have indicated to you 
my heart’s desire, and 1 hope you will appreciate it. 


Yours since rely, 

■ 

Fazlul Huque 


* m 




4th January, 1941. 

Dcar Mr. Fa/luL fluque, 

I rcally do not know what I can say with regard to this matter. I think you have 
seen what the Press has been writıng about this move. You have recently issued a state- 
ment from Poona saying that you are misunderstood. Well, I cannot blame the people 
because I said from the very begînning that ît wa5 a very unwise move. 1 am quıte sure that 
you did not intend to brıng about a disruption in Müslim League. I quite appreciate your 
desire for peace and settlement and nobody desires them more than I do. But, the ques- 
tion is how they should be brought about. When the other party has declared a war and is 
holding a pistol at your head, what do you propose that J should do? What do you think is 
the aim and the object of the Congress in Jaunching civil disobedience? Is it not obvious 
that they want to bend the Bntish Government to surrendcr or yield to their demands? 
At whose cost? Över our head and at our cost 

An old and experienccd polıtıcian likc you and a veteran fighter that you are, 
what do you expect me to do in thcv^ citcumstances? 


4 > 



* 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


7th January, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

1 have receîved your lettcr, I qui*’e understand your view-point, but certainly 
somethıng wıll have to be done. Hovvevcr. . am doing nothing at the present moment and 
I am aJlowjng things to simmer. As a matter of fact, I anı watchıng developments. If there 
is anything particular, 1 shall let you know. 

Yours sincerely. 


* 






Fazlul Huque. 
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Telcgraın fronı Mr. Jinnah to Mn Fazlul Huque, dated 21st January 1941. 

My attentjon drawn to a summary press rcport of our correspoadeace regarding 
your move Hindu-Muslim settlement. Report inccrrectly represented. İts sourcc am in- 
fonned Calcutta. Propose release complete correspondeûce. 

« * * 

Telegram from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah dated 22nd January, 1941. 

Surprised your telegram. I know absolutely nothing. AVilI you kindly await my 
lettcr, just writing? 

ı|> lir * 

23rd January, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I have already sent you a wire yesterday about incorrect reports inthe Press 
regarding our Hindu^Musliın unity ınove. As 1 have alıeady wired to you, I know nothing 
about these mis-statementa in thc Press nor have I yet seen them. You say that ıhey em- 
anated from Calcutta. I made enquires but 1 cannot lay my hand on any one who may be 
guilty. I can have no objeclion to your publishing the >vhole correspondence, but 1 would 
ask yon to consider if that will not wojsen malters. İt would be much better if you made 
a fresh statement pointing out thc inaccuracıes and stating what the leal facts are. 1 feel 
moFC and more convinced that this unity move is bound to be a fîasco as Commıınıties 
do not show the slightest inclination to be fnendly. In these circumstances, no useful 
purpose will be served by our publication of the correspondence that passed between us 
at a time when 1 was full of hope. I am stili aıucious to work Tor a compromıse vvhen the 
parties are unaccommodatlng each other. Hope you will consider my point of view before 
you dccidc anything. 

Yours sincerely, 
Fazlul Huque. 

New Delhi. 

November IJ, 1942. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You have kııowtı mc fur över 30 years and you can easily realise I have becn 
loDgijig to mcet you and to assure you my attaehment to you and the Müslim Lcague. 

II is an irony of fate that this rin should have taken plaoe between you and me after 
dose cooperation for the long span of över quarter of a century. However, 1 request you 
to aUow the dead-past bury its dead and throw a veil över ali that has happened during thc 
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past (cw months, and remove the ban on me and ıny supporters and facilıtate our entry in 
the League fold. I can assure you that I will abide by the discipline of the party and the 
inıçtructions of the President of the Müslim League. 


As for the Progressive Müslim League. up to now it exists on paper only and it 
ccasestoexîstautomaticallywithmy entry and the entry of my supporters into the 
League. 


I need hardly emphasise the fact that in the interests of İslam and the Müslim 
solidarity I am prepared to make any sacrifîces and to subordinate my personal interests 
and inclinations to the supreme dcmand of Müslim Nation. I am extreınely anxious that 
the breach in the Müslim coramunity should be made up, and efforts should be made that 
no Müslim may remain outside the folds of the League. 

l understand you will be leaving Delhi tonight, but I would appreciate it very 
much if you would give me a few minutes time to talk to you personally and to explain 
everything frankiy. 

Undcr Providence T leave the interest of Bengal Muslims in your hands. 

Yours sinccrcîy, 

A. K. FazluJ Haquc. 


* 


* 




February, 5, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

1 am determined tü solve the Bengal tangle and to pul an end to ıhe meaningjess 
:itrıfe whjch is having the most undesirabie consequences on the prospects of the Müslim 
community in Bengal, 

Through the mercy of Providence 1 have an assured posıtion in the Bengal Legis- 
lative Asscmbly, and can carry on for an indehnitc period tıll the end of the war and 
One year after. 

But I am going to socrilicc ali, that I aow possess, for the sake of my country 
and of the solidarity of my community. 

The step that I am taking will aiso show that 1 have not been able to blame for the 
unfoıtunate events that have taken place in Bengal during the last 15 months and that 
I have been more sinned against than siıming. I do not, hovvever, wjsh to rake up the un- 
pleasant past, but to concentrate on the future. 



I gathered fronı the last words you toid me in the course of my last interview 
with you, that in case I ]iquidate the Progressive Party and resign from my ofüce as Premicr 
you wou]d ijft the ban vvhich has been put on me. 

I have thought carefully över the situation and with a vlew to facılitate my Corn¬ 
ing back to the League, 1 am ready to tender my resignation which will mean the auto- 
matic dissoiutjon of the Progressive Coaİition Party. 

May 1 novv get a İme from you to teli me that I have understood you alright, 
and that the ban put on me will be lifted as soon as I tender resignation of my ofhce as 
Premier? If so, I will take my step I have indicated, and I hopc you wiH render the barest 
possible justice by taking me back to the League as soon as your conditions are satislıed. 

Jf I come back to the League, it will be a matter of party politics in Bengal for 
Müslim members and Müslim leaders to determıne as to who should be the chJef and what 
should bc Ihe composıtion of the Bengal Cabinct? 

So long as we do not contravene the rules and principles you have laid down, 
l hope, you wıll not impose your decision on the steps we may take in Bengal for securing 
the best possible administration in country. 

Witl\ dcep regards, 

I nm, 
Sıncerely yours, 

A. K. Fazlul Huque. 


* 


« 



February 10, 1943. 

Üear Mr. Huquc, 

I am in receipt of your letter of February 5. Jn the course of the intcrvjew that 
you had with tne m consequence of your letter of November 33, 1942, 1 maıntaıncd that 
our decision was entirci) due to your vvrong conduct and action that you took and that 
YOU have already done a very great harm to the Muslini cause, of which you are belter 
aware than anybody else. 

I rc-assured you that I have no personal feeling in the matter nor was L or am 
influenced by any outsîde agency or any partıcular ındividual. 

I took the decision of expellîng you from the Müslim League because your conduct 
and action was a gross breach of discipline and fundamental principles and policy of the 
All-India Müslim League organisation. Therefore, you cxpressed regret and assured me that 
you were repentant and also expressed your wıllingness to abide by whatcver prc^sal 
1 tvould consider fair. 





You told me that ali that you wanted waâ that the ban should be lifted and that 
)u were ready and willing to remain as ordinary member of the League and serve the 
'ganisation in any capacıty that the League may assign to you. 

In your letter of November 13, 1942, also, before I gave you an inlerview you 
ated, “I can assure you that 1 will abide by the dıscipline of the party and the ınstruc- 
□ns of the President of the Müslim League/’ 

Thereupon, 1 made the following suggestions to you subject to the hnal sanction of 
Lc Working Committee of the All-India Müslim League. 

(1) “That you should express your regret for what you have done. If you have 
ow come to the conciusion that you should be re-admıtted as a member, ıt ıs due to the 
rganısation from you, whose membershîp you value so much, that you should show 
:penlancc on your part. Otherwıse if members were expel!ed and aliowed to be readmıtled, 
i ]f nothing had happened, it would not only bc ınconsislent wıth self-respect of the or- 
ınisation, but wouId be destructive of tlıe elementary principles of discipline, 

“The first point, therefore that J suggested in my iast intervicw wıfh you. was 
at you should express your regret for what you have done." 

(2) “That you should lıquıdat*’; the Progressive Coalilion Party or completely 
issociate yourself from it and lesign from your ofhce as Prenueı. After that, I told you, 
was prepared to see that the ban should bc liftcd and that you and olher MusJims, who 
ere cxpelled, should be eligıblc fot Micmberslııp of the Müslim League and also to Müslim 
eague Party ın the Bengal Assembiy. Thcreal^cr, the Muslini League party in the Bengal 
ssembly wıll take such Jecısions as may bc necesary from time to time vvith regard to 
atters arİsıng in conneetion with and rclatîng to the Lcgıslalurc and the admuıistration 
'tlıe Gcvernnıent of bengal in consonanet wıth the fundamcntal principles and the poiıcy 
' thr All-Indıa Müslim League, subject, of coıırsc, to one ovcr-ridıng provısıon whıch 
embodied in tlıe ResoJution No. 2 of the Wurking Committee Jated October 22, 1939, 
ıd conlirmed by Resolution No. I of the Council of the All-India Müslim League dated 
îbruary 25, 1940, which runs as folloıvs' 

“The Working Committee hereby cınpoıver the President to advıse, guıdc and 
iue mstructjons to Müslim League partıcs ın ıhc various Provıncial Legislatures in the 
ejıt of some sudden emergeney arısing. 

“The Müslim League parties ihall give elfect (o or carry out such insıructions 
may bc given by the President.” 

At this interview of the 13th November, 1942, you agreed to carry out these 
ndilions vvithin a fortnight. But l heard nothing fuıthcr from you tıll now. 
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Before 1 close 1 must say that I cannot apprecîate the tone, the ianguage and senti- 
raents exprcssed by you in the fîrst paragraph of your letter, because although you conciude 
it by saying “I do not however, wish to rake up the unpleasant past, but to concentrate 
on the future”, you havc already indulged to a considerablc extent in raking up the past. 

1 must also repudiate and cannot agree with you what you say in this paragraph, 
as it is contrary to real facts. I am obhged to say this because if you really wanfed to bury 
the unpleasant past and intended to concentrate on the future you should not have started 
with such a preamble as is contained m this paragraph of your letter 

Nor do I understand the last paragraph of your letter, specialJy when you say, 
*‘1 hope you wjH not impose your decision on the steps that we take in Bengal for securing 
the best possıble administration for ali communities in the country.” Perhaps it is a 
mistake and 1 suppose you mean Bengal. 

Nor do I understand what is the meaning of your suggestion that I should not 
impose my decision on the steps that you may take in Bengal. 

Hovvever, it seems to me that the last paragraph of your letter neeıl not be discussed 
further, in view of what 1 have already explained and stated above, namely the conditions 
to be complied with, in order to facilitate your beîng re-admitted to the Mushm League 
organization. 

1 shall move in the matter as soon as the above condtions are satished by ynu, 

Wıth kind regards. 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


jİNNAH-GANDHI correspondence 


(On July 4, 1918, Mr. Gandhi addressed the rollowing letter to Mr. Jinnah, who 
was at that time President of the Home Rule League, Bombay Branch.) 


I do ^ısh you would make an emphatic declaration regarding recruitment. Can 
you not sec that if every Home Rule Leaguer became a potent recruiting ageney vhılst 
at the same time hghtıng for constıtutionui rights we should ensure the passing of the Cong- 
ress—League seheme, wîth only such modiheations, if any, that we may agree to? We would 
then speak far more cA'ectively than do today. *Seek ye hrst the recruiting Office and every- 
Lhiüg w]ll be added unto you.’ We must give the lead to the people and not think how the 
people will take what we say. What T ask for is an emphatic declaration, not a halting one. 
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Mr. Jinnah’s reply is not traceable. It may be rccalled that about the same time 
Wat Conference was held in Delhi whereas Mr. Jûınah had moved a resolution on consti- 
tutional reform for India. The resolution was, howcver, ruled out of order by the Chair- 
man which causcd great resentment among those present. Mr. Jınnah in his speech ex- 
plaincd Ihat war mcasures were in no way prejudiced by taking up of question of Coıısti- 
tutional reforms. Thereafter Bombay Provıncial Conference was held on lOth June, 1918. 
Addressing the Conference, the Governor, (Lord Willingdon) had said: 

Eager and anxious as I am to feel assured of an eııtirely united force to assıst 
me m this campaign, there are a certain number of gentlemen, some of whom havc consi- 
d^rable influence with the public, many of them members of the pohtical organisation 
called the Home Rule Leaguc vvhose activities have been such of late years, that I cannot 
honestly feel sure of the sincerity of theır support, until I have come to a clear understan- 
dıng with them and have frankly exprcssed to them ali that is in my mind. 

Mr. Jinnah in reply poınted out that the public response to the message of King- 
Hmperor, namely, theır assurance of the determinatıon of the Presideney to contınue to do 
her duty to her utmosl capacıty in the great crisis through which the Empıre was passing, 
had the support of the entire educated comnıunity of India. There were also no two opinions 
at this crisis that India should go forward-nay, it was imperative that India should devdop 
her ınan-power, and utilise her resources to the fulicst possible extcnt. But before he would 
proceed further, he must say that he was pained, very much pamed, ıhat His Excellency 
should have thought ht to cast doubts on the smccnty and the loyalty of the Home Party. 
He was very sorry, but with the utmost rcspcct he must enter his emphatıc protest agaınst 
thai, They were anixious as any one else to help the defence of the motherland and the 
Empire. He did not wish to take up the time of that august body at that late hour. The 
djffcrence was only regarding the methods, for, Government’s methods the Home Rule 
Party dıd not want, he was only makıng suggestions for the ımprovement of the seheme. 
The Government had their owıı seheme, namely, for the rccruıtment of sepoys, but that was 
not enough to save them from the German menacc, which was right at their door on 
the frontiers. They wanted a national army or, ın other words, a cilizen army and not a 
purely mercenary army. 

Continumg the speech, Jinnah pointed out that His Hıghııcss the Maharaja 
of Jamnagar had said that should not bargain, that we should not be moved by a 
huckstering spirit; we should wait for what want today tili tomorrow and if wc do 
what we arc requİFed to do we shall sureiy get our desire,” Mr, Manmohandas Ramji, 
on the other hand had said: “We should do all vve can now and we shall get the beneht 
and what we want afterwards.” 


Mr. Jinnah: Now is this not bargainıng? Mr. Manmohandas is a stricl business 
man; our young men are not and our lecruiting field is our young men. They pıefer to be 
madc to feel that they are the citizens of the Empire and that would rouse them to come 
forward and make sacrifices. 1 don't agrec that we should do ali we can on the understan- 
ding that we are going to be rewarded for it aftcnvards, ncıther do I say that we should 
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bargain and make conditions before we Help the Empire, but I say that if you vvJsh to enable 
us to help you, to facilıtate and stiınulate the recruıting, you must make the educated people 
feel that they are the citizens of the Empire and the Kjng's equa[ subjects. But the Govern¬ 
ment do not do so. You say that we shall be trusted and made real partncrs in the Empire. 
Whcn7 We don’t want words. We don’t want the consıderation of the matter indeflnitely 
put off. We vvant action and jmmediate deeds. I \viU only give one ınstance of ihe dilatori- 
ness. At the Delhi War Conference, we passcd a resolution recommendmg that a sub- 
stanlial nunıber of King's Commissıons should be granted to the people of fndia and 
that the traıning colleges should be thrown öpen. It is nearly two months now. And what 
has bcen done? 1 havc heard nothıng yet. Wc would not succecd m preparing the real defence 
of İndia, much less help the Empire, unless india is made partner of the Empire and trusted. 

The Chairman said that the speaker had better go to the Government at Delhi 
or Sımla and say those things therc, for he had no powcr över that matter. 

Mr. Jınnah; But Your Excellency said that the Bombay Governmenı had been 
direeted by the Government of Indıa to carry out the proposals embodied in the memoran¬ 
dum annexed to the resolution now under dıscusion. İf the Government vvanted us to co- 
operate with them and carry out their wishes in this province then let them trust us. I 
cannot agrec wıth the methods laid down in the resolution, and 1 do not approve of that 
paıt of the resolution \vhich deals witlı the appoıntment of boards. 

The Chairman said Jinnah could not question the ruling of the ehair. 

Mr. Jinnah; I will say that I cannot support ihe whole of the resolution, but 
only a part of it. 1 do not approve of the persoıınel of the Board. 1 do not agree wıth it 
because I have not been gıven an opportnıty to exercise my judgment. I want to move 
an amendmcnT But it has been ruled by Your £xcelJency that no amendments wjll be 
aUowed. This ıs a procedure which ıs unheard of, not known to any constitution but since 
the ruling ıs gıven, 1 must bow to it. 

în October, 1920, Mrs. Annie Besant resıgned the Presidentship of the All-Indıa 
Home Rulc Lcague. Mı. Gandhi was elceted ıts new Presıdent. He proposed Lo change its 
crecd and rename it as S^araj Sabha. 

A general mcetıng of the members of the All-Indja Home Rule League was heid 
on the 3rd of October, 1920, ın Bombay when Gaudhı presided. After the notice convening 
the meeting was read, the consıderation of the draft of the amendcd constitution of the 
Lcague was lakcn up. The tirsi articlc regarding the change of name vvas agreed to 
without discussion. But regarding Article 2, covering the objects of the Sabha, there 
vvas a heated discusaion lastingover two hours. The article as drafted by the Sub-Commıttee 
of the CenUal Councıl of the League ran thus: 

(i) To sccure complete SwaraJ for india according to the wishes of the Indian 
people. 
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(jj) To carry on a continuous propaganda with a view to organising the people 
for peaceful and effectivc action to achieve such Swaraj, and to take such 
action wheneYer necessary. 


(İÜ) The interpretation of the word “Swaraj” as used herein shall not be extended 
beyond Article 1 of the Congress Constitution, 


There were five amendments, two of which were tabled by Jinnah, and when the 
disucssion came up before the meeting he moved his first onc that Article 2 should read: 
*Tc secure Swaraj for Jndia in conformity with Article 1 of the Constitution of the İndıan 
National Congress' and clauses 2 and 3 should be omitted. In a sometvhat lengthy speech 
he explained the rcasons that had led him to press the amcndment and said that the constı 
tulion of the Home Rule League laid down three things; hrst, that they wcre to secure self- 
government withjn the British Conımonwealth and were to bc recognised as free and equal 
rıîâmbers of the Commonwealth; second, this goal was to be attained by constitutional 
methods; and third, that the Brıtısh connection was to be nıaintained and strengthened. 
Any change in their constitution, therefore, which went against these two propositions, 
namely, the attainmcnt of complete self-government within the British Conımonwea2ch 
and the adoption of constitutional methods was a position which could not bc taken up, 
cspecially as they were affiliated to the İndıan National Congress. Thcrefore, they could 
only lay down as their objcct, the securing of Swaraj m conformity with Article 1 of the 
Congress Constitution. The proposed change meant the dcclaration of complete 
independence and severance from rhe Dntısh CommonweaIth and it did not lay 
down the form of Government but left it to the wishes of the people of India. The 
methods laıd down in the proposed change would bc peaceful but not necessarily 
constitutional and law-abiding. Motı Lal Nehru spoke against the amendment and 
after a consklerable discussion, jt was lost whcn put to vote. 


Jinnah then moved his s<>cond amendment to the eİfect that Swaraj shall mean 
rcsponsıblc govemment. This one too, on being pul to the vote, was lost. After this he 
pointed out that the constitution of the Home Rule League could not be changed except by 
the Gouncil and that whcn thrcc-fourths of the members \oled for jt. The chair, howcvcr, 
ruled that this meeting was competent enough to carry the changes wııh a bare majority, 
and, in reply to Jamnadas Dwarkadas, the Chairman announced that ''it was öpen to any 
member, be he life niember or cthenvise, to resign his membership if he thought he 
could not remain a member of the Sabha under its altered constitution." 


The consequences of the change in the Home Rule League’s object and name 
was that a very large number of people led by Jinnah resigned. On or about 25th October, 
1920, the following joınt letter of resignation was addressed by Mr. Jinnah and others to 
Mr. Gandhî: 
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We, the undersigned membcrs of the League, are of opinion that the Constitution 
adopted by the League in its General Meeting held in the Morarji Hail on the 3rd instant 
constıtutes a fundamental departure from the aims, objects and methods of work hitherto 
pursued by the League. The new Constitution deiiberately omîts any reference to the British 
connection in Claııse 2 (1) vvhich lays down the goal of the League and Clause 2 (2) thereof 
is clearly permissible of unconstitutional and illegal activilies provided they are peaceful and 
efTective. We are further of opinion that these changes in the Constitution were made 
by adopting a procedure contrary to the rulcs and regulations of the League. We venture 
to say that your ruling, aiming at valıdating the said procedure, was both incorrect and 
arbitrary. We hold to the ideas and methods embodied in the Congress Constitution and 
we further believe that a body like the League, affiliated as it is to the Indian National 
C^ongress, must restrict ıtself to methods of work which were considered by the Indian 
National Congress as constıtutional. 


Anxious as we are to assist the League in its mission of strengthening and fur- 
thcring the cause of the Indian National Congress, we regret that, owing to the radical ai- 
terations recently made in the Constitution, we are unable to remain any lenger members 
of the League. 


We, thereibre, with great sorrow, tender our resignation of our membership 
of the League and of such offices thereof as are at present held by any of us. 


We remain, 
Yours faithfully, 


M. A. Jınnah 
M. R. Jayakar 
Jamnadas Dwarkadas 
Kanji Dwarkadas 
K. M Munshi 


Hiralal Nanavaty 
Nagindas Master 
Gulabehand Deochand 
Chotubhai Yakıl 
Mdngladas Pakvasa 


♦ + ♦ 


R. G. Munsif 
M. K. Azad 
Morarji Kanfdar 
Jamnadas Metlıa 
HausraJ Pragjı Thackersey 


Chandrashankar Pandya 
N. B. Vibhakar 
Manilal Nanavaty 
Y. M. Pakwasa 


On 25th October, 1920, Mr. Gandhi wrülc a letter to Mr. Jinnah and others 
that his ruling on the vaiıdity of the changeof the constitution was strictly correct and that 
apart from tcchnical objeetions, the seceders* impiicatıon that the revised constitution 



was not for British conncction was wroDg as the ıneaning of Swarajya was confined to 
the Congrcss goa.. Appcaling to Mr. Jinnah and othcrs to reconsider their resignations, 
Mr. Gandhi said; 

1 am not opposed to the British conncction by itself, but I do not wish to make 
a fetish of it. I will not keep for a single minute under slavery for sake of that connection. 
But I and those who think with me have limited our ambition in order that we can carry 
the Congrcss with us and be thus enabled to remain affiliated to that body. 1 entirely dissent 
from you that Ciause 2 permits unconstitutional or illegal actıvitıes. The words ‘uncons- 
tutional and illegal' are highly technical terms. Theex-Advocate-General of Madras considers 
non oo-operation to be unconstitutional. You consîder it to bc perfectly constitutional. 
The President of the Special Congrcss ga\e it as his considercd ruling that my resolution 
was not unconstitutional. As not an indilferent lawyer of 20 years of unbroken practice 
T confess it as diiTîcult for me to conceive an ıllustration under British Constıtution of un¬ 
constitutional activity except it be violence and vîolence has been specihcally esehe^ved 
from the Sabha Constıtution. Similarly about the word ‘illegal* jurists have dilTerence on 
its interpretation. A eyelist cyclıng without a lamp to feteh a doctor acts contrary to law, 
but does not engage in illegal activity. He voluntarily pays the fine and thus honours law. 
To dısregard tyrannical administrative order may be contrary to law but it is not in mv 
opinion illegal activity. To make strong speeches amounting in the opinion of erratic judges 
to bcdition is not illegal activity. In placing before you for your consideration these homely 
ıllustrations my purpose is to show that it is a most dangerous thing for the country hghting 
for its very life, its honour and its religion to tıe itself down in a knot of ndefînable expres- 
siorıs. Sıırely ali public bodies wıll think out for themselves the methods to be adopted 
for wianing freedoın for the country. 1 pcrsonally take unconstitutionalism and illegalties 
but refuse to make a fetish of these as 1 refuse to make a fetish of British connection. 

Mr. Jinnah, in reply, rccalled the events prcceding the Bombay meeting at which 
the change in the consutution of Swaraj Sal^a was adopted and again urged that as the 
Executive Council of the All-India Home Rule League cannot allcr the constitution ex- 
cept by three-fourths majority, therefore a foriiori, general meeting should not be able 
to do so. ^Vith regard to the British connection, Mr. Jinnah said he also did not make a 
fetish of it, but he maintained that statesmanship, wisdom and commonsense dictated India 
should attain full freedom within the British Commonwcalth as an equal, and independent 
member. 


Mr. Jinnah added: I thank you for your kind suggestion offeringme ‘to take my 
sharein the uevvlifc that has opened up before the country.’ If by ‘ncwlife’ you mean your 
methods and your progranıme, I am afraid 1 cannot accept them; for 1 am fully convinced 
that it must lead to disaster. But the aetual ncw life that has opened up before the country 
is that we are faced with a Government that pays no hced to the grievances, feelings and 
sentıments of the people; that our own countrymen are dıvided; the Moderate Party is 
stili going wrong; that your methods have aiready caused split and division in almost every 
inslitution that you have approacbed hitherto, and in the public life of the country not 
oüly amongst Hirtdus and Muslims but beıween Hindus and Hindus and Muslims and 
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Muslims and even between fathers and sons; pcople generaily are dcsperate ali över the 
country and your extreıne programme has for the moment struck the imagination mostly 
of the inexpenence youth and the ignorant and the illiterate. Ali this means 
complete disorganisation and chaos. What the consequence of this may be, 1 
shudder to contemplate; but 1, for one, am convinced that the prcsent policy 
of the Government is the primary cause of it ali and unless that cause is 
removed, the effects must continue. 1 have no voice or power to remove the cause; 
but at the same time I do not wish my countrymen to be dragged to the brink 
of a precipice in order to be shattered. The only way for the Nationalists is to ünite and 
work for a programme which is unıversally acceptable for the early attainment of complete 
responsible govemment. Such a programme cannot be dıctated by any single indıvidual, 
but must have the approval and support of ali the prominent Nationalist leaders in the 
country; and to aclueve this end I am sure my colleagues and myself shall continue to 
work. 

* ♦ t* 


Mr. M. A. Jinnah sent Mr. B. G. Kher with a specîal message to Gandhiji about 
Hindu-Muslim Unity. Mr. Khcr saw Gandhiji aı Tithal. As a result of their conversation 
Gandhiji addressed the fulLowing letter to Mr. Jiunah. 

TithaJ, 

May 22, 1937, 

Dear Shn Jinnah, 

Kher has given me your message. I wish I could do somcthing but I am utterly 
helpless. My faith in Unity is as bright as ever; only 1 see no daylight out of the impenetrable 
darknesSj and in such distress I cry out te God for light. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 

« « « 


Anotber Letter to Mr. JimiBb 

Segaon, 

October 19, 1937 

1 carcfully went through your spcech at Lucknow, and I felt deeply hurt över your 
misundcrstanding of my attitude. M> letter was in answer to a specially private message you 
had sent to me. It represented my deepest feeling. That letter was purely personal, were 
you right in using it as you did? 
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‘'As I read it, the whole of your speecb is a declaration of war, OnJy, I had hope< 
you would reserve poor me as a bridge betweeD the two. I see that you want no bridge 
I am sorry. It takes two to make a quarrel. Y'ou won’t hnd me one, even if I cannot be- 
come a peace-maker. 

“This is not for pubUcation, unless you desire it. It is written in ali good faith and 
out of an anguished heart.’' 

* * * 


Letter from Mr. Jiıınah to Mr. Gandhi 

Bombay, 

Novembcr 5, 1937. 

“1 am of opinion that I was fully justıhed in publishing your letter from Tithal 
last May; 1 am of opinion that 1 was fully justihed in doing so; but your letter means some- 
thing different from what I understand it to mean. Surely it was öpen to you to olfer your 
explanation to the pubiic. The letter was not marked as it is usual to do so when its publicd- 
tion is not desired by the writer, and my message to you was not private. Even now you 
do not indicate how 1 have misundcrstood your attıtude or the contents of that letter. 

*1 am sorry you think my speech at Lucknovv is declaration of war. It is pureJy in 
self-defence. Kindly read it again and try and understand it. Evidently you have not been 
following the course of events of the last twelve months. 

*'As to reserving you as a 'bridge* and ‘peace-maker’, don't you think your com- 
plete silence for ali these months has identihcd you with the Congress leadership, although 
I know ıhat you are aut even a four-auna member of that body. 

“I regret to say that I tind nothing definite or any constructive proposal in your 
letter under rcply, exoept that it is writtcn in ali good faith and out of an anguished heart 
which I reciprocate.” 

* * * 


Letter from Mr. GandU to Mr. Jijuıah 

Segaon, 

Fcbruary 3, 1938. 

“Pandit Nchru told me yesterday that you were complainmg to the Maulana 
Sahib about the absence of any reply from me to your letter of November 5 in reply to 
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mine of Octobcr 19. The letter was rcceivcd by mc when i ^as pronounced by the doctors 
to be seriously ili in Calcutta. The letter was shown to me three days after its recclpt. Had I 
thought it necessarily called for a reply, even though I was iU I would have sent one. I 
have re-read the letter. 1 stili think that there was nothing useful that I could have said 
in reply. But, in a way, I am glad that you awaitcd a reply. Here it is. 

"Mr. Khcr told me defînitcly that he had a private message from you. He dc- 
livered it to me when I was alone. 1 could have sent you a verbal message in reply; but, 
in order to give you a true picture of my mental state, I sent you the short note, There 
was nothing to bide in it; but 1 did feci, as I stili do, that the way in wlıich you used it came 
upon me as a painful surprisc. 

“You complain of my silence. The reason for my silence is literally and truly 
in my note. Believe me, the moment 1 can do something that can bring the two communities 
together nothing in the world can prevent me from so doing. 

“You sccm lo deny that your spcech was a declaration of war, but your later 
pronouncements too conhrm the hrst impression. How can 1 prove what is a matter of feel- 
ing? İn your speeches I miss the old nationalist. When in 1915 1 retumed from the self- 
imposed exile in South Africa, everybody spoke of you as one of the staunehest of nationa- 
alists and the hope of both Hindus and Muslims. Arc you stili tlıe same Mr. Jinnah? If 
you say are, in spite of your speeches, I shaii accept your word. 

“Lastly, you want me to come fonvard with some proposal. What proposal can I 
make except to ask you on bended knees to be what 1 had thought you were. But the pro- 
posals, to form a basis of unity between the two communities, has surely got to come from 
you. 

“This is again not for publication, but for your eyes. It is the cry of a friend, not 
of an opponent.“ 


* • * 


Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mı, Gandhi. 

New Delhi, 

February 15, 1938 

“T did not complain to the Maulana Sahib about the absence of any reply from 
you. I only mentioned the facts, as he was anxious that we two should meet. Anyhow, 
1 am glad to hear from you. 
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“My message to you through Mn Kher, as I informcd you in my last letter, was 
not privatc. It was only whcn Mr. Kher wcnt to scc you at Wardha thal I did say that 
he should not mentîon the matter to any one except you and that if you yourself werc 
incimed in the fîrst instance to take up the matter, then it would be more than half the 
battio won. On his retum to Bombay Mr. Kher told me that it was difficult for you to give a 
reply as you were rcstricted not to disclose it to any one ot consult anybody else. 

Tbereupon I said that it was not intended to be a secret and that he was free 
and you were free to put your heads together and Ict me know whether at that juncture 
you were inclined to take up this matter with the powerfui and overwhelming influence 
which you cxercise ovcr the Congrcss, 

“Then he saw you again a Tithal and from that moment it ceased to be a private 
matter between two mdividuals; and he brought me your reply in writing which I had to 
publish, because you knovv of the controversy between me and Babu Rajendra Prasad 
and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in the Press where it wa5 scught to make out that i was putt- 
ing every obstacle in the way of a Hindu-Muslim settlement. 

“As your letter was not marked confidential, I uscd it. Besides, what is wrong 
in my saying that I had approached you on my own accord and that was the reply I recrıved 
from you. I cannot understand why you feci so mueh about it. 

“You say ıhat I complained of your silence. Well, I do. But you further proceed to 
say; *Deljeve me the moment I can do somethıng ıhat can bnng the two coraraunıties 
together nothing in the world can prevent mc from so doıng.’ NoWj what am I to gathcr from 
this? Am I right in interpreting that the moment is not come? 

“With regard to your opimon that my speech at the Lucknow session and my 
later pronouncements, whiciı you ate pleased to cali a declaration of war, 1 can only repeat 
that it is in seif-defenoe. Evidently you are not acquaintcd with what is gomg on in the 
CongiTss press: The amount of vilihcation, misrepresentation and faJsehood that is daily 
spread about me—otherwise, I am sure, you wou]d not blame me. 

“You say that when in 1915 you retumed from South Africa everybody spoke 
of me as one of staunchest of nationalists and the hope of both the Hindus and Musiims, 
and you ask me a guestmn, ‘Are you stili the same Jinnah’? And proceed ftırther to say, 
Tf you say you are, in spite of your speeches, f shaÜ accept your word.’ And you say that 
in my speeches you miss the old uationalist. Do you think that you are justihed in saying 
that? I would not like to say what pcople spoke of you in 1915 and what thcy speak and 
think of you today. Nationalism is not the monopoly of any sınglc indivıdual, and in these 
days it is very difficult to define ît; but I don’t wısh to pursuc this linç of controversy any 
further. 

“You conciude by saying, *Lastly you want me to come forward with some pro- 
posal. What proposal can I make exocpt to ask you on bcnded knees to be what I had 
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thought you were; but the proposals, to form the basis of unity between the two com- 
munities, have surely got to come from you.' I think you might have spared your appeal 
and need not have preached to me on your bended knets to be what you had thought 1 was. 

“As regards the formulation of proposals which would form the basis of unity, 
do you think that this can be done by correspondence. Surely you know as much as 1 do 
what are the fundamental points in dispute. In my opinion, it is as much up to you to sug- 
gcst ways and means of tackling the problem. If you genuinely and sincerely desire and 
fcel that the moment has come for you to step in and wîth your position and influence you 
are prepared to take the matter up eamestly, 1 wü] not fail to render ali the assistance 1 can.” 

Letter from Mr. Gandhl (o Mr. Jinnah. 

Scgaon, 

Fcbruary 24, 1938 

“1 have read your leller to Javvaharlal also 1 observc that both the letters invite not 
wrjtten replies but a pcrsonal discussion. I do not know uhether it wjll take place in the 
first instance between you and Javvaharlal or, now that Subhas Bose succeeds him, between 
you and the latter. If you desire that before tlus there should be a talk between you and 
and mCt I woald be delighted to see you in Segaon any time which is convenient to you 
before March 10, after which, if health permits, 1 might have to go to Bengal. So far as 
I am concemed, Just as on the Hindu-Muslim question I was guided by Dr. Ansari, now that 
he is no more in our mıdst, I have accepted Maulana Abul Kalam Azad as my guide. My 
suggestion, therefore, to you is that conversation should be opened in the first instance as 
betwecn you and ıhe Maulana Sahib. But in every case regard me as at your disposal. 

4i « * 

Letter from Mr. Jlnnafa to Mr, Gandfai. 

New Delhi, 
March 3, 1938. 

“In your letter 1 missed the note of response: First, whether you are of opinion 
that you see iight now and the moment has come, and, secondly, if so, whelher you are 
prepared to take the matter up in right earnest. 

“I find that there is no change in your attitude and mentality when you say you 
wou]d be guided by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad as Dr. Ansari is no more. If you pursue 
this [ine you will be repeatmg the same tragedy as you did when you expTessed your help- 
lessness bccause Dr. Ansari, holding pronounced and die-hard views, did not agree, and 
you had to say that you were willing, but what could you do. This happened, as you know, 
before you went to the Round Table Conference. 
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“At the Round Tablc Conference the tragedy was repeated by you when you 
seemed to be willing to accept provisionallv certaın terms; but you, there also, expressed 
that you were helpless as the Hindus were unwılling and you, as a representatıve of the 
Congress, wouId have no objectıon if the Hindus and Muslıms came to an agreement. 

“We have reached a stage where no doubt should be left that you recognise the 
All-Indla Muslini League as the one authoritative and representatıve organisation of the 
MusJims of India and, on the other hand, you represent the Congress and other Hindus 
throughout the country. Jt is only on that hasis that we can procced further and devise a 
machmery of approach. 

“Of course, 1 shall be g!ad to see you, although I shall be cqually glad to see Pandit 
Jawaharla] or Mr Bose as you may desıre. The matter, as you know, vıll not be chnched 
without reference agaın to you by eıther of them. Therefore, I will prefer to see you first. 
Tn any case, I anı sorry to say that I cannol come to Segaon to see you before March 10. 
I have to go lo Bombay and also f have fixed various otheı engagemenfs of my tour; but 
we can fîx up the time and place that may süit us both.“ 



* 



Letter from Mr. Ga 


[İbi to 


Jinııah. 


Segaon, 
March 1938 


“Your letter rcvivcs painful memories. I wiU not djscuss at thıs stage, at any 
rale, ıhc various debatable poınls raised in your letter. Suffice it to say that 1 am at your 
disposal. If you cannot come lo Segaon and my health permıts, 1 y*i\\ gladly go to Bombay 
to meet you when you are there. At present I have to go to Bengal and then for a whıle to 
Onssa. Thıs wıll takc mc through the who]e of this monlh. The carlisst, therefore, that wc 
can meet wın be in April. 


“Two questions arising from your letter demand a reply. You ask me whether 
T have no w scen the light. Much to my regret, 1 have to say, 'No.' If I had, 1 would proclaim 
the news from the house-tops; but that limıtation does uot debar me from taking aJvantage 
of the sliglitest opportunity of tinding a way out of the present difhculty. 


''You expect mc to be able to spcak on behalf of 'the Congress and other Hindus 
throughout the country.’ 1 am afraid 1 cannot fuiRl the test. 1 cannot represent either the 
Congress or the Hindus in the sense you mean; but 1 would cxert to the utmoct ail the 
moral influence I could have with them in order to secure an honourable settlement.” 
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Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Gandhf 

New Delhi, 
March 17, 1938 

"As you do not wish to discuss the various points mentioned in my Jetter and 
thc two questions which you have answered are far from hopeful, I am helpless. Hovvevcr, 
as you say, ‘Sufiîce it to say that I am at your disposal,’ I gather, you wou]d nevertheless 
like to take advantage of the sJighest opportunity of hnding a way out of the present di- 
ihculty. In these circumstances, I bcg to inform you that I shall be glad to see you in Bom¬ 
bay some time in April as suggested by you." 

* 


Letter from Mr. Gandhi to Mr. Jinnah 

Calcutta, 

March 24, 1938 

“Many thanks for your note. As soon as T reach Segaon I shall seek the first 
opportunity of waitıng on you in Bombay." 

^ * 


Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Gandhi 

New Delhi, 
March 26, 1938 

"I thank you for your letteer of March 24, 1938, and 1 shall be very glad to see 
you after my retum from Calcutta about Apnl 25, at Bombay." 

a * • 

Telegram from Mr. Gandlıi to Mr. Jinnah 

Delhi, 

April, 15, 1938 

"if on your retum to Bombay you can break journey at Wardha for one day, you 
will spare me the strain of undertaking a journey to Bombay. I necd some uninterrupted 
physicaJ rest rf possibte. Jn any evcnt, could Maulana Abul Kalam Azad accompany mc 
at the intervieıv? Pkasc write to Wardha which piace I am reachiog tomorrow." 

* « * 
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Telegram fronı Mr. Jinnah to Mr, Gandlu 

Calcutta, 

ApriJ 16, 1938 

“I am extreınely sorry I am unable to change my programme now. I will rcceivc 
you at Bombay on the 25th or thercafter as arranged 1 would prefer to see you alone.” 

« * * 

Telegram from Mr. Gandbl to Mr. Jinnah 

Wardha, 

Aprıl 18, 1938 

‘Thanks. The 25th happens to be Monday. I will reach Bombay on the 28ih 
if it is not inconvenıent to you.” 

« « 

Telegram from Mr. Jinnah to Mr» Gandhl 

Calcutta, 

Aphl 19, 1938 

*Thanks, I wiH gladly reccive you on the 28th at my house.” 

4 • • 

Segaon, 

January 16, 1940 

De ar Quaid-e-Azam, 

1 hate to wnte ‘Mr.' beforc any İndian name. İt is so unnaturaJ. Hence 1 have been 
writing of you as 'Janab Jinnah Salub\ according to the usage taught me by the late Hakim 
Sahıb. But Abul Kalam telis me that in the Lcaguc Circles you are always called '‘Quaid-e- 
Azacn.”—And you will see from the enclosed how the finishing touch was given by a tele¬ 
gram I receivcd from Gulburga. 1 hope you wiU acccpt my assurance that what I have 
done, has been done in good faith and out of regard for you. If, however, you would have 
me address you otherwise, I shall respect your wishce. 

The purpose of writing this letter is to send you the enclosed advance oopy of the 
article 1 have sent to the Harijan. 1 have written it to further the end I have read in your 
fecent messages and actions. I know that you are qui1e capable of rising to the height re- 
quîred for the noble motive attributed to you. 1 do not raind your opposition to the Congress. 
But your plan to amalgamate ali the partics opposed to the Congress at önce givcs your 
movement a national character. If you suuceed you will free the country from communal 
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incubus, and in nıy humble opinion give a lead to the Muslims and others for which you 
will descrve the gratitude not only of the Muslims but of all the other communities. I hope 
that my interpretation js correct. If I am mistaken you wiJl pJease correct mc. 

İt is purely personal, prîvate, friendly letter. But you are free to make public 
use of jt if you think it necessary. 

Yours sincerciy, 
M. K. Gandhi 

Enclosed art ide: 


‘A WELCOME MOVE' 

On the Delıverance Thanks-giving Day, declared by Jinnah Sahıb, I had the 
following wire from Gulburga Muslims: 

“Deliverance Day greetıngs, Çuaid-i-Azam Jinnah Zindabad”. 

I toût. jıt as a message sent to rufİle my feelings. The senders littie knew that the 
wıre could not serve ıls purpose. When I receivcd it, I sılently joined the senders in the 
wısh. ‘Long Live Quaid-i-Azanı Jinnah.’ The Quaid-i-Azam is an old comrade What 
docs it matter that to-day we do not see eye^to-eye m some matters'^ That can make no 
diffcrencc in my good-vvill to^ards iıim. 

But the Quaid-ı-Azam has given me special reason for congratulaling him. I had 
pleasurc of wiring hım congratuJations on his excellent Id-day broadcast. And now he com- 
nıands further congratulatıons on fornıing pacts wıth parties who are opposed to the Con- 
gress policies and politics. He is thus liflıng the Müslim League out of the communal rut 
and gıvjng ıt a natjonal character. 1 regard his step as perfectly Jegitımate. I observe that 
the Justice Party and Dr. Ambedkar’s party have already joined Jinnah Shaib. The papers 
report too, that Shree Savarkar, the President of the Hindu Mahasabha is to see hım pre- 
scntly. Jinnah Sahıb hımself has ınformed the pubJıc that nıany non-Congress Hindus 
have expresscd theır sympathy with him, I regard this dcvclopmcnt as thoroughly health). 
Nothing can be better than we should have in the country mainly two parties—the Congress 
and non-Congress or antı-Congress, if the latter expression is preferred. Jinnah Sahrb 
ıs giving the word ‘minority’ a new and good content. The Congress majority is made 
up of a combination of caste Hindus, non-Caste Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Parsis and 
Jews. Therefore, ıt ıs a manjority drawn from all classcs, represcnling a particular body of 
opinion, and the proposed combinlion becomes a minority representing another body of 
opinion. Thıs may any day convert itself ınto a majority by commending itself to tho ciec- 
torate. Such analignmentof parties is aconsummationdcvouıly to be tvished. Ifthc Quaid-i- 
Azam can bring about the combination, not only I but the who]e of İndia w]]1 shout wiıh 
One acclamation;‘ "Long Lıve Quaid-ı-Azam Jinnah.” For he will have brought about per" 
manent and living linity for which 1 am sure the whole nation is thirsting. 

* * 
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Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 
Bombay, 

Dear Mr. Gandhi, January 21, 1940 

I am in rcceipt of your letler of I6th January and the advance copy of the article 
you have sent to the Harijan. I not only thank vou for your courtesy but also for your 
anxicty to further the end you have been reading in my messages and actions. I, however, 
regret to have to say that your premises arc wrong as you start with the theory of an Indian 
Nation that does not exist, and naturally, thercfore, your conclusions are wrong. I should 
have thought, however, that you at Icast would not be led away by one-sıded nevvspaper 
reports and canards. There is so much in your article which is the result of imaginalion. 
Tt is due partly to the fact that you are living a secluded life at Segaon and partly because 
ali your thoughts and actions are guided by “inner voice/’ You have very little concern 
with realities, or what might be termed by an ordinary mortal “practjcal poJjtics.” I some- 
lûncs wonder what can be common betvveen practıcal politics and yourself, between demo- 
cracy and the dictator of a political organîsation of which he is not even a four-anna mem- 
ber. But that is, I suppose, because you do not consider the Congress worthy of your mem- 
bership. 


I aın glad to learn that you wcre not nıffled by the “Delıverance Day" greetings 
sent to you from Gulbarga, It ^^as ındeed noblc of you to join ın the silent prayer “Long 
hvc puaıd-i-Azam Jınnah. ’ Although these are tnvıal matlers, I neverthcless apprccıate that 
you have realised the true inward meaning and signihcance of the “Deliverance Day.’* 

It is true that many non-Coııgress Hindus expressed their sympathy wıth the 
Delıverance Day in justice to our cause, so aJso ıhe İcaders of the Justıce part> and the 
Scheduled Castes, and the Parsıs who had suhered. But 1 arn afraid that the meaning which 
you have tried to give to thıs alignnıent shows that you have not appreciatcd the true signi- 
fıcance of it. U was partly a case of ‘'advcrsity bringıng strangc bcd-fellovvs togelher,” 
and partly because common interest may İcad Muslıms and mmontıes to combine. I have 
no ilJusıons in the nıalter, and kt me say ağam that İndia ıs nut a nation, nor a country. 
It is a sub-contJHcnt composed of nationalities. Hindus and Muslims bcing the two majör 
nations. Today you deny that religion can be a main factor in determining a natıcn, but you 
yourself, when asked what your motive in life was, '‘the thing thai leads us to do what 
wç do,” whether ıt was rcligıous, or socıal, or political, saıd; "Purely religious”' This was 
the question asked me by the late Mr. Montagu when I accompanied a deputation which 
was purciy political. ‘How you, social reformer/ he exclaimed 'have found your way into 
this crowd7’ My reply was that it was only an cxtensıon of my social aetivity. I could not 
be leading a religious life unless I ıdcntihed myself with the whole of mankınd, and that 
I could not do unless 1 took part ın polıtıcs. The ganıut of man's acııviıies today consti- 
tutes an indivisible whole. You canuot divide social, economic, political and purely religious 
work into watcrtight compartments. I do not kcow any religion apart from human aetivity. 
It provides a moral basis to aii activities which they vvould otherwise lack, reducing life 
to a maze of 'sound and fury signifying nothing'.” 
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Morc than any one else, you happen to be the man today who commands the 
confidence of Hindu India and are in a posıtionto deliver the goods on their behalF. It 
ıs too much to hope and expect that you might play your legitimate role and abandon 
your Chase after a miragc? Events are movîng fast, a campaign of polemiçs, or your weekly 
discourse in the Harijan on mctaphysics, philosophy and ethics, or your peculiar doctrines 
regarding khaddar, akimsa and spinning are not goıng to win India’s freedom. Action 
and statcsmanship alone will help us in our forward march. I believe that you might stili 
rise to your stature ın the service of our country and make your proper contribution lo- 
wards leading İndıa to contentment and happiness. 


Lastly, I thank you for your anxiety to respect my wishes in the matter of the 
prıfix you should use wıth my name. What is in a pnfix after ali, a rose called by any other 
name smells just as sweet., So I leave the matter enirely to you, and have no parlicular 
wısh in the matter. I really do not knaw why you are worried so much about it. I, howcver, 
notîce that the preseni prefix you are using ıs according to the usage taught to you by the 
late Hakim Sahib. But surprisıngly enough during his lifetime and tili long after his death, 
you addressed me as “Mr.”, then quite recently you addrcssed me as "Shrec”, and in bet- 
wcen as 'Triend”, but please do not bother about this matter. 


Yours smccreJy, 
M, A, Jinnah 





* 


On AprU 24, 1943, addre&slng the sesslon of tbe Müslim l^cague at Delhi, Quaid-«'Azam said: 
"Nobody would weJconıe it more than myself if Mr, Gandhi is even now really vvillmg to come to a settle- 
ment wîth ıbe Mufllim League on the basis of Pakistan. Let me teli you that it wiU be the greatest day both 
for the Hindua and Muualmans. If has made up his miad, what is there to prevent Mr. Gandhi from writifig 
direct to me." Thereaflcr Mr, Gandhi wroteihe roIlowing letter. In astatement issuedon May 2B, 1943, 
Pyaid-c-Azam cs^ılained the position* "I have received a communication from the Secretary to the Govenunent 
M İndİB, Home Department, dated May 24, that Mr, Oandhj’s letter merely expresaes a wish to meet me, 
and this letter, Government have decided, cannot be forwarded to me. Thıs letter of Mr. Gandhi can only be 
constnıed as a move on his pa^ to embroll the Müslim League to come into clash with the BritishGovemmeni 
aofely for tbe purpose of helping his releasc, so that be wouTd be free to do what he pleases thereafter. There is 
rea]^ no cfaange of prHıcy on the part of Mr. Gandhi and no genuine desire to meet the suggeıtions that I 
made in my ıpeecfa muing the sessıon of the All-India Müslim League at Delhi. AJthough I have alvvayB been 
ready and wiUing to meet Mr. Gandhi or any ocher Hindu lead^ and shall be stili £ad to meet bim, yet 
merely csıpressıng his desire to meet me is not the kind of ephemeral letter that 1 suggested in my speccb tut 
Mr. Oandm should wnte, and whicb has been now stopped by tbe Government." 
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Detention Camp, 
4th May, 1943 


Dear Qııaid-€-Azamj 

Wlıen sometimes after my incarceration, Government asked me for a list of news- 
papers 1 would like to have, T inciuded the 'Dawn’ in my üst I have receıved it with more 
or Jess regularity. 

Whenever it comes to mc I read it carefulJy. I have folJowed the proceedıngs 
of the L^ague as reported in the ‘Dawn’ columns I notcd your invitation lo me to writc 
to you. Hence this letter. 

I weIcornc your invitation. I suggest our mecting face to facc rather than talking 
through correspondence. But I am in your hands. 

I hope that this letter will be sent to you and, if you agrce to my proposal, that 
the Government will let you visit me. 

One thing I had better menfion. There scems to be an “if” about your invitation. 
Do you say 1 should write only if I have changed my heart? God alone knows men’s hearts, 

I would like >ou to takc me as 1 am. 

Why should not both you and I approach the great que5tion of comnıunal unity 
as men determined on hnding a common solution ajıd U'ork togetJıer to make our solution 
acceptable to ali who are concerncd wıtb İt or are intercsted in İt? 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. K. Gandhi 

rti m * 

Translation of Mr. Gandhi’s letter m Gnjrati 

“Dilkusha”, 

Panchgani, 

17th July, 1944 


Brother Jinnah, 

There was a day when I could induce you to spcak in the mothcr tongue. To-day 
I fake courage to write to you in the samc language. I had invıted you to mect mc whılc 
I was in Jail. I have not written to you since my release. But to-day my heart says that 1 



should write to you. We wHI meet whcnever you choosc. Don’t rcgard mc as fhc enemy 
of İslam or of the Muslıms of this counfry. I am thc friend and servant of not only your- 
self but of the whole worJd. Do not disappoint me. 


I am enclosıng herewith a translation of this letter in Urdu 


Your borther, 
Gandhi. 


« 


♦ 



H. B. '‘Queen Elizabeth” 
Srinagar, Kashmir, 

24th July, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I received your letter dated 17lh of July here on the 22nd of July, and 1 thank you 

for it. 


I shall be glad to receivc vou at m> housc in Bombay on my rcturn, which will 
probably be about the middle of August. By that time I hope that you will have recupera- 
ted your hcalth fully and wıll be returning to Bombay. T wouId lıkc to say nothing more 
tül we meet. 

1 am very vcry pleased to rcad in the Press that you are making \ery good progress, 
and I hope that you >vill soon be ali right. 


Yours sjnccreJy, 
M. A. Jinnah 


* 


* 


* 


Septcmber 10, 1944 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

AVıth refercnce to our talk ycsıerday (September 9), 1 understood from you that 
you had come to discuss the Hindus-Muslim settiement with me in your individual capacity, 
and not in any representatıvc character or capacity, on behalf of the Hindus or the Cong- 
ress; nor had you any authority to do so. I naturally pointed out to you thai there must 
be some one on the other side with authority holding a representatıve status with whom can 
negotiate and, if possible, come to a settiement of the Hindu-Muslim qucstion, and that 



for the position you had adopted thcre was no prccedent, and that this raises great diflicul- 
tics in my way. 

As you know, I can only speak on bcbalf of Müslim Indıa and the All-India 
Müslim League, as the President of the organization which I represent, and as such I am 
subject to and govcrned by its constitution, rulcs and regulations. I think you realize and 
will adıuit that a settJement of the Hindu-Muslim question is the foremost and majör 
hurdle, and unless the representatıves of these two nations put their heads together, how is 
onc to make any headway wıth if^ 

Nevertheless, 1 explained to jou the i-ahore Rcsolulion of March, 1940, and 
tried to persuade you to accept the basic and lundamental principles embodied in ıt, but 
you not onl> rcfused to consıder it but emphasızed your opposition to the basis indicated 
in that resolution, and remarked that there was “an ocean between you and me,” and when 
I asked you what is then the altemative you suggcst, you put fonvard a fomula of Mr. Raja- 
gopalachari approved by you. We discussed jt, and as various matters were vague and 
ncbulous, and some required clarification, I wanted to have a clear idea of what it really 
meant and what were its implications. and asked yon for explanations and clanhcatıon 
regarding the proposals embodied in that formula. 

After some discussion, you requested me to formulatc in writmg my points that 
T thought required or called for expIanatıon and clarification, and to communicate with 
you and that you would reply in writıng before our next mcetıng on Monday, September 
11, at 5-30 p.m, I am, therefore, submittıng to you the follotving points which requirc 
claıification: 


(1) ^ith regard to the preamblc: İn \\h'di capacıty vvıll you bc a consenting party 
if any agreement is reached hctvvecn you and me? 


(2) Clause 1: With ıcgard to “the constitution for a free Indıa” leferred to in this 
clause, T wouid like to know hrst, whdt constitution do you refer to, who wıll frame it and 
when wili it come into being? 


Next, it Js stated in the formula that “the Muslini League endorses the İndian de- 
mand fer İndependencc '* Does it mcan the Congress demand for Independence as for- 
muİated in August Resolution of 1942 by the Aü-India Congress Committec in Bombay 
or, if not, what is the significance of this term, for you know the Müslim League has made 
it dear not only by its resoJutions but by ils crccd, which is embodied m iıs constitution, 
that we stand for freedom and ındependence of the whole of this sub-continent, and applies 
to Pakistan and Hindustan. 


Ncxt it ıs stated that the Müslim League "wi]l co-operate with the Congress in 
the formation of provisional interim gevemment for the transitional penod.” 1 would like 
to know the basis or the lines ou which such a govemment is to be set up or constituted. 
İf you have a complete and definito seheme piease let me have it. 


10i 



(3) Clausc 2: Who wıll appoint the cojnmjssioıı referrcd to in ^is clause and 
who will give e/fect to thcir findings? What is thc mcaning of absolute majority rcferrod 
to in it? Will the contemplated pJebiscite be taken districtwise or, if not, on what basis? 
Who will determıne and decide whether such a plebiscitcshould be based on aduit franchisc 
or other practicable franshise? Who win give effect to the decision or verdict of the abovc- 
mentıoned pJebiscite? WouJd oniy the dıstricts on the border, which arc taken out from 
the boundaries of the present provinces by delımitation, be entitled to choose to join either 
State, or would also those outside the present boundaries have the rıght to choose to join 
either State? 

(4) CJause 3: Who are meant by “ali parties” in Ihis clause? 

(5) Clause 4: I would like to know between whom and through what machinery 
and agency wıll the “mutual agreements” referrcd to in this clause be cntered into? What 
is meant bv “safeguarding defence, commerce and Communications and for other essential 
purposes’'? Sale-guarding against vvhom? 

(6) Claue 6: “These terms shall be bindîng only in case of transfer by Britain of 
full power and responsıbility for the governance of İndia.’’ 1 would like to know to whom 
is this power to be transferred, througlı vvhat machinery and agency, and when? 

Thcsc are some of the iraportant points that occur to mc for the moment, which 
rcquire explanation and clarification, and I hope that you will Ict me have full detaiJs about 
the various points that I have raised, in order that 1 may be better able to understand and 
judgc your proposals before I can deal with them satisfactorily. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinıiah. 




* 


♦ 


September 11, 1944 


Dear Quaid e-Azam, 

I reoeıvcd your letter yesterday at 3-30 p.m, I was intheınidst of appointments 
I Kasten to reply at the carliest opportunity, 

1 have said jn my letter to you, it is implicd in the Rajaji Formula and I have 
stated publicly that I have approached you as an individual. My life mission has been 
Hindu-Muslim unity which I want for its own sake but which is not to be achieved with 
out the foreign ruHng powcr being ousted. Hence the firsl condition of the exercise of the 



right of sclf-dctermination is achieving Indepcndcncc by the joint action of ali the parties 
and groups composing India. If such joint action is unfortunately impossible, thcn too 
1 must üght with the assistance of such elements as can be brought together. 

I am gîad, therefore, that you did not break off our talks when I refused to assume 
or accept reprcsentative capacity. Of course, I am plegdcd to use ali the influence I may 
have with the Congress to ratıfy my agreement wath you. May I remınd you that the Rajaji 
Formula was designed m the hrst instance for your acceptance and submıssion thereafter 
to the Lcague? 

It is true that I said an ocean separated you and me in outlook. But had no re- 
ference to the Lahorc Resolution of the League. The Lahore Resolutioıı is mdefinite. Rajaji 
has taken from iı the substance and gıven it a shape. 

N ow for the poınts raised by you. 

1. I have alrcady answered this m the foregoing 

2. The constitution wıll be framed by provisional government contemplaterd 
in the Formula or an authority specially set up by it after the Britısh power is withdrawn. 
The independence contemplated is of the wh4>Ie of India as it stands. The basis for the 
fornıation of ihe provisional interım government wıli have to be agreed to betwccn the 
League and tho Congress. 

3. The commission wılî bc appointed by the provisional government. 'Absolute 
maıority’ meaus a clear majority o\er non-Mıislim elements as ın Sınd, Baluchistan or tlıe 
Frontier Province. The form of plebıscıte a.ıd the franchıse must be a matter for discus- 
sion. 


4. ‘Ali parties" means parties interesıed. 

5. “Mutual agreement” ıtıean*^ jgrecmenı belwecn cortraeting parties. "Safe- 
guarding delence, ete.,” rreans for me a Central or joint hoard of control. “Safeguardıng” 
means safeguardıng against ali who may put the common mterests ın jeopardy. 

6. The power ıs to be tıansferred to the nation, that is, to the provisional govem- 
ment. The formula contemplates peaoeful transfer by the Brıtish Government. So far as 
1 am concerned l would like the transfeı to take place as early as possible. 

Yours sinoerely, 


M. K. Gandbi. 



September 11 ^ 1944 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 


I received your letter of September 11 at 5 p.m. today. I notc that you have approa- 
ched me as an indıvidual, and 1 have already expressed my views about it. Please do not 
take it that 1 acquiesce in the position that you have adopted,for which there is no pre- 
oedent. ^Nevertheless, I proceeded to discuss matters with you naturally because 1 am anxi- 
ous to convert you to my point of view if possıble. I urged on you that the only solution 
of India's problem is to accept the division of India as Pakistan and Hındustan, as briefly 
laid down in the Lahore Resolution of March 1940, and proceed to scttic the details forth- 
with. You say the Lahore resolution is ındehnîte. You never asked me for any clarification 
or explanatıon of the resolution, but you really indicated your emphatic oppositîon to 
the very basis and the fundamental prıncıplesembodied ın it. I would, therefore, İtke to 
know in what way or rcsp)ect the Lahore Resolution is indehnlte. I cannot agree that Rajaji 
has taken from it its substance and given it shape. On the contrary, he has not only put it 
out of shape but mutilated it, as I explained in my speech whıch I delivered at the mcctlng 
of the Council of the All-India Muslini Leaguc at Lahore on July 30, 1944. 

You say “the first condition of ıhc cxcrcise of the right of sclf-determination 
is achieving Indepcndence bv the joint action of ali the parties and groups composİng India. 
If such Joint acıîon ıs unfortunately impossıbİe then too 1 must hght W]th the assıstanoe of 
such elements as can bc brought logether.” This m my opınion ıs, as 1 have repeatedly 
said, puttıng the cart beforethe horse, and is generaliy opposed to the poJicy anddeclara- 
tions of the All-India Müslim League, and you arc only holding on firmly to the August 
resolution of 1942. in order to achieve the freedom and independenoe of the people of India, 
it is essential, in the hrst instance, that there should be Hindu—Müslim settlement. 


Of course, I am thankful to you whcn you say that you are piedged to use ali the 
influence that you have wıth the Congress to ratıfy y'our agreement wıth me, but that is not 
enough ın my judgraent although it will be a very valuable help to nıe. 


1 onoc morc ask you please to let me know what is your conception of the basis 
for the formatiün of a provisıonal interim govemment. No doubt it wılJ be subject to agree¬ 
ment between the League and the Congress, but 1 think infaiıness you should at least glve 
me some rough idea or İmcs of your conception, for you must have thought it out by now, and 
would like to know what are your proposals or seheme for the formation of a provisional 
interim govemment, whjch can give me some dear pictııre to understand jt. 


You have omitted to answcr my qucstion as to who wili give effect to the hndings 
of the commission ajıd also it is not dear to me wbat you mean by absolute majonty, when 


*Iq its repon of the proccedings of the Müslim League session of July 1944 at Lahore. the '‘Dawn** 
İD its İ98UC of July 31 said: *'Od the League Gounal auihorızing Mr. Jinnah to carry on uegotiations wilh 
Mr. Candhi, the Qai<l-i-AzaiD ruled that ali the resolutions on the agenda relating to the C. R. Gandhi 
formula could not be moved and the movers, accordiogly, wiıhdrew the resolutions." Similar reportf 
appeared in otber papers. 



you say it means “a clear majority över non-Muslim elements as in Sind, Baluchistan 
or the Frontıer Province.” You have not cveu replied to my question as to who will decide 
the form of the plebiscite and the franchise contemplated by the formula. 

The answer to the fourth pomt does not carry any clear idea when you say “ali 
paıtics” means ‘'partics intcrested.” 

You say '‘mutual agreement” means ‘agreement between contracting parties’ ” 
VVho are the contracting parties önce a provisional intcrim govcrnment is establishcd of 
your conception? Who will appoint ihe Central or joint board of control, which will safcguard 
dcfence, ete., and on what principle, through what machinery and ageney, and subject 
to whose control and orders will such a Central or joint board be? 

You say “The power is to be transferred to the nation, that is, to the provisional 
government.” That is ali the greater reason why 1 would lıke to know full details of the 
provisional govemment as contemplated by you and of your conception. 

Yours sİAcerely, 



* 


t 


M. A. Jinnah. 


September, 13, 1944 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 


When you arrived here on the mornmg of September 12, to resume our talks, 
you wcrc good enough lo inform me that you had not had time to attend to my lettcr of 
Septeml>er 11, vhich reached you the same day at 10-30 p.m. We met again today wıthout 
havıng receivcd your reply, and 1 ara stili waiting for it. Please, therefore, let me have your 
reply as soon as possiblc wıth regard to the various points mcntioncd in my lettcr to you 
of September 11. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


* 




September 14, 1944 


Dear Quaid-e-Azam, 

I have your letter of the 13th instant. I understood from our talks that you were 
in no hurry for my answer. I was, therefore. taking the matter ın a leisurely fashioa, even 
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hoping that as our talks proceeded and as cordiality increased mutual clarijîcatlon would 
come of itself and that we would only have to record our final agreement. But I under- 
stand and apprcciate the other vjewpoint. We should take nothing for granted. I should 
clarify your dıfficulties in understanding the Rajaji formula and you should do ljkewise re- 
garding yours, i.e., the Müslim League Lahore Resolution of 1940. 

With reference to the Lahore Resolution as agreed between us 1 shall deal with it in 
a separate letter. 

Perhaps at the end of our dtscussion» we shall discover that Rajaji not only has 
not put the Lahore Resolution out of shape and mutıJatcd it, but has given it substance 
and form. 


Indeed in view of your dislike of the Rajaji Formula, I have, at any rate for the 
moment, put ıt out of my mind and I am now concentrating on the Lahore Resolution in 
the hope of findîng a ground for mutual agreement. 

So much for the first paragraph of your letter. 

As to the second, I do hnJd that unless we oust the third party we shalJ not be able 
to livc at peace with onc another. That docs not mcan I may not make an eifort to find 
ways and means of cstablishing a living peace bctween us. 

You ask for my conceptİon of the basis for a provisional interim govcmment. 
l would have told you if 1 had any scheme in mınd. 1 imagine that if we tvvo can agree, 
it would be for us to cons\ılt the other parties. 1 can say this, that any pTO^ isional govem- 
meııt to inspıre confidence at the present moment müst represenl ali parties. When tliat 
moment arrıves I shall have becn replaccd by some authoritative person, Ihough you vvıll 
have me always at your back and cali when you have converted me, or 1 you, or by mutual 
conversion we have btx:ome one mind functioning through two bodies. 


As co the third point, the provisional government being the appointing authority, 
will give effect to the findings of the commission. This, 1 thought, was implied in my previous 
answer. 


Rajaji telis mc that 'absolute majonty’ is used in his Formula in the same sense 
as it is used in ordinary legal parlance wherever more than tvvo groups are dealt with. 
1 cling to my own answer. But you will perhaps suggest a third meaning and persuade me 
to aocept it. 


The form of the plebiscite and franehise must be left to be decided by the provi- 
sîonal interim government unless we decide it now. I should say it should be by adult suifrage 
of ali the inhabitants of the Pakistan arca. 



As to fourth, "ali parties” mcans you and I and evcry one else holding views on 
the question at issue will, and should, seek by peaceful persua:ion to influence public opi- 
nion as is done whcre democracy functions vvholly or Jn part. 

As to fifth, supposing that the result of the plebıscite is in favour of partıtion, the 
provisîonal government wıll draft the treaty and agreements as regards the administration 
of matters of coınmon intcrest, but the same has to be confirmed and ratıhed by the govern- 
ments of the lwo States. The machinery required for the scttlement and administration 
of matters of common interest will in the fîrst instance be planned by the interim govern- 
ıncnt, but subsequently will be a matter for scttlement between the two governments acting 
through the agencıes appointed by each for that purpose. 

As to sixtlı, [ hope the foregoing makes superfluous any further rcpiy. 

Yours sıncerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 


« « 


Septcmbcr J4, 1944 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

1 rcceived your letterof Septcmher 14, at 4-45 p.m. today m reply to my letter 
of Scptember 11, (and not of Septenıbcr 13, as you State, which seems to be a mistake), 
and I thank you for it. 

Piease Ict me have, as soon as you can, your promısed letter ındicating in what 
way or rcspect the Lahorc Resolution is 'indefimte/ 

VVıth rcgard to the provision in ıhe Gandhi-Rajaji Foımula that "the Müslim 
League endorses the İndian demand for Independence," I askcd you in my letter dated 
Septembcr 10, "Docs it mean The Congress denumd for Indepcndence as formuiatcd in 
the August 1942 Resolution by the All-India Congres'* Comraittee m Bombay or, if not, 
what is the signıficance of this term/’ to ihis you rcplied by your letter of Septcmbcr 11, 
“the Indepcndence contemplated is of the who!e of İndia as it stands". Hence, 1 agaîn 
ask, does it mcan on the basıs of a united Indîa? I bnd that you have not clarified this 
pomt satısfactorıly. 

As regards the ncxt part of this cİause, the formula proceeds to lay down that 
"the Müslim League will co-operate with the Congress in the formation of the provisioaal 
interim government for the transitional period,*' I requested you by my letter of Septcmbcr 
10 to Ict mc know “the basis or the lines by which such a government ıs to be s®t up or 



constituted. If you have a complete and definite scheme, please Jet me have it,” to this you 
replied by your Jetter of Septembcr 11 under reply, that "the basis for the formation of the 
provisional interim government will have to be agreed to between the Lçague and the 
Congress.” But that is not meeting my requcst for clarihcation or giving me at least the 
outlines of such a government, and that is what I have been asking for. I hopc that you 
do appreciate my point when I am requesting you to ict mc have rough outlines of the 
proposed provisional interim government according to the formula, so that I may have some 
idea. 


Of course, I can qaite understand that such a provisional interim government 
wiil request ali parties and would be of a character that will inspire confîdence at the pre¬ 
seni moment of ali the parties. I can quite understand that wlıcn the moment arrives certain 
things may follo\v, but before we can deal with this formula in a satisfactory manner, T 
repeat again that, as it is your formula, you should give me a rough idea of the provisional 
interim government that you contemplate and of your conception. 

What 1 wouId lıkc to know would be, what wiJl bc the powers of such a provisional 
interim government, how it will be formed, to whom it will be responsible, and what iis 
composıtion wıll be^ ete. You beîng the sponsor of this Gandhi-Rajaji formula, should 
give mc some rough idea and pictute of it, so that I may understand what this part of the 
formula mcans. 

In your letter of September 14, in reply to my letter of Septeınber 11, you inform 
mc that you would have told me if you had any scheme in mind. “I imagine that if vvc two 
can agree it would be for us to consult the other parties.” but that is just the point, IJnless 
I have some outlines or scheme, hovvevcr rough, from you, what are we to discuss in order 
to reach any agreement? 

As regards the other matters which you have further explained, I have noted the 
explanation, and 1 do not think I nced press you further, although some of them are not 
quite satisfactory. 


* 





Yours sinccreJy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


September 15, 15>44 


Dear Quaid-e-Azam, 

This is Jn terms of our talk of Wedne5day, September 13. 


For the moment I have shunted the Rajaji Formula, and, with your 
applying my mind very seriously to the famous Lahore Resolution of the Müslim Leoguc. 



You must admıt that ıhe Resolution iticlf makes no reference to the two nations 
theory. In the course of our dıscussıons you have passionately pleaded that India conUins 
two nations, ı.e., Hındus and Muslims, and that the latter have their homelands in India 
as the former have theirs. 

The more our argument progresscs, the more alarmfng your pıcture appears 
lo ine. It would be allunng if it were truc. But my fear ıs gorwing that ıt ıs wholly unreal. 
I find no paraUel in history for a body of converts and their desccndants claimıng to be a 
nation apart from the parent stock. If India wa5 onc natıon beforc the advent of İslam, 
it must remain one in spite of the change of faith of a very largc body of her chıJdrcn 

You do not daim to be a separate natıon by nght of conquest but by leason of 
acceptance of İslam. Will the two nations become one ıf the whole of Ind.a accepted İslam? 
Wıll flengalis, Oriyas, Andhras, Tamilians, Maharashtrians, Gujaratıes, ete., cease to have 
their special characteristics ıf ali of them bccame converte to Ulam? 

These have al) become one polıtıcally because they are subject lo one foreign 
control. They are trying today to ıhrow ofîthat subjection. 

You seem to have introduced a ncw test of nationhood, if I acetpt it, I would 
have to subsenbe to many more claınis and facc an ınsolubİe problem. 

I he only real, though lawful test of our nationhood arises out of our conımon 
polıtical subjection. If you and l throvv off thıs subjection by our combined cfTort we shall 
bc born a politİcally free nation out of our ıravail, If by then we have not learnt to prize our 
freedorn wc may quarrel among ourscîve-i and. for want of a common master holding us 
together in his ıron grip, scek to splıl up into small groups or nationalities. Therc wıll be 
nothing to prevent us from descending to that Icvci and we shall not have to go in search 
of a master. There are many claimants to ıhe Ihrone that never reınains vacant. 

NVith this background t ^hall present you wjth my difîîcuJty m accepling your 
resolution: 

(1) Pakistan ıs not in the resolution, Ooes it bear the original meaning the Punjab, 
Afghauistan, Kashmir, Sind and fialuchıstan out of which the name wa5 formed? If not, 

what is ıt? 

(2) Is ıhe goal of Pakistan pan-lslam? 

(3) What is it that dıstinguıshes an Indian Muslini from cvery other Indıan, 
if not his Tclıgon? Is he diiferent from a Türk or an Arab? 

(4) What is the connotation of the word “Muslims” in the resolution under 
discussion? Does it mean the Muslims of the India of geography or of the Pakistan to be? 



(5) Is the resolution addressed to Mustims by way of education, or to the inhabi- 
tants of the whole of India by way of appeal or to the foreign ruler as an ultımatum? 

(6) Are the constıtuents in the tvvo zones to constitute ‘‘independent States," 
an undehned number in each zone? 

(7) Is the demarcation to take place during the pendetıcy of Bnlish rule? 

(8) If the answer to the last qııestion îs în the aflBrmativc, the proposal must be 
accepted hrst by Britain and then imposed upon India, not evolved from withîn by the free 
wiil of the people of İndıal!! 

(9) Have you examined the posîtion and satished yourself that these “independent 
States" wjll be materially and otherwise benehted by beîng split up înto fmgments. 

(10) Please satısfy me that these independent sovereign States wıll not bccome 
a colleetion of poor States, a menace to themselves and to the rest of India. 

(11) Pray show me by facts and fîgures or othervvise how independence and welfare 
of India as a whole can be brought about by the acccptance of the resolution? 

(12) How arc Muslims under the Princes to be disposed of as a resuU of this 

seheme? 

(13) What is your dcJinitiou of “minorities?” 

(14) Will you please define the '*adequate, eifeetive and mandatory safcguards” 
for mmorities referred to in the second part of the resolution? 

(15) Do you not sce that the Lahore Resolution contains only a hare statement of 
tlıe objeetive and does uot give any idea as to the means to be adopted for the execut)on 
of the idea and the conerete corollaries thereof? 

For instanoe: 

(a) Are the people m the regions falling under the plan to have any voice in the 
matter of scparation and, if so, how is it to be ascertained? 

(b) What is the provision for Defenoe and sirnilar matters of comnıon conoern 
contcmplatcd İn the Lahore Resolution? 

(c) Therc are many groups of Muslims who have continuously expressed disseut 
from the policy of the League. While I am prepared to accept the preponderating induence 
and position of the League and have approached you for that very reason, is it not our joint 
duty to reınove their doubts and carry them with us by makmg them feel that they and 
their supporters have not been practically disPranehised? 
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(d) Does this not lead again to placing the Resolution of the League before the 
îople of the zones concecned as a whole for acceptance? 

As I write this letter and imagine the working of the Resolution in practice, I 
e nothîng but ruin for the whoIe of India. Believe me, I approach you as a seeker. Though 
represent nobody but myself, I aspire to represent ali the inhabjtants of India. For, 1 
alize in my own person their misery and degradation vvhich ıs their common lot ırres- 
etive of class, caste or creed. I know that you have acquired a unique hold on the Müslim 
asses. I want you to use your influence for their total welfare, whıch must indude the rest. 

In this hastily vvulten letter I have only given an inkliııg of my dıfficulty. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 




* 



September 15, 1944. 


îar Quaid-e-Azanı, 

I have yours of September 14, rcceıved at 9-40 a.m. 1 woke up at 3 a.m. today 
fıııish my promised letter on the Lahore Resolution. There is no mistake about the 
te, for I wrotc İn answcr to your remındcr ot September 13. 

Tndependenoc does mean as cnvısaged in the A.l.C.C. resolution of 1942. But 
rannot be on the basıs of a unıtcd India. If we come to a settlement ıt would be on the 
üs of that settlement, assuming of course that it secures general accepıance in the coun- 
. The process will be aome what like this. We rcach by joint elTort indepcndence for India 
ıt stands. India, become free, will procccd to demarcation, plcbıscıtc and partition 
he people concerned vote for Partition. Ali this is ımplied m the Rajaji formula. 

As to the provisıonal inlerim government, 1 am afraıd 1 cannot carry my answer 
f further than I have done. Though I have no seheme for such a government, if you 
one in connectıon wıth the Lahore Resolution, wlıich also l presume rcquires an 
srım government, we can dicuss ıt. 

The Formula was framcd by Rajaji in good faith. l accepted it in equal good 
h. The hope was that you would look at ıt with favour. We stili think it to be the best 
the cırcumstanoes. You and 1 have to put CLesh on ıt, if we can. 1 have explaıned the 
cess vve have to go through. You have no objcctıon to it. Perhaps, you want to know 
V I ^^ould form the provisional government if I was invıted to form it. If I was ın that 
ınviable posıtion I could see ali the daimants and endeavour to satisfy them. My co- 
ration will be available in that task. 
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I can give you full satisfaction about your inquiry, ‘‘What I would like to know 
would be: what will be the powers of such a provisional interım Government, how will it be 
formed, to whom will ıt be responsible?” The provisional interim government wıll be 
responsible to the elccted members of the preseni Assembly or a newly elected onc. İt wili 
have ali the power5 less than that of the Commander-in-chief during the war and full powers 
thereafter. It wiH be the authority to give effect to the agrcement that may be arrived at 
betvvecn the League and the Congress and ratıhed by the other parties. 


Yours smcerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 


* 


* 


* 


Septcmber J7, 1944 


Bear Mr. Gandhi, 

I havc your lettcr of Septembcr 15, and I thank you for it. I note that yon have 
For the moment shunted ‘*thc Rajaji Fomula” and are applying your mmd very seriously 
to the Lahore Resolution of the Müslim League. Jt js my duty to expJain the Lahore Rc- 
sohıtion to you today and persuade you to accept ıt, cven though you are talkıng to me, 
as you have oftcn made ıt clcar, in your individual capacıty. I have successfully converted 
noıi'Muslim Indıans in no small number and aUo a large body of foreigners, and if 1 can 
convcrt you, e\crcısing as you do tremendous influencc över Hindu India, it ^ıll be no 
small assistance to me, athough we are not proceeding on the footing that you are carrying 
ou these talks in your representative character, or capacity, and my dilhculties remaın 
until you are vested with a representative status and authonty in ordcr to negotiale and 
reach an agreement '^ith you. 

You have staled in your letter dated Septembcr JJ, that the Lahore Resolution 
is “indcfimte.” I, therefore, nalurally asked you plcase to let me know in what way or 
respcct the Lahore Resolution ıs indefinile. And now I have reccived your letter of Sep- 
tember 15 under reply. 

The third paragraph of your letter is not seeking clarihcation but is a disquısition 
and expre$sion of your views on the point whether the Mussalmans are a natîon. This 
matter can hardly be discussed by means of correspondence. There is a greater dcal of disous- 
sion and literatüre on this point which is available, and it is for you to Judge hnally, when 
you have süidicd this question thoroughly, whether the Mussalmans and Hindus are not 
two majör nations in this subcontinent. For the moment I would refer you to two publica- 
tions altfaough there are many more,—Dr, Ambedkar's book and M.R.T.'s “Nationalism 
in Conflict in Tndia/’ We mainUin and hold that MusLims and Hindus are two majör 
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nations by any definition or test of a nation. We are a natıon of a hundred million, and, 
what is more, \ve are a nation with our own distınclive culture and civilization, language 
and literatüre, art and architecture, names and nomcnclature, sense of valuc and pro- 
portion, legal laws and moral codes, customs and calendar, history and traditions, aptitudes 
and ambitjous-in-short, we have our o\vn distinctive outlook on life and of life. By ali canons 
of International Jaw vve are a nation. Now I shall repJy to your various points: 

(1) Ycs, the word “Pakistan” is not mentioned in the rcsolution, and it does not 
bear the original meaning. The word has now bccome synonymous with the Lahore Re- 
solution. 


(2) This poiıit does not ariae, but stili I leply that the questıon is a mere bogcy. 

(3) This point is covercd by my ausWer that the Mussalmans of India are a na¬ 
tion. As to the last part of your qucry, it is hardly relcvant to the matter of clarihcatıon 
of the resolution. 

(4) Surely you know what the word “Muslims” means. 

(5) This point does not aıisc by way of clarillcation of the tc\t of the Lahore 
resolution. 

(6) No. Thcy will form units of Pakistan. 

(7) As soon as the basis and the princıples embodıcd in the Lahore resolution are 
acccptcd, the qucstion of dcmarcation wıll have to be taken up immediately. 

(8) în view of nıy rcply to (T), your quest!on (H) has ben answered. 

(9| Does not rclale to clarification. 

(10) My answer to (9) covers this point. 

(11) Does not arise out of the claritication of the resolution. Surely this ıs not 
asking for clarihcatıon of the resolution. 1 have in numerous speeches of mine and the 
Müslim l.eague m its resolutions have pointed oui that this ıs the only solution of İndıa's 
problem and the road to achıeve freedora and independence of the peoples of India. 

(12) “Muslims under the Pnnees”: The Lahore resolution is only confined to 
British India. This question does not arise out of the clarification of the resolution. 

(13) The definition of “minontics”: You yourself have often saıd “minorities” 
means “accepted minorities”. 

(14) The adequate, effeetive and mandatory safeguards for minorities, referred 
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to in the resolution, arc a matfer for negotiation and settlement with the minorities in 
the respective States, viz., Pakistan and Hindustan. 

(15) İt does give basic principles and when thcy aıe accepted thcn the details 
will have lo be worked out by the contracting parties. 

(a) Does not arise by way of clarificatioa. 

(b) Does not arise by way of clarıficatıon. 

(c) The Müslim League ıs the only authorıtative and reprcsentative organiza- 
tıon of Müslim India. 

(d) No; see answer (c) 

As regards your final paragraph, before receıvmg claıification from me you have 
already passed yourjudgment andcondemned the Lahore Resolution, whenyou say, “As 
I write this letter and imagine the whoIe vvorking of llıe resolution in practice, I see nothing 
but ruin for the whole of İndıa.” I understand that you have made clear to me that you 
represent nobody but yourself, and T am tryıng to persuade you and to convert you that 
this is the road vvhich wjll lead us to the achıevement of freedom and independence not 
only of the two majör nations, Hindus andMuslıms, but of the rest of the pcoples of India, 
but when you proceed to say that you aspıre to represent all the inhabitants of India, I 
regret 1 cannot accept that sıatement of yours. 

It is quite clear that you represent nobody else but the Hindus, and as loug as you 
do not rcalize your true posıtion and the rcalıtıes, it is very difficult for me to argue wıth 
you, and it becomes stili more difficult to persuade you, and hope to convert you to the 
realities and the aetual conditions prcvaılmg in India today, 1 am pleadıng before you 
in the hope of converting you, as I have done with many others successfuliy. 

As I have said before, you are a great man and you cxercise enormous influence 
över the Hindus, particuiarly the masses, and by accepting the road that I am pointiııg 
out to you, you are not prejudıcmg or harming the interests of the Hindus or of the mino- 
ritıes. On the contrary. Hindus wılî bc the greatest gainers. 1 am convınced that true wel- 
fare not only of the Muslims but the rest of India bes in the dıvision of India as proposed 
by the Lahore resolution. İt is for you to constder whethcr it ıs not your policy and pro- 
gramme in which you have persisted which has been the principal factor of the “ruin of 
vvhole of India” and of the misery and degradation of the people to which you refer and 
which I deplore no less than anyone else. And ıt is for that very reason I am pleading before 
you all thesc days, although you insist that you are having talks withmeonlyin your in- 
divîdual cıpacıty, in the hope that you may yet revise your policy and programme. 

Yours sincercly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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September 19, 1944. 


Dear Quaid-e-Azam, 

Many thanks for yours of 17th inst. 

I am sorry to have to say that your afiswers, omıtting I, 2 and 6 do not give satis- 

faction. 


It may be that ali my que.stions do not anse from the vıevv of mere clarification 
of the Lahore resolution. But T contend ıhat thcy arc vcry rclevant from the standpoint 
of a seeker that I am. You cannot cxpcct anyone to agree to, or shouidcr the burden of 
the daim contained ın the Lahore resolution. without; for instance, ansuering myquestiön 
15 (a) and 15 (b) which you brush aside as not arisıng by way of darıfKatıon. 

Dr. Ambedkar's thesis, while it is ably wrjtten, has carned no conviction to mc. 
The other book mcniioncd by you, I am sorry to say, I havc not secn. 

Why can you not accept my statement that I aspire to represent ali the sectioııs 
that oompose ıhe people of Indıa? Do you not aspire? Should not every Indıan? That the 
aspiralion may never be realized is beside the poiuî:. 

I am beholden to you, in spite of your opımoa about me, for having paticnce wıth 
me; I hope you will never lose it but \vill persevere m your effbrt to convert me, I ask you 
to take me with my strong vievvs and even prejudıces, if I am guılty of any. 

As to 30 ur verdict on my polıcy and progıamme, wc must agree to dlBer. For, 1 
am wholly unrepentant. My puıpose is, as a lover of eonımuual unity, to plaoc ray service 
at your disposal. 

I hope you do not expcct me to accept the Lahore resolution without under- 
standing ıts impJications. If your Jetter is the final word there is stili hope. Can we not agree 
to differ on the quetsJon of ‘'two nations*' and yet soJve the problem on the basis of self- 
determination? It is this basis that has brought me lo you. If the regions holding Müslim 
majoıities have to be separated according to ıhe Lahore Resolution, the grave step of sepa- 
ration should be specıhcally placed before and approved by the people in that area. 


Yours sınoerely, 
M. K. Gandhi 
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Scptembcr 21, 1944. 


Dcar Mr. Gandhi, 

I am in receipt of your letter of Scptember 19, and I have already gıven you ray 
answers to ali your qucstıons relatıng to claritication of the Lahore resolution or any part of 
it, and 1 am glad that you admit \\hen you say it may be that “ali ray qucstions do not 
arise from the vıew of merc clarification of the Lahore resolution,” but you particuiarly 
cnıphasise your points 15 (a) 15 (b). 

I regret to say it has no relation to the context of the resolution or any part thereof. 
You have brought so many matters ınto our correspondence whıch arc entirely 
outside the matter requiring clarification, so l have perforce to dcal with thera. Let me 
lîrst deal with your letter of September II. 

You say: “My lıfe-mission has been Hindu-Muslim unity which T vvant for ıts 
own sake but which is not to be achıeved vvithout the foreign ruling Powcr being ousted. 
Hence the lîrst condition of the exercise of the right of self-determination is achievmg 
of Independence by the joınt action of aÜ the parties and groups cornposing Indıa. If such 
joint action is unfortunately impossıble, then too T must fîght wıth the assistance of such 
elements as can be brought together/’ 

The gist of your letters up to date is that you arc wcdded to this policy and wiJI 
pursuc it. In your next letter of September 14, whilc you were good enough to fıırnish me 
with the clarification of the Gandhi-Rajaji formuJa, you were pleascd to observe: “1 have, 
at any rate for the moment, put it out of my mind and I am now concentrating on the Lahore 
resolution in the hope of finding a ground for mutual agreement.’* 

In your letter of September 15, you say: “Independence does mean as envisaged 
in the A.LC.C. resolution of 1942 ” It is, therefore, cicar that you arenot preparedlo revisc 
your policy and that you adhere firmly to your policy and programme whıch you have 
persisied in and whidı culminated in your demand, final policy, programme, and the 
method and sanetion lor enforcing it by rexorting to mass civil disoedicncc in te^ms of the 
8th August, 1942, resolution, and you have made ıt more clear again by statmg in your 
letter of September 19. as follovvs:—“As to your vcrdict on my policy and programme, 
we must agree to differ, for I am wholly unrepentant” You know that the August 1942, 
resolution ls İnimical to the idcals and demands of Müslim India. 

Then, ağam, in the oourse of our discussJon when I asked you for clarification 
of the Gandhı-Rajajj formula, you were pieased to say, by your letter of September 15, 
as follows:—“For the moment 1 have shunted the Rajaji formula and wilh your assistance 
ara applyingmy mind very senously tothefamous Lahore resolution of the Müslim League.” 
We discussed ıt in İU varlous aspects, as you toİd me you vvere öpen, to be persuaded and 
converted to our point of vievv. I discussed the resolution at great legnth wıth you, and cx- 
plained evcrything you wanted to understand, even though you have emphasized more 
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than oncc that you are haviııg these talks with me in your personal capacity, and 
ın your lettcr oF September 15, you assured me in the Follovving words wıth regard lo the 
Lahore resolutıon: "Bclieve me, I approach you as a seeker, though I rcpresent nobody 
but myself,” and that you were öpen to conviction and conversion. 

You had informed me by your letter of September 11, as folIows: ‘'It is true that 
I said an ocean separated you and mc in Outlook. Buı that had no refercııce to the Lahore 
resolutıon of the Lcaguc. The League resolutıon is iııdefinıtc.” I naturally, therefore, 
proceeded in rcply, to ask you by my lettcr of September II, as foliows:—‘‘Yes say the 
I^ho^c resolutıon ıs indefinıte. You never asked me for any clanficatıon or cxplanation 
of the tenns of the resolutıon; but you really indirated your emphaticoppositionto the very 
basis and the fundanıental principle embodıcd m it. I wouId therefore, like to know in 
what way or respect the Lahore resolutıon ıs mdefınite,’’ and I sent you a reminder on 
September 13, to which you replied by your lettcr of September 15, not confining your- 
self really to matters of clanfication, but introducıng other extraneous matters, wıth some 
of which T had already dealt, m reply to thıs letter of your of September 15, by my lettcr 
of Septmeber 16, and furnished you wıth al! the clarifıcations, mformıng you that you had 
introduced several matters whıcU could hardly bc discussed m a satisfactory raanuer by 
means of correspondencc. 

I have already gıven you ali the clarifıcations you require so far as the Lahore 
resolution goes and its text is concerned. You ağam raise further arguments, reasons and 
grounds and contınuc to persıst in a dısqui5İtıon ın the point, amongst others, whether 
Muslims of India are a nation, and then you procecd further to say: ‘ Can we not agrec 
to dıffcr on the questıon of *two natıons' and yet soJve the problem on the basis of self- 
dctcrmmatıonV'’ 

It seems to me that you arc labourıng under some misconception of the real mcan- 
ıng of the word “self-dctermination’'. Apart IVom the mconsistencıes and conlradictıcns 
of the lariüus positıons that )ou have adopfed in the course of our correspondence, as 
indicated abovc, can you not appreciate our point of view tlıat we daim the righı of self- 
dcterminatıoiL as a nation and not as a territonal unii, and that we arc cntıtlcd to exercise 
our ınherent right as a Mushm nation, which is our birth-right? Whercas you are labourıng 
under the wrong idea that “self-detcrmination” means only that of “a terntorial unit/‘ 
whioh. by the way, is neıthrr demarcated nor defincd yet. and therc ıs no union or federal 
constitution of India m being, functıonmg as a sovereign Central govemment. Ours is a 
case of dıvısion and carvıng out two ındependeut so\erign States by way of settlement 
betweeıı two majoı nations, Hindus and Mıısljıns, and not of severance or secession from 
any c\jsting union, whıch is non set ın India. The right of self-dctermınatıon, which we 
daim, postulates that we are a nation, and as such ıt would be the self-determinatıon of 
the Muslims, and they alonc are entıtied to exerci5e that right. 

I hope you wil! no w understand that your question I5(a) docs not anse out of 
the Lahore resolution or of any part thereof. As to 15(b), again it docs not arise as a matter 
of darification, for ît wUl be a matter lor the constitution—makıng body ehosen by Pak- 
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istan to deal wıth and decıde alL matters as a sovereiga body representıng Pakistan vis-a-yis 
the constitution-making body of Hindustan or any other party concerned. There cannot be 
defence and sirailar matters of “common concern,” when it is accepted that Pakistan and 
Hindustan will be two separate independent sovcreign States. I hope I have now glven 
ali satisfactory expIanations, över and above the matter of clarJfîcation of the Lahore 
resolution, in the hope of converting you as an individual “sccker.” 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

« Hc 


September 22, 1944. 

Dear Quaid-i-Azanfi, 

Your letter of yesterday (2lst inst), so dısturbed mc that 1 thought I would post- 
pone my reply tili after we had met at the usual time. Though I made no advance at our 
meeting, I think 1 see some what clearly what you are driving at. The more I think about the 
two nations thcory the more alarraing it appears to be. The book recommendcd by you 
gives me no help. İn contains half-truths and its conclusions or infcrences are unvvarranted. 

1 am unable to accept the proposition that the Muslims of India are a nation distinct from 
the rest of the inhabitants of India. Mcrc assertion is no proof. The consequences of accept- 
ing such a proposition are dangerous in the extreme. Önce the princıple is admitted there 
would be no limit to claims for cutting up India mto numerous divısions vvhich would 
spell İndia's ruin. 1 have, therefore, suggestcd a way out, Let it be a Partıtion as betvveen 
two brothers, if a division there ınust be. 

You secm to be averse to plebiscıte. In spite of the admitted importance of the 
League, there must be clear proof that the people affccted desıre partıtion. İn my opmionp 
ali the people inhabiting the area ought to expresi their opinion specihcally on Ihis single 
issue of division. Adult sufirage is the best method, but 1 Avould accept any other equj- 
valent. 

You summariLy reject the idea of common interest between the two arms. I can 
be no williug party to a division whıch does not provide for the simultaneous safegnardıng 
of common interest such as defence, foreıgn affairs and the like. There wjll be no feeling 
of sficurity by the people of India vvithout a recognition of the natural and mutual obJiga- 
tions arising out of physical contiguity. 

Your Letter shows a wıde divergcnce of opinion and Outlook bctween us. Thus 
you adhere to the opinion often expressed by you that the August 1942, resolution is ''inimical 
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to thc ideals and demands of Müslim Tndia.” There is no proof for this sweeping state- 
ment. 


We seem to bc movjng in a circic. 1 have made a snggestıon. If we are bent on 
agreeing, as I hope we are, let us cali ın a thîrd party or parties to guide or cvcn arbitrate 
us. 


Yours sincerciy, 
M. K. Gandhi. 




* 




September 23, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

1 am ın receipt of your letter of September 22, and I thank you for ıt. 1 am sorry 
that you think 1 have summaniy rejected the ıdca of common interest betwecn the two 
arms, and no w you put ıt somewhat dıfferently from 15 (b), when you say there will be 
no feclıng of sccurity by the people of /ndia withoüt a recognitıon of the natura! and mutua! 
obligations ansing out of physical conlıguıty. My ansvver, aiready given, is that ıt wıll 
be lor the constıtution-making body of Pakistan and that of Hindustan or any other party 
concerned, to deal with such matters cn the footing of theır bemg two mdepcndent States. 

1 am really surprised whcn you say there is no proof of \vhat you charactcrize as 
a swecping statement of mine, that the August 1942, resolulicn is mimıcal to thc ideals 
and demand.s of Müslim fndıa The resolut'on in ıts esscnce is as follows: 

(a) immediate grant of complete İndepcndcncc and setting up ımmediatcly of a 
federal Central Government on the basıs of a United, democratıc Government of India 
wıth federated unıts or provinces, v.hich ır.cans establishmg a Hindu Raj. 

(b) that this National Government so set up will evolve a seheme for a constitutent 
assembly, whıch wıll be chosen by adult franchıse, which wjII prepare a constıtutron for the 
Government of India, whıoh nıeans that the constitutent assembly chosen wıll be com- 
posed of an ovenvhelming majonty of Hindus, ncarly 75 per cem. 

(c) to enforce this demand ot the Congress the August resolution decıdes on 
and sanetions a resort to mass cıvıl disobedience at your command and when ordered 
by you as the sole dıctator of thc Congress. 

This demand is basıcalty and fundamentally opposed to the ideals and demands 
ol' Müslim India of Pakistan, as cmbodıcd m thc Lahorc resolution, and to enforce such a 
demand by means of resort to mass cıvıl disobedience ıs înımical to the ideals and demands 
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of Müslim Indıa; and if you succecd m reahzing this dcmand, it would be a death-blow 
to Müslim India, I see from the correspondence and talks betvveen you and me that you 
are stili holding fast to this fateful resolution. 

From the very first day of our talks you made it cleai' to me, and you have re- 
peatedly said in the course of our correspondence and talks, that you have approached 
me in your individual capacity, and you assured me that you wcre a seeker of Jight and 
knowledge and that you seriûusly and honestly wanted to understand the Lahore reso¬ 
lution and werc öpen to conviction and conversion. Therefore, in deference yo your wish, 
I made every effort aü these days and in the course of our prolonged talks and corres¬ 
pondence to convert you, but unfortunately, it scems, I have failed. And now you have 
made new suggestions and proposals by your lettcr under reply: 

(1) You say: “I have therefore suggested a way out. Let it be a partition as bet- 
ween two brothers, if a division there must be.” T really do not know what this means, 
and 1 would like you to elaborate this proposal and give me some rough outlines of this 
new idea of yours as to how and when the division is to take place, and in what way it is 
different from Ihe division envjsaged by the Lahore resolution. 

(2) You say: “Let us cati in a third party or parlıes to guıdc or even arbifrate bet- 
ween us.” May I point out that you have repeatedly made clear to mc that you are having 
tbcse talks as an individual seeker? Hovv can any question of a thırd party or partıes to 
guidc or arbilrate bctwecn us arisc? 

Yours sincerely, 


Dear Quaid-i-Azam, 


M, A. Jinnah. 

4c ^ 

September 23, 1944. 


Last evenıng’s talk has left a bad taste in the mouth. Our talks and our corres¬ 
pondence seem to run in parallel lınes and never tough one another We rcaehed the break- 
ing point last evening but, thank God, we wcrc unwiling to part. Wc resumed discussion 
and suspended it in order to allow me to keep my time for the evening publıc prayer. 


In order that allpossible chanceof making any mistake m a matter of this great 
importance may be rcmovcd, 1 wouId like you to give me in writing what precısely on 
your part you vvould want me to put my signature to. 


I adhere to my suggestion that we may cali in some outside assistance to hclp 
us at this stage. 


Yours sincerely. 


M. K. Gandhi. 

n « « 
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September 23, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I am in receipt of your Jetter of September 23, May 1 refer you to my letter of 
today’s date wlııch 1 sent to you in reply to yours of September 22? 1 have nothing new or 
fresh to add, but I may say that it is not a case of your bemg asked to put your signature 
as representing anybody lill you clothe yourself with representative capacity and are vesied 
wjth authority. We stand by, as I have already said, the basıs and fundamental principles 
embodied in the Lahorc resolutiou of March 1940. I appeal to you on.ee more to revise your 
policy and programme, as the future of this subeontinent and the welfarc of the peoples 
of fndia demand that you should face realitıes. 


Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 


* # » 

September 24, 1944. 


Dear Quaid-i-Azanı, 

I have your tvto letters of September 23, in reply to m> letter of the 22nd and 

23rd. 


With your assistance 1 am e\plorıng the possıbjlities of reaching an agıcement, so 
that daim embodied m the Müslim Lcague resolutionof Lahoremay bc reasonably satısfied. 
that You must therefore, have no apprehensions that ıhc August resolution wıll stand in the 
way of our reachmg an agreement. That resolution dealt wıtlı the qucstıon of İndıa as 
against Brilıan and ıt cannot stand in the way of our scttlement. 

T proceed on the assumpt'on that India not to bc regarded as two or more 
nations but as oııe Family consistmg of many members of whom the Muslıms Ii'ing m 
the north-wcst zones, ı e. Baluchistan, Sırul, North West Frontıer Province and that paci 
of the Punjab wherc thc> are in absoiule majonty över all the other clemenis and in parts 
of Bengal and Asam whcre they are ın absolute majonty, desire to livc in separation from 
the rest of India. 

Dilfering from you on the general basu, l can yet recommend to the Congress 
and the coııntry the acceptance of the daim for separation contaıned in the Müslim League 
resolution of Lahore of 1940, on my basıs and on the follovvıng terms; 

The areas should be demarcated by a Commıssion approved by the Congress 
and the League. The wishes of the inhabitants of the areas demarcated should be ascertaine 
through the votes of the adult population of the areas or through some equiva[ent method. 
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If the vote is in favour of separation it shall be agreed that these areas shall form 
a separate State as soon as possible after Indıa is free from Foreign domination and can 
therefore be constifutcd into two sovereign independcut States. 


There shall be a treaty of separation which should also providc for the efhcıent 
and satisfactory administration of foreign alfairs, defence, internal Communications^ cus- 
toms, commerce and the like, which must neccssarily continue to be matters of common 
interest between the contraeting parties. 

The treaty shall also contain terms for safeguarding the nghts of minorities in 
the two States. 


Immediately on the acceptance of thıs agreement by the Congress and the League 
the two shall dccide upon a common course of aetion for the attainment of indepcndence 
of İndia. 


The League will however be free to remaîn out of any direct aetion to which 
the Congress may regard and in whıch the League may not be willıng to particıpate. 

If you do not agree to these terms, could you let me know in prccıse terms what 
you would have me to aecept ın tcrnıs of the Lahore resolution and bmd myself to re- 
commend to the Congress? If yon could kindly dothis, I shall be able to see, apart from the 
difference m approach, \vhat dehnite terms I can agree to. In your letter of September 
23, you refer to “the basic and fundamental principles embodıed Jn the Lahore resolution'* 
and ask me to accept them. Surely thıs is unnecessary when, as 1 feel, 1 have accepted the 
conerete consequence that should foUow from such acceptance. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 



* 



September 25, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

1 am ın reoeipt of your letter of September 24, and I thank you for it, You have 
already rejeeted the basis and fundamental principles of the Lahore resolution. 

You do not accept that the Mussalmaııs of İndia are a nation. 

You do not aoccpt that the Musalamans have an inherent right of self-dctcr- 
mination. 
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You do not accept that they alonc are entıtled to eyercise the right of self-detcr- 

mination. 

You do not accept that Pakistan is composcd of two zones, North-West and 
North-East, comprising six provinces, namciy Sınd, Baluchıstau, North-Wcst Frontier 
Province.. the Punjab, Bengal and Assam, subjcct to terntorial adjustments that may be 
agreed upon, as indicated jn the Lahore resolution. The matter of demarcating and de- 
hning the territories can be taken up afterthe fundamentals abovc mentioned are accepted, 
and for that pun^ose machincry may be sel up by agreement. 


You do not accept the provisions embodied in the Lahore resolution for 
safeguarding the minorıties, and yet m your Ictter under reply you say: ‘'With your 
assistance, I am exploring the possibilities of reaching an agreemeal so that the daim 
embodied in the Müslim League resolution of Lahore may be reasonably satislicd,'’ 
and proceed to say,“ You must therefore havc no apprehensions that the August resolution 
will stand in the way of our reaching an agreement.” 


I ha\e already dearly explatned to you that the August resolution, so long as 
ıt stands, is bar, for it is fundamentally opposcd to the Lahore resolution. You then proceed 
to say: *That resolution dealt with the questioa of India as against Bntain, and it can- 
ııot stand in the way of our setllemcnt.” l anı not at preseni concerned with Bntain, but 
the August resolution, as 1 have already »tated ıs against the ideals and demands of the 
Müslim League. Further, therc is the resolution of Jagat Narayan Lal, passed by the AH- 
India Congress Committce in May 1942, at AHahabad, ^^hich, in cxpress terms, lays down 
as folloNM 


'The A.I.C.C. is of opınion that any proposal to dısıntcgrate India by giving 
liberty to any component State or territorial uııit to seoede from the İndıan Union or Fedc- 
ratıon \vill be hıghly detnmental to the best mterest of the pcople of the difierent States and 
provinces and the country as a whoIe and the Congress, therefore, cannot agree to any 
such proposal.” 


These tvvo resolutions, so long as Ihey stand, are a complete bar to any setüement 
on the basis of the division of fndia as Pakistan and Hındustatn. It is öpen Co the Congress 
to revise and modify them, but you are only spcaking in your individual capacıty, and 
even in that capacity you are holding fast to the August resolution, and you have gıven no 
mdication of your attitude regarding Jagat Narayan Lal's resolution. T have repeatediy 
made it clear after we had discussed the Gandhi-Rajaji formula, as you maintaıned that, 
to use your own lagnuage, “Rajaji not only has not put the Lahore resolution out of shape 
and mutilated it but has given ıı substanoe and form, ” and proceedcd to say; “İndeed 
m vicw of your dislike of the Raj^i formula, 1 have, at any rate for the moment, put it out 
of my mind and 1 am now concentrating on the Lahore resolution in the hope of ûnding a 
ground for mutual agreement.” 
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When I asked for further clarlficatıon, wh!ch you furnished me by your lettcr 
of Scptember 15, you started by saying: I have shunted the Rajaji formula and wjth your 
assistance I am apiying my mind very scriously to thc famous Lahore resolution of the 
Müslim League,” and thenceforvvard the Gandhı-Rajaji formula was not discusscd any 
further, and the question of your reprcsentativecharacter and authorıty whıch I had pomted 
out from the very commenccment, thereforc, dıd not arise, as you had given me the task 
of convcrting you to the fundamentals of the Lahore resolution, and ever since we discus- 
sed the Lahore resolution only at grcat length and cxamined thc pros and cons, and finally 
you have rejected it. 

As a result of our corrcspondence and dıscussions I find that the quesLion of the 
division of India as Pakistan and Hındustan is only on your lips and it does not come 
from your heart, and suddenly at the eleventh hour you put forvvard a new suggestion, 
consisting only of two sentences, by your lettcr of September 22, saying: “I therefore sug- 
gested a way out. Lct it be a partitıon as bctwecn two brothers, if a division there must be.” 
1 naturally asked you what this new suggestion of yours meant, and wantcd you to give 
me rough outlines of this nevv idea of yours as to how and when the division is to takc place 
and in what way ıt is dıfferent from the division envisagcd in the Lahore resolution, and 
now you have been good enough to givc mc your amplifıcation, in your letter of September 
24 under rcply, in which you say “Differing from you on thc general basis 1 can yet 
recommend to the Congress and the country the acceptance of the daim for scparatıon 
oontained in the Müslim League resolution of Lahore, 1940, on my basis and on the fol)ow- 
ing terms.” The terms clearly indicate that your basis is in vital conffict with, and is oppo- 
scd to the fuudamental basis and principlcs of thc Lahore resolution. Now let nıe take your 
mam terms; 

va) ‘T proceed on thc assumption that India ıs not lo be regarded as two or more 
nations but as one family consisting of many members of whom the Muslims living in 
thc north-west zones, i.e. Daluchistan, Sind, North-Wcst Frontıer Province and the part 
of Punjab where they are in absolute majority över ali the oihcr elements and m parts of 
Bengal and Assam vvJijerc they are in absolute majority, desire îo livc in separaıion from 
the rest of India.” If this tcrm wcre acceptcd and given elfect to, the present boundaries 
of thesc provınces would be maiıned and mu^ilated beyond redemption and leave us only 
with the husk, and it ıs opposed to the Lahore resolution. 

(b) That evcn in ihose mutilated areas so dehned, the right of self-dctermination 
wiil not be cxcrciNed by the Muslims but by the inhabitants of those areas so demarcated. 
This again ıs opposed to the fundamentals of the Lahore resolution. 

(c) That if the vote is in favour of separation they shall be allowed to “form a 
separate State as soon as possıblc after India is free from foreign domınation.” Whereas 
we propose that we should come to a complete settlement of our own immediately, and by 
OUT United front and efforts do everything in our povver to secure the freedom and inde- 
pendcnce of the pcoples of India on the basis of Pakistan and Hindustan. 
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(d) Next you say, There shali bc a trcaty ol separation whıch should also provide 
for the efficient and satisfactory administratıon of foreign affairs, defence, internal Com¬ 
munications, customs, commercc, and the lılce, which must necessarıly continue to bc 
matlers of common interest betvvcen the contracting partıes.” IF thesc vital matters are 
to bc administered by some Central authority, you do not indıcate what şort of authority 
or machinery wıll bc set up to administer these matters, and how and to whom ağam that 
authority wiU be responsible. Accordmg to the Lahore resolution, as I have alrcady ex- 
plaıned to you, ali these matters, which are the lifcblood of any State, cannot be delegated 
to any Central authority or government. The matter of secunty of the two States and the 
natural and mutual obligations that may arise out of physîcai contıguity vvıll be for the 
constitutıon-making body of Pakistan and that of Hındustan, orotherparty concerncd. to 
deal wıth on the footiııg of thcir being two independent States. As rcgards the safcguarding 
of the rights of mmontics, [ have already explained that this questioa of safcguarding 
the minoritıes is fully stated in the Lahore resolution, 

You wıll, thereforc, see that the entire ba.;ıs of your new proposal is fundanıentally 
opposed to the Lahore resolution, and as I have already pointcd out to >ou, both in the 
correspondcnce and in our discusstons, it is very difficult for mc to entertaınproposals and 
negotiate and rcach any agreement or scttlement with you as an indivıdual, unless they 
come from you in your represcntatıve capacity. That was the samc difficulty with regard 
to the Gandhi-Rajaji formula, and I madc it clear to you at the very outset, but the for- 
mula was discussed as you asserted that it had met the Lahore resolution in substance, but 
while you wcre funıishing me wjth the clarihcatjon of thıs fonnula, you shuntcd Jt and we 
confined ourselves to the Lahore resolution, and hence the question of your representative 
capacity dıd not arise regardıng this formula. But now you have, in your letter of September 
24 , made a aew proposal of your own on your own basis, and the samc dıfhcülties present 
themselves lo me as beforc, and ıt is difficult to deal wııh ıt any furlhcr unless ıt comes from 
you in your represcntatıve capacıty. 

l cannot agree with you whea you finally wınd upby saying; 'Tn your letter of Sep- 
temhi r 23, you refer to ‘the basis and fundamcnıal prıncipJcs embodıed in the Lahore re- 
Sûlution' and ask me to acoept them. Surely Ihıs ıs unnccessary when, as l feel, I have accepted 
the concretcconscquence that should follow from such acceptancc”. This is obviously far 
from correcT. Why not then accept the fu.ıdamentals of ıhe Lahore resolution and 
proceed to sctılc the deUils? 


Yours sincercly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 



I2S 



September 25, 1944. 


Dear Quaid-i-Azam, 

Ycsterday’s talk leads me to inflictthislettcr on you which I trust you will not mind. 

Our conversations have come about as a result of your correspondence with 
Rajaji in July last över his formula and your consultations withthe League Working Com- 
mittee thereon, and my own letter to you suggestıng a meeting between you and mc. My 
proposal of yesterday is an earnest eflbrt to meet the essential requirenıents of the I-ahore 
resolution. I would like you therefore, to think fifty times before throwing away an ofTer 
which has been made entirely in the spint of service in the cause of communal harmony. Do 
not take, I pray, the responsibility of rejecting the oifcr. Throw it on your Council. Give 
me an opp>ortunity of addressing them. If they feci like rejecting it. I would hke you to 
advise the Council to put it before the öpen session of the League. If you \viil accept my 
advice and peımit me I vvould attend the öpen session and address it. 

You are too technical when you dismiss my proposal for arbitration or outside 
guidance över pomts of difference. If I have approached you as aıı individual, and not in 
any representative capacity, it is because we believe that if 1 reach an agreement with you 
it will be of material use in the process of securing a Congress—^League scttlement and 
acceptance of it by the country. Is it irrelevant or inadmissible to supplcment out efforts to 
convince each other with outside help, guidance, advice or even arbitration? 

Yours sinccrely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 




* 



September 26, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandlu\ 

l am in receıpt of your letter of September 25. İt is entirely incorrcct and has 
no foundation m fact for you to say that our conversations have come about as a rcsuIt 
of my correspondence wjth RajaJj in July last över his formula. It is equally baseless to say 
"and your consulations with the League Working Coramıttee thereon." It was entirely 
in response to your letter of July 17, 1944, which 1 reccıved whilc 1 was at Srinagar, with a 
fervent rcqucst on your part to mcet you and you ended that letter by saying: "Do uot dıs- 
appoınt me.*' İn my reply, again from Srinagar, dated July 24, 1944, 1 intimated to you 
that 1 would be glad to receive you at my house in Bombay on my retum, whJch woukl 
probably be about the middle of August. This was long before the meeting of the Working 
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Committee or that of the Couacıl of the Ali-India Müslim Loague^ and long before I rca- 
clıed Lahore, and wlıen you arrived here and told me that you were approaching me in 
yo ur individuaL capacity, 1 at önce made it clear to you and informed you both in our 
talks and by Jetters, that the posıtion you had taken up had no precedent for it, and further 
that it was not possibie to negotıatc and reach an agreement unless both the parties were 
fully represented; for it is one-sided business, as it wiil not be binding upon any organiza- 
tion in any sense whatcver, but you vvould aa an individual only recommend it, if any 
agreement is reached, to the Congress and the country, whereas ıt vvould be bindmg upon 
me as the President of the Müslim League. 1 cannot accept thıs posıtion. I hope you do 
sce the unfairness and the great disadvantage to me. and it is so simple and elementary 
for anyone to understaad. 

As regards your proposal of yesterday, vvhich you have amplıtıed ın your Ictter 
of September 24,1 have already sent you my reply. 

Wilh regard toyoursuggcstion to bc a]lowed to addıess the raeeting of the Councj], 
and if they feel lıke rejeeting your “offer'* the matter should bc put before öpen session 
and should be alloıved to address the öpen session,let me mform you that only a member or 
delegate ıs entıtled to participate m the delıbcrations of the meelıngs of the Council or 
in the öpen session resî}ectively. Besides it is a most extraordinary and unprecedented sug- 
gestıon to makc. Hovicver, I Ihauk you for your advicc. 

As regards your proposal for arbıtration and outisde guıdance, I have already 
replıcd to you, and ıt ıs not merely technicalJy bul a matter of substance. 1 fully recıprocale 
your desirc of securing a Congress-League settlcment. 

Hovvcver, I regret I have failed to oonvince >ou and conven you a*; I was hoperul 
of doing so. 

Yours sıncerely, 
M. A. Jmnah. 


* * ♦ 


September 26, 1944. 

Dear Quaid-i-Azam, 

Tn vicw of my letter to you of yesterday, IcFt to myself, I wouId have refrained İrom 
deaJing vvith your Jetter before our roeeting today. But I have deferred to Rajaji’s adıvoe 
to finish the cham of coırespondence. 
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1 confess 1 atn unable to understand your persistent refusal to appreciate the 
fact that thc formula presented to you by me in my letter of the 24th, as well as the formula 
to you by Rajaji, gavc you virtually what is embodied in the Lahorc rcsolution, providing 
at the same time what is absoluteiy necessary to make the arrangement aoceptable to the 
country. You keep on saying that I should accept certain thesis which you cali the basis 
and fundamental principles of the Lahore rcsolution, vvhilc I have been contending that 
the best way for us who diifer in our approach to the problem is to give body to the demand 
as it stands in the resolution and work it out to our mutual satisfaction. it is on this plan 
that 1 understand Rajaji’s formula to be conceived, and ît is on the same plan that 1 have 
tried to work it out in the course of, and as a result of, our talks, 1 contend that either 
gives you the substance of the Lahore rcsolution. Unfortunately you reject both. And 
I cannot accept the Lahore resolution as you want me to, especially when you scek to 
introduce into its interpretation theorles and daim which I cannot accept and which I 
cannot ever hope to induce India to accept. 


Your constant references to my not bcing clothed with representative authority 
are rcally irrelcvant. 1 have approached you so that, if you and I can agree upon a com- 
mon course of aetion. I may use what influence 1 possess for its acceptance by the Cougress 
and the country. If you break, it cannot be because 1 have no representative capacity or 
bccausc 1 have been unv^illing to give you satisfaction in regard to the daim embodied 

in the Lahore rcsolution. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. K. Gandhi. 


* 



Septenıber 26, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I have received your Jetter of September 26 and I note that you have written it with 
Rajaji’s advjce. Of course, it is for you to follow such advice as you may choose to do so, 
but I arn only concemed for the moment with you. 1 note that at the last moment you 
have resurreeted the Gandhi-Rajaji formula, aJthough it was shunted al] this time, and 
you proceed tû say that this formula gives me virtually what îs embodied ın the Lahore rc- 
solutjon. You further say that on the same plan you have tried to formulatc your Utest 
proposals, as mentioned in your letter of September 24, and you malntain that either givet 
me the substance of the Lahore resolution. In your previous letter you asserted that your 
formula gives me the “essence” of the Lahorc rcsolution, 1 see a very close famıly resem- 
blance between the two, and the substance of one or the other is practıcally the same, 
only it is put in different language, and 1 have already expressed my opinion that, in my 



judgment they neithcr mcet the substance nor essence of the Lahorc resolution. On the 
contrary, both are calculated completely to torpedo the Pakistan demand of Müslim India. 
I have never asked you to acccpt certain thcsıs. nor have I introduccd any thcories in the 
Lahore resolution. Thesis and theories are matters for seholars to ınduJgc in. 


1 am sorry I have to repeat, but I anı compelied to do so, that I cannot agree 
with you that my refercnccs to your not being clothcd with representative aulhority are 
really irrelevant. On the contrary, they have an important bcaring, as I have already ex- 
plaincd to you more than önce. You again repcat that ıf I and you can agree upon a com- 
mon course of actıon, you may use what influence you possess for ıts acceptancc by the 
Congress and the country. î have already stated fıom the very begînnmg that is not enough, 
for the reasons I have already given. Your representative capacity comes into play when 
you are making counter-proposals, and I cannot understand hou you can say that it ıs 
irrelevant. No responsible organization can entertain any proposal from any individual, 
however great he may be, unless it is backed up with the authority of a recognızed organiza¬ 
tion and comes from its fully aceredited representative. Hovvever. I need not labour thıs 
point any more, as I have already explained it in our previous correspondence, 

If a break comes, ıt will he because you have not satıshed me in regard to the 
essence of the daim embodied in the Lahore resolution. It is not a question of your being 
unwilling, but in fact it is so. If a break comes, it wıll be most unfortunate. If onc does 
not agree with you or differs from you, you are always right and the other party is always 
wrong, and the next thing is that many are waitıng prepared, in your cırcle, to pıllory me 
whcn the \vord goes, but I must face ali threats and con5eqııcnces. and I can only act accord- 
ing to my judgment and conscıence 


Yours sınccrely, 
M A. Jınnah. 


*. * A 


On 6th June 1947, Mr. Gandhi made certam sucgcstions \o Lord Mountbatten 
regarding referendum in North Wcst Frontıer ete. The icM thereof was contamed in the 
note of Mr. Ismay enelosed ın the letter to Mr. 'rjandıhı. 


The Viceroy't) House, 

New Delhi. 
7lh June, 1947. 

Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

I enetose hercwith a copy of a note that 1 have sent lo ihc Vıccroy, summansing 
the suggestions that you were good enough to put fonvard in the course of our talk yes^ 
terday evening. 



I vcry much hope that I have interpreted your views rightly, but if you should 
find any mistakes, 1 should be so glad ıf you would let me know, in order that 1 may cor- 
rect the copy that I have given to the Viceroy. 

1 so much enjoyed our talk. 


(Enclosure to the above) 
1. North-West Frontıcr Province. 


Yours sincerely, 

Ismay. 


sense; 


Mr. Gandhi suggests that H.E. should speak to Mr. Jinnah in the rollowmg 


*'1 am extremely anxious lest the referendum in NWFP should lead to bloodshed 
and blood feuds between brother and brother pathan, and I have bccn svondering whether 
it could possibly be avoided. Now that you have got your Pakistan, would it not be wise 
foryou to go to the NWFP and speak to the people of the Provinceof whatever party they 
may be, includmg the present Ministry and thcir foUowers? You could explain what Pak¬ 
istan, which has hitherto been a vague expressıon, really is, and present your case in an 
attractive manner, in the hope that you will be able to woo them to become a Province 
of Pakistan, with perfect freedom to frame theır own Provıncial constitution. 

‘‘İf you are sucoessful in your persuasion, the proposed referendum and ali that 
it involves wou]d be avoided. If you felt diposed to adopt this suggestion, I could, 1 think 
give you a positive assurance that the Khan Brothers andtheir folJDwers would meet you 
as friends and give you an attentive hearing." 

Mr. Gandhi asked that if this appeal to Mr. Jinnah was unsuocessFul, he (Mr. 
Gandhi) might be informed of the fact, in order that he might coıısider ıhe position again. 
Mr. Gandhi added that Abdal Ghaflfar Khan was so anxious about the permanent blood 
feuds which would result from the referendum, that he vvould go to almost any length, 
consıstent wıth honour, to avoid d. In the iast resort, he would be prepared to advise his 
brother and his colleagues ın the Ministıy to resıgn, and then to ask the Viceroy to put 
the NWFP undcr Section 93, 

Mr. Gandhi emphasised that he had not discııssed the above with his colleagues, 
and thercfore, that it whould not be mentioned to anyone at this stage. 

2. Bengal and the Punjab, 

Mr. Gandhi suggested that Mr. Jinnah should be advised to try to win över West 
Bengal and Eastern Punjab to Pakistan by the same methods. 



3. Co-operalion between Mr. Jinaah and the Congress Leaders. 

Mr. Gandhi suggestcd that H.E. the Viceroy should speak in the following sense 
to Mr. Jinnah, when he found him in the nght mood to listen: 

“I am here to help both parties to reach agreement m way that l can, and 1 regard 
this task not only as a pleasure, but as a duty, You must remember, however, that I cannot, 
in any event, be here forever. Nûw, therefore, that the decisıon has been made and you 
have your Pakistan, why do you not go yourself and talk w]th the Congress leaders as 
fricnds, and try to get a settlement between yoursclves on ali the vanous poınts atissue? 
This would make for a much better atmosphere Ihan adhenng to the practıce of only 
mectıng together under my chairmanshJp.” 

4. Agreeınents betvvecn HMG and the two Indian Domınions. 

Mr. Gandhi said that there vvas a lot of loose talk goıng about that HMG nught 
have different agreements with Hindustan and Pakistan whıch vvould possıbly tend to 
favour onc över the other. It wa.s, therefore, important that an announcement should be 
made to the effect that it was HMG’s wish either to enter ınto tn-partıte arrangemcnts 
wilh both the Dominions, or to have ıdentical bi'lateral agreements with each of them: 
and that, in any event, thcıe would be no qucstıon of differentiation. 

« * • 

On lOth June 1947, Lord Mountbalten wroic to Mr. Gandhi: 

The Viceroy's House, 

Ne w Delhi, 
lOlh June 1947. 

Dear Mr Gandhi, 

Thank you so much for the admirable suggcstions vrhıch you handed lo Lord 
îsmay. It is quite cicar that Mr. Jinnah is very preoccupicd at the present time, owing to 
the Müslim Leagne meetings in Delhi, but l will, of course, take the earliesı opportunily of 
mentioning to him the poiuts you made. 

I will do my best to convince him, but 1 hope you wiU not count too much on 
my intervention. 

I think the idca in the fourth paragraph of your note is a good onc, and I will 
fo]]ow it up wıth HMG. Perhaps the Prime Minister nvouIü givc an assurance m debate 
in Parliament. 

Yours Sînoerciy, 

♦ • ♦ Mountbatten 
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On llth June 1947, Mr. Gandhi repiied to Lord Mountbattcn: 

As to the referendum in the Frontıcr Province I must conFcss that my idea does 
not commend ıtself to Pandit Nehru and his colleagues. As 1 told you, ıf my proposal 
did not commcnd itself to thcm I would not have the hcart to go any further wıth it. 

Thıs, hovvevcr, does not in any way affect my proposal that before proceedmg 
wıth the referendum, you should invİte Quaid-i-Azam Jinnah to proceed to the Frontier 
Province and to vvoo the Ministers inciudmg Badshah Khan andhisKhudaî Khidmatgars 
who have made the Province what ıt is-better or worsc. Before he gocs, no doubt, he should 
be assurcd of a courteous hearmg from them. 


4c ♦ 4: 


On 12lh June 1947, Lord Mountbatten wrote to Mr. Gandhi: 

1 spoke to Mr. Jinnah along the lınes that you asked me and he has authorised 
me to rcply to you as follovvs. 

2. Mr. Jinnah will gladly accept your suggestio.ıthathc shouid vjsit the Frontier 
and put the case of Pakistan to the leaders and pcople up there, nrovjded you can übtaın 
an undertakıng from the Congress that they wıll not intcrfcrc. 

3. He agrees wıth your vicw that by thıs means a referendum can be avoided 
and with it the risk of blooshed removed. 

4. 1 suggest that you should now communicate dırectly wıth hım in this matter, 
as I am leaving for Sımla tomOrrow. 

5. I am sendıng a copy of this letter to Mr. Jinnah. 



* 


* 


Thcrcafter following Jetters wcre exchaııged between Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Gandhi. 

New Delhi, 

13th June, 1947 

Dear Quaid-i-Azam, 

His Excellency the Vıccroy writcs sayıng that 'yon wıll gladly accept my sugges- 
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tion and put the case of Pakistan to the İcaders and the people thcre, provided 1 can obtain 
an undertaking from the Congress that they will not ınterfere.' 

I do not know what you mean by the undertaking from the Congre&s Ihat they 
will not ınterfere. 

Yours sinoerely, 




Dear Mr. Gandhî, 


M. K. Gandhı. 

New Delhi, 
13th June, 1947. 


I am in receipt of your letter of 13th June and T thought it was quıte clear what I 
meant that the Congress should undertake that they will not ınterfere wıth thepeopleof 
the Frontier in any way whatsoever. 

Yours sinccrel), 


* 


♦ 


* 


Dear Quaid e Azam. 


M.A. Jmnah. 

Ncw Delhi, 
I4th June. 1947. 


Yours of the 13th instanı was receıved whcn 1 wa5 at a mectıng. 

i had hopcd that H.E. had noı clearly understood your meanıııg. 1 now sce that 
I was mıstaken. 1 cannot ask the Congre'js \o commiı harakiri. 


Yours sinceıelv. 

w 


M K Gandhı. 

# « ♦ 


MAJÖR W. H. GARDINAR 


Dear Majör Gardinar, 


26th Julv. J94I 

M • 


1 must say that ıt was hıghly mıpropcr on the partof the Vıceroy, holding the 
posıtion he does, lo have can^assed the Müslim League Prcmıers and olher Müslim Lea- 
guers. I feci tliat the Viceroy's conduct m appıoachmg them behind the back of the leader 
and the Executivc was most deplorable 

Yours sincerely, 


* 


♦ 




M. A. Jmnah 
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GENERAL SIR DOUGLAS GRACY 


No. 475—G.G(c;). Governor-Gcneral’s House, 

Karaohi. 
Camp, Quetta. 
İst September, 1948. 


£>ear Sir Douglas, 

Thank you for your letter No. 0008/1/C in C, dated the 26th August 1948 

I have passed on a copy of your letter to the Vice-President, Quaid-i-Azanı’s 
Relief Fuud and I have gıven my approval to the grant of Rs. 3 lakhs from Quaid-i-Azaııı’s 
Relief Fund to enable you to defray the mıtial expenses for the resettlement of soidierre- 
fugees in the Thal Project. 


Your sıncerelyı 
M. A. Jînnah. 




* 



ABDULLAH 



HAROON 


Nandi Hili Station. 
(Bangalore) 

13th May, 1941. 


Dear Sir Abdullah Haroon, 

I have received your two Jetters of the 3rd May. Yes, ıt ıs very sad some of our 
Leaguers are easjly moved and make iil-considered and ırresponsıble utterances and some- 
times they are influenced by their irnraedîate personal consıdcratıon. That should not 
dıshearten es and specially a veteran like yourself. 

1 am very glad that Syed and others with your fuii support and co-operation 
are carrying on work of organızıng the Mussalmans of Sınd. 


Yours sineerelyı 


M. A. Jinnah. 



Mount Pleasant Road, 
Maiabar Hili, 

Bombay. 

21st January, 1942. 

Dear Sir Abdullah, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 16th along with a copy of the memorandum 
submitted by you to His Excellency the Vjceroy and I shall await the result. 

Of course I have becn watching the developments in Sind wıth very keen interest. 

As regards my programme I can only teli you tentatively that I hope to be in 
Delhi in the hrst week of February and I have also accepted an engagement m Bengal 
to presidc över the conference of the Bengal Provincial Müslim Lcague at Sirajganj, on 
the I4th and 15th of February. 

I fully realıse that the situation in Sind is very appallıng and unbearable, but the 
only course öpen to us is to organise our people as a disciplined nation and the other things 
must follow. It requjres time and pattence and strenuous and constant clforts. I feel con- 
fidenı that we shall come out successful in the end 

Hoping yoü are well, with kind regards, 

Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jmnah, 


* * * 

2nd February. 1942. 

Dear Sir Abdullah, 

Conheting reports are appeanng m the newspapers and 1 cannot understand 
the situation in Sind regarding the Mınistry, I also had a talk wıth Mr. Yusuf and T hope 
that you wili ali stand together and abide by the understandıng that vvas arrîved at Karachı. 
(1) with regard to Mır Bande Ali’s rcsıgnation I have not been able to ascertain what the 
agrecment was. 1 understand from Mir Bande Ali that he ^vas not bound lo resıgn on the 
15th of February, as he has not committcd hımsclf to do so. 

If that is correct, in that case no qucstion arises of anyone of Ihc members of the 
Müslim League m the mmıstry rcsignmg and ıhe present mınistry must coiılınue and ıf 
the Congress or Hindus wish to break the mınistry m order to get theır man in. wc must 
face ıhc consequcnces, and Jet them break ıt. It will bc far nıore honourablc to sıt on the 
oppositîon benehes Ihan to be dıctated to by a rew mdıviduals. 

(2) If Mir Bande Ali is bound lo »-esign then Khuro and Shaikh Abdul Majid 
should also resign and if they cannot form t’ c minıstry without Mir Bande Ali, as what the 
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Müslim League considers proper then let others form the minıstry and we s hail as honourable 
men, occupy the opposıtion benches. 

If anyoae merely for the sake of keepıng his mınıstership trles to come to some 
other arrangement, ıheCouncıl of theSind Provincial Müslim League should declare publicly 
that, he does not represent the Müslim League and dıscipiınary aetion must be taken against 
him for having acted in his individual capacity över the head of the Müslim League. 

Please be hrm and 1 am confident that the Workiııg Committee and the Councıl 
of the All-India Müslim League wıll stand by ıt. Also please let me know as soon as pos- 
sible, the correct position. 1 had fully discussed the matter with Shaikh Abdul Majid when he 
was in Bombay recently and he had agreed that this is the only honourable course for 
us to adopt. 


Hopıng you are vvell, vvıth kınd regards, 


* 




* 


Yours smcerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


MR. HASHAM PREMJI 

Bombay 
23rd May, 1944. 

My dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

Mr. Chaıwala and Mr. Chundrigar had approached me on your very kınd recom- 
mendatıons vvith regard to the All-India Müslim League Economic Planning Committee. 
I et me ıhank you most sincerely for the high honour and very kınd regards you have alvvays 
kept for me and I am really and sincerely grateful to you for ıhis. 

As you know I am alvvays rcady and wıümg to help you in every matter con- 
cerned vvith the economic betterment of the Muslıms, and vvhatcveı lıttie abilıty I have ıs 
at your disposal for thıs purpose. İt ıs hovvever extemely difficult for rac m vıew of my 
personal and busmess conneclions to sığa the pledge for aıy polıtical party, and accordingiy 
1 told Mr. Chajvvala that vvhere as 1 vvould be ready to coop>erate anıl help the committee 
ın the best possıble way, it vvould not be possıblc for mc to sign the pledge of the league 
as Mr. Chundrigar vvished mc to do. I trust you wiU understand the above position of 
mine in the correct spırit. 


T trust you are quite vvell. With the kmdest regaids to self and Mıss Jinnah from 
myself, my vvife and famıly. 


Yours sincerely, 



Hasham Premji. 
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Houseboat ‘'Queen Elizabeth”. 
Opposite G.P.O. 

Srinagar, Kashmir. 

3rd June, 1944. 

Dcar Mr. Hasham Pretnjj, 

I am receipt of your letter of May 23rd, and 1 thank you for ıt. 1 have carefully 
considered your letter, and beg to say that there is no need for you to be a member of any 
Primary or Dıstrîct Müslim League as a necessary qualifîcation for your serving on the 
proposed Planning Conmittee. I am glad that you are willıng to serve on this Commıttee 
and l am considering the various namcs and hope to be able to announce it very soon. 

1 was very sorry to hear that in the recent accıdent in Bombay you were hurt 
and sonıe damage was done to your property. I sincerely hope that you are now quite well 
and that no serious harm was done to your property. 

Please accept very kınd regards to you both from Miss Jinnah and myself. 

Yours smocrely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 


« « * 

MR. HAŞAN AHMAD 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hili, 

Bombay 

1 lıh October, 1941. 

Dear Mr Haşan Ahmad, 

I am receipt of your letter of the 29ıh of September, and 1 am enciosıng herewıth 
my statement which î hope will meet your requıremcnis. 

“Dunııg the last few years the AIl Indıa Müslim League and the great 
Muslini naiion have been full/ organızcd such as they havc never before been in the history 
of Dritısh İndia. Constant appeals havc been made to me for some time past, that this 
great organızation should have a properly controlled and supervised Englısh Daily, which 
would authontatıvely expound the views and express the opınion and sentiment of Müslim 
İndia, who are handicapped for want of such a channel, so essential in these days. In res- 
ponse to these appeals from ali quartcrs of the country, 1 am glad that, at last, an Englısh 
Weckly, the DAWN, is founded and csıablıshed m Delhi, the Capital city of Indıa, which 
is at preseni the nerve centre of ali polıctical activıtıes. 
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The DAWN wiJlnıiiTorfaithfullythcviews of Müslim Indiaand the Ali-India Müslim 
League in ali its activities—economic, educational and social and more particularly 
political throughout the country, fearlessly and independently; and whıle its policy will 
be, no doubt mainly to advocatc and Champion the cuase of the Musalmans and the policy 
and programme of the Ali İndîa Mııslim League, it will not neglect the cause 
and welfare of the peoples of this sub-contınent generali^'. 

I may make it clear that the DAWN has nothing to do with the seheme of the 
Bombay Presideney Press and Propaganda Fund, which was only confîned to the Western 
Zone, nor will it, in any way be financed from the funds of the Ali India Müslim 
League. It is entirely an independent venture as an effort made by a few individuals 
in the shape of a small beginning 

I, therefore, fervently appeal specially to every Musalman to support thıs venture 
in every way he can, and become its subseriber and reader. It will entirely depend upon the 
public now to prove the earnestness and desıre which they have exhıbıted so long for an 
organ of this eharaeter by supporting it, and upon their support and sympathy will depend 
the consideration of converting this small paper ınto a first class English Daily. 

I sincerely trust that the Musalmans wıll rcalıse the inıportance of this effort. 
It ıs the small beginnings that Icad to great things and with ali the support that I cxpect 
from the Musalmans, I cannot see any reason why we should not be able to convert the 
DAWN into a first class English Daily very soon”. 


Yours sincerely 

M. A. Jinnah 


* 


* 



DR, SIR MOHAMMAD 1QBAL 

In the Foreword to ‘Letters of lqbal to Jinnah*, Quaid-i-Azam wrote; ‘T think 
these lettefîv are of a great historical importance, particularly those which enplain his vicws 
m clear and unambiguous terms on the political future of Müslim India. His views wcre 
substantially in consonance with my own and had finally Jed me to the same conciusions as 
a result of carelul examination and study of the constitutional problems facing India, 
and found cxpression in dııe course in the united will of Müslim India as adumberated 
in the Lahore resolulion of the Ali India Müslim League, popularly known as the “Pak¬ 
istan Resolution’*. The booklet contains 13 letters written by Dr. Iqbal to Quaid-e-Azam 
between May 1936 to November 1^37. Here are the two ımportant letters 



Confidential 


Lahore, 

28th May, 1937. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you so much for your letter which reached mc m due course. I am g'ad to 
hear that you wıll bear in mind that I wrote to you about the changes in the constıtution 
aitd programme of the League. I have no doubt that you fully tealise the gravity of the 
situaıion as far as Müslim Indıa is concerned. The İcaguc wıll have to finaily decide whether 
it will remain a body representıng the upper classcs of Indian Muslims or Müslim masses 
who have so far, with good reason, taken no interest in ıt. Personally I believe that a poli- 
tical organisation which gives no promıse of ımprovmg the lot of the average Müslim 
cannot attract our masses. 

Under the new constitutıon the higher posts go to the sons of upper classes; 
the sınailer ones go to the friends or relatıves of the minısters. İn other matters too our 
polıtıcal institutions have never thought of ımproving the lot of Muslims generally. The 
problem of bread is becoming more and more acute. The Müslim has begun to feel that 
he has been going down and down during the last 200 years. Ordınanly he believes that 
his poverty is due to Hindu monty-Iendmg or capitalism. The percept'on that ıı ıs equaUy 
due to foreıgn rule has not yet fully come to him. But it is bound to come. The atheıstic 
socialism of Javvaharlal is not lıkeiy to receive much response from the Müslim The 
questıon therefore ıs: how is it possibie to solve the problem of Müslim po\erty? And the 
whole futurc of the League depends on the Leaguc's actıvıty to solve this questioıt. If ıhe 
League can give no such promise 1 am sure the Müslim masses will remain ındıfferent to it 
as before. Happily there is a solution in the enforcement of the Law of İslam and its further 
development in the light of modern ideas. After a long and careful study of Islamic Law 
I have come to the conciusion that if thıs system of I.^w ıs pıopcrly understood and applicd, 
at last the ııght to subsistence is secured to everybody. But the enforcement and develop¬ 
ment of the Shariat of İslam is impossıble in this country vvithout a free Müslim state or 
States. This has been my honest convıctıon for many years and I stili bclıcve this to be the 
only vvay to solve the problem of bread for Muslims as well as to secure a peaceful Indıa. 
If such a thing ıs iınpossible in lııJia the only other alternative \s a cıvıl war which as a 
matter of fact has been going on for sotne time iu the shapc of Hındu-Muslim riots. I fear 
that in certaın parts of the country, c.g. N W. İndia, Palcstine ınay be repeated. Also the 
insertion of Jawaharlal’s socıalısm ınto the budy-polıtıc of Hınduism is likely to cause 
much bloodshed among the Hmdus themselves. The issue bcıween social democracy and 
Brahmanism is not dissimılar to the one betwçcn Brahmanısm and Buddhism. Whether 
the fate of socıalısm will be the same as the fate of Buddhism m india 1 cannot say. But ıt 
is clear to my mmd that ıf Hındusim acoepts sociai democracy it must necessarıly cease 
to the Hindusim. For İslam the acceptance of social democracy in some suitable form 
and consîstent wıth the legal principies of İslam ıs not a revolution but a return to the 
onginal purity of İslam. The modern problems therefore, are far more easy lo solve for the 
Muslims than for the Hindus. But as f have said above in order to make ıt possibie for 
Müslim İndia to solve the problems it is nccessary to redistnbute the country andto provide 
one or more Müslim States with absolute majonties, Don’t you ihink that the time for such 
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a dcmand has already arrived'? Perhaps this is the bcst reply you can give to the atheistîc 
socialism of Jawaharla1 Nehru. 

Anyhow I have given you my own thoughts m the hopc that you wiJl give them 
serious consideration either in your addrcss or in the dîscussion of the Corning session 
of the League. Müslim Indıa hopes that at thıs serious juncture your genius will discovcr 
some way out of our present difhcultıes. 


Yours sincerely, 
Mohammad 1qbal 



* 



Lahore, 

June 2lsf. 1937. 

Private and Confidentia! 

My dear Mr. Jınnah, 

Thank you so much for your lettcr which 1 rcceived yesterday. 1 know you are 
a busy man; but I do hopeyou won’t mind my vvriting to you so often, as you are the only 
Müslim in India today to whom the community has a right to look up for safe guidance 
through the storm whıch is coming to North-West India, and perhaps to the wholc of 
Jndia. I teli you that we are actually living in a State of cıvil war whJch, but for the poliçe 
and military, would bccome univcrsal in no time. During the last fcw months there has been 
a senes of Hindu-Muslim rıots in India. İn North-We5t İndıa alone there have been at 
least three riots during the last three months and at least four cases of vılihcation o^‘ the 
prophet by Hmdus and Sikhs. In each of these four cases, the vilifier has been murdered. 
There have also been cases of burning of the Koran in Smd. 1 have carel'ully studied 
the vvholc situation aivi believe that the real cause of these events ıs neither religious nor 
economic It ıs purely politıcal, i.e. the desire of the Sikhs and Hindus to intimidate Mus- 
lims even m the Müslim majority provınces. And the new constitution is such that cven 
Jn the Müslim majority provınces, the Muslims are made entirely dependent on non-Mus- 
lim.s. The result is that the Müslim Ministry can take no proper aetion and are even driven 
to do ınjusiice to Muslims partly to pleasc those on whom they depend, and partly lo 
show that Lhey arc absolutely ımpartial. Thus it is clear that we have our specific reasons 
to rcject this constitution It secms lo me that the new constitution is devised only to placate 
Ihe Hindus. İn the Hindu majority provinces, the Hindus have of course absolute majontıes, 
and can ignore Muslims, altogether In Müslim majority provinces, the Muslims are made 
cfitırciy dependent on Hindus. 1 have no doubt in my mind that this constitution is calcula- 
ted to do iniinite harm to the Indian Muslims, Apart from this it is no solution of the eco¬ 
nomic problem whıch is so acute among Muslims. 
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no 

in 


oaly th ng that the communal award grants to Mashms is the recogmtion 
of theır poht.cal ea.stencc m Ind.a. But such a reooga.tion graated to a people vvhom Z 
constıtution docs not and cannot hclp in sovling the.r problem of poverty can be of 
value to them^ The Congress Presıdent has denıcd the pohtıcal cxistence of Muslims 
no unmısUkable tcrms. The other Hindu politıcal body, i e. the Mahasabha whom I re- 
gard as the real representatıve of the masscs of the Hmdus. has Jeclared more than önce 
that a United Hındıı-Muslım nation ıs impossıble in Tndia. In these cırcumstances it is 
obvious that the only way to peaceful India is a redistrıbution of the country on the lınes 
of racial, rcligıous and linguistic affinities. Many British statesmen also realısc thıs. and 
ihe Hindu-Muslim riots which are rapıdly commg in the vvake of this constıtution are 
sure further to öpen their eyes to the real situation in the country. I remember, Lord Loihian 
told me before 1 left England that my seheme wa^ the only possıble solunon of the troubles 
of Fndia, but that ıt would take 25 years to comc. Soıne Muslims in the Punjab are already 
suggesting the holding of a North-West India Müslim ConFcrence, and tnc idea is rapıdly 
spreading. I agree with you, however, that our communıty is not yet suflScJcntly organısed 
and disciplined and perhaps the time far holding such a conference is not yet npe. But 
1 feel that ıt would be hıghly advsiable for you to indicate ın your address at least the 
İme of actîon that the Muslims of North-West India wûuld be finally dri^en to take. 


To my miııd the new constitution with its jdea of a suıgle İndian federation is 
coınpleıely hopeless. A separate federation of Müslim provinces, reformed on the lınes 
I have suggested above, is the only course by whıch Nve can secure a peaceful India and 
save Muslims from the dommation of non-Mushms. Why should not the Muslims of 
North-West India and Bcngal be consioercd as nations entitled lo seif-detcrmınation just 
as other nations ın India and outside India are? 


Personally l ihink that the Muslims of North-West India and Bengal oughl at 
pıcsent, to ignore Müslim ınmoıity provinces, fhıs is tiıe best course to adopt ın the in- 
icrests of both Müslim majority and minonty provinces. It will therefore be bette: to hold 
the coming session of the Lcague m the Punıab, and not in a Müslim minonty provınce. 
TJıe month of August ıs had m Lahore. I thmk you should senously consıder the advısa- 
bility of holding the cOıTimg s*?ssıon al Lahore ın the mıddle of October whcn the weather 
is quıte good m Lahore. The interest ın the All-Indıa Muslıuı Ix^ague is rapidlj' growing 
m the Punjab, and the holding of the eotn-ng session in Lahore is hkely to give a tre.sh 
political awakenıng to the Punjab Muslims. 


Yours sıncercly, 

Mohamrnad Iqbal 
(Bar-at'Law). 

Unfortunately Quaid'i-Azaaı's replics are not avaîlable. In the Foreword to the 
above booklet, Quaid-ı-Azam explaıned: ‘Tt is, however, much to be regretted that my 
ovvn replıes to Iqbal are not avaîlable. Dunng the penod under reference I worked alone 
unassisted by the benefit of a pcrsonal staff and so dıd not retain duplıcate copics of the 
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numerous letters that I had to dispose of. I made enquirjes from thc Trustecs of Iqbars 
estate at Lahore and was informed that my letters are not traceable.” 

Dealing with “Jinnah—Iqbal Correspondence”, in an article m the Pakistan 
Times dated 25th December, 1955, Muhammad Shafi wrote as follows: 

It is a great pity that, not realising Ihe grcat historical importance of the cor¬ 
respondence between thesc two savants, their letters were not preserved. 1, however, vivıdly 
remember that the letters of thc Ouaıd-i-Azam to Allama lqbal always contained a res- 
ponsive note to the latter’s suggestion regarding the destiny of the Indıan Muslims. The 
only difference was that, beıng more practical, the Quaid-i-Azam did not ıgnore the rcal 
facts of the Müslim sıtuatıon. He vvanted to take his people wıth him and not to go too 
fast, and Jeave them far behınd, After a carefuJ examinatıon and study of the Constitu- 
tional problem facing İndia, Quaid-i-Azam had come to the same conciusion in 1937 as 
the One arrivcd at by Allama Iqbal namely partıtioning of thc country on religıous, cultural 
and linguistic affinıties. But he was reluctant to nıake a publıc commitment inthis behalf 
before Ihe opportune time. In one of his letters to the poet I remember Mr. Jinnah wrote 
as follows, 'T fully agree with you that the pohtical objeetive of the Indian Muslims must 
be stated clearly and unequıvocal]y. But therc are practical diffıcultics”. Amongst the 
practical dıfhculties enumerated by him was the fact that “oıır people are politically 
unorganised, educationally backward and financially nowhere”. Quaid-i-Azam added: “1 
want to puU them up step by step and before making them run I want to be sure that 
they are capable of standing on their own legs.” 


9 • 


LORO 1RWIN 


Maiden’s Hotel, 

Delhi, 

31st October, 1927. 

(Private and conüdentied') 

My dear Lord Irwin, 

After my iııterview with you today I have been revolving things över and över 
again in my mind, and 1 feel 1 must wTİte a few lines, trusting you will not consider it pre- 
sumptuouB on my part to do so. Besides 1 feel ali the more impelled to do it, as 1 have 
oome to regard you, if I may say so, with sincere respect and affeetion, and therefore parti- 
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cularly I should not like any big move to be marrcd by a m.stake during Your Eaceliency’s 
regıme and With whıch your name may be associaied. May I therefore most respectfully urge 

secure the inciusioa 

ol at least two Indıans on the Commissions, who would command the confidenoe of polı- 
tical-minded Hindus and Musalmans? It would thcn sufficienily implement the scheme 
and with the C^mmittee of the Central Legislature, who wıU examıne the recommendations 
of the Commission in consultation with the Joint Parliamentary Committec before the 
introductıon of the Bili inlo Parliament, will win the support of the better mind of Indıa. 

I do hope that Your Excellency wiU givc a serious thought to these fcw lines 
1 have ventured to address. T have fuUy discussed the pros and cons and ali the reasons, 
so it would be no use repeating them again here; but I sincerely hope yet that the situation 
may be saved. 

With very kind regards, Yours very sincerely. 



M. A. Jmoah 


Viceregal Lodge, 
Delhi. 

İst November, 1927. 

(Cortfidential) 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you very much for your aote. I am gratcful to you for writiag and for 
what you say. 


Through I can assurc you that everythuıg you said yesterday had been very fully 
weighed, 1 have given careful thought again to your suggestions. 

I fear though that it i:> searcely feasiblc at thıs stage to do what you would wish; 
and indeed though 1 fully apprecıatc the force of the objeetion that may be taken to the 
P.C. perse, I am not sure that I feel as confident as you that our path would be smoothed, 
even if it wcre possible to act upon your suggestion. 


But of course this is surmise, and may be wrong. and I stili hope that when Indian 
opinion ıs able to wciglı the wholc sobeme together, they may be disposed to attach greater 
importance than you at preseiU antıcıpate u> the establishment of thatcontaci between the 
British Parliament and the Indian Legislature. To my mind this, if ıt takes shapc. will 
stand in history as a new and powerful constılutional precedent a convention whıch may 
well excrcise an inhucnce in the furturc devclopmenı of Anglo-Indian relations of a very 
far-reaching character. 

Yours sincerely. 


« 




lrwia. 
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Mount Pleasant Roa< 
Malabar Hili, 
Bombay. 

3rd December, 1929. 


Dear Lord Irwjn, 

TKis is just to inform Your £xcellency that I have had a long Jnterview wit] 
Mr. Gandhi, and Mr. Patel and his brother, Vallabhai, werc present at the interview. 
need not trouble you with detaıl , but finally we came to the conciusion that it would 1 
desirable if Your Excellency can meet the following gentlemen on the 23rd December j 
Delhi; Mr. Gandhi, Pandit Motılal Nchru, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru. Mr. VJ. Patel (tl 
President) and myself. It was arragned that Mr. Gandhi was to communicate with Pand 
Motilal and obtain his assent and I was to write and ubtain the assent of Sir Tej Bahadı 
Sapru. Aocordingly, I am writing to Sir Tej Bahadur today. As soon as we obtain the conscı 
of Pandit Motilal and Sir Tej Bahadur wjth regard to this course of action, Mr. Patel w 
writc to Your Excellency requesting you to invıte thcm to meet you at Delhi on 23rd Decer 
bcr. The draft of Mr. Patel’s intended lettcr to Your Excellency was settied between ourse 
ves, and I trust Your Excellency wili find it satisfactory when you receıve it. I may teli Yoı 
EKcellnecy that I am hopeful if such a mceting cou d take placc and wc can have a frar 
talk, because I am left wıth the impression that Mr. Gandhi himself is reasonable. 

Yours very sıncerel 
M. A. Jinna 


* 




Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay, 

14th December, 1929. 


Dear Lord Irwin, 


With rcference to my previous ietter, I understand that, before Pandit Motr 
Nehıu rcceived the communicatjon from Mr. Gandhi, an intervicw bctw'cen Your Excı 
lency and Pandit Motilal vvas fîxed up, and therefore it was considercd unnecessary, 
any rate for the present, lo carry out the original idea, which I placed before Your E 
oelleney (in my previous İetter). Of course, I should like to know the result of the intervH 
and await furttter development. 

Yours very sincere 


M. A. Jinnı 



TELEGRAM DATED 20TH DECEMBER 1929 


M. A. Jinnah Esq., to Viceroy. 

Arrîving Delhi, Sunday, Frontier Mail, Maiden’s Hotel. 


* 


* 




Viceroy’s House, 
New Delhi. 

{Frivate caid confidential) March 3rd, 1930 

My dear Mr. Jinnah 

1 have been giving careful thought to the wider issues involved Jiı the Govern- 
ment’s proposals for the special protectivc mcasurcs ın regard to cotton pîccc-goods; and 
I am particularly aıucious, hrst that thesc proposals should receıve a faır consideration 
on thcir nıents, and, secondly, that the representativcs of the unofficialpartıes should have 
the fulicst opportıınity to gct to understand the technıcal aspccts of the question on the 
Government’s reasons for putting forward proposals in this particular form 

At the samc time I feel sure Ihat you vvili agree with mc that it would be most 
unfortunate if any public utterances were irade by important political spcakers which 
mıght exacerbate public opinion eilheı here or in England before there has been time 
fully to appreciate ali the bearings of the proposals. 

These consİderatıons lead meto suggest to you that it would bc in the public interest 
if the special questioıı of the proteetive duties wa5 to be kept out of the general dîscussion. 
on the budget on March 4th and 5th. This qucstion has in point of fact no conneetion 
With the general budget proposals and does not a pprecjably affect the fînancial results of 
those proposals. (It mıght, in this conneetion, interest you to know that the aetual financial 
result of the proteetive proposals is esiimated to be a slight diminutıon in revenue owıııg 
to thcir protedtive effect as compared with that of a 15 per çent import duty standing alone.) 

The moTc convenient oocasion for debating the proteetive proposals uıighl 
perhaps be conneeted with the special Cotton Duües Bili whıch has been introduced by 
Sir Oeorge Rainy. 

İf this view is accepted, 1 suggest that it would be valuable, as a preliminary to 
the debate in the Assembly that a fuü and frank discussion should takc place privately 
betwecn a fcw seleeted representatives of the unofficıal parties and the two Members of the 
Government who are chîefly concerned., i e., the Commerce and Finance Members. Should 
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this course commend itseJf to you, I will intruct Slr George Rainy and Sır Georgc Schuı 
to arrange with you for a meeting at the earliest possibJe opportunity. 

I turst that you will give this letter your very careful consideratioa, believing a 
do that you are no Icss concerned than I anı about the larger issues which are no w concemi 
us. 

Yours smcerel 

Irwi 

* * * 


March 4th, 1930 


Dear Lord Irwin, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 3rd March 1930, 1 shall be glad to meet S 
George Ramy and Sır George Schuster as suggestcd by you; and ıt may help to a certai 
extentj but 1 think that having regard to the importancc of the Jssue Your Excellency shouJ 
step in before any hnal condusions are arrived at by the Government of Indıa. and if nece 
ssary meet the leadıng non-ofTîcıal members. 


* ¥ « 


(Fnvaıe and confidentıcd) 
Dear Lord /rwin, 


Yours sıncerely 

M. A. Jinnah 

Mount Plcasaat Road 
Malabar Hill, 
Bombay. 

April 5th, 1930. 


Since our talk whca I again and again pressed V'our Excellency that at any rate th< 
date of the Conference should be fixed and announced without delay, 1 am getting mor< 
and more anxious about the anııouacement of the date. Please do not aIlow any furtheı 
delay in tlıe matler. 


It will ıntcre&t Your Exceliency to read the editonal article which appeared in Üu 
Daily Mail, Bombay, whıch 1 enclose heFewıth. The latter part of the artıclc you will ob- 
scrvc runs on the samc Jines as 1 was urging upon you. 


Yours very sinoerely, 


M. A. Jinnah. 



Viceroy’s Camp, 
April lOth, 1930. 


(Private and confidenüal) 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you very much for your letter of 5th Apnl and the cutting, which I read 
with mterest. I vviJI not forget what you said to me about the ımportance of an early announ- 
cement. I fuJiy realisc the force of argument on that side. 


Yours smcerely, 

Irwin. 


* 


* 


* 


Viceregal Lodge, 


SinıJa. 

Apnl 24th, 1930. 


iSecret) 

Dear Mr. Jmnah, 

Since 1 saw you last I have beca in communicatıon with the Secreıary of State 
about the datc of the Conference, and though a dehnıte decision has not yet been arrived 
at, 1 havc good hopes that the Conference wı]l be conveııed tn London about second or 
thırd vveek of October. 1 hope ihat it W'll shortly be possıble to make an announcement 
to this effect. You wili in the nıcantimc of course kecp îhıs ınfonnatjon strJctly confidential. 

1 have just been wrıting ta Sapru sayıng that 1 should have thought that sane 
and moderate people like hımsclf ought to be able to find an opportunity of coming out 
strongiy wıth a statement condenıning the ıncthods of ıhosc who follow the crecd of civil 
disobedience. Do you feci that you yourself could do anything on these lines? 


Yours very sincerely. 

lrwin. 


4ı 


4i 
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Circuit House, 
Sukkur. 

April 26th, 1930. 

{Private) 

Dear Lord [rwin, 

I received your letter of the24th instant here today and I was glad to get the in- 
forınation. Of course you will remcmber that I was of opmion that the movement of civil 
dısobedıence was really serious. but it is made for more serious owing to delay and silence 
on the part of the Government ali these months since the announccment was made in 
November last. Thcn came unfortunately theTarifl BiU.Thcrc ıs no other course except that 
you must get the move on and make the announccment as soon as yon can. Of course 
I am pained to hnd that owing to delay, and silence, the country has 
gotbeforeit only one side of the question, vvhich has received the greatest publicity 
and ex parte propaganda has göne on so long that at preseni it has reached fever 
heat, but Government alonc can put the alternative before the pcoplc and the sooner it is 
done the better. Sane and nioderate peoplc cannot deliver the goods. They can only offer 
counsel of perfeetion vvhich wıU not go far lo meet the sıtuation. 

I shall be Lhc tirst tu seıze the opportunıty and do ali I can to condemn the methods 
vvhich I have already disapproved on more than one occasion rcccnlly,providcd there is a dc- 
finite and clear alternative;for ıt ıs only then that ıl may provc effective.l am convınued that 
my country docs not stand to gam by methods of those who follovv the crecd ofcivil diso- 
bedience. I have great faith in you. and 1 trust you, but you must move faster than you 
are going at preseni; and as a fnend of India must move wıth the greatest cautioıı in dealing 
vvith the situatİon vvhich is both serious and unpreuedented. 

T am here for two or three weeks la oonneetion vvith a professional engagement 
and it is not possible for me to do much from here except to vvait and vvateh the events, 
but as soon as you make the announoement, I may be in a position to cxpress my vıevvs 
and do vvhat I can to he.p. 

There Js one Jınportant matter about vvhich I vvant you to give me your consi- 
dered vievvs whcn we meet or before if you can. Hovv far you vvould or/and the Govern¬ 
ment of India vvould support constitutıonal advance. 1 thmk that, unless you co-operate 
vvith the ref>resentatjvcs of India, the Conference may break down. There must be some 
agrccment at least betvveen you and me as to vvhat sJıould be the utmost extent of advance 
vvhich you vvould support. 1 trust you vvill understand me. The question now ıs not so 
much vvho goes to the Conference; but vvhat vvill it bring? 



Yours very sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 
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Circuit House, 
Suklcur. 

(Frirate) May 20th, 1930. 

Dear Lord Invin, 


I am in reccipt of your ictter of the 13ıh ınstant for which T thank you 


1 have carefuUy considered the question you put to me vvhether or not we should 
have a session of the Assembly m July and taking all the cırcumstances and the present 
situation jointly into my consideration I am inciıned to say that no u-serul purpose wili 
be served by holding or summoning the session m July. It would be far better if we now were 
to conccntrate on the Conference and push ıt on as rapîdly as possible. 1 m glad the date 
is fîxcd, though not as early as I had wished. As to other matters 1 shall talk to you when 
we meet which I hope may bc very soon. Assembly or no Assembly. (thmk I shall get back 
to Bombay about the cnd of this month, and if it wouId suit you, 1 can run up to Simla 
for a few days in the hrst week of June. Please let me know if this will be convcn-ent to 
you. 


More when we meet. 


Yours very sinccrcly, 


M. A. Jmnah. 


Telesram dated 24th May, 1930 from the Viceroy to Mr. M.A, Jiıuıab, Bombay. 


No. 66-S.T. Your lellcr May 20th Very pleased to sec you whcncver you come 


Simla. 


* 


4 


4 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay. 

June 4th, 1930. 


Dear Lord lrwin, 

I have reeeivcd your İctter dated the 31st. ultimo for which 1 thank you. I have 
noted that the Session of the Assembly will take place on the 7th July. Under these cir- 
cumstances I have decided to postpone my visıt to Simla unless there ıs anything that you 
wish to talk to me earlier. In that case please let me know and l can come up at any time 
that may süit you. 
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With rcgard to thc questjon of elections I must confess that as the programrae 
suggestcd by me could not be gıven cffect to, and as the date for the Round Table Con- 
ference is now fixcd for the 20th October, it does introduce elemeats which may require re- 
vJsioa and reconsideration of the originat idea; and of course you are the best judge under 
the circumstanccs. But stili I am of opinion that the elections should be held aftcr tJıe Round 
Table Conference if possible. 

Yours very sincerciy, 
M. A. Jînnah. 




* 



Viceregal Lodge, 

Simla. 

June 17th, 1930. 

{Frivate) 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I have bcen thinkıng över the conversation we had the othcr dav about the future 
of constitutional reform, and l am a good deal dıstıırbed by an impression left by it on 
my mind to the cffect that there was genume doubt in many quaterers as to the spirit in 
which 1 personally was inchned to approach thc problem. Naturally lam not able at this 
stage to speak for thc Government of Indıa or for His Majesty s Government, but I can 
daim to know my own mind, and I should he sorry if you, or indeed any onc else. were to 
be under any misapprehension of the şort of line I shall desıre to take. I have never had 
any doubt that Great Britian ought to be wiUıng to concur at the forthcoming revision 
of the conslitution in arrangements that would give to Indıa the fulicsl measure of self- 
government, compatıble with adequate provjsion being made for what 1 conceive to be such 
essentıal points as foıeign polıcy, defence, ıntcrnal security. the position of minoritıcs, and 
the States. I shall throw ali the influence that I possess ınto the scale of such an endeavour, 
and I have never beJieu'd that it wouJd be impossıble, jf we could succeed ın recapturing 
mutual trust, to reach aı agreement on these lines. Certainly I do not thınk thai any finer 
piece of work can be given to any of us than to be aUowed to share in such an aıtempt-and, 
in spîtc of cvery dıscouragemcnl and mısundersUnding of these days, 1 hold unfalteringiy 
by my personal faith that it can be done. 

I have snıd morc than I meant —but I Ict it go as I have dıctated—although when 
I began 1 dıd not desire to do more than to reassure you as precisely as 1 can as to the 
object 1 wish to kcep before myself when we come to the point of having to place our cons- 
truetive proposals before His Majesty’s Government. 

Yours sincerely. 


Irwin. 



Dear Lord Invin, 


Mouni Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay. 

June 24th, 1930. 


Many thanks for your Jetter. As far as 1 can see at present there is fundamental 
difference bctwcen the Government and thosc who are responsible for cjvil disobcdience 
and there are too many people concemed as intervcners and the malter has been stirred up 
too much. Under these circumstances 1 do not thınk there is much hope for any adjust- 
ment at present unless the Government are prepared to yield. However I hope that 1 may be 
able to put something concrete before you when 1 come to Sımla for the Assembly sessions. 

1 am very anxious that the names of tSıe representativcs who are going to be invıted 
to the Conferenee ahould not be published tıll the end of August or the beginning of Sep- 
tember and I may request you to let me see the list of the invitees before you finally decıde 
upon the names, so that I may be in a posıtion to make such suggestion as it may strike 
me. 


Of coursc it will be for you ultimately to decide who should be invıted. This can 
be done while I am at Sımla. 

Yours very sinccrciy, 
* * * M. A. Jınnah. 

Telegram, Uated I6th Jıriy, 1930. 

From Viceroy io Secrctary of State, 


1 saw Jinnah this afternoon who was greatly disturbed at reports ın papers of 
any decision being made and announced now about Opposition parties beıng formally 
assocıated wıth Conference. İn his o>\n vvords he thought any such actioıı would bc disas- 
trous, though he fully appıeciated neccssity of carrying them along. He thought it would 
not bc impossıblc to gct thıs cftected ^ith geneıal consent when they get to London, but I 
am certain that on immediate point he represents what would be general view now. 





Telegram, Datcd 24th Jıdy, 1930. 



Secretary of State to Vicerory, 


Privaie and Persona!. Following me.ssage from Jinnah, dated Bombay, July 19thhas been 
received by Prime Minisicr> 

Begins. Tnciusion of representativcs of Opposition dısastrous. Pleasc do not 
agree. Hnds. 

FolIowing reply from Prime Ministcr tvas seni yesterday for delivery by Private 
Secretary, Govcmor of Bombay;— 

Begins. Thanks for cable. Belicve me doıng out best m India’s intercsts End 

* « * 
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Viceregal Lodge, 
Simla. 

July 28th, 1930. 


(Private) 

Dcar Mr. Jmnah 

1 understaad from the Secretary of State fhat there ıs now litlle doubt that the 
Opposition Parties will have representatıves at the Round Tablc Conference and (in view 
of the intcrcst which I know you take ın the subject) l wished to write and lellyou privately 
the reasons for this decision, whıch may not be offîcially announced for a few days 

l know thal some pcople eriticise the decision on the ground that ıt ıs a departure 
from the letter of the origınal announcement regarding the Conference^ but, having been 
in the counsels of His Majesty’s Government from the beginningon this business, I am quite 
clear in my own mind that theır intentîon had never been to rule out the possıbilîty of 
members of the Opposition having ivıted to attend. But quitc apart (in vıcw of the conver- 
sation we had \vhen you were in Simla) from this, and solely on the merits of the case, I 
have no doubt that the Indıan delegation have far more to gain than to lose by the inciusion 
of Opposition parties. For there is no departure from the basic eharaeter of the Conference, 
since the constitutional responsibility for coming to a decision upon whatever measurc of 
agreement may be reached and foı subscqucntly presentmg proposals to Parliament will stili 
rest upon His Majesty’s Government. On the other hand, the inciusion of Opporition 
Jeaders vvıll give the İndian delegation a dırcct and most valuable opportunity of presenting 
cheircase personally, and I have amp/e confıdencc in the abıJîty of those who wiJI speak for 
India to state their case. I fcel quiTe sure that, ıf 1 had never come to India and was stili 
a member of the Conservative Party in England, I should have been far more likely to 
be convinccd aeross the Conference table about the strength of İndia’s case than by any- 
thing [ might have hcard outside the closed doors of the Confercrıce or later when the 
Bili came before Parliament. If there is to be a difference of opinion betvveen Govcmmcni 
and the Opposition över the majör problem, it is better to have it out at önce, and, if Con¬ 
servative opinion is not Consolidated now. it is only likely to bc ali the more hardened 
by the time a Bili comes bcfoıe Parliament. Moreover, lo leave the Opposition outside the 
closed doors of the Conference room would onîy breed suspicion among them, and would 
be likely to makc bad trouble later. 

These are only a few of the considerations whıch secm to me relevant, hutl thought 
1 would İlke to make my own mind clear to you in vıcw of the opinion whıch I know is held 
by a good many pcoplc out here. 

Yours sincerciy, 

P.S, Jnvin. 

I have just hcard ıhat the matter is settied and that an announcement is to be 

made in Parliament tomorrow.—Irwin. 

• • * 
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Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay. 

August 6th, 1930. 


Dear Lord Irwiu, 

1 thank you for your Ictter of thc 28th July, 1930 and regret very much to say 
that I cannot agree wıth you that thc ınclusion of Ihc representatives of thc Opposition 
Partics is ali to our advantage. I can enumerate many disadvantages m their being inciuded 
in ihe Confcrence; and, whatcver may have bcen the intentions of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, I must say that it ıs a departurcfromthe ıcrms of the announcement. l do not think 
you wiil blamc me if I say that a change ora dcparture of this kînd made so suddcniy and 
within such a short time after the solemn declaration must go to shake one's faith. However 
İt is thcre now and let us hope that it is for the best as you have reasoned it out in your 
lettcr. 


May I önce more urge you not to forgct thc suggestion I made in thc coursc of 
our conversation at Simla that Your ExGeflcncy should do your utmost to arrange and 
be prescnt in London at the time of the Confcrence? I am more anxious and more oonvin- 
ccd than ever that it ıs absolutely essential to the success of the Conference. 

1 confess I have often been disappointed at the events that have taken place and 
many things that have happened since thc announcement, but at the same time 1 tealise 
that you have done your best, although not cne of my suggcstions has been completely 
adopted. 


May I önce more ask you to try earnestly and do your best to be present at the 
London Confcrence? I sinoerciy pray that you will succeed in yourelforts. You dıd not 
know what relief it will giye me wheu 1 hear that you have succeeded. 1 fcel that it wül 
bc more than half the battie and it wıli oerUinly hll me with the hope that then there is 
every reasonable chance of success 


Wjth regard to the names of the representatives of Brttish Indıa, I suppose it 
wi]l depend upon whether the Congress comes or not, but apart from the Congress the 
numbers and the names shown to me by Your BxGeliency struck me as such too large and 
some of the names may weJl be omitted. i stili hold that the smaller the number the better 
and I have önce beforc pointed out that ıt ali depends upon what the British are prepared 
to givc or conoede and not so much u,x>u who goes or the number. I have spoken my 
mınd very frankiy to Your EKoellency as to what would satisfy the nationalists in Indıa. 
of course subject to the settlement of the Hindu-Muslim question. 


1 was lookıng forwaıd to seetng that the arrangement that was arrived at between 
the Government and the leadıng men who met Mr. Koreli, Sır Fazl-i-Husaın and Mr. Haıg 
would be given cifect to, but, beyond the report in Lhc ncwspapcrs that some 187 persons 
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were released, nothing more is known and on the contrary I leam that two prominent men 
have been recently arrested, namely Mian Jaffer Shah Kaka-Khel and AbduUa Shah, 
and 1 have not seen any comınımique issued by the Government of İndia as arranged. 
In this connection I may mention that Abdul Ghafoor Khan whose release was most essen- 
tial is stili a prisoner. 

With regard to the representatives of the North-West Frontier Province to the 
London Conference, Your Excellency asked me to suggest the names, so I made careful 
enquirjes and the two names that are being pressed from every direction are Mr. Ahmad 
Shah, fiarrister-at-Law, and Abdul Ghafoor Khan; the last name is well-known to Your 
Excellency but has no or very littie knowledge of Englısh Language. 

Yours very sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* « t 


Vıcercgal Lodge, 

Sjmla. 

August llth 1930. 

(Frivate) 

Dear Mr. Jinnah. 

Thank you very much for your letter of 6th August. Having discussed the question 
of inciuding Opposition Parties ın the Conference when you were in Simla, I was afraid that 
the decısion was not une with which you would readily agree. 1 am glad, howevcr, that 
you take ıt philosuphicdiiy. 

As regards my going to London for the Conference, 1 have thought över what 
you said to me when 1 saw you here. But I fear there is lıttie chance of things falling out 
in the way you boped for. Even if the suggestions were made—and I clearly am not the per- 
son to make it-there arc objections that seem insuperable. The statutory difficulty alone 
would be a very serJous obstacle. But 1 very much doubt ^hether, as things are, it would 
be possible in any circumstanccs for me to leave india ın the next month ortwo. The Congress 
Working Commitlee do not make things any easier by the provocative attitude they have 
adopted during the last week or two. They seem deliberately to ignore the efforts we have 
been trylng to make towards peace, and are clearly out to wreck the chances of any success 
in that direction. I .vhould also expect that during the Conference frequent reference would 
be nccessary to the Government of india, and I shouid wish to have the opportunity of 
influencing their views 
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Thank you very much for your suggestions about thc representation of the North- 
West Frontier Province at the Confereace, a mattcr on which I have not yel been able 
definitely to make up my mind. I only know the people you mention by name, but I will 
talk thc question över further with those who know. 

Yours sincerely, 

Invin. 

* ^ 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hilt, 

Bombay, 

August 19th, 1930. 

Dear Lord Irwin, 

I thank you very much for your Icttcr of I Ith August. I am extremely sorry that 
there is very littie chance as things are shaping to enable you to go to London for the Con- 
fe rence, 

1 wounder whether it is possıble to know when you are going to issue the invita- 
tions and how you think you wıll be able to announce the names of the representatives. 
I am waitjng to hear from you as I havc to rnake my arrangements accordingJy. If possıbıe 
1 should hke to Jeave Bombay on or about the 6th of September. There is a great deaJ of 
confıısıoıı in the publîc mind again as regards the date nf the Confereace owing to the 
Sapru-Jayakar move and the rneeting of the Gandhi-Nehru at Yervada. 

As regards the efforts for peace, I am sorry to hear that you feel that chances 
of any success in that direetion are remote. You know I am a!ways for peace and there- 
fote if anything I cncouraged the efforts although I havc ali along impressed upon you 
that the gulf is too great to be bridged in the manner you desjre. İt scems to me thai unless 
you are prepared to depart from thc fundamental prînciples underiying the November 
announcement, there is no chance of placating the Congre^s You repeatedly and clearly 
stated to me that was not possible. Nüw Ict me impress upon you one thing that, if you 
are prepared to yield, please do it at önce. T^e suspense and delay is doing a great deal 
of harm and creating a wrong impression. İf, on the olher hand, you are not prepared or 
that you are unable to go beyond the terms of the announccment, be firm and definite 
and do not allov^ any misunderstanding to continue, for ali the good work that was done 
after your speech of the 9th July and the leaders’ statement that was ıssued from Simla 
will suffer cnormousiy. 

Just imagine there are only two months left before the date of the Confereace 
and yet cven the invıtations have not gonc out. We must go ahead wıth the Confereace 
programme. 
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1 do recognise that your presence in İndia while the Conference ıs goıng on m 
London win be of the ulmost importance, as you cxpect that during the Conference fre- 
qucnt references will be necessary to the Government of india. But neverthelcss I would havc 
preferred your presence in London. 


Yours very sincerely, 


P.S. May I request you to givc mc some ıntroductions to people vvhom you vvould 
İlke me to mcet? Partıcularly I should like a lelter to Mr. Baldwin. M.A. Jinnah, 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 


* 4c * 


ViceregaL Lodge, 
Simia. 

August 23rd, 1930. 


Many thanks for your letter of 19th August. As regards the invitation to the 
Conference, 1 hope to appıoach those concerned next week privately, but 1 cannot at the 
moment say precisely when it vvıIİ be possiblc to announce ali the names. Meanwhile, 
for your own Information, I may teli you that î have just heard from the Sccretary of State 
to say that the work of the İmperial Conference is hkely to be rather heavier ıhan was 
expected, owing I suppose to the way in which these questions have come to the front in 
England in conneetion wjth unemploynıent, and that be would not anticipate that it would 
bc possıble to begin the Indian Conference before the second week of November at the ear- 
lıest. You will remember that il has always been anticıpated that, though Indian delegates 
might collect in London by the 20th of October, the imperial Conference would not by then 
havc concluded its labours, so 1 do not know that the present date contemplated for be- 
ginning the Indian Conference is any later than had in faci always been probable. But ıt 
means that those who go would bc in plenty of time if they reachcd London by the 25th 
of October or the İst of November. 


1 have had a long talk to Jayakar, and expect to see him ağam with Sapru on 
Monday. Meanwhile you may feci quite sure that I shall avoid the dangers, so far as 1 
am concerned, ıhat you refer to in your lettor in this regard. 

1 shall be very glad indeed to >vr!te to one or two people in England whom I should 
wish you to meet. 1 will ccrtainly write to Baidwin. Let me know if there are any others that 
occur to you or ıf you leave it to me to make a selectîon. You met Lord Hailsham when he 
was out here, and you no doubt know Lord Peel. I think it vvould be useful for you to meet 
one or two of the younger men such as Onnsby-Gore and Majör Oliver Stanley, but let 
me know about this and when you definıtcly sail. 

Yours siaccrely, 


* 41 4 » 


Irwin. 
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Mount Plcasant Road, 

Malabar Hili, 

Bombay, 

August 29th, 1930. 

Dear Lord Invln, 

I thank you very rauch for your letter of the 23rd August. With regard to the 
letters of introduction I leave it to you to make seJection aad send them to me as soon 
as you can. 

1 had mtended to leave on the 6th Sepcember, but I feel that, unless I know de- 
iinitely the result of your talk with Sapru and Jayakar and unless I knoNV hnally that the 
Conference will take placc in the f econd week of November, it wouId not be advisable for me 
to leave; also I should like to know finally the names of the representatives of British India, 

May 1 bring it to your notıce again that the delay in the publication of the result 
of the peace talk is having a niost disastrous elfcct on the public mind; and further the 
London nevvspapers and the reactionaries in England and India are advocating the with- 
drawal of the offer of Conference vvhich is believed by many? Under the circumstances, 
the Conference idea ıs again getting into the hackground more and more. Please theıefure 
do not allow further any suspense, but take the earliest opportunity of officially contradieting 
such rumours and jssue an authoritative statement regarding the result of peace talk and 
the names of the representatives. 

Reprtssion without clarifying the situation must bring more and more support 
to the Congress» as a large body of people must respond to the Coagress cali believing 
that through the efforts of Congress, Government are already forced to sue for peace and 
therefore by raliying round the Congress for a httie while more and making further sacrifices 
they will fîaally force the hands of the Government to surrender. Knowing as I do your 
mind the situation is tragic and almost cruel. 

Whereas those who have supported ıhc Conference idea hitherto are somewhat 
disiurbed by the uncertainty created by the present sıtuatjon. I thought I would draw your 
atlentıon to these nıatters, although 1 am sure there is nothing new >vhjch I may teli you. 
I have booked my passage by the I3th September, 1930 provisıouall>, and I hope before 
that 1 shall know how the land 'ies. 

Yours very sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* * « 
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Viceregai Lodge, 
Simla. 

September İst, 1930. 

(Private) 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you very much for your letter of 29lh August. I am sorry that you have 
had to hold your balance in suspense because of the vanous uncertaintJes m the present 
position. I have heard no more from the Secretary of State since I wrote to you on 23rd 
August, buî when lsawin the telegramsthıs morningthatthere werc press rumours at Home 
regardıng a possıble General Electıon in November I telegraphed at önce to the Secretary 
of State to ascertain whether thcre was any truth in this. I can hardly suppose that there 
is m that form, but I thought it best to make quite certain, and I wıll let you know as soon 
as I get the Secretary of State’s reply. 

In the meantime I am asking Government to sound all those whom His Majesty’s 
Government would propose toinvite, and I hope that by about the end of this week l shall 
have received all their replies and shall bc able to publısh the list of names. I will do this as 
soon as I possıbly can. 

I appreciatc the force of what you say regarding the dısturbmg effcct which is 
caused in the public mind by uncertainty as to the outcome of Sapru’s and Jayakar*s re- 
ccnt talks with the Congress İeaders. As you wıll have seen thcy have becn coutinuing those 
talks since they left Simla, but 1 do not thınk that they wcre very sanguine of success. The 
matter is, as you knoNv well enough, dclicate; but I anticipate that it may bc necessary shorily 
to publısh a statcment. which wıll make the position of the Government clear. 1 will also 
considcr the question of making some şort of announcement about the same time regardıng 
the probable datc of the firsi session of the Conference, viz, about the second week of 
November. 

I am dircct to Mr. Baldwin, Sir, SamueL Hoare. the Secretary of State 

(and asking him to arrange vvith the Prime Minıster for a talk to you), Mr. Orrasby-Gore, 
M.P., and Colonel Spender-Ciay, M.P., tellıng them of your prospcctivc arrival, and asking 
thenı to takc an oppoıtunity of seeing you. You know plenty of oihcrs such as Lord Peel, 
Lord Hailsham, ete. 


Yours sincerciy, 

Invin. 


* * * 
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Telegram Dated 4th Septeınber, 1930 

From Privatc Secretary to Viceory to M.A. Jmnah, Esq. 

Refcrence His ExccJlency’s letter September İst, There is no foundation for ru- 
iTiours that Conference is to be postponed. 

* * * 


High Court, 

Bombay. 

September 9th, 1930. 

Dear Lord Irwin, 

1 am in receipt of yours of the İst Scpteber, 1930 and I thank you very much for it. 

This is just to inform you that I am going to Sjndh on a professional engagement 
tonight and shall return to Bombay on the I8th or 19th. 1 have now booked my passagc 
for the 4th Octobcr in view of the fact that the Conference does not mect tıll the middle of 
Novcmbcr. 

More when I return. 

Yours very sincerely, 
M. A. Jionah. 

* ♦ * 


Telegram Dated I3tlı September, 1930 

From Viceroy lo M.A. Jinnah, Esq., 

No -211-0.T. Thank you very mueh for your letter of 9th. I have writtcn by 
thıs mail to ali the people I mentioned in my letter of İst September. Wıll you get in touch 
wıth them whcn you rcach London? 

* * « 
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Viceregal Lodge, 

Simla. 

(Private) Septeraber 15th, 1930. 

( 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you vcry much for your letter of thc 9th. I wrote by yesterday’s aır mail to 
the Secretary of State. Mr. Ba1dwin, Sir Samuel Hoare, Colonel Spender-Clay and Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore saying that I hopc they would see someting of you while you are in. London. 
1 also asked the Secretary of State to try and arrange for you to have a talk with the Prime 
Minister. He will be a busy man while you are there, but I have no doubt he will makc 
cvery effort to find time for a talk. Wıll you thercfore get in touch 'with the people I have 
named as soon as you reach London? 

I hope you will have a good voyage fo England and a very successful time at the 
Conference. I will watch the daily reports from London with the greatest interest and shall 
often think of you ali. 

Yours sincerely, 


* * * 

To. 

J. The Rt. Hon. Stanley Baldıvin, M.P. 

2. The Rt. Hon. Sir Samuel Hoare, M.P, 

3. The Rt. Hon. W.G.A. Ormsby-Gore, M.P. 

4. Lt Col. The Tr. Hon. H. Spender-Clay, M.P. 


My dear 


Frvvin. 


Viceregal Lodge, 
Simla 

13th September, 1930. 


Mr. M. A. Jinnah, whom you no doubt know very well by name, is going to 
England ncxt month for the Round Tablc Conference. When I saw hım a short time ago 
in Simla he asked ıf I thought it would be poss^ble for you to spare time to have talk to hım. 
I took it upon myself to say that I was sure you wou]d do your best and I hope you will be 
able to do so. 1 have seen a good deal of Jinnah from time to time, and have met very few 
İndiam with a more acute intellect or a more independent outlook-not of course that he 
always secs eve to eyc with GovernmentI But he is not lacking in moral courage, has becn 
very outs(X)krn against civil disobedıcnce and is genuinely anxious to hnd the way to set- 
tlcment. 1 am sure you wouid hnd it interesting to have a talk to him, and ıt would do Jinnah 
himself a wor]d of good to meet a few people like yourself. 

Yours sincerely, 


Invin. 




Vıceregal Lodgc, 
SimJa. 

13th Septcmbcr, 1930. 


My Dear Dcnn, 

Jinnafı is goıng to Englaııd ncxt month for Ihc Round Tablc Confcrcnce. When 
I sa\>' hım a short time ago in Simla hc asked ıf 1 tîıought it would bc possiblc for you to 
spare time to havc to talk to him. I took it upon myself to say Ihat I vvas sure you would 
do your best, and I hope you ^^i]l be abtc to do so. I have secn a good deai of Jinnah from 
time to time, and havc met very fcw Indians »vith a morc acute intc'lecı or a mere mde- 
pendent outlook-nut of course that hc ahvays sces eye to eye with Government. But hc 
ıs not lacking ın moral courage, has been very outspokcn against cıvvl disobedience and 
is genuinely anxious to fmd the way to settlemcnt. 1 am snrc you vvould find it interesting 
to have a talk to him, and U would do Jinnah hiınself a \vürld of good to mcet a rcw peoplc 
like yourse/f. 

Hc ıs also very aıuious io bc allowcd an mtervıc\\ with Ihe Prime Mİnıster. Do 
you think thıs could be arranged ? I am, afraid it will be at a very biby time for you ali, but 
Indiaıi:» so greatly appreciate thıngs lıkc thıs that I hope you may bc ablc to managc it. 
And T thınk hc Is oui to heîp. 


Yours sincerely, 

Irwin. 

* 

Mr. Wedgood Bcnn, 

Sccretary of State for tadia. 


JAMIAT-Ul-UI.EIMA 

In Apıil 1944 Mauiana AhmaJ Saeed catcnded an ınvıuıion to Quaid-c-Azam 
to attend the annual session of the Provinciaî Jamiat-ul-ülcma to be held at Delhi on 
May 26, 27 and Quafd-ejAzanı rcplicd:- 

“In my specch to the Müslim Studcıds' Federation s address as well as in my 
conciuding speech to t)ıe Müslim Lcague Confrrence at Sıalkot on Apnl 30, I dıd appeal 
to every Musalman to joın the Leaguc, ıncldıng Jamiat and Ahraras. 1 would welcomc 
every Musalman to join the League anJ support ıts creed, policy and programme whole- 
heartcdly and from within further improvc oıır organisation and makc it morc cfficıent 

and better than it has bcen bcforc. 

“As regards the past talks and diflerences that may have existed for various rca- 
sons, I think it is not advisabJc to pursuc thenı any more, but every Musalman should 
bury the past and work forour goal of Pakistan for whichwe are carrying on this struggle. 
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‘"J rcgrct 1 anı unabJc to accept your kınd invitation to attend thc annual session 
of the Provincjal Jamiat-ul-Ulema at Delhi, as I think you know that it is after seven years 
that 1 havc alJoıvcd myself a holiday for a short time, and I am here at Srinagar, and com- 
plete rest for a short time isabsoJutely ncccssary for me, but I would be very glad to mcet 
you and 3 'our fricnds u'ould çare to do so, vvhen I get to thc plains somc time in July”. 






Jn April 1947 Maulana Hıf/ur Rahman, General Sccretary, All-India Jıımiat-ul- 
Uleına \vrote to Quaid-i-Azam and suggcstcd for a confcrence of All-Muslims Partics 
to evolve a common basis for thc unity of Indian Muslims. He said: This vvas ncccssary 
in vjcw of H.M.G.’s statement of Fcbruary 20, to transfer power to Indian hands by June, 
1948. A.ccording to Holy Quran wıthout j^uch consuitation no dicısion of any Müslim 
Organisation, howcver, strong and representative ıt may be politically, can bc entıtlcd 
to be called a ‘Sharai’ or a lavvful dccısion. The Janıiat \vouId be rcady to cooperate in 
any method of consultations suggcstcd hy you.*’ 

Quaid-i-Azan) rcplieJ; - - 

"İn vicwof tlıc ııcw situation llıat hus arifen by vııtuc of the Whıtc Paper published 
by the Ürılish Government on 20th Fcbruary, 1947, and having regard to thc grave issucs 
which wc havc to face ımmcdintely, I agree ıvith you that completc unity among Ihc Musal- 
mans is ncccssary, and I havc cmphasısed that morethan once, partıcularly, m thc course 
of the iast t\vo or (hree vvceks, and I havc appcaled to every Mıısalman to join thc Müslim 
Leaguc. 


**This is not the moment for us to raise any issues concerning domestic differences 
and it should bc for us to settie them as an. organised body, acjording to new constıfution 
and rules. This is not thc moment for us to bc involvcdto obtainthe solutıon of our domestic 
problems whcn thc cx*ernal dangeris facing us. I, therefore, niost earnestly appcal to you 
to join the Müslim League vvıthout delay and make your contribution to Müslim national 
causc for the achievemenî of ourcherished goal of Pakistan. That can only bedoneby 
unity amongst ourselves and by loyally supporting ıhc Müslim League, which is thc only 
aulhoritaiive representative organisation of Muslims of India. 

“I havc nıade it clear that any MusUm who is vvilling to join the I^eague vvhatever 
may have becn is views in the past, is vveleome, and 1 vvould vvelcomc cveryone of thc mem- 
bers of the Jamiat-uUUlcma-i’IIind. 

"l do hope that this vvill rcceivc your earnest attentîon, as 1 rcally do not sçe 
any dıfhculty in the light of ncw development that have taken place and thc attitude of 
the various important political Hindu organisations, in your responding to my appeal, as 
I note that you have emphasised and apprcciated how important it is for us at this critical 
moment to stand together unitedly.” 

4i 4: 
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MR. M. R. JAY4KAR 


On 22nd May, 1925 Quaid-i-Azaın wrotc to Mr. M.R. Jayakar stating that tKerc 
y/ds aıı increasc of thc consensus of opinion that the time was ripe Tor a common undcr- 
standıng betvvccn thc different political partîes with a view to unitcd action and that he 
had ınformaJ djscussions witiı sevcral friendü on the subject and therc vvas a strong feeling 
in favour of co-ordinating their common cfforts. Quaid-i'Azam had called a meeting of 
different leaders at his bungalow to whıch Mr. Jayakar was invited. In thc letter was en- 
closed the follovving draft slatement embodying his suggcstjons vvlııclı had been tentaıivcly 
madc m this conncctıon— 

‘‘Education, agıtation and organisatıon arc thc csscntial prc-rcquisiLes for thc 
succcssful prosccution of any national programme that will materially advance the causc 
of Swarajya. The suspension of the policy and programme of Non-co-operation by thc 
Belgaum Congresi, thc crystallısatioıı of thc Sawarajist^' policy ınto onc of resistance of 
bııreaucracy as it ımpcdcs progress to Swarajya and Das‘s spccch at Faridupur ehminates 
thc main obstaclc to the reunion of ali Nationalists on a common platform on thc basis 
of a common programme. The only altcrnativc lo a thoroiıgh-going programme of non- 
co-operation is a programme of ‘honotırable co-operation. An analysıs of the declaration 
cf polıty of the Svvarajists, Independents and Liberals rcvcals thc cxjstencc of much conı- 
mon ground bctwecn ali thc parties in regard to the main prirciplcs which \vill gövem thc 
national policy. The Congress has no pohtical programme other than Ihai of thc Svvaraj 
Party, whilc ıts construetive programme is not öpen to objeetion on principlc on the part 
of an\ of the political parties. Self-rchancc is thc only basis on whıch national activitics 
can bc organised. Co-ordination of activitics wıthiıı the Legislalurc and other public bodies 

and iictiviıies ın thc country is csscntial of thc national wıll. There İs agrecment bctwecn 
thc dıffercm parties on thc need for a scU'-veliant basıs in the formation of any programme 
and for the co-ordinatinn of ali common activitics, Opinions however differ m the transla- 
tion of these principles ınto action, but these differcnccs aıe not fundamental in character. 
National interest demands the enunrıation of a common policy that wiil offer a basis of 
ali ııaionalisls ırrespecthc of their [uırty label, The cducationand orgamsation of thc elec- 
torates, the organisation of an intensive and edutativc political campaign in Jndia and 
abroad and the prosccution of broadbased construetive programme are matters ın vvhich 
ali parties are effectively co-operated. A common policy is nccdcd to render unitcd action 
possıblc. Suggcstions havc been madc thaı thc Natıonali'iii shoııld join either thc Swaraj 
Party or the Liberal Party as a step towards umıy la thc view of many, thc Congress alonc 
as thc greater body, offers a suitablc medium foı thc union of ali parties on a common plat¬ 
form This can, hovvcvcr, be done only by thc Congress particıpating dirc(tly in political 
actıvities, which function it has ııow delegated to thc Swaraj Party. The yara franehise 
also raises difficulties. In the circıursUnccs, thc ımmcdiate feasible course appcars to 
be for the different parties to retain their indivıduaiity and to co-operaic with onc another 
totheextünt a common programme permits united action, whilc continuingto make efforts 
to reunite ali progressive scetions of the people on the Congress platform.This can bc done 
by thc Executivc Committccs of the different parties actıng together or by thc crcation 
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of a tcmporary organisation ın \vhich the Progressive clements of ali partics can come to 
gether. 


Conditions in Bombay arc favourable for a party co-operation betwecn Nation- 
alists, irrespeetive of party label as the basis of the common policy that wc have cnunciated. 
Scrjous difficultics present themselves in the organisation of ali India on a similar basis. 
Under these cırcumstances, it is ıncumbcnt upon us all to makc a begînning in Bombay 
lovvards the unity of all Progressive scctıons of the pcoplc on a common platform. This 
can only be done by the temporary creation of a !icw organisation that wıll pledge itself 
to pursue common policy cnunciated abovc whilc workıng at the samc time for the unity 
of all partics on the Congress platform. 


The crecd of the ncw organisation shall be: 

(1) The atlainment of Ssvaraj. 

(2) The immediate objcctıvc is the spccdy altainmcnt of full Dominion Status. 

(3) The membership of the organisation shall be öpen to cvery adult of 
cither scK över the age of 21, who subscribcd to the crecd and pays the 
presenbed subseription. 

The programıne shall be: 

(I) A vıgorous prosccutıon of a broad-bascd constructıvc programme 
through Icgislatıvc and independent c/Torts. 

<1) The co-oidination of actıvitics wıthın the Lcgishıtuıe and public bodics 

and activities in ihe countrv. 

# 

(3) The pursujt of a policy of “opposıtıon or suppoıt of mcasures as 
ıiational interests dcmaııd on a consideration ofthcir mtnnsic merits” in 
Ihc Legislaturcs and public bodics. 

(4) T he organisation of the clcctoratcs. 

(5) The organisation of an intcnsıve cducatıve politıcal campaign ın 
support of the policy cnunciated above. 

Activities shaii be confined to Bombay. 

(7) The organisation shall consıst of a President, two Vicc-Presıdents, 
Sccrctarics and an Exccutivc Committec. 


Mr. Jayakar m The Story of My Life' vvrites: “Wheıı I got this invıt.ıtion I had 
greathopes that at least for the City of Bombay pU Nationalists wû'jld combinc and work 
the programme sketehed out in the letter quoted above. Aecordingiy, more than one con- 
ference was held with Jinnah. T personally supportcd JinnahN idca of a ncw onentation 
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of parties, but I found that the Swarajists’ prejudices against him and their strict adherence 
to the very letter of their programme prevented the formation of what Jinnah called a 
ncw organisation. After several attempts at his residence and mine, ultimately, the attempt 
was given up. It was revived, as the subsequent pages will show, önce more in New Delhi 
on the advent of the Simon’s Commission and there too an attempt to fonnulate a new 
inciusive organisation failed. The Swarajists' strong faith in their own programme and 
their unwillingness to make changes in the same interfered wıth the success of Jinnah’s 
efforts. If this had been accomplished, the country would have been a strong Nationalist 
Party working for a common programme in which leading Swarajists like Motilal and 
Das and leading Nationalists like Jinnah would have cooperatcd, but the thing was not 
to be and the attempt failed/' 

4( ıh * 

CH. khauquzzaman 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hili, 

Bombay, 

January 11, IMO. 

Dear Khaliq, 

I am in receipt of >our letter of the 8th January. T am glad you apprecıate the 
unreasonable attıtude taken up bythe Congress as disclosed by the recent correspondence 
between Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru and myself. Well, we have to face the situation as best 
we can. 

As regards the question of my appealing to the Mussalmans for funds for relief 
of the Anatolian calamity, the uıatter is receiving mv consideraiion, and 1 hopc to be able 
to decide it within a fcw days. The trouble is who is to be responsible for collecting the 
tunda, othcnvise, of course, naturally 1 am ^holebeartedly in favour of doing ali we can 
to help the Turkısh people. 

With regard to the last matter referrcd to in your letter regardmg the corres- 
pondence between the Viceroy and myself, T have alreadv decided to place the matter 
before the WorkİDg Committee before its pubiication, and 1 have writtea to Na^ab^ada 
Liaqat Ali Khan to cali, if possible, a mceting of the Work.ing Committee about the end 
of this moDth. 1 hope that vou win make it a poınt to attend it. 

Wıth kind regards, 

Yours sinccrciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

« « « 
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LuGknaw 
9th July, 1940. 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

The Congrcss Working Committee Resolution must have convinced some of our 
frîends that it was not the League but the British Government which stood in the way of 
fuller co-operation between India and the Government. The demand for complele indc- 
pendence makes it abundantly clear that it is not merely the dilference between the Mus- 
lims and the Hindus but the difference betvveen the British Government and the Congress 
also, whîch make the co-operation of British Government and the Congress impossible on 
the one hand and the coalition of the Congress and the muslim on the other. The recent 
attitude of the Premiers of Punjab and Beogal, whatever may be reasoos behind it, has 
considerably affected our solidarity but 1 am inclined to think that aftcr the recent Resolu- 
lution of the Working Committee of the Congress both of them must have realized that 
their efîbrts in bringing the three main parties together were destîned to fail,for the Congress 
was not prepared to revise îts demands even dunng the pendency of the war. We have 
now finally to decide upon a dehnite course of action for ourselves. The last Resolution 
of the League did not contain full and complete instructions with the result that several 
questions are being asked by the District Leagues and we do not know what aııswer is to 
be givcn to them. For instance, some people want to kııow whether they should subscribe 
to the war fund or not, The position in tlıe Province appears to be that local officials are 
making demands from the Zamindars to contribute lo the war purpose fund. In some cases, 
the local olhcials have gonc to the length of erediting a portion of money sent tp them 
for payment of revenue towards war purposes fund. İt seems natural that we should givo 
instructions to the muslim leaguers to abstainfrom giving subsciptions dırectly or indircctly, 
but before doing it I think it would be better if you cali a meeting of the Working Com¬ 
mittee of the Ali India Muslim League to consider ali these question5, for 1 think jf we take 
our Resolution to its logical limits, it is bound to bring us in öpen conflict with the Govern¬ 
ment. We have, therefore, to decide hnally our attitude in regard to war. 

Yours sinoereJy, 
Khaliq. 

* « * 

Lucknow 
7th August, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Jmnah, 

Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan was here for a few days and met some of us with the 
idea of canvassing support for requisitioniag a meeting of the Council of the Ali India 
Muiiım League. He has left for Allahabad yestenJay and is going to meet you on the lOth. 
During my conversation with him, 1 told him that ıt wouid be very harmful to the muslim 
cause to discuss scrious matters of polıcy in a meeting of the Council, which has been re- 
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quisitioned by canvassing support of a group whdtever its strength. The dccision taken 
in the meeting will be oaly decision of a majority whose aetion will be lookcd upon as a party 
aetion by the minority and may cause disnıption in our ranks. I, therefore, sincerely advised 
him to wait for the meeting of the WorkİQg Committee, whereia ali the questjonSp which 
a^lfated in the minds of those who were dissatished by the last Bombay Resolution, could 
be cooly discussed, He trled to convince me that the sole object of those who wanted a meeting 
of the Alı India Council was to express their dissatisfaction with the present policy of the 
League, in regard to war efforts, particularly in tiıe majority provinces, where the Ministers 
are allowed to remaîn in oMce and the other leagucrs are asked to deprive them of their sup¬ 
port. I told him that this question was raised and discussed in the Working Committee 
and the Resolution was passed without a division. Even Sir Sikander Hayat Khan ulti- 
mately agreed to it. No doubt, everyone was under the impression that the negotiations, 
which were going on between the League and the Viceroy, would materiaJise in a fort- 
night or so; but it appears that there is some hiteh 5omewhere and much longer time has 
been taken in the neogtiations. Thereafter, he showed me anoth&r resolution, which was 
proposed to be moved in the Council of the League, if a meeting was held on the requisition 
of their party. From the language of the resolution, it appears that it has been drafted by 
onc who is more in the know of things than we poor mortals here at this end. İt say that 
practically ali the outstanding questions between the League and the British Government 
in regard to the method of co-operation have been settied, except the que$tion of the per¬ 
sonel of the League representatives. The resolution proposes to give full anthrity to His 
Evcelleney the Viceroy to appoint any one from amongst the Müslim Leaguers. Obvîously 
ıf such a demand has been made by His Excellency the Viceroy, it is most absured and 
ridiculous. No one can give such powcrs on behalf of the League to the Viceroy or to the 
Provincial Governors. 1 am rayself very doubtful whether realJy such a desire has been 
cxprcsscd to you by the Viceroy and ıf he has asked for snch a general powcr, surciy the 
Müslim League must rejcet it outright. It may, however, be possible to find a solution 
of the difficulty, if co-operation wıth the Government is considered to bc in the interests of 
the muslims of India and the measure of representation has already been agreed upon 
bctwfccn you and His Excellcncy the Viceroy. 

The third resolution aiming at appointing a Sub-Committee of 5ve persons to 
negotiate for a settlement of the communal problem with other parties if and when they 
are w]lling to do so was to say the least most surprising. So far as I know nobody is today 
talking of communal settlement but the resolution asks us to go out of our way to appoint 
a committee to discuss and negotiate wiıh other parties, if they are wiLUng to oblige us by 
talking to us The idea underlined in the resolution is perhaps more to express resentment 
against you than to get a committee appointed. 

I am informed that similar deputations have göne to Bcngal and other Provinces. 

1 do not know vrhat wıU be their strength in the meeting of the Council but the very idea 
of holdİag a meetmg of this eharaeter is obnoKİous to me. In my opinion, this question 
should be discused in the meeting of the Working Committee and if no solution can be found 
there, then those who stili remain dissatished can requisition a meeting of the Council. 

1 would request you to hold a meeting of the Working Committee as soon as convenient 
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to you to take stock of the situation. I had written a letter to you on the 9th July, a copy 
of which I am herewith enclosing, but I did not receive even an ackaow[egement. I am 
afraid it has perhaps not reached your hands, else 1 should have receîved a reply. in that 
letter also, I had requested for an early meetîng of the WorkJng Committee. There are 
some very important questions which we must consîder before taking actian in the Province 
against those who have directly or indirectly subscribed to the waT funds. So far as U.P. 
is concerned, very few leaguers have joined war committees; but it is a fact that the number 
of those who have subscribed to the war funds either wîlliag or uawillingly wıll be hundreds. 
If our last resolution meant to cover these persons aiso, we should take action against 
them whatever the consequences, The other day some members of the Cawnpore Müslim 
League, who are also members of the Municipal Board, came to seek my guidance as re- 
gards the attitude that they should take up when, the next day, the question of Municipal 
Board makıng a contribution to the war fund came up for discusssion. The Congress 
was prepared to oppose the resolution, if Müslim League joined them in that move. 1 
advised them to keep neutral. though I do not know how far 1 was right in advising them 
on these lines. In the absence of clear instructîons, such difficulties are being experjenced 
evcry day. 

Yours sincerely, 
Khaliq. 

* * * 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hili, 

Bombay. 

9th August, 1940. 

Dear KhaliquzzaLXian, 

I am in rcceipt of your letter of the 9th Juiy as well as of the 7th August and thank 
for ali the iaformation that you have placed at my disposal. 1 could not reply to your 
letter of the 9th July, as I was do t well, and besides, important evenis have been moving 
very fast and had occupied ali my time. 

You must have heard by now about the mceting of the Working Committee 
in Bombay on the 17th. 

As regards the maohinations of certain persons in Punjab 1 thank you for ali 
tlıe informatıon. 1 shall place before you ali thiugs when you are in Bombay. The various 
points suggested by you will certainly have my very close attention and more whcn we 
meet in Bombay as 1 hope you wi11 attend this very important meeting without fail. 

Yours sincerely. 

• * * 
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Quaid-e-Azaın Mohammad Ali Jianah, on August 10, 1940, issued the following 

statement; 

1 have heard the deputation of the Punjab Provincial Müslim League headed by 
Nawab Saheb of Mamdot and his colleagues Raja Ghazanfar Ali and Mr. Mobammed 
Ali Jafri. Ali that they had to urgc has bccn vcry carcfully considered by me. I have comc 
to the conciusion that there is no ground for making any exception in the case of Pnnjab, 
wîth regard to the ban imposcd upon the Müslim Leaguers not to associate themselves 
w[th the War Committees pendıng the result of the negotıations betvveen the Viceroy and 
me. According to the resolution of the Work:ing Committe I can only ıssue fresh instructions 
after the result of the negotiations, and the ncgotiations are stili pending. 

T therefore request the Nawab Saheb of Mamdot as the leader of the Deputation 
and as the President of the Punjab Provincial Müslim League to abide by the resolution 
of the Working Committee of the 17th June at Bombay, and resign from the War Com¬ 
mittees forthwith and convcy to the Working Committee of the Punjab Müslim League my 
reply and to request every Muslİm Leaguer lıkewise to resign forthwith pending the negotia¬ 
tions. 

Their compliance with my request immediately will add to the prestige of the 
Ali India Müslim League and show solidarity and discipline amongst the Mussalmans 
ali över India and is bound to advance the cause for which we are fighting and the grave 
issue.s involved. 

« 4i ♦ 

Luckno^, 

23rd September, 1941. 

My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I was invited by the Müslim Students Federalion of Bengal to inaugurate the 
First Bengal Pakistan Conference on the I9th and 20th instant. I was glad to hnd that the 
Bengal Müslim student community stood solidly behind the League. The Conference 
was a great success. It was presided över by Maulana Akram IChan ^ho made a stirring apeal 
to the Muslims of Bengal to rally round the League flag and hght against ali disruptıve 
elements in their socıety whatever their strength and posıtion. lam certamthat if the 6ght 
is carried on with deterıninatiou and resolution, the vıctory Will be ours; but the trouble 
is that the mınistenal party, which is opposing Fazlul Huq, is lacking in eathusiasm. It 
has no deünite programme for the future. When an attack is made the different elements 
oomposing the party just rally round to ward it off, as has been ın the case of no confideace 
motion against Shahid and then gp to sleep ağam. Perhaps the Governor of Bengal did 
not agrec to give a promise to Fazlul Huq to cali upon him to form a new cabinet in 
case a vote of no confideace was passed against Shahid and other Müslim Ministers re- 
signed by way of protest against the indirect assistance given to this move by the premier. 
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Faz^ul Huq like a shrewed maa that hc is atonce changed the front and got the assembly 
adjourned. Nonody knows what is his next move. It znay be that has has göne to Simla 
to seek assistance of His EKcellency the Viceroy to help him in forming an anti-League 
platform in Bengal. It is also possible that he may proceed to Bombay from Simla with a 
view to create an impression that he has been advised by the Viceroy to make up with the 
League. 

In view of this estünate of things, I have begged of Sir Nazim and Shahid to make 
a herculean effort during the Corning months of winterto establish League branches in the 
Mofussil wheFe there are none and revive those whîch has become moribund. I have also 
asked them to fix upon an alternative to Fazlul Huq for the premiership; for so long as 
he is certain in his owa mind that the Müslim League has no other choice, he will go on 
attacking them WLth impunity. When he Rnds that the other party is preparing for an at- 
tack, he may change his colours and give up his antîcs. I have also suggested one change in 
the Bengal Provincial Müslim League, namely, that no Minister should be an offIce bearer 
in the Provincial League. There was no opposition from anybody to my suggestion, but I 
am afraid nothing deflnite will come about unless you can afford some time to go there for 
a week and see things done in your presence. İt is Just possible that Fazlul Huq may start 
his tour in the Mofussil Dıstricts even during Ramazan. We should not aiiow him a free 
fîeld and start our work, if possible, earlier. If not, at least soou after Ramzan, Maulana 
Akram Khan’s paper *Azad’ h doing immense service to the cause but he is very doubtful 
whcther other Ministers will continuc the fight. Hc has got to be sure of your assistance. 

IspahanI is a brick and but for him even the work that is being done for the League 
would not have been possible. League worker5 have implicit faith in him. But even he is no 
sure of the minİsterial group. 1 would önce again impress upon you the necessity of your 
going to Calcutte, as early as possible, after Ramzan. 

T have one other requcst to make. The City League Lucknow is holding a Pak¬ 
istan Confcrencc on a very big scale on November 22nd and 23rd. We have invited Nawab 
Mamdot to preside över it. If you could kindly come down for a few hours to grace the 
occasion, the success uf the Confercnce wiil be assured. You have not visited Lucknow 
since 1937 and 1 think we can rightly hope that it wi]l be given an opportunity to weicome 
you this winter. l can assure you that 1 shall try to have as few engagements here as possi¬ 
ble. 


Yours sincerely, 
Khaliq. 


* 41 * 
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Mount Plcasaat Road, 
MaUbar Hili, 

Bmbay. 

3rd October, 1941 


My dear Khaliq, 


I am in receipt of your letter of the 23rd of September. Many thanks for it. In the 
first place I am very glad that you went to Calcutta to attend the Conference. Of course 
1 followed the proceedings of the Conference, as reported in the ‘Star of İndia’, but 1 am 
very pleased to hear from you that it was a very great success. 1 also thank you for giving 
me ali the Information with regard to the prcsent situation in Bengal. 


As regards Mr. Fazlul Huq, really it ıs most astounding and at the same time 
deplorable. However, we must face the situation as best as we can. More whcn we meet 
in Delhi for the Council meeting on the 26th of October, 


With regard to the City League, Lucknow, 1 am glad that you have decided to 
hold a Pakistan Conference on the 22nd and 23rd of November. I will see and try my best 
to attend the Conference. Please organise our people. Ultimately we have to depend upon 
our own strength. Go ahead with your Conference and make ali elforts to make it a reni 
success. 


Wiıh kind regards 


Yours sincerely, 
M, A. Jinnah. 



* 


♦ 


LucknoNV, 

I4th November, 1941 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Since my retum from Delhi, I vvas getting fever oif and on. but for the last 5 days 
it ran very high. İn consequence, 1 have become weak but inspite of it hope to be able 
to attend the meeting of the Workiag Committee on the 16th instant Lately every possible 
eifort is being made by congress group to come back to oifice. The British Government, 
as usual, is playing a dirty game. The Hindus are taking advantagc of our resolntion dated 
the 17th June, 1940 demanding a share in the powers at the centre and in the minority 
provinces. They say, ignoring our conditions laid down in the Resolution, that after aU 
ihe League also desıres to take away as much powers from the Bureaucracy as possible 
and to that extcnt the cause of the congress is common. The Viceroy with so many of his 
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henchmen around hinij day in and day out, impresses upon him the necessity of coming 
to a settlement with the Congress. In pursuance of the policy of appeasement release of 
political prisoners have already begun. Gandhi wilJ keep his stem attitude intact but the 
others wi]] play a d ffcrcnt role. The Viceroy will he told that it wi]l be a great fete of stra- 
tegy, if a schı^^m in the Congress ranks is brought about by allowing those congress men 
who want to resnrre parliamentary activities and there is every fear that he may be led 
1 o agree to it by astute Mahratta leader Mr. Anney. When some such settlement is made 
between the Congress parliamentarians and the British Government, we shall be offered 
to accept a seat here and a seat there just to keep our mouth shut. 1 havc been groaning 
under this load e\en during my iliness. I have come to the conciusion that a definite and 
clcar ıro\e fıorr our side is ncccssary to stop this rot. I have drafted a resoiution for your 
consideration. As it deals with a most serious questîûn facing the muslim community 
at the present juneture, ] have no mind to znove it in the Working Committee, uniess you 
consider that there is something in it and that time has come when we should wam the 
Government that if it enters into any private settlement with the Congress and allûws 
them to come back to ofİices at the centre or in the minority Provinces the responsibility 
for that actiou wıll be enlirely theirs. We have kept the olfer öpen now for över years. 
It has not been accepted nor is there any likelihood of its being accepted. Why should we 
not then withdraw it and demonstrate to our people that in a common centre there is no 
room for an honourable place for the MusJims. 

Yours sincerely, 
Kha1iqn7zaman. 

Telegram Dated 26tb November, 1941 

From Ch. Khaliquzzaman, Lucknow to Mr. M. A. Jinnah 

Reception arranged twentynineth morning Dehra Exprcss Kindly start 6 p.m. 
via Moradabad through, 

« ♦ « 

Telegram Dated 26tfa November, 1941 
From Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Ch. Khaliquzzaman, Lucknow. 

ExtFemely sorry deeply disappointed laid up with fever hence not possibte travel 
reach Lucknow twralynineth attend conference stop My heart and soul with U.P. Muslims 
and vvish from bottom my heart ali success to Conference. 

« « « 
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Dear Mr. Jinnah, 


Luckııow, 

27th November, 1941 


The news of your iliness is heartrending. We can sacrihce hundreds of such confc- 
ferences to givc you rest and peace to keep you fit to carıy on the huge responsibility of guid- 
ing the destinies of the musJims of İndia. We are conhdent that you will not disappoint 
this historical and politically most important city of the Province of U.P. if you can. If you 
are weak wc can cancel evcry othcr programme except your bare presence ın the city sheding 
lustre to ali our actıvities. We can cven canccl your official reception if need be. Jamal Mian 
WJİ1 cxplain the situation to you, 

Yours sinccrciy, 
Khaliq. 

« « « 

10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi, 

28th Novemner, 1941. 

My dear K.haliquc, 

î am in receipt of your Icıter of the 27th inslant brought to me by Jamal Mian. 
Do you thmk I vvould have sent you the wire had it becn posiblc for mc tu travel? You 
hdve no idea what a wrcnch ıt was to me. Il is a shecr physical impossıbılity. 

IfuUy rcdliscthc great ımporlancc of ıhe Conference. I am adviscd and fcel myself 
that ıt \\\[[ be dangerous for mc to undertakc the journey ın the condition ın vvhich I am. 
1 assurc } ou that I would not have dısappoînted the historically and politically most impor- 
tant City m the province of U.P. ıf I could have managed to travel. Belıeve mc the disappoint- 
ment of mine is much greater. I shall never forget how the Musalmans of U.P. specially 
of Lucknow, Ihe heart of ıt rallicd round the tlag of the Müslim Leaguc in that historic 
sessions of the All-India Müslim League that took placc in October 1937. 

You can therefore wcll understand the position that the heart ıs most willıng but 
the flesh refused and in ihese cırcumstances I am cxtremcly sorry to disappoint you and your 
cn-ftorkers and the people in general. 

But eheer up. The Müslim League ıs novv strong cnough to take çare of itself. 1 
have no doubt that your conference wii] be a magnificent success and perhaps another 
occasion will present itself at no dısLant date when 1 will have the honour to visit Lucknow. 


Wıth kındest regards 


Yüurs sinccrciy, 







M. A. Jinnah. 
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Lucknow, 

23rd Dccember, 1942. 


My dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

The Viceroy's recent uUcrance positively mıschievous. I am ghıd that Mr. Raja- 
gopalachavya has been through thc gamc and has vvamed Hindus to bcware of ıhe unity 
of India stunt. Therc may have been doubt in some minds that after thc Pakistan issue camc 
into forefront unity of India could only be secured by the Hindus at the cost of the freedom 
of India, but no^v every reasonabic mind ought to rcalize the truth underiying the idea. 
The Hindus generally, howcver, havc rcceived it with jubilation inspite of C.R.'s warning. 
forgetting the fact that under a United India \vith legitimate safcguards for the minoritics, 
the British Government wiil continue to cxercise its povvcrful influcncc ın thc name of thc 
proteetion of the minorities. Last time, when I met you, you dcplorcd thc short-sightcdncss 
of thc Hindu mind and we arc now sceing Ihc force of your remarks. 

Taking into account ali thc circumstaııccs I think ıf Sır Nazımuddin could agree 
to take the nsk of a long journey, nothing could be better. Failing hım, 1 vvould suggest 
Qazi Mohammad Isa’s name. 

I hope you arc quıtc welî. 


Yours sinccreh, 
Khaliqu£zaman. 



* 




Lucknow. 

23rd July, 1945. 


Dear Qaid-c-Azam, 

The way in vvhich the Müslim public has re-actcd to thc policy adopted by you 
and under your leadership by the Working Committee is truly marvelous. On my return 
held a public meeting, which was attended by thousands of Musliras of ali shades of 
opinion.The enthusiasm with vvhich the Müslim attitude at thc Simla Conference was accJai- 
med was aneyeopenernotonly to me but tu Sir Nazımuddin also, whu addressed the meeting 
during his stay for a couple of days in Lucknow,You havc önce again saved thc community 
from a serious pit-faLI and steered the ship of Mushm politics clear through rough and 
Btormy vvcather to a safe anehorage. Your grim determınation and över powering sagacity 
alone savcd the sıtuation. When 1 recall ourdoubtful attitude and your unfaltering resolve, 
the contrast becomes so palpably clear that one has to admire your capacity for leader- 
ship. 
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I met His ExcclJcncy thc Governor of U.P. on the 21st and imprcssed upon him 
tUe neccssity of holding elcctions to Central and Provincial Legislatures at an early datc. 
He has after a long discussion again asked me to see him for further discussion before 31 st 
July J945 \vhen hc is to Icavc for thc Govemors* Conference. I shall let you know the resull 
of nıy talk lalcı on. 

With bcit regards to self and Miss Jinnah. 


Yoıırs sinccrcly, 
Khaliqu^i^maa. 


* * 

H, II. THE KHAN 


OF KALAT 


Kalat 

17îh September, 1940 


My dcar Fricnd, 

How an^iüusly l lookcd to your proposed visıt to Baluchıstan but, ny 

wiühcs could not bc realised ovving to >oür bad health. 

Today, thc hopes of cighty ınillıon Musalmuns of Indıa are centered lu you and 
it İs the desire of cvccyone of us thac Ged, the Almighty, may bcstow you vvith sound health 
and a long succcssful life devolcd to ıhe causc of İslam. 

If, ouT of >our mnst hcavy programme, you could spare somc days and spent 
them with us in Kalat I am sure it would have added much to your health. 

T anı looking very anxıously when wc could meet cılher in BdluchisUn or at Delhi. 

Qazi Mohammad Isa will coııvcy you some specimen of the Manual Work done 
in my State wh»ch, I Irust, you vvould lıke. 

With best vvıshcs and sinrcrc regards. 


Yüurs very siucercly, 

Mir Ahmad Yar Khaıı 
His Hıghness, Bcglar Begi, 
thc Khan of Kalat. 


^ ^ ^ 
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Your Highjıess, 


QueKa. 

29th Junc, 1943. 


I am (;xtrcmely thankfuL to you for your lettcr of thc 24th instant, and 1 immcnscly 
apprcciatc your welcoTnc to me to Baluchistan. 1 had a long wish to cstabli&h my contact 
with this historical part of thc country; and at last 1 am here to scc for myseif thc people 
and brcathe thc dry but plcasant aîr of this land. The country althuugh is dry with its barren 
hills, but if not negleeted, can bc madc into mosl wondcrful land. 


As regards your very kind invitation to go and stay with ycu al Kalat as your 
guestj 1 shall be honoured to havc that opportunity and accept your invitation with great 
pleasuTc. 1 can gel to Kalat on the lOth July and can stay vv'ith you for a couple of days. 
I shall be accompanicd by my sister, my Sccrctary, and t\vo personal servants. Plcasc Ict me 
know, if this date wjll süit your Highness 


Thanking you, vvith very kind regards. 


Yours sinccrely. 


Your Highness, 


* 






M. A. Jinnah. 
QueLla. 

]3th July, 1943. 


In the fırst placc Ict me most cordialJy thank you for your brothcrJy hospitality; 
and 1 enjoyed my slay with you thoroughly and I shall alway5 remember Kalat and Chapar 
vvherc I spent my threc days in your company of complctely friendly atmosphcrc. 

NVjtlı regard to Deku, wc]J, I am eAtremeJy thankful to you for sending him to 
mc because you tliink he took great liking to mc. 1 am afraid I cannol deprivc you of him, 
it may be a temporary phase on his part; besides it is very diflicult for mc to take him about 
just now as I am going from place to palce, and this time of thc ycar it would bc unkind 
to take him along in the heat of Karachi, Dombay and Delhi as hc is not acclımatizcd; 
but Miss Fatınu Jinnah would bc thankful to you if you givc a puppy of thc ncxt litter as 
you wcre good enough to promisc, and wc wjJI arrange that it slıould bc sent to us when wc 
settic down at Delhi dircet. 


Thanking you once morc, wilh best salaams from Miss Jinnah and myscIf. 

Yours sjnccrely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 
P.S. 

Ho>vever 1 atn keeping Dcku here for a few days tül you arrivc here. Looking 
foTwaTd to mcet you soon. 

M. A. J. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 


m 



Mount Pleasaut Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay. 

Apnl 14lh, 1945. 


Your Highncss, 

I havc not vvrittcn to you for a long time: but 1 havc always madc cnquiric5, 
and 1 was glad to hcar that you wcrc kccpîng wcU and happy. The rcason why I am troubling 
yon with thi& Icttcr is that, as you perhaps kno'A', 1 had a very bad breakdown rcccntiy. 
Although I am much betler no w, I am strictly ordered by my doctors to havc complete 
rest Tor at İcast two to three months. Accordmg to thcır advicc, I am going to a small hili 
stntion ncar Bombay withîn a couplc of days, and I shall stay there tıll about thc hrst wcek 
of June, but I am strongiy advised that I should not stay in Bombay during thc monsoon. 
But there is no placc in this Presideney \vhcrc onc can go and stay and avoıd thc cffccts 
of thc monsoon, as you know ît rains very hcavıly on thıs side, and I havc been urged by 
my doctors that 1 must get to somc temperate and dry climatc, and they all unanimousiy 
rccommcnd Quetta as thc best placc m Junc, July and August. 1 am therefore wondcring whc- 
ther you can convcnicntly put your housc *‘hut” at Quctta at my disposal for about a couplc 
of months. Also I know you vvere very kind whcn I happened lo be in Kalat for a fcw days, 
and that you rcpeatcdiy prcsacd mc and o/Tcrcd your hospıtality to comc and stay ın Kalat 
I was charmcd with your camp and 1 fell ın lovo wıth that bcautiful lıttic cottage, and whtic 
1 am perhaps at Quetta to havc complete rest, bccausc after alJ Quetta is a very big town, 
1 shall be glad to avail myself of your hospitalıty, \^hich you \o cordially offcrcd to rac, and 
spend somc lime in Kalat, \vhich can be arranged ıf I get as far as Quctta. On hcaring from 
you I shall dccidc hnally and dcfînıtcly Ict you knoAV whcn 1 can get there. Of course, 1 do 
not wish you to put yoursdf to any inconvcnıcncc, ıt is only if you can ^vilhout any difficulty 
managc, then 1 shall be thankful to you. More \vhen mc mcet. 


I may add that Mibs Jinnalı w:ll accempany mc and at Icast onc Secretary. 


very kind regards to you from Miss Jmnah and myself. 


Yours sinccrcJy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Quetta, 

I5th Septembcr, 1945. 

Your Highness, 

Thank you for your kind icttcr of the 13th Septcmber, which was dclivered to 
mc on my arrival here by your Chief Secretary. I am looking forward to go to Mastung, 
but I have certain things to do, and I havecxplained to your Chief Secretary, whîch compels 
me to remain in Quetta for somc littie time. As soon at I can manage, I shall accept the 
hospitality and the honour that you have done mc by your kind mvitation to go över to 
Mastung and I am rcally looking forvvard to mceting youp as soon as I can possibly get 
away from Quetta. 

Thank you for your good vvishes. 

Hoping you are we11 and with very kind regards from Miss Jinnah and me, 

Yours sincercly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


• * * 

Aîwan-e-Ka1at 

Quctta. 

13lh April, 1947. 

My dcar Quaid-c-Azam, 

1 returned to Baluchistan on the 29th of la$t month. Beforc l say anytbing, 1 
wish to convey to you grateful thanks from my pcople and myself for the kind and very 
affeetionate thoughts you exprcssed in rcspcct of our aspirations and for the sympathetic 
vicw with which you regarded ihc Kalat casc. Your conversations stili pervadc ali my thoughts, 
and they have had very bencvolcnt cffect on my fcelings. It was duc fo this influence that 
1, at the very hrst opportunity, madc ın unequivoca1 terms a publie announcement giving 
ali my support to >oür demand of Pakistan—not only your demand, but rather a demand 
of Ihc ten million Muslims of India. I enclose for your perusal a copy of ıhc announceınent 
which is in Urdu. Kalat, I belicve, is the fîrst and, so far, the only State which has publicly 
ıhrown its lot wjth Pakistan and has promised its fulicst support therefor. The attitude 
that the oppositc camp will conscqucntly adopt in rcspect of Kalat and its demands ıs 
evıdent. At this juneture, l rcquest you to do mc a favour by giving a short public statement 
in support of my annoımccmcnt. This will have at least a soothing effect on the feclings 
of the pro-Lcaguc public, which at present arc very much pronc to be swcpt by the Cong- 
gress propaganda: it is this thought that lempts mc to rcqucst you for a statement in support 
of the Kalat Government announccmcnt which wou]d otherwise scem to you inopportune. 

I am sending you this IctCcr by hand of Mr. Muhammad Azim, my Private Secre¬ 
tary. He has strong pro-Lcaguc inclinations and has my full confidence in cvery rcspect. 
Any message you may iike to send mc through hım will rcach me safciy. 
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I hopc this Icttcr will fînd Miss Jinnah and you boih very much busy at Delhi. 
I wish you both good health and long life to serve thc causc of the Muslims of İndia. İn 
the end, I must oncc again thank you both for thc kind hospitalıty you showed mc whilc 
I was last at Bombay. 

With kindcst regards to you both. 


Yours very affeclionately, 

Mir Ahmad Yar Khan 
Khan of Kalat. 


* 




* 


üovernor Gencral’s Housc, 
Karachi. 

2nd February, 1948. 


My dcar Khan Sahib, 


I am glad to mect your Prime Minister» Nawabzada Mohammed Aslam, 
whcn hc came to talk över matters with mc on your behalf. Wc have discussed thc 
ter, and hc will convey to you thc rcsult of our talk. 


today 

mat- 


As your friend and wcll-wishcr, I advise you to join Pakistan without any further 
delay. I do hope that you will carefully con^jder ehe matter and let me have your final 
reply which you promised to do after your slay with me in Karachi when we fully discussed 
the whole question in ali its aspeets. 


Yours sincereJy, 
M A. Jinnah. 


* 



* 


SIR KHİZER HAYAT KHAN TDVANA 


On 27th April, 1944 Quaid-c-Azara ıssucd thc siatemcnt on ıhe brcakdown of 
htB talks with Khizer Hayat Khan Tiwana, Hc said: 

have had prolonged discussıons; and since my aırivai here for the second 
timcj in continuation of our previous discussions which started as far bock as March 19, 
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I met Malık Khizar Hayat Khan on April 20, and he has discussed Ihe matter with mc 
during half a dozen intcrvicws lastîng över two hours or three hours on each occasion, and 
he had promiscd to givc mc his hnal reply today. 

“He arrived at my housc thıs aftcrnoon. Whcn I asked hım what vvas his final 
attîtudc and that of Sir ChKotu Ram and Sardar Daldcv Singh regarding the proposals 
\\İLİch I had placcd before him and them was, he then vcrbally told me mnny things, and I 
K^uggcstcd that in farîness to him and mc ît is better that he should givc me the final reply 
in writing, so that therc should be no room for any misunderstanding. Accordingiy, whcn 
he was here 1 dictatcd a Icttcr to my private sccrctary. It was typed and handed över to 
İlim on ıhe understanding that he will Ict met havc h's final reply m wrıting by 9 o’clock 
tonight, as 1 made it cicar to him that we had discussed the >vholc qucstion threadbare, and 
that it was not possiblc for mc to wait any longer, spccially as I \vas bookcd to leave for 
Sialkot tomorrow. 

“He promiscd to Ict mc havc his reply by 9 o'clock tonight. I waitcd for the reply 
and at 9-20 p.m. I rang him up syaîng that I had not rcceived from him the promiscd reply 
in writing. 

Much to my surprİsc on tcicphonc he ınformed me that he had no reply to give 
cxccpt what he had told mc vcrbally. 

Thcreupon I sent him a Icttcr, same date, aficr this tcicphonic conversation bet- 
vvecn hım and mc at about 9-30 p.m. I sent this Icttcr with a rcsponsiblc person to makc 
sure that it was dclivcrcd (o him. When he wcnt there Malik Khizer Hayat Khan declined 
to acknowlcdgc even the receipt of the Icttcr on a slıp of paper which was sent along \vith 
Ihe Icttcr. 


“I had agaiıı lo send Nawab of Mamdot, President of the Punjab Provincial 
Müslim Lcague, and Mümtaz DauUana, M.L.A,, with the Icttcr and the slip on which 
he vvas rcqucstcd to acknovvlcdge the receipt, but he again declined to sign the receipt 
and rcceive the Icttcr. l had to scud them a second time to deliver the Icttcr personally to 
Malik Khizer Hayat Khan. and enderse upon that acknowlcdgment slip that they had in 
fact dclivcrcd the Icttcr personally to him. This was on April 27 at 11 p.m. and thcir endorse- 
ment runs as follovvs:” 

“Wc havc personally dclivcrcd this letter to Malık Khizer Hayat Khan on April 
27, at 1 i p.m. and he refuses to acknovvledge receipt of it, Therefore, wc hereby State that 
we havc in fact dclivcrcd the Icttcr to him personally and ccrtıfy to that cffect. 

İftikhar Hus.sain Khan. 

Mümtaz Daultana. 

Malik Khizer Hayat Khan has ncither answcrcd my first Icttcr of April 27, which 
vvas dclivcrcd to him personally today, nor my second Icttcr of which he refused to ack' 



nowJedgc Ihc rcceipt giving final rcply in writij]g as io what Sir Chhotu Ram, Sardar Baldcv 
Singh and hc himsclf had to say wilh rcgard to thc proposals of ours, which now had bccn 
the subjcct-mattcr of discussion since my arrival in Lahorc and had bccn discussed thread- 
barc. 


As Malık Khizer Hayat has not rcplicd to mc yet 00-30 hours ıt ıs now for thc 
MuıJim Lcaguc to dccidc what course of aetion they should take. 


it 




* 


The follovving Jetter vvas pcrsonally delhered by Qüaid-A7:ırn to Malık Khizer 
Hayal Khan. 

T3car Malık Khizer Hayat Khan, 

Wc İlave had prolongcd diacussions, and I slıall feci obhged if >ou wiU be good 
cnough to let mc know yoıır final dccısion \vith rcgard to thc ıhrcc poınts. 

Plcasc let mc kno\v to what e\tcnt Sır Chlıotu Ram and Sardar Baldcv Sınglı agree 
with ali these threc proposals or any of them, and also whcthcr you agree with ali thesc 
threc proposals or any of them. I hope that you \viU let mc havc your rcply by ihis evening 
as it is not possiblc to wait any longer. 


Yours sinccrcK, 
M. A. Jmnah. 






* 


The followıng leltor w:ıs addrcsscd by Quaid-ı-Azam to Malik Khizer Hayat 
Khan which Ihc Nawab of Mamdot and Mr Mümtaz Daultana vvent to deliver to him. 

I>car Malik Khizer Hayat Khan, 

You proniiscd lo send mc your rcply tu my Jetter daCed Apnl 27, which was givcıı 
to you this aftcrnoon, by 9 o'dock at thc lalcst tomght and I waued for it and rang you 
up that I was vvaiting for a rcply bccause ıt tvas ncarly 9-20 p.m. I reccivcd an answer from 
you that you havc no rcply to givc exccpt what you told mc vcrbally. That is gojng back 
on your promisc to givc mc your rcply in v/rtting. You said so many things vcrbally to mc 
ıhat it vvas impossıble to knov/ what your positîon was. 

1 önce morc rcqucst you to givc mc your rcply iu writing, and if I do not lıear 
from you immediatcly in rcply to thıs lottcr I shall concludc that you do no accept thc 
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threc proposals or any of them that were made in my letter; and in vicw of this the Müslim 
League now will havc to dccidc as to what course of action they should adopt. 

Yours sinccrely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 

^ m t 


KHEIRI, ABDU5 SATTAR 

23rd May, 1938. 

My dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

İt is only wilh the purpose of strengthcning your hands that I am wriljng this to 
you. Wc, here in Alîgarh, havc the fullcst faîth in you. Wc feci that the interests of not 
only 90,000,000 Indian Muslima arc securc in your hands but also those of the generations 
to come. But it is rather disquieting to hcar that pressurc is bcing brought on you to 
bring about an understanding at any cost, provided somc selhsh members may be able to 
get a few big jobs- 

Such a move shall be catastrophal at this stage whcn the Muslims arc on the way to 
solidarity and organisation. The most fundamental fact and rlght that the 90,000,000 
of Indian Muslims are in THEMSELVES A GREAT NATION and A SEPARATE 
POLITICAL ENTİTY must not bc sacrihccd. If the Congress Hindus arc made to 
rccognisc this, then every other thing not inconsistent with this is a minör thing. 

Such a demand is not even in modem history and curreat politics a ncw thing. 
Accordıng to the Pcacc Trcaty of St. Germain in 1919, the great Democratic powers 
of the world (England, France, US) crcatcd a Democratic sUte, Czccho-Slovakia 
and granted to the Germans and the Slovaks cqual rights with the Czechs. The Czechs 
were also signitorics to the treaty, The Germans, for instance, in it, wcre granted to have 
their own schocls, tlıeir own courts and judges and equal share in the govemment of the 
land. A şort of full autonomy, as in SwiCzcrland, was promised to them. Of course the pro- 
mises 'Vere not kept. The oppression continued tül their brothers on the other side of the 
borders became strong ete., ctc. 

The Muslims have been now arouscd. The spirit which you havc breathed into 
them is now a matter of fact and cannot bc ignored. 

I know, wc are stili disorganised, and the temptation is great to have a respite. 
Please do not yicld to any kind of pressure. Act only accordlng to your inner politicai 
self. 
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I pray that God shall give you strength in this grcat trial and true insight into the 
needs of the Indian Muslims, 


Yours sincerely, 

Sattar Kheiri 
A membcr of the League. 


* 


* 


* 


Bhopal, 

18th Scptcmbcr, 3938. 


Dcar Mr. Sattar Kheiri, 

I thank you for your Iclter of Lhc 8th August 1938 and I am sorry I was not able 
to rcply to your letter because I was not well. I thank you for the paper caJled “The Spiril 
of the Time.” I rcad it with interest and it is very good of you of promise to send me its 
copy regulariy. 

Thanking you, 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 






Distrıct Jail, Dchra Dun (U.P.) 
Tuesday, August 12, 1941. 

8-00 p.ın. 


My dear Mr. Jjnnah, 


1 have the fulJest trust m your leadership. Only a fooJ would not see what posıtion 
the Müslim League has gained during the last threc ycars. We have becn aivrays advancing 
and that too quitc rapidly, in spite of the kind of following you have had. That is his last 
spcech, Mr. Amery speaks of insuperablc objeetions to such a seheme as the so-called 
Pakistan seheme, at any rate in its extreaıe form, 1 And rather encouraging. There are 
stili much more encouraging statements in his speech. He hnally scems to dismiss the English 
parliamentary System as unsuiLablc for ladia.Then he secms to be positive that the Congress 
in never likely to enjoy such a powcrful position in the Government of İndia as they would 
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havc cnjoycd in tlıo now dcad constitution. But thcrc is no finatity in politics. Mr. Amcry 
or Mr. Churchili or any body else is not going to fight our battics. Wc alonc must solve 
our problcms. Under your Icadership, wc hope wc v/ill do, 

Müslim Univcrsîly. 

In thc monthly, “Palestine and Middic East” of Jamıary J, 1941, onpagc 13, thcrc 
is an articJc on thc Hebrcw Unıvcrsity and War. It bcings as follows: “Whcn the Hcbrcw 
Univcrsity was projcctcd it \vas t-onccivcd not only as thc cemre of Jcwish İcarning but 
cqualJy as an instituLion vv'hıch would grapplc with thc manifold scİcntilîc problcms con- 
frontıng thc development of thc Jcwİ!ıh National Home.” 

And wc know what part thc Hebrevv Unıvcrsity lıas been playıng in thc rcalizatıon 
of thc political aspıration on thc Jc\vish Nation. And yel, Mr. Jiunah, cxcluding your 
pcrsonal interest, which I appıccjatc fully, the Müslim Lcaguc as an organization has been 
criminally ucglccling this source of ali real powcr. Nay thc Lcaders of thc U.P. Müslim 
Lcaguc havc served as thc Fifih Column of thc Congress, and unknowingly as tlıc agents 
of thc anti-rcJıgious Commuiiistics—International. Itakcall Ihc rcsponsıbility of making 
this bold siatcmcnl on me. It ıs an ırrcfutablc fart that Naqwıb İsmail Khan, thc Pre- 
sJdent of thc U.P. Lcaguc, Choudhri Khaliquzzaman, thc Lcader of thc Müslim Lcaguc 
party in thc U.P. Asscmbly and our popular Lc-ader Raja Sahih Mahmudabad and somc 
other living or now dcad, brought by canvassing and by thcir own votes into thc Müslim 
Univcrsity Court of a Congress Müslim M.L.A.*s from various provincial and Central 
Asscmblics, bccausc they thought these Congress Muslims wiU cast thcir votes against 
Dr. Sır Ziauddin. Mr. Jinnah you remember, ihrccycars ago both Dr.Ziauddin and Nawab 
İsmail Khan at your advicc withdrcw thcir names from bcing candidates for Ihc Vjcc- 
Chanccllor&hip. I have hcard from a big Congress Lcader, though just now I h.avc forgotten 
his name, that Pandit Vallabh Pant was angry with Nawab İsmail Khan on accounl of 
withdrawing his name, for Mr. Pant had madc ali arrangcmcnis for Icavc ete. for such 
mcınbcrs of thc Univcrsity Court who wcrc lo vote for thc Na^vab Sahıb. Navrab İsmail 
Khan has been thc greatest supporter of Dr. Zakir of thc Jamia Millia, \vho had been 
doıng his best to ıntrnduco Congress nıindcd members in thc Staff and tho Courl. Another 
great fricnd of Nawab Sahıb has been Khan Bhadur Dcputy Habibullah, thc bıttcrcr cnemy 
of ali Lcaguc workcr.s ın thc Univcrsity. About this Dr. Abid, Mr. Jamiluddin Ahmed and 
myself protested once to Nawab Sahıb. So far önce he stayed at Dr Abid’s whcn he camc 
on Lcaguc business. And once wc three and a fcw other spoke to Nawab Sahıb about 
Dr. Zakir. Upon this Nawab lost all self control and vvasfııll of rage. And iiüw thc thing 
has been cxposcd. They havc been thc cause of party fceling iıx thc Univcrsity. For ycars 
they havo been intrigumg to briiıg in Congrcss-Wala5 ın thc key-positions in thc Univcr¬ 
sity. It ’tvere these three persons who had brought in thc Exccutivc Council of thc Unî- 
versity men lîkc Tasadduq Ahmed Shcrvvani, Abdui Majid Khwaja, KJıawaja Abdul Hamccd 
of Okasa famc. And now vvhen cvcrything is out and whca they fınd that in spite of ail 
their intrigucs and Ict me say boldiy, thcir trcaehery to İslam they havc lost thc power 
they had been wiclding so long, they havc at last rcsigncd from thc membership of the 
Exccutivc Council of thc Univcrsity. 
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Mcmbcrs of thc Müslim League in thc University, its Officials and 1 rcgard the 
cüection of Dr. Ziauddin as the grcatcst victory of the Müslim League and this against the 
grim opposition of the U.P. Müslim League. Docs it not look liLe an. anomaly? 

İn to-Jay's Statesman I read. “This University is a Moslem institution which 
has preserved an Islamic atmosphere and respect for Islamic tenets. For those who oppose 
and undermine Islamic beliefs and practices in addressing the students of the Müslim 
Univcrsitics arc öpen. "Declared Sir Ziauddin Ahmed, Vice-Chancellor, in addressing 
thc students of thc Müslim University, Aligarh^ at the beginning of thc new session to-day. 

_’’ But these wiLl rcmaın in words uttered into thc aîr to be lost unless someonc who 

)s energctic, cnthusiastic and capable takes them up and sees that thc Dr. sticks to them. 
Tnstead, 1 am sure, there will bc lots of encrgetic opposition to htm. 

1 knûw, wc arc stili dîsorganiscd and thc temptalion is very great to havc a respite. 
Plcasc do not yicld to any kind of pressurc. Act only according to your inner political 
self. Ali you havc been tclling us shovvs that your inner political self is very sound and is 
Ycry fully Islamic. 

I pray that God shall gîvc you strength in this great hour of trial and truc msight 
into the uecds of thc Indian Muslims. 


Very sincerciy yours, 

Şatlar Khciri. 
A ıncmbcr of the League's Council. 


♦ 


4c 



Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll. 

Bombay 

27 ıh August, 1941. 

Dcar Mr. Kheiri, 


I anı in rcccipt of your IcUcr of thc !2th of August, and thank you for it. The 
various suggcstions that you have made will ccrtainly reccıve my careful consideration. 

With kind regarda. 


Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 
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Müslim University, 

Aligarh 

October 29, 1944 


Dear Mr. Jınnah, 


Peace. It is just to inform you that I havc come back to Aligarh and I thank you 
heartily for ali you did for my release during the early days of my detention. No onc's 
efforts succeeded because Allah had planned for me. I know that even the Government 
could not release me though they tried more than önce. But when the hour came they could 
not keep me a day longer. I used to write to you from the Jail but in the Parole Camp at 
Naini Tal I was toid not to write to poiitical personalitics. 1 did not even nced Ihen to writc. 
My faith in you by that time had grown so strong that I could cali >ou ‘‘AMEEN”. 1 
was never disappointed in ali what you safd or did. In fact almost always 1 felt what your 
reaction to such and such a matter would be and 1 was always right. 


What I feel and know and 1 am sure that you feci and know stili more that wc 
so-called Muslims lack Islaniic character and without it nothing Islamic can be done. 
To-day is the hrst time I am writing any letter after my release. Mr. Jinnah I had unique 
opportunitics to mediatc, think and plan in jail and in the camp. I have not wasted my 
time. And when I feel to worV. I feel twenty years youngcr. I am sure that Pakistan will 
come but only then when we depend for our success only on Allah and on our own strength 
bestowed to us by Allah. And this time is bound to come. Pakistan shalJ be achieved by the 
cfibrts of truly honest and sincere Muslims howmuchsoevcr unpleasant disagreeable and 
abhorent it may be to others. I have faith in Allah, I have faith in you and I havc faith 
in myself. 


Then I have work before me I am healthy, strong and young. I hope that you 
too arc keeping good hcalth and are feeling younger and youngcr. God may preserve you 
for the work to be done. 



Yours sincerely. 

Sallar Kheiri. 

10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi, 
SthNovembcr, 1944 


My dear Mr. Kheiri, 

I am in receipt of your letter of October 29th, and 1 thank you for it. I am glad 
that you are free man. Of course, I do not know why you were subjectcd to detention, 
but you know that 1 am always against any man's liberty being taken away without a judkial 
trial. 



I am glad that you are well and full of hopes, and that you will work for the bet- 
terment of Müslim İndia. I laıow we have many difficulties, but I think we have made a tre- 
mendous progress, and we have every reason to be encouraged, having regard to the en- 
thusiastic support and sympathy we have of millions of ourpeople. If we work in an or- 
ganized and united spirit, 1 am confîdent that we shall achîeve our goal of Pakistan. 


Yours sinoerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

♦ * ♦ 

KinjRO, M. A. 

Mount Pieasant Road, 
Malabar Hill. 

Bombay. 

İst Oclober, 1941. 


Dear Mr. Khuro, 


I am in rcceipt of your letler of the 24th Seplcmber cnclosing the press cuttings, 
and while l agrce with you as regards your criticism of Mr. Gandhi and the Congress high 
command in allowing K. B. Allahbux to continue as a member of the so-called National 
Defence Council, I do not know what 1 can do in the raatter. İt is entirely in the hands 
of the Musalmans of Sind. You say, 'The Hindu minority is combined and well organized 
and by dıviding the Müslim raajority they are playing the gamc most successfully”. Wcll, 
that we know, and that is the very reason why 1 have bcen urging upon you and other 
leaders of the Müslim Leaguc urganisation to organise our people so as to prcvent Müslim 
majority bcing divided. But you people are so impatient of the resuU. You want quick 
results. I again, therefoıe, emphatically want you and other leaders of the Müslim League 
to organise our people so that you can resîst the State of things ın Sind which you are facing. 


As regards your observations regarding Pakistan» 1 am afraid they are far too loose 
and I am glad that you also say that is a separate issuc oitogether and 1 shall certainly 
wclcûme a discussion with you and other Müslim League leaders when we mcet. 

1 hope that you will come in a very strong contingeney at the mceting of the Council 
of the All-India Müslim League which is going to take place at Delhi in the iast wcek of 
October. We can also discuss the question of my going to Karachi theıe if necessary. 


Yours sincerdy. 


M. A. Jinnah. 



Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll. 

Bombay 
lOlh Junc 1942. 


Dcar Mr. Khuro, 

Many thanks for your Icttcr of thc 5th of Junc and 1 am glad that you had a vcry 
successful tour in Sukkur and Jacobabad Districts. I will writc to our fricnd lafTar Khan 
Jamali for his great hclp and our appreciation for what he has done for the Leaguc. I havc 
met him morc than once and also at Allahabad I saw him, I know hc is a vcry staunch 
Lcaguer. 


With regard to Mr. Rashdı's account regarding thc proccedings of thc meeting of 
the Provincial League Councîl, I should likc to know fuller details and î am glad that you 
are sending me a copy of your statement. 

Hopîng you arc wcll, wjth kind regards. 


Yours sinccrcly, 
M- A. Jmnah. 





* 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hill. 

Bombay 
13th July. 1942. 

Dear Mr. Khuro, 

Many thanks for your letter of thc 6th of July and cnelosing thc notes of the 
meeting of thc Provincial Müslim League Councii held in May last. Flcasc keep mc in 
touch wjth you from time to time. 


As regards Mr. Rashdi, he came to scc me here a rew days ago and 1 told him that 
apart from the reports which I have reccived against him from various quaTters, what 
1 gathered from his wntings in his own paper was cnough to crcate apprehensions in the 
mind of those who have been watching dcvelopments that have taken place iıı Sind. 1 advîsed 
him that if he cannot see eye to eye with thc majority and there arc now responsible men 
at the helm of the Müslim League his proper course would be to persuade them and not 
be aggressive and create a division and that he should really devote most of his time in 
making his paper really a first dass paper and leave the alfairs of the Müslim League in 
the hands of the oİhce bcarers and thc eaecutive. 1 hope that hc avüI follow my advice and 



not crcatc any troublc. But of course you arc the best judge as to how you should deal 
WJth him and what you should do in the matter. 

As rcgards my coming to Sind, or calling a mecting of the VVorking Committee 
or the Council at Karachi, 1 shall certainly consider your suggestıon and see what I can 
do in the matter. But you know it is not very easy to get the peoplc to go to Karachi as 
it is not a very centrai placc. I can quîte appreciate your desire to get us ali there. No doubt 
it W]ll givc a consıderable impetus to those of you who arecarrymg the burden and working 
For our cause. So I fully appreciate your point of vicw, but you msut also understand the 
difTicultıcs. 

>VjtIî kind rcgards, 

Yours sinccrely, 



M. A. Jmnah. 


DR S. A. latif 

Tclegram dated October 9, |940 to IVfr. Mı A» Jiıuah 


Mrs. Sarojmi Naidu writcs mc asking immcdıatc rcpiy. Lctter begins' 

“As you arc awarc your cultural zones seheme together Altemative Constitu- 
tion suggcsted by you have receivcd careful attention Irom some prominent Congress leadera 
(stop) Should further elucidation bc necessary regard few poınts in your Constitution 
would it bc possiMe for you mcet İcading Members Workmg Committee lor personal 
discussion f^sîop) It wou]d be of course purciy in your indivıdual capacity as Author Seheme 
and Constitution without prejudiu; and for purpose elucidation of issues that might Icad to 
an agrccd solution (stop) As 1 am İcaving tomorrow night tenth lor WaTdha plcase send 
me immediate rcply (stop) Lcttcr ends. Kindly wire if you have any objection my meeting 
Congress Leaders personal capacity for elucidation.” 

Latif. 

* 4 : « 

Telegraıa dated October 9,1940 to Dr, Latif 

Your tclegram regret cajınot agree meeting Congress Working Committee any 
Congress Hindu leader wclcomcd sce me. 

Jionah. 

* « « 
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Yusuf Manzil, Adikmet, 
Hyderabad—Deccan. 
lOth Octobcr, 1940. 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

I have received your telegram saying that you do not agree that I should 'meet 
any member of the Coagress Working Committee/ and that 'any Hindu Congress Icadeı* 
is welcomed to see you.' 

My telegram to you conveying the contents of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu’s letter to 
which the above was your reply probably was not clear in its meaning. T cnclosc a full copy 
of her letter. 

The letter makcs it clear that it was in my individual capacity as Author of an 
'Alternative Constitution', and without prejudicing the official position of any party, that 
1 was requîred to say whcther it was possibİe for mc to meet one or tvvo members of the 
Congress Working Committee and elucidate a few poînts in the proposed Constitution. 
That being so, there is obviously no ground for me to refuse to discuss it when mvited to 
do so, espccially when the seheme claims to have been prepared for the consideration not 
merely of the Müslim Leaguc but of ali other polıtıcal partics in the land. 

As you are aware, I have discussed the subject during the last one year and a 
half vvith political thinkers belonging to every camp. But neither 1 nor any of those with 
whom 1 have had to discuss it, have ever been in doubt about my personal role or felt 
that 1 was sponsoring the olhcial views of the Müslim Leaguc, although everyone would 
see that as a Müslim my sympathics were always in favour of the Müslim Lcague. My 
attitude has ali along been that of a student anxious to explain a thesis to ali conccmed 
—a thesis in which I have fervently believed. Innone of my vvritings have I ever, cven unwitt- 
ingly, compromised the ofBcial position of the Müslim Leaguc. İn fact, i have had oft 
and on to attempt to brJng round the leaders of the Lcague to my way of thinking; and I 
cannot say to myself that my attempts have always met with full success. Even as recently 
as the 27th September, 1 had to take up so much of your time in Delhi in trying to impress 
upon you that your Resolution of Lahore lacked background and that its provisions, 
particularly the provision of mandatory safeguards for Mııslim minorities, ııeeded to be 
fitted into an AIMndia framework. Such being my personal view of the League’s latest 
official programme, 1 sbould be the last person to have compromised the official position 
of the League in the course of any discussion of nıy own seheme with anyonc. 

The object of my telegram lo you was to hnd out if you, as an experienccd leader 
CAloyûıg my personal profound respect, would give any word of caution or advice in 
respect of the discussion I might have with any leading members of the Congress Work- 
ing Committee. Your reply, therefore, is rather unexpected. You have asked me not to 
meet them at all.Of course, my meeting any one depends upon my convenience.But as author 
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of the Scheme, how can I reTuse to discuss it when asked to do so, That would look very 
ridiculous and would be against the very spirit of the Scheme itself. I would have been 
certainly diflerent if my scheme had been adopted by the Müslim League in its fulness, 
in whıch cascl would have left its interpretation or exposition entirely to the official repre- 
sentativcs of the League. 

1 pray you, therefore, to thînk över the matter. For the present 1 have given no 
rcply to Mrs. Naidu. bccasue it would surprise her, as it would anybody, if 1 should teli 
her that as author of an idca I could not see my way to explain it to those who seek to un- 
der&tand it. I shall, therefore, be happy to know that you never meant in your telegram 
that I should give such a reply to her. 

Yurs sinccrely, 
S. A. Latif. 

^ m 

Mount Pleasant Ruad, 
Malabar Hill, 

Bombay, 

I2th October, 1940. 

Dcar Dr. Latif, 

I have rcccivcd your lettcr of the lOth of October, 1940, with a copy of Ihe Icttcr 
addressed to you hy Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. 

So far as 1 am concerned there is no misunderstandingof any kind whatsoever. 
İt is quitc clear and T am stili of opıniou that having regard to the position you occupy 
you should not wait on any member of the Congress Workıng Comraittee for the ostensiblo 
purpose suggested. If they really desire to discuss with you as the author of a scheme in 
your indivıdual capacıty for the purpose of clucidation. why ali this fuss? They can do so 
by meeting you at your place, or by correspondence. But iet me draw your attention to 
the last scntcnce of the first paragraph of the Ictter of Mrs. Naidu. İt runs as foUovvs: 

İt would be of course purely in your indivıdual capacity as author of the scheme 

and consLitution withoLt prejudice and for the purpose of clarihcation of issues 

that might lead to an agreed solution. 

Whal does tlıis mcan? Agreed solution between whom? 

Besides, in my opinîon, your scheme is fundamentally diiferent from the basic 
principle laid down in the Lahore Resolution of the All-India Müslim League, last March. 
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I am sorry that you do not quite apprcciate thc Lcaguc Rcsolution, although 
I tricd to explain to you in our talk on thc 27th of Scptembcr. You say, to usc your own 
words, ‘‘The objcct of my telegram to you was to hnd out if you, as an experienced leader 
enjoying my presonal profound rcpcct, would give any word of caution or advice in res- 
pect of thc discussion 1 might have with any leading mcmber of thc Congress Working 
Committee.'* That is the very rcason why I adviscd you not to bc draggcd into this move 
as you are sought to be, I stili advisc you to adherc to my request contained in my telegram. 

We did not have sufficient time to discuss thc Lahore Resolution m Delhi, as 1 
wa5 busy with thc meeting of the WoTking Committce, but I shall bc too glad to resumc 
our talk in the near futurc. 


« M. 4ı 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Yusuf ManziJ. Adikmet, 
Hydcrabad —Deccan, 
I7th October, 1940. 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 


1 received your letter last cvening and wircd to you as under: 
“I appreciate your standpoint. Will follow advice.'’ 


Mrs. Naidu has come back from Wardha and 1 had a talk wilh her to-day on 
the phone in conneetion with her letter under consideration. 1 told her my vie^^, and she 
said that in that case, her friends on the Congress Working CommiUcc would write to 
mc and seek clucidation of certain points in my constitutiunal seheme. Let thc matler 
rest at that. When f actually hear from them, l shall wrıtc to you again. 


As I told you in Delhi, 1 was practically in full agreement wıth the Lahore Re¬ 
solution as far as it went. But 1 tried to make it clear that when you would proceed to im- 
plemeııt il, you >vouLd have to reproduce in some form thc AIMndia background provided 
in my seheme. 


The Resolution provides for two compact Federated Sovcreign SLates-oneonthe 
North-West, and thc other on the North-East-even as envisaged in my altematıve consti- 
tution which has been under your consideration for över a year. It too speaks of safe- 
guards to be provided in the constitution for Muslims in areas wheFe they are in the minority. 
Only my seheme details those safeguards. My contention is that the provisions for mino- 
rities (‘'mandatory'* as the Resolution qualifies them) will argue some reciprocal All- 
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India avrangcmcnt such as can bc clTcclivcIy cjUbrccd. Indccd thc Rcsolution statcs that for 
somc time to come at İcast, the cxcrcisc of powcr m rcspcct of Dcfcncc, External relations, 
Cııstom, Communications, ctc., will not bc assumcd by thc States you would carvc out. 
(n other words, thc Resolution anticipate a transitional All-India Constıtution at Icast 
for these subjccts. That is onc of the rcasons why I havc provided a Centrc-a Centre 
which should bc agrccable to yon and from whcrc thc Hindus wıll not bc Jn a posilion to 
dominate thc Muslims. (Vıdc thc provisions in this rcspcct under Representation on Legis- 
litıırc (3) and Exccutivc (2), pages 3 and 4 of thc proposed constıtution as redrafted three 
months ago with a vicvv to ımpJcmcnting thc Lahorc Resolution and forvvardcd to Sir 
Abdullah Maroon for thc consideration of his Constıtution Comınıtlcc (Copy cncloscd>. 

1 do not thınk, therefore, that nıy schcınc ıs “fundamcntally dıffc,cnt from thc 
basıc prmciplc laid down in thc Lahorc Resolution” as you say. If there is rcally any diffe- 
rcncc, it is in this. Mine is fully outlincd; yours is only partiall> uisclosed, though standing 
on ali fours with it, for ali ıntcnts and purposes. 

But if my ıntcrprctation is not corrcct, and your vicw ıs that the seheme docs 
jıot at aİl nccd any Centre or an all-india background to sel agaînst for implcmenting its 
provisions, and that it can staııd on its own Icgs, then it is dear that I must cndcavour 
to understand how ali that is possiblc. particularly in vicu of thc fact that I havc tn preside 
över thc Ccdcd Disiricts Müslim Confcrcncc in thc Presideney of Madras ncxt month 
and diîicuss in my addrcss thc implication.> of thc Lahorc Resolution as they affcclthc Mus- 
linıs in areas whcrc they arc in thc nıinorıty-ıhc very purpose for which Ihc Confcrcncc 
has been convened. I wclcomc, therefore, your suggcstion to resume our talk on thc subjcct 
in thc ncar futurc, It may be possiblc for mc to comc to Bombay in thc last wcck of this 
month. WıU that süit you? 

With dcco regardsj 


Yours sıncereJy, 
S. A. Latif. 


* 


* 


* 


Rcadymoncy Lodge, 
Matherao, 
21stOctobcr, 1940. 


Dear Dr. Latif, 

I am in reccipt of your Jetter of thc I7th of Oelober, and I shall be glad to sce 
Vou in Bombay. But 1 shall bc there only for iwo or three days, It wıll, therefore, be better 
ıf you comc and scc me at Delhi on or after thc 5th of November. 
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As rcgards thc othcr mattcrs I do not think I need discuss thcm tıJI we meet. 


Yours Sincerciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* * 



Yusuf Manzil, Adikmet, 
Hyderabad—Deccan, 
24th October, 1940. 


Ücar Mr. JinnaJı, 


1 am in rcccıpt of your letıcr datcd 21st October, I agree with you that it wouid 
be bcüer ıf I sce you at Delhi after thc 5lh November, 1 shall try lo bc Ihcrc beforc thc 
İOth. 


Yours Sinccrciy, 
S. A. Latif. 


* 9 * 

LORD LINLITHGOW 


New Delhi, 
November 5th, 1939 

Dear Lord I.Jiıiithgovv, 

I wish to thank you for givıng ınc the intcrvıew on the 4th of November as you 
had promiscd in your Icttcr of the 28th of October vvhercin you stated that you will be glad 
at somc sujtabJc moment Lo cndeavour futher to clucidatc any points that there may be 
in Joubl as desired by thc rcsolution of the Working CommıUcc of Ihc AU-India Müslim 
Leagu»^ of the 22nd of October. 

İn mv intcrvicw with you on thc 4lh of November thc subjcct svas fully discussed 
and now, as desired by Your Excclloncy, I am hercwith submiLting to you the follo^ıng 
pouits for your consideration and carly rcply:— 

(1) that as soon as circumstances may permit or immcdiatcly after thc waT the entıre 
problem of İndia’s future constitution, apart from the Government of India Act, 1935, 
shall be exaınined and rcconsidcrcd de novo; 
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(2) that no delcaration shall, cither in principlc or othcnvisc bc madc or any 
constitution be enactcd by His Majesty’s Government or the Parliamcnt without thc ap- 
pvoval and thc consent of thc two majör communîtics of India, viz., thc Mussalmans and 
the Hindus; 

(3) that His Majesty’s Government should try and mcet ali rcasonablc national 
demands of thc Arabs in Palestinc; 

(4) that thc İndian troops wıll not bc uscd outsiüc India against any Müslim povver 
or couniry. 

I have already, in my mtervievv, fully cxplaincd thc reasons and Ihc grounds in 
support of these points över and abovc of what ıs indicated in thc statement of the 18th 
of September and the resolution of thc 22nd of October of thc Working Committcc of 
the All-India Müslim Lcaguc, copics of which have already becn sent lo Yoıır Excellency. 

Therc ıs onc more pomt \vhich wab mcntioncd in thc statement of thc Working 
Committcc of thc 18th of September, viz., thc qucstion of securlng justİcc and fuirplay 
lo the Mussalmans in the Congrcss-govcrncd Provinces whcrc even thcir elementary nghts 
were being ruthlcssly tramplcd upon; but as the Congıess Minıstcrics have göne out of officc 
1 do not dcsırc to say anything regardîng Ihis maltcr at present. 

May I inform Your Exccllcncy (hat 1 am leaving for Bombay tomorrow moning. 

Yours sinccrcİN, 
M. A. Jmnah. 


4 


■* 



The Viceroy's Housc, 
Ncw Delhi, 
November 7(h, 1939. 


Dcar Mr. Jmnah, 

Many thank^ı lor your Icitcr of 5th November- i fully apprcciatc the importance 
of thc points whK:h yon laise and I wili nol fail (o Jet you ha^ e as early a repf) as practıcab/e. 

Yours sinccıoly. 

LınIUhgo\v. 


* + t 
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Bombay, 

Novcmbcr löth, 1939 


Dc-ar Lord Ljnlıtligovv, 

Thank you for your Jcttcr of thc 7th Novcmbcr 1939. Since thc rcccipt of your 
Icttcr I havc been pressed with inquirics from different parts of thc counlry as to how and 
whcrc wc stand. Would you, therefore, mind if F wcre to publish my Icttcr to Your Exccl- 
Icncy, dated thc 5th Novmeber and your Icttcr under rcply. 




4r 


* 


Yoıırs sinccrcly, 
M. A. Jinnah, 


Vıccroy's Camp, 
Novcmbcr 26th/27. I9J9. 


Dcar Mr, Jinnah, 

Thank you foı your icUcr of thc I8tiı Novcmbcr, 1 quııc uuderstand your anxıcty 
to publjsh your Jetler to mc of Ihe 5th Novcmbcr and my acknovvJedgcmcnt ofil. I should 
wcIcomc it if yod couJd postponc publication for, say, another ten days, as J um anxious 
that thc interval bctwccn publication by you and my rcply (whıch natuıally must takc 
somc liıtlc time to prepare as I havc to consult His Majcsly’s Government) should be 
as short as possiblc. But ıf you feci that it is essential for you to publish vvithout vvaiting 
so long, 1 can raise no objcction, though I \vould ask >ou to be kind cnough to Ict mc 
know m advance thc date you conlcmplatc 

Yours sinccrcly, 
LinUıhgow. 



t ^ 


Telegram dated November 29 , 1939 to Lord Lînlithgoiv 


Hope my Icttcr eightcenth has rcachcd your Exccllency am waiting for rcply as soon as 
possiblc. 


Jinnah 


+ • ♦ 
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Telecram dated November 29, 1939 to Mr. M. A. Jînııah 


Many thanks for your telegram of today. 1 hope you will by now havc rcceıved 
lettcr of 27th November posted from Bahawalpur—Viceroy- 

« * # 

Viceroy’s Camp, 

Calcutta 

Dcccmbcr 23rd, 1939, 

ar Mr. Jmnah, 

I am no w in a position to rcply to your Icttcr of Novcıobcr 5th, ın whıch you 
»mitted cerıain points for my consideration. You will, I am sure, apprcciatc that more 
n one of your qucstions, if considered in thc ligKt of ali thc impLications involved in it, 
uld raise ıssucs affectıng other communities in İndıa, and that this corrcspondencc 
wecn us would not be an appropriate medîum formaking pronounccmcnts on them. 
11 hope that my answers, limited though thcir scope may bc by this consideration, will 
lethelcss serve to rcmovc your difficulties 

2. My answcr to your first question is that thc dcclaration 1 madc wıth thc ap- 
val of His Majesty’s Government on October 18th Jast does not exclude examination 
ıny part either of thc Act of 1935 or of thc polıcy and plans on which it is based. 

3. With reference to youı sccond point, I can assurc you that His Majesty's 
vernment arc not under any misapprehension as to thc importance of the contentment 
thc Müslim community to the sCabılıty and succcss of any constitutionai developments 
[ndia. You need thereforc havc no fcar that the wcight which your community's posî- 
ı in İndİa necessanly gıvcs theır vıcvrs wıU bc understood. 

4. In framing thcir policy for Palcstinc, His Majesıy's Government havc endea- 
ırcd to mcet ali reasonablc Arab demands, and they continuc to bc fully alive to thc 
lortancc of that issuc. 

5. Finally you asked for an as^urance that İndian troops wjJI not bc uscd out- 
r India against any Müslim power or country This questıon İs fortunatcly hypothctical, 
:c His Majesty is not at war wUh any Müslim powcr. You will apprcciatc, howcver, 
t it is impossiblc to give a guarantee in terms so vvide as Ihosc of your Ictler, which 
ıld havc the effcct of limiliag India’s righı to usc is own army in its Qwn defence in 
umslanccs which cannot now be forescen: m thc preseni situation, howcver, as you arc 
ire, every precaution has been taken by His Majesty’s Gosernment at thc instance 
Lhc Government of Tndia to ensurc that Müslim fccling in India on this matter is 
y respeeted. 

Yours sicerely, 

• ♦ * LinIithgow. 
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10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi, 

6th February, 1940 

Dcar Lord Lijnlîthgow, 

I am hcrcvvih sending a copy of thc Workıng Committcc’s resoiution passcd 
on Ihe 3rd of Fcbrfiary, 1940, rcgarding Ihe corrcspondcncc that has passed betwecn Your 
Excel[cncy and myself for your consıdcration. 

Yours sincerciy, 
M. A. Jınnah. 

^ * 



ResoludoD 


H.E. Lord Lınlithgow, 

Vıccroy and Governor-Gencral of fndia, 

Ncw Delhi. 

Passed at the mccLing of thc Working Committcc of thc AJl-India Müslim Lcaguc 
hcld at Gul-i-Raana, Hardmge Avenue, New Delhi, on thc 3rd and 4th of PebruaTy, J940, 
undcr thc Prcsidentship of Mr. M. A. Jınnah. 

Test of Resoiution 

The Working Committec of thc All-India Müslim Leaguc consıdcred the cor- 
respondence that has passed bctween Mr. liıınah, the President, and His Exce]İency the 
Viceroy, cndıng wılh his final reply dated 23rd Dcccmber 1939. The Committec is of the 
opinion that the reply of His Excellcncy is not satisfactory as certaın iraportant poınts 
stili requıre further clarification and clucidation. The Committce, therefore, empowers the 
President to placc !hc vicws of thc Working Committec bcFore His £xcelleııcy and request 
hım to reconsider thc nıatter regarding thc assurances asked lor in thc resoiution of thc 
Workıııg Committce dated the 18th of Scpteınbcr and the 22nd of October, 1939, and 
thereby rcmovc ali doubts and apprehcnsıons from ihc mind of Müslim India. 

a|i 

Ncw Delhi 
February 23rd, 1940 


Dear Lord Linlîtlıgow, 

I piaccd thc wholc corrcspondcncc that had passed bctwccn Your Excellency 
and myself, cndıng with your Icttcr dated Dcccmbcr 23, 1939, before the mceting of the 
Working Committce of the AIMndia Müslim Lcaguc on February 3, 1940. 
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As was dcsired by Your Excellcncy in onr convcrsation on February 6,1 now bcg 
to State briefly thc views of thc Working Coınmıttcc, whıch are asfollovvs:— 

The Working Committec appreciate the darification madc by Your Excencncy 
regarding thc first point and are glad to note that thc dedaration madc by Your Excel- 
lency, with the approval of His Majcsty’s Government, on October 18, 1939, docs notcx- 
dude the cxamination of any part either of thc Act of 1935 or of thc policy and plans ou 
wh]ch it is based. 


As regards the second pojnt, the Working Committec do not fcel satisfied as 
the rcquc5t madc for a dehnıtc assurance hB.< not been met, namciy, that no dedaration 
should, cither in pTİndplc or othcrwise, bc madc or any constitution bc cnforced by His 
Majesty’s Government or cnactcd by Parliament wıthout thc approval and consent of thc 
Mussalmans of India, Wc rccognisc Your Exccllcncy’s a^su^ancc whcn you state “His 
Majcsty's Government are not under any mîsapprchension as to thc ımportancc of thc 
contentment of thc Müslim community to thc stabîlity and success of any constıtutıonal 
development İn India. You nccd therefore, have no fear that thc weight whıch your com* 
munity’s posıtion in India neccssarily gives thcir views, will bc underrated.” But I regret 
to say, this docs not mcet the pomt raised by thc Müslim Lcague, bccausc ıt stili leavcs 
thc position of thc ninety mıllion Mussalmans of India only in ıhc region of consultation 
and couuscl, and vests thc final deoision in the hands of Great Britain to determine ıhc 
fate and future of Müslim India. Wc regret that wc cannot accept thıs position, 


As to thc policy for Pdicstinc, thc Workjng Committec of the All-India Müslim 
Leaguc tvish to impress upon His Majcsıy’s Government that a solution should be found 
to thc satisfdction of tlıc Arabs. The Committec aıe glad lo note, as Your ExLellcncy States, 
that His Majcsty's Government have cndcavoured to meet ali rcasonablc Arab demands, 
and they conlinue to be fully alive tvi that issuc- But thc eyes of thc Müslim world are watch- 
ıng the siluation keenly and a definîte solution should bc found without delay. 

With regard to thc use of Indıan troops agaînst any Müslim Po\ver or country, 
the Committec fcel that Your Excellency has misunderstood thc position. When we asked 
for an assurance that Indian troops will not be uscd outside India against any Müslim 
Power or country, it was not intended that they shall not be uscd for the dcfcncc of the 
country in case of an attack on, or aggression against India, Whılc we thank Your Ex- 
cellcncy for informing us that every prccaution has becn taken by His Majesty’s Govem- 
menl, at thc instaııcc of ıhc Government of India, to ensure that Müslim fccKng in India 
on this maltcr is fully rcspcctcd wc fccl that further darification of thc position is necessary. 


It is rcqujred of thc Müslim Lcaguc to givc assurance of wholcheartcd co-opera- 
lion and aetive support on behalf of the Mussalmans of India to the British Government 
for the pUTpose of prosccution of thc war The Committec are of opınion that before doing 



that they must fccl confidcnt that thc futurc uf thc Mussalmans of India is not Jcft in the 
rcgion of unccrtainty or doubtful possibiiity. ConscqucntIy, we do not considcr it unreason- 
abİG on our part to ask for a dcfînite assurancc that no commitments will bc madc with 
rcgard to thc futurc constitution of India or any inlerim scttlcmcnt with any other party 
without our approval and consent. If His Majcsty’s Government are preparcd to treat thc 
Icadcrship of thc Mussalmans as a responsıblc body, then they must bc trusted, espccially 
whcrc thc quction of determining thcir own futurc is concerned. 

Wc arc constraıncd to state that Your Exccllcncy is unncccssarily ovcr-anxious 
about the interests of other communitics. It has never been our dcsırc unjustly to harm 
any communıty. The issucs that have been raised by us are duc to apprehensions that the 
flrıtjsh Government may bc stampeded by other powcrful organisations in thc country 
into adoptıng a course or agrecjng to a sctücmcnt m the matter of India’s constitution 
which may prove not only highly dctrimcntal to tlıe interests of thc Mussalmans but may 
bc dısastrous for them. 

As rcgard Palcstınc and thc usc of Indian troops, our demands, as cxplaincd by 
mc abovc, cannot in any way prejudice thc interests of any other communıty. It js not 
possiblc in a Icttcr of this kınd to state fufly thc various rcasons and details: but, if Your 
Exccllcncy so desires, 1 shall bc very glad to placc thc views of theCommittcc beforc you 
in fuller details at an early date, vvhenever Your Excellcncy hnds it convenient. 

Yours sinccrciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


<¥ 




* 


April 19, 1940 


Dear Mr. Jmnah, 

I was glad lo gaüter from your Icttcr of February 24 that my letter lo you of 
December 23 had removed somc of thc doubts, whıch had been felt by thc All-India Müslim 
Lcaguc. I do not read your letter as indicating that thc Working Committec of thc Lcague 
expects an>dhing further from mc in your points— the scope of the examination of thc 
consııtutıonal posılion to rollow war and thc policy in PalcsIinc. 

V'ou ask, howcvcr, for further clarihcalion of the positiun in rcgard to the use 
of Indian troops against Müslim Povvers or countrics, vvhile cxplaining, as 1 note and 
appreriate, that you had no intention of attempting tu circuınscribe thcir use in defending 
India against atlack or aggrcssion. 1 presume that you do not expcct a guarantec, which 
it would obvıousJy be impossiblc to givc, bindingus in futurc conungencics which no one 
can forcscc, But you necd have no fcar that if at any time such a contingeney arose the coas- 
ıderation underlying your suggcstion would be overlooked. Fortunately, howcver, so far 





as thc prcsent situation is concerned. His Maje^ty’s Government are in friendly and sym- 
pathetic relations with ali Müslim Powers to some of whom indecd they arc bound by 
alliancc, whilc with thc rest they arc on terms of most cordial friendship. 

You represent that your sccond point was not felt by the Workıng Commitice 
to bc adcquatc:Iy met by the terms of my lettcr. You have no doubt noticcd the passage 
in the Secretary of State’s spcech on April 18 in which he used thesc words: 

“But that docs not mean that the future constitution ot India is to be a consti- 
tution dictatcd by thc Government and Parliament of this country against the wishes 
of the Indian pcopic. The undertaking given by His Majesty's Government to examine the 
cunsLitutional field in consultation with representatives of ali partics and interests in India 
connotes not diclation but negotialion. Admittcdiy a substantial measure of agrecment 
amongst thc communitics in India İs essential if the vision of a United India, which has 
inspired the labours of so many Indians and Englishmen, is to become a reality; for I 
cannot bclicve that any Government or Parliament in this country would attempt to ım- 
pose by force upon, for example, 80 mtllion Müslim subjects of His Majesty in India, 
a form of constitution under which they would not livc pcaccfully and contentedly", 

This statement, I am sure you wıll agree, has rcmovcd any possiblc doubts on 
this point. 


Yüurs sınccrely, 
Linlithgovv. 






* 


Maıheran, 
May 18, 1940 


Dcar Lord Linlithgovv, 

I am in receipt of your letter of ApriL 19,1940, and 1 thank you fot it, I hope you 
wıll excusc me for the delay in replyıng to it before now, as I was uncertain as to what 
course 1 should adopt in the matter, especially as the appointmcnt of the personnel of the 
Working Committee was pending; but I tıow beg to inform you that 1 propose to placc 
thc matter before thc Working Committee consiitutcd for thc ensuıng year for their con- 
sideration and will communicate their vicws to Your Excellcncy as soon as possiblc. 


m 


•n 




Yours sinccrely, 
M. A, Jinnah. 
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that they must feci confıdcnt that thc futurc of thc Mussalmans of Indıa is not Icft in the 
region of uncertainty or doubtful possibilîty. Conscquently, we do not consider it unreason- 
able on our part to ask for a defini te assurance that no commitnıents will be madc with 
regard to thc futurc constıtution of İndia or any inlerim sctticmcnt with any other party 
wlthout our approval and consent. IfHis Majcsty's Güvemment are prepared to treat the 
İcadcrship of thc Mussalmans as a responsıblc body, then they must be trusted, espccially 
whcrc thc quction of determining thcir own futurc is concerned. 

Wc arc constraıncd to state that Your Exccllcncy ıs unnccessarily ovcr-anxious 
about the interests of other communitics. It has never been our desire unjustly to harm 
any communıty. The issucs that have been raised by us are due to apprehensions that the 
British Government may be stampeded by other powcrful organisations in thc country 
into adopting a course or agrecjng to a sctücmcnt in thc matter of Jndia’s constitution 
which may provc not only hıghly dctnmcntal to thc interests of thc Mussalmans but may 
be dısiistrous for them. 

As regard Palcstinc and thc usc ol indian (roops, our demands, as cxplained by 
mc abovc, cannot in any way prcjudıce thc interests of any other comınunity, İt is not 
possiblc in a Icıtcr of this kind to state fully thc various rcasons and detaîlsı but, if Your 
Exccllcncy so dcsırcs, I shall be very glad to placc thc vicws of thcCommittce beforc you 
in fuller details at an carly date, whcncvcr Your EKccIlency hnds it convenient. 

Yours sinccrciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* ♦ * 


April 19, 1940 


Dear Mr. Jmnah, 


I waj glad to galhcr from your Ictter of February 24 that my leıtcr to you of 
December 23 had removcd somc of the doubts, which had been fell by thc AH-India Müslim 
Leaguc. I do not read your Ictter as indicating that the Working Committec of thc Lcaguc 
expects anything furiher from mc in your poınts— the scope of the cxamination of thc 
constitutıonal position to fol(ow war and the policy in Palcstinc. 


You ask, howcvcr. for further clarihcation of the position in regard to thc use 
of indian troops against Müslim Powers or countrics, while cxpiaimng, as I note and 
appreciate, that you had no intention of attempting to circumscribc thcir use in defending 
india against attack or aggrcssion. 1 presume that you do not cxpcct a guarantee, whîch 
it would obviously be impossiblc to givc, bindingus in futurc contingencics which no one 
can forcscc, But you nccd have no fcar that if at any time such a contingeney arose the cons- 
ideratıon underiying your suggcstion would be overlookcd. Fortunately, hoNvever, so far 



as the preseni situation is concerned, His Ma^ıesty's Government are in friendly and sym- 
pathetic rclations with ali Müslim Powers to some of vvhom indecd they are bound by 
alliancc, whilc with thc rest they arc on terms of most cordial friendship. 

You represent that your second point was not felt by the Working Comraittee 
to bc adequatcly met by the terms of my letter. You have no doubt noticed the passage 
in the Sccretary of State's spcech on April 18 in which he uscd these words: 

“But that docs not mean that the futııre constıtution of India is to be a consti- 
tulion dictated by thc Government and Parliament of this country against the Avishes 
of thc Jndian pcopJc. The undertaking given by His Majcsty’s Government to examiue the 
constitutional hcld in consultation wıth repıesentatives of ali part’cs and interests in India 
connotes not dictation but negotîation. Admittedly a substanfial measure of agreement 
amongst thc communitics in India is essential ıf the Vision of a unıted India, which has 
inspircd the labours of so many Indians and Englishmen, is to become a reality; for 1 
cannot belicve that any Government or Parliament in this country would attempt to im- 
pose by force upon, for cxample, 80 million Müslim subjects of His Majesty in India, 
a form of constıtution under which they would not livc peaccfully and contentedly”, 

This statement, I am sure you wıll agree, has removcd any possible doubts on 
this pojnt. 


Yours sıncercly, 
Lin[ithgow. 




üt 


* 


Matheran, 
May 18, 1940 


Dcar Lord Lınlithgow, 

I am in rcceipt of your letter of April 19,1940, and l Ihank you for it. I hope you 
ıvill cxcuse me for thc delay in replying to it beforc now, as 1 was uncertain as to what 
course I should adopt in thc ıııalter, espceıally as thc appointmcnt of the personnel of the 
AVorking Committee was pending; but 1 now beg to inform you that I propose to place 
thc nıatter before the Working Committee constıtuted for tlıe ensumg year for their con- 
sideration and wiU communicate their \icws io Your ExceUency as soon as possible. 


Yours sincerely, 


M. A. Jinnah. 



Bombay, 

June 17, 1940 

Dear Lord Linlithgow, 

I am enclosîng hcrewith a copy of the resolutioıı passed by thc Working Committee 
on June 16, at its sitting in Bombay, and if you dcsire to discuss it further or rcquire my 
presence I shall be glad to meet you. 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


4i 4ı * 

Procecdings of the nıectıng of the Workjng Commiticc of thc AJI-India Müslim 
Lcague held on June 15, 16 and 17, 1940 at Bombay:— 

Resolved: The Working Committee of the All-Fndia Müslim League, whıle bemg 
of thc opinıon that further clarifıcalion contaîned m the Ictter of His Excellcncy thc Vıccroy, 
dated April 19, 1940, with regard to thc assurances asked for by the All-India Müslim Lcague 
is not satisfaclory, endorses thc follovving from thc statement issucd by the President, Mr. M. 
A. Jinnah, on May 27, 1940; 

“Up to liıe preseni moment, we havc not crcaled any difficulty nor havc wc em- 
barrased the British Government in the prosecutıon of thc war. The provinces where the 
Müslim Lcague has a dominant voicc havc bcen Icft free to co-operate wıth thc British 
Government, pending Iheir consideration wİth regard to thc assurances avc have asked 
for, and in particular that the British Government should makc no dcclaraticn regarding 
thc futurc constitutional problems of İndıa and thc vital issues that havc been raı&ed in that 
conneclion without our approval and consent 

“Ncvcrlheless, without prejudice to thc adjubtnıent of thc largcr ıssues latcr on, 
wo wcre even vılling, as far back as November last, toconsıdertheproposalofthcViceroy 
to brıng about an honourable and workablc adju^tmcut in the provmcial held, which 
would havc been followcd up with our representalives being appointed to thc Eıtccutive 
Council of the Cenlıal Government to the extent permissible wıthın theframcvvork of the 
present constitution and existing law. But this proposal was sunımanly rcjectcd by Mr. 
Gandhi and the Congre&s. 

“A similar attempt was again made by His £xcelJency rarly in February, which 
met w ith ihc samc falc Since then it seems that the Viceroy has been waitıng for the Congress 
to pass its word. 

'*Wıth regard to Mr. Amery’s statement and the broadcasl appeal of His Ex- 
cellency the Viceroy, may I say that it is up to the British Government to show trust in 



Müslim leadershîp. There are many ways of doing so—andj as confident friends seek our 
wholchearted co-operation, we shall not fail.” 

The WoTkîııg Committec looks with alarm at the gT 0 wing menace of Nazi aggrcs- 
sion which has becn most ruthIessLy depriving one nation after another of its liberty and free- 
dom and regards the unprovoked attack by the Ttalian Government against the AlLics as 
most unwaiTanted and immoral at a time when France was engaged ın a brave struggle 
against very heavy odds. 

The grave world sıtuation demands serious efforts on the part of evcry İndian 
for the dcfcncü of his country, and the Working Committec calls upon the Government 
of İndia to prepare the country in an organİsed manner to meet every eventually, The 
Committec is constraincd to State that the proposals for the Defence of İndia indicated 
in the statement of Their £xcellencıcs the Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief, as well 
as the statements of some provincial Governors, are wholly madequate to meet the urgent 
requirements of the sıtuation. The committee, therefore, authorises its President to enter 
into communication wıth His Excellency the Viceroy with a view to exploring the possıbility 
of devising prompt and effective mcasures to mobıUse the country's resourccs for the pur- 
pose of intf'nsifymg war ctroi ts and the defcnce of india. 

The Committee is of the vicw that, unless a satisfactory basis for close co-opera- 
tion is agreed upon on an All-India basis and not province-wise between the Govern¬ 
ment and the Müslim League and such other parties as arc willıng to undertake the res- 
ponsibility for the defence of the country in the facc of imminent danger, the real purpose 
and objectıve wi]l not bc served and achieved, The Working Committee ıs of opinion that, 
in V'CA of the immediate grave danger that is facing the country, real purpose wiJl not 
be served by the Mussalmans and others merely joining the proposed provincial and dstrict 
war commiitces wıih ihcir present scope and fıınctions. 





Simla, 

July 1, 1940 

Dcar Mr. Laıthwaıte, 

I am cnelosmg herevvıth a rough note of the points 1 discussed wıth him on June 
27, 1940, in the course of my intcrview. 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Note: That no pronouncement or statcment should be madc by His Majesty’s 
Government which would, in any way, miİitate against the basic and fundamental prin- 
ciples laid down by the Lahore resolution ofdivision oflndiaand creating Müslim States 
in the North-west and Eastern zones; and it may be stated that that ideal now has bccome 
the universal faith of Müslim India. 

That His Majesty's Government must give definite and categorical assurances 
to the Mussalmans of India that no interim or Ünal scheme of new constitution would be 
adopted by the British Government without the previous approval of Müslim India. 

In vjew of the rapîd developments in Europe and grave danger that is facîng India, 
it is fully realised that everything should be done that is possible to intensify waT efforts and 
mobilise ali the resources of India for her defence for the purpose of maintaining intemal 
security, pcace and tranquility, and to ward off external aggression. But this can only 
be achievcd provided the British Government are ready and willing to associate the Müs¬ 
lim leadership as equal partners in the Government both at the Centre and in ali the pro- 
vinces. In other words, Müslim India leadership must be fuHy trusted as cquals, and have 
equal sharc in the authority and control of the Government, Central and Provincial. 

Provisionally and durîng the period of the war the foilo\^ing steps should be 
taken to comply with the formula, namely, co-operation wıth the Government with equal 
share in the authority of the Government. 

(a) That the Exccutive Council of the Viceroy should bc enlarged, wıthin the 
frame work of the present constitutİonal existing !aw, the additional number to be settied 
by further discussions, but it beittg mderstood that the Müslim representaîion must be egual 
to that of ihe Hindus if the Congress comes m, otheryyise they should have the majority of 
the additional members, as it is obvious that the main burden andthe responsıbiUty Will be 
bome by the Mussalmans in that case. 

(b) In the provınccs whcre Section 93 has to operalc, non-officlal adviseıs should 
be appointed, the number to be fixcd after further discussion, and the majority of the 
non-ofbcial advisers should be the representatives of Mussalmans; and \^herc the pro- 
vinces can be run by comhination of parıies or ‘coaiition', to adjust matters by agrecment 
among themselves 

(c) Therc should bc a War Council consisting of not Icss than fifteen members, 
including the Presıdcnt, to bc presidcd över by His Excellency the Viceroy. I don’t like the 
exprcssion “War Consultative Conımıttec." This Council should regularly mect to dcal wıth, 
any revıew, the general situation as it may devciop from time to time, and advisc the Govem- 
ment with regard to matters ın conneetion >vilh the prosecution of the war gencrally, and 
in particulnr, the fuUest development of the defence possible, and hnance, and to make 
a thorough economic and industrial drive. In this body it ^ıll not be dilhcult to secure the 
representation and full co-operation of the Indian Princes, and as far as I can judge, they 
would have no diİIîculty İn joining it. It is through this body that the association of the 



Princcs can bc secured. Here again, Ihe rcprescntatjoA of Müslim İndia must be equa 
to that of the Hindus if thc Congress comes in, othcrwisc they should have the majority. 

Finally, the representatives of the Mussalmans on the proposed War Counci 
and thc Exccutivc Council of thc Governor-Gcncral, and thc additional non-official ad 
visers of thc Govemors, should bc chosen by thc Müslim League. 


Simla, 

July 6, 194C 


Dear Mr. Tinnah, 


I am much obligcd for thc private and pcrsonal memorandum headcd *‘tentativ 
proposal'* which you wcrc kind cnough to send mc in your lettcr to my Private Secretar 
on July I. I note thc points taken in paragraph cne of that memorandum, and m thc hr 
scntencc of paragraph tvvo, both of which you emphasised in our recent conversation. I we 
come also thc amplification, as putting mc in fuller possession of your mind, of that coı 
versation representod by the balance of your Ictter. But certain of the points suggest th£ 
ihcrc may bc somc slight mi&apprchension, which you vviJI, I think, agrec that it wouI 
bc dcsirablc that I should cicar without dclay. 


As regards thc cxpansion of my Exectiv c Council, this wouki, as you nghlly observ 
in your memorandum, bc within the cxisting comlitutional schcmc. Ta other words, an 
Council so expandcd v/ould co-operate as a whole and as a singlc Government of Jndiü 
İt ıs not a case of striking a balance bctwcen thc dı/Tcrent İnterests or of preserving th 
proportions bctwecn thc important partıes. As you yoursclf indicated in the course c 
our conversation, Ihcrc arc partics other than either Congress or the Müslim Leagu 
who may fairly daim fo be considered for indusion, and ıhcrc is a very definite limit c 
mımbcrs to any possible c\pansioîi. 

At ıhe sanıe time [ rcaliy accept thc importance, in the event of any expaıısioıı 
of sccunng adcquafc representaion of Müslim interests, and that is a point which I woul< 
bcar m mınd. Therc is, howcvcr, as you will see from my cxplanation, no que3tion of res 
ponsibıhty falling in grcalcr or lc>s degree on any particular seetion. Responsibility wiJ 
be that of the Govcmor-Gcncrî»l-m-Counci! as a whole. Again, it wiU be cicar that ünde 
tlıc cA^ıting law and praclicc it must vemain with thc Seeretary of State, in consultatio: 
vvith thc Govcrnor-Gcncrars Exccutive Council, and such persons cannot be the nominee 
of political partıes, howcvcr important: though it may, of course, be assumed that botl 
the Secretary of Stalf' and thc Govcrnor-General v^ould, in ali cases, do thcir utmost ti 
sclcct persons fıom thc vanous scetions of thc community. 


I necd not remind you that under law thc wholc responsibility for Governmen 
in scctıon 93 provinces vests cxclusjvely in the Govemor, although a Covernor can, o 





course, take advantage of thc assistance of any adviscrs hc may appoint. Whether, and if 
so at what point and in what strength, non-officlai advi^rs from political parties should 
bc appointed in provinces undcr section 93 administration, in the event of an expansion 
of the Govemor-General's Council, would clearly cali for consideration in thc light of 
circumstances of each provJnce. You wiil, I think, agrce with mc also that the importanoe 
of thç communıty from which adviscrs are drawn in a particular province has a direct bcaring. 

Your idea for a War Council is, in my vıew, well worthwhılc considerjng, though 
dctails would have to be worked out. Here again thcrc arc, of coursc, many parties to bc 
consıdered other than thc Müslim Leaguc or Congress. 

As regards scetion 111 of your memorandum, 1 ought, 1 think, to make it ckar that 
it would be constitutionally impossible for thechoicc of Müslim gcntlcmcn to be appoin¬ 
ted to any cxpandcd Executive Council or as non-offîcıal adviscrs torest with thc Müslim 
Leaguc. But Jn the contingeney envisaged you necd not fcar that any suggcstions you may 
put rorward would not receivc full consideration. 

Let me m conciusion thank you again for your very cicar and valuable memoran¬ 
dum. I realise, of course, fully that it is not mcrely private and pcrsonal, but that, in your 
own words, it cmbodıcs a tenative proposaK 1 am sure that you wjll agree with mc that it is 
wcll that thcrc should bc no misunderstandıng on the important points on which 1 have 
touched above. 


Yours smccrely, 
Linlithgovv. 


Bombay, 
.luly 17, 1940 


Dear Lord Linlithgow, 

I am in rcccipt of your Ictter of July 6, 1940, and thank you for ıt. 

As regards the constitutional and legal position that you have been good enough 
to point out to me in conneetion with the expansion of the Fxecutive Council. and also 
vvith regard to the appointment of advisers to the Governor and thc position of thc Gover- 
nor, working under Section 93 1 fully appreciate it. 

1 am glad that the idea of constituting a War Council, in your opinion, is wcll 
worthwhile oonsklering. No doubt thc dctails vvould have to be vvorked out. But I do not 
think there is anything in my memorandum which cannot be given effect to by way of con- 
ventıon and, if the Secretary of State and yourself meet us in the spirit of trust and co- 



operaliûn, the legal and constıtutional farmalities can be met and complied with. What 
is required is the spirit of complete understanding. 


I am, howcvcr, gratcful to you for your assurance in paragraph five of your letter, 
with regard to the choice of Müslim gentlemen to be appomted to the Exective Council 
or as non-olficial advlscrs, which runs as follo^s; “But in the contingeney envisaged you 
need not fear that any suggestlon you may put rorward would not receive full consid- 
cration.” On my part, I hope that I shall mcet you in cvery reasonable way possible. 

Yours sincerely. 


M, A. Jinnah. 


« « « 


En route to Poona. 

August 5, 1940. 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

I havc had Ihc advantagc of recent discussion with you in regard to the general 
political sıtuation in India, and I have reported our conversations on that matter to His 
Majesty’s Government, with whûm also I have bcen in consultation as to the desirabiLity 
of somc further statement designed to remove misunderslandings and further to clarify 
their intentions in the constitutional hcld. 1 am glad to say that I have now been authorised 
to rnakc the statement of vvhich I enelose a copy. It will be published in the moming papers 
of Thursday August 8, and I would ask you lo trcat it as cntirely secrel and for your per- 
sonal information until then. 


As you will sce His Majcsly’s Government have auıhotısed mc to invite a certaîn 
number of representative İndians to join my Exccutive Council, and they havc authorised 
me further to establish a War Advisory Council vvhich would mcet atregular intervals 
and vvhich vsould contain representatives of the Indian States and of other interests in 
the uational life of India as a whole. I trust sincerely thai you and the organisation of 
vvhich >ou are the President wıll be prepared to joın with me in ıhe Central Government 
and in ıhc War Advisory Council, and I would greatly apprccjate it if you arc able to let 
me havc a repJy by August 2J at the latest. I vvould hope to have an opportunity of con- 
vcrsatıon wıih you in Bombay on August 13, and I suggest that this vvould be a convenient 
opportunity to clear the ground for your forraal rcpiy. I vvould only add that I am 
anxious that the names of the cxpandcd Executive Council should appear not later than 
ıhc end of August, and those of the War Advisory Council by the middle of September 
at the iacest and if possible cariler than that date. 

Yours sincerely, 


« * 


Linlithgovv. 
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Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 


August 14, 1940. 


I think it may bc convenieat for you to havc in wrjtıng thc Information ou thc 
points below which I gave you in our conversatlon today. I informcd you in that convcr- 
sation ürst that my statement clcarly safeguarded thc Müslim position in rclation to future 
constitutional development; sccondly, that 1 equa1ly providcd a basis on which thc Muslims 
could, if they so desired, co-operatc at thc Ccntrc. As J explaincd to you in our carlicr conver- 
sation, I cannot yet take up the issuc of thc provinces: but I do not cojıtemplatc non-offîcial 
advisers at any ratc at this stagc. 

You asked me thc probablc strength of thc expanded Exccutivc Council I can¬ 
not, for reasons which you will appreciate, yet indicate a prccisc hgurc, but thc total 
strength of the Council vvili bc likely to be in thc neighbourhood of 11. If, as I trust, thc 
Müslim Lcaguc arc prepared to accept my invitation, 1 would hke you to Ict mc havc a 
panel of names, say four, with a vicw to my selceting two from ıt for appointmcnt to 
my Council. As I havc already madc clear to you, Sir ZafruUa Khan, ıf he remains 
in my Council, wiil not count against thıs hgurc. It is clcarly impossiblc until the 
discussions on which I am at preseni engaged are completc to indicate prcclsely what 
would be thc parties represented in the expandcd Council. 

The strength and composition of thc War Advisory Council can clcarly only 
bc fixed after the expansion of thc Exccutivc Council is complete. Here, too, I should bc 
grateful if you would bc good enough to let mc have a panel of names for my consideration 
on the assumplion that there would probabiy be, say, hvc Müslim Lcaguc representatives 
out of a total of something in the neighbourhood of 20. 

Ab you will appreciate, 1 am very anxious to takc very earJy dccjsionb in thesc 
matters and to reach Rnality as regards the personnel of thc cxpandcd Executıvc Council 
and of the Advisary Council at as early a date as possible, and 1 hope that you will be 
able to assısl me by letting mc have a very carly rcpiy. 

There is, of course, no objeetion whatever to your communıcating the 
Information above to your colleagues conüdentıally, but 1 should bc grateful if any 
publicity could bc avoided for thc present. 

Yüurs sincerely, 


t < 


Dear Mr. Jmnah, 


Linlıthgow. 

Simla, 

September 25, 1940. 


I dulv roceived the resolutious of thc Working Committce of thc Müslim League 
passed at their mcetings in. Bombay, on September 2. 
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I havc, I thınk, madc thc general position pcrfcetly cicar in thc course of our 
conversation, and it is unncccssary for mc to enter ınto further dcUıl about it here. As 
regards certain spccific matters, I would, howcvcr, put on rccord that I cxplaincd to you 
thc constıtutional rcasons whîch makc it cs&^ntıal that the choicc of members of thc Gover- 
not-Gcncral’s Exccutıvc Council must rest cxclusivHy wıth thc Govcrnor-Gcncral and thc 
Sccrctary of State, wilh whom it must rest to tender advicc in this matter to His Majesty. 
I apprcciatc, howcvcr, thc difficultics which, you madc it cicar to mc, confronted you in 
conncction with thc formation of thc panel which I had carlıcr suggcstcd to you, and in 
the lıghl of our discussion I am content that thc sclection of rcprcscntatıvcs, vvhılc resting 
with thc Governor-Gcncral, should be bascd, ın thc casc of thc Müslim Lcaguc (and, 
should they so desire, of thc other partics to be rcprcscntcd in nıy Council) not on a panel 
formally submıttcd, but on confidential discussion betvvccn thc Icndcr of thc party conccr- 
ned and mysclf. 

I havc also indicated thc ımpracticabjlıty of a final dccision as to thc total strcngth 
of thc cxpanded Council or as to tho aflocation of porlfolios (a matter which must, of 
course, rest cntircly wjth thc Govcrnor-Gcncral) untıl thc rcplics of al! ihosc who may be 
invitcd to servo havc been rcccivcd. But T havc madc cicar to you (as I havc also to thc 
İcadcrs of thc other partics vvhom I havc rcccntly sccn) my attitude on both those issucs. 

The general position of His Majosty’s Govcrnmcnl had been madc cicar in ıny 
statement of August 8 and m thc Sccrctary of State’s spcech in thc Housc of Commons 
on August 15, it is that His Majesty’s Government regard thc cxpansıon of my Counrİi 
and thc constıtution of a War Advisory Council as steps of thc lirst importance in terms 
ol* thr as:,ociation of Indıan pubJıc epinion wıth thı. conduet of ihc war by thc Central 
Government and of thc constıtutional machincry of thc Government of Indıa pendİng 
the post-war investigations, the machincry for which has been ındıcatcd in my statement 
and in Mr. Aracry's spcech. His Majcsty’s Government sınccrcJy trust that the Müslim 
Lcaguc, like thc other partics and interests which they havc invitcd to join thc cxpandcd 
Council and to participate in ıhe War Advisory Council, wıll respond to that invitation. 
Thcır collaboration in both those bodios vili, of course, be cntircly wıthout prcjudicc 
to thc consideration and decisıon after thc conciusion of thc war, and on the basis alrcady 
indicated in my statement, of thc main conscitutional issuc. But His Majcsty's Govern¬ 
ment trust and anlicıpatc that they and thc other partics vvho arc rcprcscntcd in thc cx- 
panded Council and the VVar Advisory Council wj11 vveleome thc opportunity offered to 
ihem of influcncing the causp of publıc afîairs m thc immenscly ımportant period which 
lies ahcad, and, in so doing, wıll, ın thc working throughout thc period of thc war of those 
bodıes, find a basis for that general co-operatıon, vvith full regard lo thc interests of ali 
coU'Aîrncd. on whıch thc post-war constıtution forcshadovvcd ın my statement and m 
Sccrctary of Stale’s sj:>cech can be binit. 

Yours sinccrcly, 
Lmlithgovv. 


4 « * 
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Dcar Lord Linlithgow, 


Nc\v Dclhij 
Septembcr 26, 1940 


I am in rcceJpt of your Icttcr of Scptcmbcr 25, J940, in rcply to Ihe rcsolution of 
thc Working Commîttec of thc All-India Müslim Lcague on Scptcmber 2, whîch was dcs- 
patchcd to you wilh ıny covcring Icttcr of Scptcmber 5. 

I shall place thc matter beforc thc Coınmıttcc on Scptcınbcr 28, iind Ict you have 
thc rcply as soon as possiblc. 


Yüiırs sinccrcly, 
M. A. Jinıvdh. 


♦ ♦ i 


Simla 

Scptcmber 25, 1940 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

Vou asked me yesterday to lot you have a fomiiil reply before you Icft for Delhi 
lo ıhe rcsolutions which you werc kınd cnough lo send me carlier this month, and I accord- 
ıngly send you a formal Ictler hcrcwith- I have given thc most carcful consideration since 
vvc parted Jast night as to \vhethcr I could devise any form of words such as you mentioned 
lo me \vhich would mcet thc purpose which you had in vicw. I warneJ you, as you \vill 
ıcmcmbcr, that I antıcipatcd thc greatest diffîculty in doing so, and 1 am bouııd co confess 
with regret that I have in fact after thc most carcful thought found ıt inıpracticablc. But, 
knowing your mind as 1 do, 1 have cndeavoıırod in thc last paragraph of my formal leltcr 
sent herevvith to do what 1 could to make thc general position dcar, and 1 hope ihat that 
may be of assistance to you. 1 trust that in the Jight of our talks you wjll now he able to Ict 
me lıavc a dclinıtc dccısion once your mceting at Delhi is över, and I tıust that that cccision 
may be a favourablc onc; for ırıaıtcrs have ncw rcachcd a stagc ar \vhich it is cssentîal 
ıhat a defınite conciusion shnuld be rcachcd. 


Yours sinccrcly, 
Liıılıthgovv. 


* t * 
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Ncw Delhi, 
September 26,1940 


Dcar Lord Linlıthgow, 

I thank you for your Icttcr of September 25 and I cxtrcmcly regret that you arc 
unablc to mcet mc on thc point which I raised dunng thc course of our conversation on 
thc 24th, though in thc coıırsc of the discussîons you apprcciated and rccogniscd that it 
was a vital point so far as thc Müslim Lcaguc was conccmcd, namciy, that in thc event 
of any other party deciding later on to be associatcd with your Exccutivc Council to assist 
in thc prosecution of war it should be aUowcd to do so on terms that may be approvcd 
of and consented to by the Müslim Lcaguc party, as wc werc entering into, so to say, a ‘'war 
contract”. 

1 thank you for your ondcavour in tlıc last paragraph of your forraal leltcr to do 
what you coııld to makc thc general position cicar, but, I am afrard, it docs not meet thc 
point raised by mc and î cannot derive rnuch assîstance from ıt. 


Yours sınccrciy, 
M A. Jmnah. 




% 


* 


Aıiguit 194i, 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

You vvili rcıncmbcr that you >vrote îo mc on ihc 29tk May, fo send mc a copy 
uf a Icttcr vvhich you had rc»:eıvcd from thc Mufti of Palcstinc on which you asked my 
consideration. I am sorry not to havc been ablc tolet you havc an carlıcr answcr but a? you 
wıll understand T havc had to asccrtaın thc poûtioıı from H.M G. 

I should, f think, makc it dcar in Iho firsı place that H M.G. have no ıclations 
v/ıth thc Mvıfti^ who will not be permitted to return to PalesTinc, and that the answer which 
foUows ıs actordingly madc in ^onlidcncc and ^hould not be pas^cd ou to thc Muftı. 

The Mufti has throughout his carcer sl:own hımsclf to be unaltcrably opposed to 
Britısh admmistraıion in Palcstinc. He mus+, I fcar, be regarded as primanly rcsponsıblc 
for the rccent campaign of assassination an<l terronsm and in spıtc of notable efforts madc 
to mcet Arab claims by thc polıcy set out lu thc Wh!tc Paper he has in no degree modified 
his attitude, but, on the contraıy, has, under cnemv ınflucncc, bcconıe the focus ofhostılc 
activıty and intrigue in thc Middle East against thc Britısh Government and thc Allicd 
cause. 
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İn thcsc circumstanccs you will no doubt acccpt with grcat rcserve statemenls 
cmanating from such a sourcc. The fact is that thc publication of thc Whitc Paper pro- 
duccd an immediate detente in Palestine, since thc Arabs realiscd that it wcnt far to mcet 
thcir claims, and, with thc outbrcak of thc war, which was thc occasion for widcsprcad 
demon^trations of suport for thc AJlicd causc from thc Arab community, progress toward9 
thc restoralion of normal conditions in thc country has betn continuous. So grcat indccd 
has been Ihc Jmprovement in thc situation that thc mjJitary nuthoritics in Palestine havc 
been ablc to rovıcw scntenccs of ofTences commiıîcd dunng thc disturbances and to re- 
leasc many who had been placcd under detention. 

As rcccnily as Junc 15, you will be glad to know, thc cmcrgcncy rcgulations werc 
amended to providc that milıtary courls should not havc powcr to impose dcalh scntenccs, 
and to rcmovc from thcir compclencc aııy casc iu which thc oifcııccs had been committed 
before that date. İt is hoped that circumstanccs will pcrrnıt of further gradual rclaxation 
of thc dra.lıc measures imposed durlng Ihc disturbances. 

Fınaliy, I woıı[d invite your attcntîon to thc measures so far taken to implcmcııt 
thc polciy laid down in thc Whitc Paper of May 1939, V.S., ıcgulation of Jcwısh ımmi- 
gration since Apnl 1939, in accordancc with thc provısions of thc Whıtc Paper, and thc 
enaetment of Icgislation last Fcbruary, with vvhıch you will be famılar from thc rcfcrenccs 
in thc pubhc press and vvhich was cmbodjcd in command paper 6,180 controlling thc 
transfer of land m thc interests of Arab agncultunsts. You may rest assured that cvery 
considcratıon has been and will continuc to be given by H.M.G. to Icgitimate Arab claims. 

Yüurs Sınccrely, 
Linlithgow. 


A A 


* 


Mount Plpdsant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay, 

23 August 1943. 


Your Exceilcııcy, 

1 beg to infunn you ıhat 1 havc been rcccıving iııformacıon concernıng thc various 
developments that havc been takıng placc in Kashmır for thc lası fcsv monihs from very 
rcliabic souıccs and ıny rcccnt information İcads mc to bclicvc that thc Kashmir situation 
i^ very gravc. 1 am not advisably scndıng you thc dctaıls bccausc 1 am sure that you have 
already nıorc Information and perhaps morc reliablc thaıı I possess. The purpose of writîng 
this Icttcr to you ıs tocarncsIy rcqucstyourattention to this matter vvithout furtherdelay. Ifyou 
desire I can send you thc summary of various developments that havc taken placc culminating 
into (in) thc rcsignatıon of Sir Maharaj Singh, the late Prcmicr of Kashmir, and since 
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his dcparturc from Kashmir. I hope it will rcccivc your immcdiatc considcratıon and result 
in consequcnt nccessary action in thc mattcr, which will do justicc tothc Mussalmans, 
who arc going through an ordcal of tremcndous hardships, sufTerings and injustice which 
is mctcd ou t to thcnı by thc State authoritics and ıts administratiou. 


Yours sınccrciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

« « « 

The Vıccroy's House, 
New Delhi. 

6 September 1943. 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 


1 havc had your Icttcr of 23rd August about affairs in Kashmir for whıch I Lhank 
you. As you have corrcctly surmised 1 am awarefromcertainreportswhichhavercached me 
that somc uneasincss prevails in thc State and that this uncasiness has indecd persisted 
for some time past. I am, I nccd hardiy teli you, m thc closest contact with my advisers 
on thc wholc topic and for this rcason I do not find it necessary to takc advantagc of your 
very kind oJTcr to send mc a summary of recent developments bascd on Information avaij- 
ablc to you from your own sources. I can assurc you furthermore that thc wholc situation 
will contınuc to rcccivc my constant attention and 1 hope that thc doubU to whıch you havc 
gıvcn cıcprcssion about conditions in thc State will prescntly be totally resolved. 

fn conclusiou I would Iıkc to lhank you for your courtcsy m taking ihc Irouble 
to inviîe my attention to thc importance of which 1 of course fully realısc. 

Yours sincercly. 


Your Exceellcncy, 


4i 


Linlıthgow. 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay. 

15 September, 1943. 


I am in rcceıpt of your Icitcr of thc 7th of September 1943, for \vhidi l thank 
you. İt is not marked confidential or personal,yet I write to ask you, whetlıer you would 
agree to my IcUer of the 23rd August 1943 and your rcply of thc 7ih September 1943 being 
released to thc Press. You know so far I havc refrained from saying anything ın the Press 
vvith regard to the situation that has arisen in Kashmir bccausc 1 thought I miglıt be adding 
to what is already a very serious situation, as thc developments there havc stirred up not 
only thc Mussalmans of Kashmir but ihroughout Indıa. It scems to mc that in this very 
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high tense of fccling that is prevailiııg, the pubiication of my Iclter and Your £xccllcncy's 
rcpJy might hclp to allay the situation and also thc people should know that I myscJf hnve 
not been unmindful to the representations that have been poüring in for Ihc last few months 
from the difTcrcnt parts of Kashmir and Indıa. In these circumstanccs, if you agree, then 
I should like to rcleasc the correspondcncc at an appropriate moinent. 

I nccd hardly say that 1 apprccıate very mudi iııdced the assurances gıvcn by 
Your Fxccllcncy and that the matter is rcccivmg Your Exccllcncy’s earnest consideration. 

Yours sinccrciy, 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 


* 4c 


M. A. Jinnah. 

Vjceroy's Camp, 
Simla. 

23 Septmber, 1943 


Thank you very much for your Jetter of the J5th September in rcply to my Iclter 
of September the 7th. As you say I did not think it necessary to put any spccıal marking 
on my Icticr to you, the correspondcncc belwccn us being pcrsonal in eharaeter and no 
suggestion having been madc by you that you wcrc anxjous or might be anxious io publish 
any rcply from mc. I apprccıate what you say in your Icttcr, but I should prefer that the 
correspondcncc should romain as pcrsonal bclwccn us and should not be given to the 
Press. 


As 1 anı on tlıis subject 1 might add that 1 understand that His Hıghness the Maha* 
r.ıja of Kashmir has now appointcd a commission to consider and report upon l'ıc \vhole 
guestion of “Reforms” in îhc Stalc. 





* 


Yours sinccrciy, 
Linlilhgo\v 


Mount Plcasaut Road, 
Malabur Hill, 

Bombay. 

30 September 1943. 


Your Escellcjjcy, 

1 am in rcceıpt of your Icttcr of the 23ıd of September 1943 and 1 thank you for 
ıı. I must sa> that apart from the question of my rclcasing the correspondcncc, your Icttcr 
under repîy is somcwhat disappoınting. 



With regard to your giving mc Information that His Highncss thc Maharaja of 
İCashnıir has now appointcd a Comınissioıı to consider and rcport upon thc wholc qucs- 
tion of Reforms in thc State (this) was alrcady known to mc and onc of thc gricvances 
is with regard to thc pcrsonncl of thc Commission amongst others relating (o this Coramis- 
sion, bul far more scrious situation is ereated by thc preseni adminıstration and Kashmir 
Authoritics in the day-lo-day Administration and thc way in which thc Muslims are treated 
thcrc. The accounts that I havc rcccivcd Icad mc to bclicvc that tlıc preseni situation is 
intolerable unless somc rcsponsiblc independent and impartial hcad of thc Administra¬ 
tion takes eharge of thc affairs of thc Kashmir Administration. Ill-trcatmcnt, oppression 
and tyranny to thc Muslims is rampant and this nıatter rcquircs your ımmcdıatc attention. 
I gathercd from your Ictter of thc 6th September 1943 that you wcrcfully alivc to thc wholc 
situation and procccdcd to state “/ can assurc you furthermore that thc wholc situation 
will contınuc to receivc my constant attention and I hope that thc doubts to whıch you 
havc given cxprcssion about conditions in thc State vviil prcscntly be totally rcsolved". 

In conciusion, I should lıkc to draw your attention to thc fact and you must 
havc observed that my letter of thc 23rd of August and subscqucnt letters are addrcsscd 
to you in your ofhcîat capacity as Viceroy and Govcrnor-Gcneral of India, howcvcr, as 
you prefer that thc corrcspondcncc should not be rcleased I havc refrained from doing so 
at any rate for tlıc preseni. 


Vours sinccrcly, 
M. A. Jinnah 

♦ ♦ i 

SIR KOGER LUMLEY 


(Confldcntîal) Government Housc, 

Ganeshkhind, 

July 20. 1941 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah. 

His EM'L-ileııcy thc Viceıoy has asked nıo to Ict you kuow his ıntcntions on the 
matlers \vhich foIiow. I had hoped that I wouId be able lo see you myself in order that 
I might convey this message to you pcrsonalij, as vs as his desire; but unforlunately, novv that 
I am jn a positıon to givc you thc message, I am not cntircly ht, and I anı, therefore, writing 
to converv it to you by this letter, whk:h l anı scndıng down to Bombay by spccial mes- 
senger 


The Viceroy has continued to havc very much in nund thc wholc situation in 
regard to thc war effort and thc assocıation oF non-official opinion wilh the prosecution 
of the war. The obstacics. hovvevcr, to any scttlcment on thc hasis of thc complete offer 
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of August Jait, which cmcrgcd so cicarly during the dîscussions last autumn, stili cxist, 
to his vcry grcat rcgrct, as thc last fcw months and the rcactions to thc Sccrctary of State's 
statement in thc Housc of Commons on Apn'I 22 havc madc cicar. 

Jn these circumstances, it is cqually dcar that he cannot look for that degree 
of support from thc majör partics, for thc proposals cmbodicd in thc August offer, which 
he desires. Ncvcrthclcss, thc burden of the conduet of thc war on the Central Govern¬ 
ment has grcatly incrca'-.cd, and, for administrativc reısons, it is csscntial to procecd with 
somc incrcasc in thc membership of thc Viceroy^s Council within thc terms of the August 
o/Tcr. The Viceroy, accordingiy, ıs anxi*>us that you should kııo\v that he is now, \vith 
thc approval of His Majesty’s Government, crcaling fıvc nevv portlblios. 

These nc\v portfolios and thc naıııcs of thc gcntlcmcn by whonı they havc been 
ucccptcd arc as rollows: Supply—Sır Hoınİ Mody; Information—Sir Akbar Hydari; 
Civil Dcfcncc -Mr. Raghavcndra Rao; İndians Overseas—Mr. Aney; Labour—SirFiroz 
Khan Noon. 

The Viceroy wüiıld also Jjke you to knûw that he proposes to fiil thc vacancies 
arising in thc portfolio of Law whcn Sir Zafrulla Khan goes to thc Federal Court, and 
in the portfolio of cducaticm \vhen Sir Gîrja Shankar Bajpaî takes tıp a mission overseas 
by iKc appointmcnt of Sir Sultan Ahmed and Mr. Sarkar. 

İn addition, thc Viceroy docs not feci thııt, bccausc of thc difficulty in sccuring 
thc support of thc majör political parties, it is possiblc to dclay fıırthcr thc morc aetive 
association of non-ofHcial Indian opinion with thc prosccution of thc \var. 

He is accordingiy cstablislting vvith thc approval of His Majcsty's Government, 
a National Defcnce Council. This Council wıll cousist of somc 30 members, nine of whom 
wjll be dr.'Mvn from Indian States. 

The Viceroy regards it as csscntial that thc Grcat Müslim community should 
be represented on that Council by persons of the highcstprominencc and capacıty. Kehas 
accordingiy invitcd thc Premier of Assam, Dengal, the Punjab and Sind to scrvc as members 
of it, and he has ettcııdcd invıtations also to cerlain ollıcr prominent Mııslims, such as 
Sir Mahomed Usman. 

He has considered whctlıcr he should ınvite yem to Ici İtim havcany sııggcstions 
as tü possible pcrsonnel for this Council, but bcing awarc, as he is, of your general attitude, 
he has conciudcd that it would be prcfcrable not to embarrass you by invitıng >oü to make 
suggcstions. 

It is Intcnded that an announecment about the^c changes vvili be madc on the 
ınorning of Tuesday, July 22, and thc Viceroy is anKİous that you should havc through 
mc this advance Information of what is proposed. I vvouLd havc much preferred lo have 
given you this message orally, but this Icttcr contains the substance of it. 
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T hopc that you Kııvc aovv fully recovcrcd from your ıcccnt ilinoss. 


Yours sincerely, 
Rogcr Lumley. 


♦ * + 


Dombay, 

July 21, J94I 


Dcat Sir Rogcr, 

J am \ı\ rcccipt of yoıır Iclter of July 20, 1941, \vhich cnıbodics tl\c mcssugc of 
His Excellcncy the Viceroy. \ dccply regrct thc dccison takcn by him \vith thc approval 
uf Ffis Majcsty’s Government. I appreciate whcn hc says that he docs not wish mc to 
makc suggeslions, knowing, as lıc docs, not ouly my general altiludc but that of thc 
All-Tndîa Muslİm Leaguc. 

Further 1 cannot approvc of his having ınvitcd thc Mudiin Leaguc Premiers or any 
otheı Muslrm Lcagucr under thc seheme of thc cxpansiorı of thc Viceroy's Council as ndl 
as what ıs now callod Ihc National Dcfcucc CoıınciL betause it is obvious that ıt would 
embarrass thc Muslini Leaguc organisation. And I do hopc and trust that His Exccllcncy 
will avoıd such a contiııgcııcy. 

Besides, İt is hardly fair or proper ihat they shonld be approachcd by His Lx- 
ccllcncy över thc hcad of rhc Presıdent and thc Execulive of the AlUndıa Muslini Leaguc, 
knosving fully v\cll Ihc posiüon and thc rıUitudc that thc All-Tndia Müslim Leaguc has 
adopted. 


İl is stated jrt his message that thc \Jccroy regards ıt as essential that thc great 
Müslim community should be represented by persons of the highest prominence and capa- 
cıly. Woııld it be crcditablc for any indıvıduat prominent or capablc Müslim belonging 
to an organisation to accept Ihc invitation contrary to thc positson and thc attitude takcn 
up by thar organisation, and ısould it do any eredit to Government if ihcy succced in allur- 
ing him and create a brcach m thc organisation, in thc hopc that he may throw up his 
allegiancc to thc party to \v'ıich he bclor.gs in order to acccptihc invitation of His Exccl- 
leııcy. 


1 maiııiain that the great Muslini community is represented authoritatıvcly only by 
thc All-India Müslim Leaguc organisation. Pc»^istc;ıcc in this course wıll not improve 
malters, hut on thc contrary it will load to bittcnıcss on thc part of thc Müslim Leaguc, 
which up to thc present moment, fortunatcly, docs not cxist, ho\veVcr emphatically wc 
havc dîsapprovcd of thc policy ıvhieh has been pursiıod by His MajestyN Government 
and thc Viceroy. 
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Bcforc 1 conciudc I am cxtremely sorry to hcar that you arc not wcll and I hopc 
that you will soon rccovcr from your illness. 

Thanking you for your kind inquncs, 1 am now much bcttcr. 


Yours sınccrciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* ♦ t 


Gancshkhınd, 
July 22, 1941 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you for your IcLtcr of July 21, thc contcnts of which I havc passcd on to 
tlıc Viccroy. T am glad to hear you havc rccovcrcd. Thanks for your kind ınquiry, I am 
mudi betîcr. 



RT. HON’BLE RAMSAV MacDONALD 


Yours sinccrdy, 
Roger Lumicy. 


Dear Mr. MacDonald, Junc 19, 1929. 

Further, you know in thc receııt pubiication of the mcmoirs of Lord Curzon, 
] think, it ıvas discovcrcd that therc was somc diffcrcncc of opînion as to thc sıgnıhcancc 
of thc words which wcrc hnally adopted in the declaration of August, 1917 bctween Lord 
Curzon and Mr. Montagu. Along with this Ihc policy of thc Government of İndia and 
His Majcsty's Government since 1924 in turning a dcaf car to ali reasonablc demands had 
Icd almost every political party to comc to the conciusion that there is no hopc of getting 
any fairplay and thus therc is a seetion in India that has already declarcd in favour of com- 
plcte mdependence, and I maytell you without cxaggeration that Ihe movement for inde- 
pcndence is gaıning groııııd. as it supported by the İndian National Congress. 

This bcing a short sumnıary of thc position, 1 would most carncstly urgc upon 
you at tlıis moment to persuadc His Majcsty’s Government vvithout dclay to makc a dccla- 
ration that Grcat Brilain is uncquîvocally plcdged to the policy of grantmg to India full 
responsible Government with Dominion status. The elîcct of such a declaration will be 
very far-reaching and go a great way to create a different atmospherc in the country and 
wili be a very sefere antidote to thc movement for independcnce. But, here again, I must 
admit, in the words of the Viccroy, that vve must not forget that aetions arc held more 
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povvcrful than words- Naturally, Ihcrcfore, the next quc&tion that prescnts itself to ali think Jn 
men is what aetion or netions should be laken, and may T quotc again from the same spccch 
of Lord Trwın. That is what he says: 

Mı would sccm evident, hovvever, that vvhat ali pcoplc must desire ıs a solution 
rcaçhcd by mulual agrecment bctwecn Great Britain and Jndia, and that, in 
the preseni circumstanccs, the friendly collabortion of Great Britain and India 
ıs a rcquisitc and indispensablc conditionto obtain ıt. On the one side it is as un- 
profitablc to deny the right to Parliament to form ıts free and deliberate judg- 
ment on the problems as it vvould be short-sighted of Parlıamcnt to underrate 
the importance of trying to rcach a solution vvhîch might carry the willing assent 

of polîtical India.’ 

May I suggest a solution, whıch I think would most probably be acccptablc to 
India. His Majcaty’s Government before they formulate their proposals and after they 
are in rcccipt of the Simon Commıssion Report and the vjcws of the Government 
of India, and so, bcfürc they formulate their proposals, should invite representatives oF 
India, who \voiikl be in a position to deliver the goods, (because conıpletely unaniraous 
opinion in India ıs not possıblc at present) to sit ın conference with them \vith a vıew to 
rcaching a solution vvhich might earry, to usc the \vords of the Viceroy, the ‘wij|ing assent 
of the political India.’ If such an mvitation eomes directly from the Prime Minister on 
behalf of His Majcsty’s Government, I feci that it Will be ırresistiblc, and ıf such a con- 
fcrcncc İs hcld \vith men \viio are in the front and the foremost rank of poJitıcal India, 

I am not uniıopcful that a solution may be reachcd satisfactory to Great Britain :md 
India. 


Will you, ılıerofüre, coıısıder tlasc proposals of mine \vith the çare and attcntioa 
that you can gİvc them. In short it conıes to thıs (i) dcclaration of policy, (.2) rollüwed up with 
an invitatîon from His Majcsty\ Government with a vıew to arnvıng at an agreement 
as In the l'uturc constılution of India before His Majcsty's Government formulate any 
dcfinıtc proposals and placc them hefore Parliament. His Majc^ty's Government \vill be, 
as I havc said before, anned alıcad} \vith the Simon Report and the Govcrnıncnt of India 
flispatch on iı, boîh of them, I as^^ııııe, vvil! nol be satisfactory. 

As to İliç pcrsonnel of th<' repıcsentatıves ol India to be mvited you may wcll ask 
nic by vvhat method are wc to get »hem. I have very Cflrcfully tonsideraçd the pros and 
cons and 1 have comc fo the conclusnm that ıf vvo are lo clect our representatives in the 
Asscınbly and toııfinc ourselves to the members of the Asscınbly, tlıcre are men outsidc 
the Assembly vvhosc pre':encc vvould be indıspcnsable for a conference of the kind I am 
contonıplating. On the other haiıd, if ıt ı> throvvn öpen to non-members, ıt might lead 
to a great dcal of can^ assing and rivalry and wc may not get the pcrsonnel wc may desire. 

I think you yourself are fairly vvcll ncqüaiııtcd vvıth the names of promıncnt political Icaders 
in India. But besides that His Exccllcncy the Viceroy, I think, by uovv knovvs pretty well 
vv'ho ıs vvho in the political vvorki of India and further the members of the Government of 
India vvould be able to guidc you. ıf necessary But you mıısl take ııpon yourself to invite 
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such men as you may be advised to go över to London and confer with Hjs Majcsty’s 
Government and sit in confcrence with thc Cabinet. Of course, thc number should be, 
as frir as possiblc, not very Jargc. T should restrict thc number to about fıftccn. 

This blıortiy is thc seheme vvliich 1 would put before you, and I havc no doubl 
that you wjll givc your earnest considcralion to it. 

Wilh best vvishcs, 

Yours Sınccrciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

4 * ♦ ^ 

MASHRIQf, ALLAMA İNAYATÜLLAH KHAN 

Felegram dated April 28, 1942 to Quaiı1-c-Azaın. 

E.x-prcıuicr Rajagopalacharia also Editör Snnivasan suggcst, in thcır nıcssagcs 
of 22nd, my mediation betvvcen Lcaguc and Congress conccmıug United dcaıand National 
Government. Moment crilical, Unity essential. Do you agree ıncduition.? Inayatullah Khan. 

Telegram dated May 5, 1942 to Quaîd-e-Azanı. 

My teicgram dated 2fith AprıI unrcplıcd. Can you state mmımum condıtıons 
for United demand for National Government? Do you approvc actıvc coopcration of 
Khaksars \vdh Rajagopalacharia.” Inayatullah Khan. 

* • 

Telegram dated May 11, 1942 to Allama Mashrjgi, 

Your telegram 5th May. My appeal to Khaksars is to jonı and support vvholchear- 
tedly Lcaguc policy at this critıcal Juneture. Not possiblc discuss terms unıtcd demand as 
reque5ted by means correspondence—^Jinnah. 

♦ ♦ ^ 

Telegram dated May ]6, 1942 to Quaid-e-Azam, 

Your telegram lllh May. Assuıe you Khaksars' unflınching support every 
endeavour Müslim Lcaguc for İndia’s complcte indcpcndcnce. Müslim —Hindu unity, 
United demands, unıted private proıection of evacuces. Fıx date discussion terms united 
demand Ncw-Delhi.— Inayatullah Khan. 

* * )(( 
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On 12th June 1942, the folloNving message was brought m writing from Bombay 
by Dr. Haji Aslam Chishti from Quaid-e-Azam. 

“I rcccived Allama Mashriqi’s telegram today. My clear reply is that until the 
Congrcss tentativciy wjthdraws the '‘Allahabad Rcsolutıun” how can attention be givcn 
to thcsc proposals. If the Congress withdraws this resolfition, I am prepared to negotiate.” 

* * « 

Telegram dated June 19, 1942 to Quaid-e-Azam. 

Abulkalamazad and Jawar[alnehru both vvrite CKpressing uncquLvocal immediate 
frJendly scttlcment, Prepared calling vvorking committce meeting for sclcction represen- 
Tativc after your agrccability Your insistence in message through Hajı Aslam Chisthı with- 
dravval Allahabad Resolution mere tcchnicality. Unnecessary. Yourself responsible delay. 
Beseech immediate agrccment -Tnayatullah Khan. 



* 


* 


Telegram dated June 25 , 1942 to Qaaid-e-Azaın. 

Congratulations Jinnah Rajagopalacharia Mcelmg. Fcrvcntly urgc tangiblc 
results—Inayatullah Khan. 

♦ ♦ * Lahore. 

Dtar Mr. Jinnah, J8th March, 1944 

I havc İcarnt just this mınute that you aıe m Lıhorc and attending some occasion. 
Events of the past some months have made you causc a breach betvveen the Khaksars and 
the Munİİpi League and I havc yet to know iFI am to blame For that. My conviclion is that 
Mussalmans and Hmdus must comc to an understanding at this critical moment, in order 
to gam Pakistan as wcll as ındcpendencc for India; but you in your fury are losing these 
prccious moments amidst despair and inaetion. 

I am. öpen to convi«.oon if you can convince me otJıersVise. You told Khaksars 
in Ouetta that I slıould have ^vntten to you or met you if I thought you were mistaken. 
f havc persistenly vvritten and do vvrite again. I shall be pleased to meet you if you come to 
Ichhra, but if my lıumble invitalion docs not suit you I do not feel at ali small if I comc 
over to you. 

Plcase Ict me knovv per bcarer as 1 think we must comc to an agreement. 1 hope 
you are vvcil. 

1 am & c 
Inayatullah Khan 
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I8th March, 1944 

Dcar Mr. İnayatullah KKan, 

l am in rcceipt of your Icttcr of thc I8th of March, latc last night, and f rcgrct 
vcry ınuch indccd to note that you havc thoughl iît to accusc mc for having causcd thc 
brcach betvvccn the Khaksars and thc Müslim Leaguc and fıırther you convcy and insinuate 
that I am, to usc your own CAprcssjon. ’'in my fury’* opposcd to Hindu-Muslim undcr- 
standing under any circumstanccs. Thcre ıs no truth whatsocvcr in thcsc alJegations 
that you makc against mc, and you should kno\v that thcrc is no justification for il. I 
havc repeatedly madc my position clear by my statcments and spcechcs that havc bccn broad- 
cast in the press. 

Howevcr, as you say you arc öpen to convıction, may I draw your attcnlıon to 
thc fact that now, the Ali-India Müslim Lcaguc has appointcd a Committcc of Action, 
in whom are vested ali the povvcrs of organising thc Müslim Leaguc, and rcqucst you to gct 
in touch wjth the chairman, Nawab Mohamed İsmail Khan, whose addrcss is Mustafa 
Castlc, Mcerut, U,P. or thc convencr, Nawabazada Ljaquat Ali Khan, whosc addrcss is, 
8B, Hardingc Avcnuc, Ncw Delhi as thcy arc frcc from accusations and rchections that 
you havc cast on mc both in Ihis IcUcr under reply and by your prcvious wntıngs and 
statcments that you have issued to the press heretofore; and 1 hope that ın that atmosphere 
thcy may bc ablc to convmce you that the policy and thc principles and thc programme 
of thc Leaguc arc in thc best interest of Müslim India. I am mformed that thc full Com- 
mittec of Action is going to mcet at Delhi on thc 25lh instant. I am rcicasing this letter 
to thc press as I noticc that you havc already published yours without w:ıitıng for my reply. 

Yours smcerely, 

M. A. Jjnnah 


* 


* 




Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 


Lahore. 

19th March, 1944 


Your reply îo my letter of last night rcccivcd after much persuasion after 16 
hours, settlcs that I am not to blame for not mceting you for an underslanding betwecn 

thc Mussalmans and thc Hindus or even betvvccn the Mussalmans themselves. My asser- 
tion, therefore, that >ou made an attempt to cause thc brcach betvveen the Khaksars and 
the Müslim League stands truc. Plcasc rcconsidcr thc position in vvhich you have involvcd 
yourself by this rcfusal. 1 can assure you that thc Khaksar is not against thc Muslini League 
in spite of evcrvthing that has happened. 


Your reference to the ''Committcc of Action'’ as having been given povvcrs to or- 
ganise the Müslim League is mot amusing as this means that you consider Müslim League 
to bc a disorganısed body so far. 1 assure you that thc disorganisatJon is solely due to your 
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inaction and dcspair also if I may add to thc cxpcctant scntimcnts you arouse at the shovvs 
you make in public and thc high words you givc to them. I can rcspectfully assure that 
Ihc Mussalman public is tired of ali this. 


I havc askcd you to reconsidcr youı dccısion noı to mect mc, but I confess here 
that I shall bc onc of your Iicutenants if you show real action. As regards your “Com- 
mittcc of Action” 1 shall ccrtainly givc my bcst attention to it if it shows any action. 


As a last vvord I can on'y say that if you as thc Quaid-c-Azanı of the Mussalmans 
of İndıa do ııot show any real action in thc matter of Hindu-Muslim undcrstanding or 
in gelling Pakistan for thc Mussalmans I shall bc compelled to thc conciusion that tho 
Mussalmans of India must İcave you alonc and try thcir luck clscvvhcrc. 


Wjth bcst cxpcctatıons that I shall gct a morc prompt reply. 

1 am & c., 


İnayatullah Khan. 


•«c i* 4ı 


Lahore. 

Jst Augusl, i944 

Dcar Mr. Jınnah, 

Aftcr an\ious and paticnt momcnts of thc last ft\v wccks whcn I fınally wroto 
to you, I ha\c my ınost sinccrc apprccıatıon that you havccomc rorward to alter the dcstıny 
of fndıa to somcthing betler, hovvevcr lııtle, and I assure you again that I, along wjlh 
evcry Khaksar that is in the Iand,wıU vvork wiıh you in thc fiili spiril of loyalty and Fricnd- 
ship for thc achicvcmcnt of Pakistan, and consequeııtly, thc indcpcndence of India. 

I Jclibcıııtcly ask my pardon for thc harsh words spokcn bolh in public and in 
jny lettcıs to you, as I fcel intcnscly dclighted ovcr the vvords you uttcrcd m Rawalpındi 
that you vverc ıvoıkıng for thc IVecdonı, not only of 10 crorcs of Muslims but of 30 crores 
of non-Muslims as \vell. I can only say that thc ulterancc wiil stand out as a pledge of 
your sincLTİty to India in thc grave talks thai aıc coming, Mr. Gandhi is to bc congratulatcd 
no Icss for the bold and frank lettcr that lıc has writlen and 1 am scnding u telegram of 
profüund thankfulncss to him today. I am a-so \vriting to him but thcsc movcs have already 
cleared thc tense atmospherc that c\isted and 1 assure you that Hindus and Muslims are 
morc rcady for an undersUnding today Ihan Ihcy wcrc ever before. 

I have purposeiy refaıncd froın saying anyıhing concerning the formuU put 
forvvard by the cx-Prcmicr of Madras, chicfîy hccausc you \vere sileni, bul also bccausc, 
as I told you, I was determined to bring thc matter of your meelıng wıth Mr. Gandhi to 
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a tangible conciusion. You are shrewd enough to scc through ıt yourscJf, but as far as 
the Khaksars are conccrned no stone will be Icft unturned in order to bring your 
conversations with Mr. Gandhi to the successful conciusion that cvery soul in India 
demands. May God help you and Mr. Gandhi as weH. 

On this serious occasion in the history of İndıa I am proposing to order a bateh 
of Khaksars to reach Bombay and shall if possîble, reach Bombay myself for the purpose 
of begging you and Mr. Gandhi with folded hands to reach a suitablc settlcment satisfactory 
to both partîcs. I have no doubt that a sctdcmcnt is bound to bc reachcd with these gocd 
beginnîngs on both sides and that you as wen as Mr. Gandhi ^vill appreciate the reaching 
of this mixed bateh of Hindu as wcll as Müslim Khaksars at the time of your conversations. 

I am writing to M. Gandhi also tu the same eifect. 


Yours sinccrly, 
İnayatullah Khan 




4 




SIR MİRZA İSMAİL 

In early part of 1941 Sir İbrahim Rahimtoolalı conveyed his seheme to Sir Mirza 
İsmail vvhich was in favour of a unıtary system of government for India. Sir Ismaii jn 
rcply advocated Federation. In the course of further correspondcncc, Sir Rahimtoolah 
suggested that a confercnce be convened consisting of the most prominent politıcal İcaders 
in India. He wrote: “Before you flnally decide this ıssuc it appcars to mc that the best 
course would be for you to send confidentially a copy of my lettcr to Mr. Gandhi and to 
Mr. Jinnah asking them vvhether they approve of the idca, whethcr they would advise you 
to cali this confcrence or whethcr they would attend it in thcir individual capacity ’* Both, 
Quaıd-e-Azam and Mr. Gandhi, disagreed wıth the supgestions. 


Bangalore, 
JuJy 14, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I hope you will forgive ıny troubling you with a request. I enelose copies of corres- 
pondence betwecn. Sir İbrahim Rahimtoolah and myself on the subject of the pohtical 
problem of India. in his last letter to me, dated the 7th July, of which also 1 enelose a copy, 
he asks me to consult you in regard to his proposal for the summoning of a confercnce 
to discuss this ^ueslıon. 


I am not sure If the suggestion appeais to you at ali, but I shall be glad if you 
wıll favour me wjth your views. 
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I have long held the vıew, aad have repealedly urged il on the attention of Mahat- 
ma Gandhı and other frıends, that a constıtuent committee should be appointcd ax the 
earliest possıble moment to formulatc proposals for the attainment by India of a position 
of cquality in the British Commonwealth of Nations a soon as practicable. That com¬ 
mittee would bc cssentialJy an Indian committee. The British Government would not 

come into it at ali. They would only be asked to consider its report after the termination 
of the war. 

The fint problem the committee would have lo solve, İF its labours wcre to bc 
successful, wouM be the communal one. Therc you would come in, and I feel that a 
committee oF this kind would afford the best chance of a solution of the problem, a 
solution which might be regarded as satisfactory hv ali parties. 

Othervvise, what is the alternativc? The preseni bittemess wiU go on mereasmg, 
resulting in unhappiness ali round and in the disastrous weak:ening of the country's posi¬ 
tion at a time when she should bc unitcd and strong. As 1 told you ın person the other 
day whcn you vverc here, I do not understand how anybody can object to recognızıng a 
patent fact, namely, the position of the Müslim Lcague as the only All-India organiza- 
tion whîch can spcak on behalf of the entİre Müslim popuiation of India. And you, as the 
unanimously elceted head of that organization, should be regarded as—and you really 
are—the only aceredited spokesman of the Müslim community. Your membership of 
the proposed committee would not militate against that position. I hope that you will 
give due considerations to ali aspccts of the qucstion and favour mc wıth your views. 

I am going to Poona for the Sapru Conference and mean to put forward the 
suggestion of a committee. So far, Sir Tej has shown no mclination to accepl it and 1 
doubt if anything wıll come of it. I am, of course, quite prepared for a disappointment, 
but I shall, neverthelcss, persist, convinced as I am that there is no better way of solving 
the Indian problem. 

Yours Sincerely, 



Mirza İsmail 
July 17, 1941. 


Dcar Sir İsmail, 

I am in rcceipt of your letter of the 15th of July, 1941, enelosing correspondenco 
between Sir İbrahim Rahimtoolah and yourself on the subject of the political problem 
of India. 

To begiu with I notice that you lwo fundamcntally differ as to the basis. Secondly, 
your letter is very sad reading inasmuch as you are again repeating your proposal and want 
me to agree to your being an inlennediary, to which, apart from the questıon of the merits 
and demerits of your proposal to form a committee, I cannnt agree. During the course 
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of our conversatjon at fiangalorc in May Jast» for various reasons which 1 pointed out 
to you that such a move on your part will be highly undesirable, you agreed and assured 
me that you vvıll not do anything in the matter. Since then, from your activities, I gather 
that you have broken your assurance to me. You know my views about the Sapru Con- 
fcrcnce, whîch wcrc broadcast in the Press not very long ago, and I do not want to say 
anything further vvhich raay hurt you. NcvcrtheJcss, I suppose, as a "nonparty man” you 
lînd that platform suitable to you and havc dccidcd to attend it; but of course 1 cannot 
approve of your dccision as in my opinion it is calcalated to harm the Müslim cause. 

1 am glad to note that you say, ”1 do not understand how anybody can object 
to rccognizing a patent fact, the position of the Müslim Leauc as the only All-India or¬ 
gan ization which can spcak on behalf of the entire Müslim population of India,” 1 also 
thank you for a great compliment that you have been plcased to pay me, when you say, 
"and you as the unanimously clccted hcad of that organization should be regarded as— 
and you really are—the only accrcditcd spokesman of the Müslim community.” 

In thesc circumstancos don't you think that you can do much morc useful service 
in joining the Müslim Leaguc and make your full contribution for the betterment of that 
great organization, now that you are free from the shackIes of your oiTice, for I wonder 
what you will achicve by attending Ihe ”Sapru Conference”. 

I am of opinion that it is the duty of every Musalman to join the Müslim League 
and help and guide the organization from withm and not to act as a super-individual leader, 
which is not only harmful to the causc of the Musalmans but India generally. 

Yours Sinccrciy, 
M. A. Jinnah 

• « * 

Baııgalore, 
July 23, 1941 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

1 have reccivcd your kind Icttcr of the 17th. You say that 1 am trymg to act as an 
mtermediary. 1 have no such intention, let mc assurc you, especıally where you are con- 
cerned. I wroto to you, as you wıll have scen from Sir İbrahim Rahimtoolah’s letter to 
me, simply at his spccial request. I would not havc thought of troublmg you otherwise. 
A rcqucst coming from a man of the high position of Sir İbrahim had to be 
complied with, and I am not sorry I did, as 1 feel I have pleascd him thercby, though I 
kncw full well that T would be displeasing you. 

You invite me to join the Müslim League. 1 w]sh 1 was in a position to do so, 
but, you will no doubt rcalize, my lifclong association with a Hindu Maharaja and my 
long service in a Hmdu State wlıere I have rcccived the most loyal co-operation from my 
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Hindu feIlow-citizcns throughout my officiai carcer, prevcnt me from idcntifying myself 
with a political organization which is avowedly anti-Hindu in its aims and objccts. My own 
endeavour will be to work—in so far as it Ues in my power—for communal concord, whilc 
safeguarding the Jegitimate interests of my own community to the fulicst extcnt, Your 
aim, too, is, unless 1 am much mistaken, not vcry diffcrcnt, though the policy you advocatc 
and the methods you adopt in carrying it out may not bc the same. 


As regards the Poona Confcrcncc, I am going therc sımply out of regard and 
aflcctiou of Sir Tej and you may rest assured that I am not iikely to say or do anything 
in the least İikely to do any harm to the Müslim cause, 

Yours Sincerely 
Mirza İsmail 



Dear Sir İsmail, 


I am in receipt of your lettcr of the 23rd of July, 1941, and I must most emphati- 
cally controvert your statement eharaeterizing the Müslim Leaguc as ‘'a political organı- 
zation which is avowedly anti-Hindu in ils aims and objects". That has grieved mc coming 
from a man of your position and understandîng and let me emphasise that ıt is not true. 
As to the rest of your Ictter I havc nothing to add to what I havc already said in my pre- 
vious Ictter of the 17th of July. 

Yours Sincerely 
M. A. Jinnah 



MOHAMMAD AKRAM KHAN, MAULANA. 

The “AZAD” 

86-A, Lowcr Circular Road, 
Calcutta. 

2nd September 1944. 

Quaid-i-Azam, 

I have the honour lo send hercwıth a copy of a seheme for the construetion of 
Eastem Pakistan State for your kind pcrusal. The seheme has been drafted by a friend 
of mine and this consiitutes the basis of the plan submitted by ray father (Moulana Md. 
Akrum Khan) to you already. 

Wc are greatly rclicvcd to hear of your recovcry from rccent indısposition. My 
father is stili keeping indifferent hcalth. 


With the best regards. 


Yours obedıcnlly, 
M. K. A. Khan 

* 
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Mount PJeasant Road, 
Malabar HiJJ, 

Bombay. 

llth Scptember, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Khan, 

I am in rcccipt of your son's leltcr of Septcmber 2nd, enclosing a copy of a scheme 
for thc construction of Eastern Pakistan State, and also of your prcvious Ictter, for which 
I thankyou very much. Plcascconvcy my thanks to your son for havingtakcnall this trouble. 

Hopmg you arc ali right. 


Yours sincerciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


* 


* 


The "AZAD” 

86-A Lower Cırcular Road, 
Calcutta. 

3lst July 1945. 

Dear Quaide Azam, 

As desircd by you, i beg to submit ıhe follosving names, m conncclıon with the 
Committee of Action, for your consideration:— 

J. Nawab Md. İsmail Khan Saheb. 

2. Janab Liaquat Ali Khan Sahcb, 

Janab Abdul Bub Nishtar Sahcb. 

4. Janab Shah Abdul Rawoof Sahcb. 

5. Sirdar Shaokat Hayat Khan. 

6. Janab H. S. Suhrawardy Sahcb. 
or 

Janab Haşan Ispahani Sahcb. 
or 

Janab Khawaja Nazcmuddın Saheb. 

7. Nawab Sıddiq Ali Khan Sahcb. 

Yours Sinccrely, 


Md. Akram Khan. 



Azad Munzil, 
Pathar Chati 
Madhupur. 

22nd August, 1945. 

My dear Qaid-i-Azam, 

I dcspatched an important Icttcr to you from Calcutta m thc last weck: of July, 
But 1 have not receivcd any reply or acknowlcdgcmcnt from you. 

1 shall bc much oblıged if you kindly let mc know vvhcther thc abovc mentioncd 
lettcr reached you or not? 

Prayıng fur your good hcalth and long life 

Sınccrcly yours, 
Md.Akranı Khan. 




* 


27th August 1945. 

Dear M^aulana Sahıb, 

I am extremcly sorry that I was not ablc to reply to your Ictter earlier, as, to begın 
witlı, I was really ili and ıt is only for thj last few days that 1 am fecling fit to attend to my 
work. 1 havc rcceived your lelter and your reminder of 26th August and it is reaWy very 
diflîcultfor me to advisc you on the matters referred to ın your Ictter, from this distance. 
Of course laın very grateful to you for thc Services that you have already rendercd to thc 
Müslim Lcague and 1 was very proud to havc you as a member of the Working Committee 
of thc Aü-India Müslim League, but 1 knaw your health is far from good and 1 shall be 
the last person to expcct you to do anything that may in way harm or endanger your health. 
1 wish you long life! 


Now it is really for lUe Provıncıaİ leaders tomanagc things in their ownprovmces. 
Ihavcuoıkedandputourpeopleonaclcar road. Thıs has laken seven years of very hard 
\vork T cxpcct no^v that those, who are in eharge of thc provincial organizations and ıhose 
who desuc to lead our pcople, should work in a team in an organized manner and sys- 
tematıcally carry on their owrk, Voıı ^.an wcll underçtanJ that it ıs very difîicult for me, 
as I say, from here, to gı\c advice, bccausc l cannot enter into thc dctaıls of your local 
conditjons, espccially, as 1 havc not becn to your Province for some time now. I do hope 
and pray that you wıll he better and I expcct cvcr>' Msulirn to do his bit. 


Yours sincerely, 


* « * 


M. A. Jinnah. 
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MÜSLİM CONFERENCE, ALL INDU 


Froın Secretary, Ali lndia Maslim Conference, to Mr. M. .A Jiıuıah. 

On bchalf of thc convcncrs I hcreby iuvitc you to attcnd The Ali lndia Müslim 
Confcrencc which wiU bc hcld in Delhi under thc presidentship of His Highness thc Aga 
Khan on Monday, 3lst Dccembcr 1928, at II a.m. in thc Fatehpuri Hail, Chandni Chowk, 
to consider thc Nehru Report. Kindly send your rcply to Hakim Muhammad Jamil Khan, 
Chairman of thc Rcccptîon Committcc, who is ineharge of ali arrangements. I need not add 
that this is a critical juneture in thc history of thc Musalmans and it is thc duty of cvery 
Müslim to contribute towards rcaching dccisions so vitally affeeting thc intere^ts of his 
community. I sinccrcly trust ihal you will makc cvery endcavour to attcnd even al a lilıle 
pcrsonal inconvcnienco. 1 cnelose herevvith a card of admıssion which may be sent back in 
casc you are unablc to atlend. Plcasc note that it ıs not trans Fcrablc. 

* 4i * 


From Mr. M. A. JJnnah to the Secretary, AH İndîa Müslim Confcrencc, 

dated 25th Noverober, 1928. 

I am Jn roccipt of your priated IcUer wıthr)ut any date and also your similar let- 
ter to thc Secretary of thc Ali fndia Müslim Lcaguc which is forwardcd to mc to dcal wiih 
it (sic.) as thc Prcsıdent of thc AIl lndia Müslim Lcaguc. In thc first place, thc represen- 
tatives of thc Müslim Lcaguc can only bc appointcd by thc Ali lndia Müslim Lcaguc, 
which cannot be done until thc session of thc Lcaguc with is fixcd for thc 26th. 27th and 
28th Dccembcr takes place, but before you c\pcct thc AH lndia Müslim Lcaguc or me 
to participato in thc proposed Confcrencc, you will admit that wc should havc soıne dehnite 
idca as to what procedure thc conveners propose to adopt and how will a dccision bc laken 
in Ihc cvent of there bcing a difTcrcncc and particularly thc method of voting in case of 
dilTcrcncc. Unless these mattors are placcd before mc in detail, it is not possible to consider 
thc cxact uscrulncss of the proposed Confcrencc. 

Further, your Icttcr says vaguciy that tho Confcrencc wiU consider thc Nehru 
Report. 1 should hke to know whcthcr thc conveners of thc proposed Confcrencc havc 
formulatcd any dcfinitc proposals wiıh regard to the Nehru Report which will be placed 
before the Confcrcmc for considcration. 1 would hke to draw tho attentiou of thc conveners 
that in Aiıy casc thc daic fıxcd, viz., 31st Dccembcr, is not likely to sccurc the attendance 
of a largc body of men who will bc in Calcutta durıng the Christmas wcck. My cxpericncc 
is that ufter thc 30lh and 3İst of Dccembcr, it is not possible for people to continuc as they 
havc to return to thcir respeetive provinces lo attcnd to theır respcctıvc business, as holidays 
then tcnTıinate and, ihcrcforc, the date is raost ınconvenicnt. 

İn conciusion, I waat to makc ıt clear that 1 do not accept that there is any rcason 
or occasion, at any rate at present, for a movc such as was thought of by the conveners 



in August last, and I think that every body should rally round the Ali Indıa Müslim 
Lcaguc. 


Plcasc Ict mc have an early reply as regards thesc matters which 1 havc brought 
to your noticc so as to cnablc me to placc your Icttcr \vith full dctaıls bcForc thc ncxt scssion 
of the Ali India Müslim Lcaguc for thcir decision. 

* • * 


Secretgry, Ali India Moslim Conference, to Mr. M, A. Jinnoh, 

dated 29tb Novcmbcr, 1928. 


I am in rcccıpt of your Icttcr of thc 25th mstant in reply to my two letters—onc 
inviting you to thc Ali fııdia Müslim Confcrcncc as a mcmbcr of thc Lcgjslativc Asscmbly 
and the othcr addrcssed to the Sccrctary of thc Ali India Müslim Lcaguc to send to mc 
the names of 20 rcprcsentativcs of the Lcaguc for this Confcrcncc. You have asked for 
infonnation on ccrtain points in conncction M'İth thc Confcrcncc which I havc much plcasurc 
in supplying to you. 

The conveners of thc Confcrcncc havc dccidcd to invıtc about 600 rcprcsentativcs 
belonging to ali schools of thnught The compositıon of thc Confcrcncc will bc as follows: 

Ali non-Official Müslim members of AUProvincıal Councils and thc Central Legis- 
laturc. 


lwcnly Müslim rcprcsentativcs from each of thc foIlowing organisalions. 

(a) The AH India Müslim League, Calcutta. 

(b) The Ali India Müslim Lcaguc, Lahorc 

(c) The AH India Khilaİ'at Conference. 

(d) The AH India Jaınîat-ul-Ulama Confcrcncc (sic.) 

Twcnty Müslim represenıativcs from cach of the provinces of India. 

Tn addıtion to thesc,othcr Icading Musalmans such as Dr. Ansan, Sir Ali İmam, 
Mr. Haşan imam, Mr. Yakub Haşan (Sit). and Maulana Abul Kalaın Azad have also 
been invited. 


As regards the procedure to bc adoptcd at ıhc Confcrcncc, I am quoting for your 
ınfonuation an çxtract from a telegram vvhich 1 havc reccivcd from H. H. Sır Aga Khan, 
thc Prcsidcnt-elcct of thc Confcrcncc, vvhich reads: 

'My object that general consensus of opinion amongst Muslims shouJd İcad to 
national policy vvhich can only come by give and takc of ali scetions of com- 
munity; please makc it as catholic a body as possibİe.’ 
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This will givc you an idea as to thc objcct with which the Confercnce has been 
convcncd. Evcry clTort vviJİ bc made to reconcilc di/fercnces of opinion on thc princJpJes 
(sic) of gıvc and takc, and ıt is hoped that thc qucstion of voting wil! not arise. It is uni- 
vcrsally rccogniscd that in the intcrcsts of thc political progrcss of India, it is cssentially 
nccessary (sic.) that Hindu-Muslim unity should matcrialisc in rcaiity. This is only possible 
if reprcscntatıves of the Müslim community as a wholc should mcct togcther and formulate 
their proposals. The Confercnce has been convcncd wıth thc objcct of rcaching decisions 
for promoting rcal intcrcsts of India as a vvholc of which the Müslim community docs 
not form an unimportant scetion, The platform thus providcd wiJI, il is bclicved, enablc 
ali shades of opinion to mcct on a common basis and rcach dccısions m a spirit of givc 
and takc. 


In answcr to your qucstion whcthcr thc conveners of thc proposed Confercnce 
havc formed definite proposals with regard to thc Nehru Report to bc placcd before the 
Confercnce for consideration, I havc to inform you that this has not been done and it is 
not proposed to do. so. You arc awarc that widely di/Tcrcnt vicws arc held by important 
scetions oF the Müslim community in regards to this Report. The conveners do not propose 
to act in any partîsan spirit by committıng themselves to any definite Iınc of action. 


Their carnest dcsırc ıs that ali Müslim reprcscntatıves should mcct to cxamiae thc 
problem from ali its aspccts and by free and frank c^ıchangc of vievvs to dcclarc in cicaı 
lerms the opmîon held by the Müslim community as a wholc on thc subject. 

As regards thc date of Ihc proposed Confercnce, thc conveners fixed thc 31 st 
December in deference to thc svishes of H. 11. Sır Aga Khan who, as you now, wıH pre- 
S'de. This is a critical Juneture m thc history of thc Musalmans and I havc ın my circular 
Icttcr alrcady appealed to them to attend even at a littic sacnfice. 


1 cannot agree wilh your vicw that there is al present no nccd of thıs Confercnce. 
The AH India Müslim Lcague, ho\vever important,ıs only üne of thc political organisations 
svhich wıU consider the pioposals. There arc two groups of İcadıng Mııslims.cach of whom 
claııns to spcak in thc name of thc AH India Müslim League. This Confcreııcc is orgau'sed 
with the intention of bnngmg togcther on one platform all political organisations in thc 
country and representative Muslıms in order to formulate, after maturc dclıberatıons. 
thc consıdcrcd Muslin vicws on thc problem now facing thc couniry. 


In conciusion I may that in my opinion a Confercnce organised on the Lines 
cxplaincd ıs morc lıkcly to be ablc to deliver thc goods than any individual organisation, 
however important.* 


*Report of tbe AJl India Mu&llm Conr«»rence held at Delhi on 31 December, J928 and Jst January 1929, 
compıled and published (by authonty) by Hafizur Rahman, Aligarb, n.d. xxıjj. 
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NAICKER, E. V. RAMASVVAMI 


Erodc, 

August 9, 1944. 


My deat Mr. Jinnah, 

I have bccn vvatchıng carefuUy iKe proccedings of Mr. Rajagopalachari’s formula 
t(>wards solving the dead-lock and your dcsire to rcccivc Mr. Gandhi at your rcsidencc in 
Bombay on your return whıch wil( probably be about the middic of August. It ıs vvelcomcd 
in politcıal circlcs. Though i have no full hope,therc are signs of change as our opponents 
have come forward thenıselves to scttie the Hındu-Muslim questıons, especially ın rela- 
tion to Cripp’s offer. 

1 nccd not say that Congrcssites arc cxperts ın twisting vvords, and to gıve occult 
sense. Thcy can say anything and give mcaning in whatevcr manner they think. Though 
we do not depend upon them, you know very well that we should be ^igilant and careful 
m the negotiations. 

It is clear that general clectıon wİth Muslims and Hindus as wcll as Aryans and 
Dravidians will gıve hardship to both of us. Kindly excase ine for remînding you about 
our discussions relating to Pakistan and Dravidastan .vlulc vvc wcre at Madras and Delhi 
and your assurance that you wouId plead for both questions as one. Here in South Indîa, 
1 considered both the questions as one and done my best to solve the problem as far as 
posslble. 


Yourself know very wcll that îhere could be no Pakistan and the mdcpendcncc 
of Müslim India uıUıl and unless indcpendcnce was achicvcd for the rest of the nations. 

With kind regards, 

Yours Sincrely, 




E. V. Ramasvvami Naicker. 


Bombay, 

J7th August, 1944 

Dcar Mr. Ramaswamı, 

1 am ın receıpt of your leltec of August 9, thank you for ıt. 1 have always had 
much sjmpathy for the pcoplc of Madras 90 per çent of whom are Non-Brahmins, and 
if they dcsire to establısh thcır Uravidastan ıt is entircly for your peoplc to decide on this 
matler l can say no more, and certainîy I cannot spcak on your bchalf. 

\ have madc the position clear to you and your colleagues when 1 ın -Madras 
more than once, but hıtherto I have noliccd that in your activitıcs you have becn undccisive. 
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If the peoplc of your province really dcsire Dravidastan, thcn it is for thcm to asscrt thcm- 
selves. 


I hopc that you will understand my position that 1 can only speak for Müslim 
İndia but you have myassurance that whcrevcr and whencver I have a say in the matter, 
you wili find me supportîng any just and fair daim or demand of any section of the peoples 
of india, and particularly the non-Brahmins of South india. 


Yours Sinccrcly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


« 


* 


NAWAB BAHADUR OF DACCA 
Telegrarn dated 13th SepCembcr, 1945 to Mr. M, A. Jinnah 

Wish to scc you personally inform whcre.—Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, 




♦ 


* 


Quctta, 

I9th Septembcr, 1945. 


Oear Sir, 

I am in receipl of your telegrams the last bcing daied I3th Scptcmber, which rea- 
ched mo here and I beg to inform you that the best course would be for you to scc Sir Nazim^ 
uddin lirst as I hope you ıviU understand that I don’t know e^aetiy your position. 1 therefore 
caanot, over the head of the Müslim Leaguc Party and its Icudcr, givc you an mtervicw, 
^hi<^h would be misundcrstood. Please therefore soc Sir Nazimuddin. 


Yours truly, 


M. A. Jinnah. 



To, 


37, McLeod Street, 
Calcutta. 

25th September, 1945. 


The President, 

Ali India Müslim Lcaguc, 

Dear Sir, 

I have the honour of sending you a telegram requcstiııg for an intervicw at what- 
ever place whirh you desire, so as to placc before you certain matters for your consıdera- 
tion and for the consideration of thc Ali India Müslim League Working Committee spe- 
cially so after the appeal which was made by you and 5ubsequcntly made by thc Secretary 
of tho Frovîacial Müslim League on similar lines, in your statcmcut you made ıt clear 
Lhat it was your desire that ali tho Mussalmans of India should stand solidly behind you 
and thc Workıng Committee on your demand for Takistan’ and thc Ali India Müslim 
League was the only organisation whıch represents thc vicw of thc hundred miMtons of 
Mussalman and at this moment ali personal quarrcl should be forgotten and every-one 
should work for the attainment of the Müslim Lcaguc goal. 

Tn response to my telegram, I have rcccived your reply, The latter portion 
of which I have not been able to understand according to thc Conslitution. The President 
of thc Provincıal Müslim Lcaguc is Ifead or Leadcr of thc Müslim League organisation 
in Bengal, and thc Müslim Lcaguc Parlıamcntary Party elect a Leadcr from amongst itccif 
for matlers rclating to Legıslative Works vvithin the Assembly & Council. At presentt Scc. 
93 is enfored and thc Icgislaturc is not in existancc. Ne-A» clcclions arc bcing held soon and 
for that purpose thc Provincıal Müslim League is holding a Mceting and crcating the Par- 
liamcntary Boaıd for running the cloctİonı? My reason for vvishing to scc you as you are 
thc Head of Ihc League Organisation was to place my point of vicw and placc certain facls 
nefore you soas you and thc VVorkıng Committee wouId bc able to get the vicws of some 
of us who have diflered many times with the Müslim League Parliamcutary Party in thc 
way the party had been run and ıf you and thc Working Committee had so desire after 
cnquicy had found that statement which I have made was substantially correct, then you 
would have scen that in futurc thıngs would not happen which wJll bring about a cleavage 
in Müslim rauks \a Bengal. 

I vvould earnestly and sıuccrelv appeal to you as the Lcader of the Mussalmans 
to give mc an opprtunity of a iııtcrvicw and pleading certain facts before you and if you 
fcel that after hearing me that my cause better, would be to place the same facts before 
the President of the Provincıal Mushm league or his Secretary, I shall most certainly do 
so. 

I remain, Sir. 

Yours very truly, 



Nasvab Bahadur of Dacca. 
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Mastung, 

5th October, 1945. 


Dear Sir, 

I am reccipt of your lettcr of 25th Scpteınber, 1945, and beg to inform you that 
I really don't know what is the Gxact posîtion between you and the Bengai Provincial 
Müslim League and also betvvecn you and the Muslin; League Party in the Bengai Legis- 
lature. You will apprcciatc that 1 cannot convey an ımpression that ( am hearing your 
case över thcir heads. I suggested that you should approach Sir Nazimuddin, who is the 
Leader of the Müslim League Party in the Bengai Asscmbiy. But you did bclong lo the 
Party önce and 1 haven't got full facts as regards any aetion havmg been taken against 
you, but undoubtedly, you can also see the President of the Provincial Müslim League. 
Failing to get any satisfaction from cither of these two bodics or thcir icaders, you can 
approach the Working Commıttec of the AİL-India Müslim League and place ali the facts 
before them and I havc nodoubt, that they wıll givc thcir best consideration to your case. 

Yours truly, 




« 




M. A. Jinnah. 


NAWAB BAIIADUR YAR JUNG 


2nd Seplember, 1941. 


Respected Quaid'e-Azam, 

First of ali accept my hearty congratulations about the great success of the Workiag 
Comraittee which has been soleJy due to your unrivalled and God given leadershıp. Not 
only you had been the cause of a historic victory for the Müslim Nation but also you have 
given such a great defeat to the British Governmcjıt the like of whıch cannot be found in 
the past political tug of war. May God givc you long life to lead the Musalmans of İndia 
for a very long time. 

1 did not troublc you before this, firstly becausc the problems here werc not fully 
settied. Secondly I did not want to divert your attention to any other direetion, during 
thıs magnifleent mectıng of the Working Committe. The developments uptodate arc as fol- 
lows: 


Afler your dçparture, the Councilkept under considerationfor ten or lwelve days, 
the draft apf>1ogy as suggested by you. İn beginning I got the information that they waated 
to amend it but in the caid it was acccptcd and Mr. Syed Abdul Aziz must have informed you 
to that effect. 1 had son\e objeetions regarding ıts translation hecause the translation that 



was done on bchalf of thc Government didnot carry thc full sense of yonr draft. Bat uUi- 
mately this issue was also settied through Mr. Sy&d Abdal Aziz, and yesterday my apoiogy 
was publishcd along with ıhe Firman of His Exalted Hıghness in the Gazette Extra-ordi- 
nary thc copy of which I am sending to you herewith froın a local paper. 

I made a mistake in not requeitmg you to prepare a draft of thc Firman of His 
Exaltcd Highncss also. This would have becn much better. Now thc Firman that has been 
publishcd along with my apoiogy is not wnttcn by His Exlatcd Highness, but its stylc shows 
that it has been wrıtten and submitted by thc Councıl. If you carefully cxaminc the sccond 
sentonce of thc Firman you wıll find that His Exalted Highness has attachcd quite a different 
meaning to my apoiogy and my assurance for thc futu re. Hovvevcr, this que3lion is hnished 
and now it ıs ımpcrativc that the Firman prohîbiting the participation of Maashdaran 
in politics shoulü be wjthdrawn. I have got thc thing movcd by thc Maashdaran Associa- 
tion and thc other Maashdaran wıil also follow süit. If you think proper plcase draw the 
attention of His Exalted Highness, and also plcasc wrıtc to Mr. Aziz. 

You said that after ıhc settlemenl of this qucstion you wıll also consider about 
thc appointmcnt of somc of thc ministers In tiıe Couucji thc post of thc Finance Member 
is vacant and Nawab Aqil lung Bahadur is also going to retire very soon. Therefore thc 
appointment of two ministers is under consîderation. Sir Akbar wanted that the present 
Finance Secretary, Lyaqat Ullah Khan should be appoinied as ıhc Finance Member. For 
this I hcar that hc has ahcady taken a promise from the Nawab of Chhatari. Lyaqat Ullah 
Khan docs not command popularity in any ciıclc here. He is Sir Akbar’s favourite. I wish 
to placc beforc you thc views of thc MajUs-c-Ittihadul Mushmecn, and after havingeon- 
sidered Ihem whatc>cr advicc you givc wiU be followcd. 

In thc opinion of the Majlis at least one member of the Majlıs should be gıven 
a chancc in thc ministry. I am from the very beginning against accepting office, and therefore 
my Majlis ımanimously approves of Moulvi Abdul Haşan Syed Ali, Advocate, as a minis- 
tef. The sccond name is of Mr. Fazal Husaın M.A.LL.B., Vakil. If under the present cir- 
cumstances it is not possible to takc m any member of thc Majlis-c-lttihadul Muslımeea 
Ihcn I wıll suggest two names from the retırcd officers of the State. The first name is of 
Nawab Akbar Yar Jung, who has been judgc of the Hıgh Court, and also the Home Sec- 
retary and is now practısing as an advocate- Hc had a very faır carecr. He is a capable 
man. You know him perfectly v eli.Beforc this when you came to appcar in a casc he was 
your assjstant. Last time at the tea party he siıting beside you and was talkıng to you 
for a long time. Hc. has a black bcard. 

The sccond name ıs of Nawab Alı Nasvaz Jung Bahadur who was the Chief Engineer 
before and now after having retircd is servmg as thc Consulting engineer. He would have 
becn a minister long before but bccausc of thc opposition of Sir Akbar Hyderi. Hc is a 
capable man. 

You may draw the attention of His ExaUed Highness ın whatcvcr way you UJce 
and ıf you like 1 wıll come to Bombay. 
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Now when the Nawab of Chhatari has complied with your order and has rcsigned 
from the National Defence Council, is it not possible if you draw his attcnHon towards 
some of tho more important Services as Secretary, Executive Council ete., that he should 
take the view of Majlis Ittihadul Muslimeen into consideration. 


The letter has become vcıy long and becausc I did not wish to tako into conGdenoe 
any one in conneetion with these issues that is why I havc WTİtten it in Urdu. I am sure 
Matlub wiil place its translation beforc you. 

pjeaso convey my and my wifc's salams to Miss Jinnah and please Ict me know 
about your health. 


* 


Yours sinocrciy, 
Nawab fiahadur Yar Jung. 

m 


Bombay, 

21st September, 1941. 

Dear Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 2nd of September 1941 and I am glad to note 
that you aro not satisflcd but pleased with the dccision of the Working Committco of the 
AU-India Müslim Leaguc regarding ihc serious crisis that wc had to face rccently wilh 
regard to the expansjon of the Viceroy*s Council and the constitution of the so-called 
National Defence Council 


Wıth regard to the other matters in your letter, they will reccivc my carcful consi- 
dcraüon, and I wilİ see what I can do in the nıattcr. In the meantime please let me have 
tho latest Information regarding the question of >vithdrawal of the Firman prohibiting 
the participation of Maashdars in polıtics. 


Hoping you are wcll. With best salams from Miss Jinnah and myself to Begüm 
Saheb and you 


Yours sincerciy, 


* 



« 


M. A. Jinnah. 

Hyderabad Deccan. 
3rd September, 1942. 


My dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

While at Bombay, J had introduced to you Dr.Abdul Hamid Qazi who was untîl 
recenüy a staunch Congressite and had subs€quently joined the League.l know him since 
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long as a vcry sincere and honest pcrson. His coıınection with the Congress was based on 
his own wrong convictions, unlike ccrtain others who arc there for pcrsonal gaîns or with 
trcacherous intentions. Dr. Abdul Hatnid Qazi has done his doctorate in philosophy at 
the Berlin University, has studied Law for two years at London and is an aceredited writer 
in Urdu and Englısh. He has been awarded a prize of 300 dollars for an essay, in an All- 
World Competition, by the Ncw Hîstoric Socicly of America. He is an expert in Islamic 
Literatüre and at the All-World Congress of Faîths in London, his speeches on Islamic 
Culturc and philosophy werc highly appreciated. 

1 am very happy to leam that you intcııd to convert the “Manshoor" into a daiLy 
paper. I am sure that Dr. Abdul Hamid Qazi would prove to be a very suitable editör for 
it; and thus wc could also kecp engaged a useful person, in good causc, so that his attraction 
for tho Lcaguc may dcvciop into a strong faith. 

Hoping that you arc very well and vvith salams to Miss Jinnah, 


Yours sincerely, 
Bahadur Yar Jung. 


* 


* 


« 


4thDecember, 1942. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

It pains mc to think that I havc been deprived of my privilege of due considera- 
tion to my letter by you; as scveral of my letters and a telegram remain un-an5weTed. 1 
anı fully awarc of your multifarious engngemeats and their greater importance, stili at times 
I cannot holp fearing that you may have causo to be angry with me. You havc every right to 
feci angry with me and not withstanding I fccl U my duty to keep you inFormed of my 
State of affairs. 

It was a source of jov and satisfaotion for me lo Icarn ıhat the Coımcil of the 
All-India Müslim Lcague, m their rccent sessıon at Jullunder, sympathised with tho Mus- 
lims of Kashınir. My joy was greater to Icarn through Mr. Mahmoodul Hassan Siddiqij 
Sccretary, All-India States Müslim Lcague that, at Jullunder, you cxpressed much interest 
m the States' problems and adviscd the Muslims of Kapurthala to sınk their mutual dilîe- 
rcnces and ünite under onc banner. Mr, Siddiqi is under impression that you believe the 
Central Office of the States Müslim League to be yet in an un-organised staic. WiLh great 
plcasure, I assure you, for your iuformation and satisfaction, that the Central office of tho 
All-India States Müslim Lcaguc has been very wcll orgauiscd at Nagpur. Inspitc of the 
lack of any financial contribution from the branehes, the monthly establishment charges 
of R». 15ü arc beıng met from my private pürse. Ali branehes are being communicated 
with and efforts arc being made to organise them ali. Some letters are stili being adrossed 
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to the States Müslim Lcague, by ignorant persons^ on its Delhi address. This may have 
led tho Nawabzada Saheb and yourself lo believe that the central ofiice is yet un-organiscd, 
Kindly order the oflicc of the All-India Müslim League to redirect ali such letters to Nagpur. 
During these four months 1 have visited Nagpur thricc and Mr. Siddiqi. on my expense 
has visited twelve States and has organiscd the l^aguc therc. İt was for this work of organi- 
sation that 1 had sent him to the Punjab also, wheTe he not only called the Puı^jab States' 
Conference at Jullunder, but also toured in Kapurthala, Faridkote, Malirkotla, Patiala, 
Nabha and Bahawalpur and submitted to em a comprehensive note on the conditions 
prevailing therc. 

The committee appointed in the Allahabad session of the States Müslim League, 
as advised by you, to cnquirc into conditions in the States was to have commenccd their 
tour in August alone. The programme had alrcady been circulated, but due to the ncw 
move of the Congress which disturbed the atmosphere of the States also it had to be post- 
poned. This committee, God williug, will soon start and wiil submit to you a detailcd report 
on the condition of the Muslims in İndian States.l trust that you wıU hnd this report quite 
comprehensive. 

Throughout the last three wccks I have becn continuously on tour and as such I could 
not fınd from Mr. Syed Abdul Azız or the Durbar whcther your opinion has been rcceivcd 
regarding the problem placed before you in Delhi, by us. Today, I have returncd fıom 
Nagpur and tomorrow I hope to find this out. If >ou have not been able to find time for 
this tili now, 1 bcseech you to kindly pay attention to this matter at your earliest. 

This mommg i learnt that Navvab Saheb Chattari vvas unablc to scc you at Delhi. 
For your Information, l had sent to you a note about the constitutional ehange İn Hyderabad 
which may bc of use to you only when the Government of Hyderabad refers the matter 
to you. 


Pray inform the date of your arrival in Bombay. Please convery my salaams to 
Miss Jinnah. With most sincere regards, 





Yours sincerely, 

Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung. 

Hotel Cecü, 

Agra U.P. 

lOh December, 1942. 


Dcar Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung, 

I have receîved your letter of the 4th December and I have not replıed to your 
letters and telegrams for the simple reasou that you asked me such questioas that it is 
not possible for me to answer in correspondence. 



As regards your telegram, you asked me when I was rcaching 3ombay. WeU, I 
don't know myself when 1 shall be arriving in Bombay. Pease don't think that I feci angry 
with you in any way.That is not possiblc. But I do fcel this that the States Müslim League un- 
der your Presldcntship is not workmg systematically. For instance, 1 have requested you 
a long time ago ıır>w, and the Gawalior people, to put your hcads togcther and submit to 
me an offîcial statement on the Gawalîor Muslims grıevances agaJnst the State and theır 
complaint. But ali this time nothing has becn done, and therc are many other things which 
I have more than oncc pointed out to you in our discussions. Yours ıs a great responsi- 
bility as President of the Ali India States Müslim League and 1 hnd there is no systematic 
and methodical working of the Organisation either administratively or otherwjse. 

Nawab Saheb Chattari saw me in Delhi but he did not mention anything about 
the note that you had sent to me regarding the constitutional small changes. 

1 hope you wıll not consıdcr at any time that 1 can ever be movcd by any feeling 
of anger, but 1 do fcel that things are not managed as they should be. 


Hoping you are well. With kindest regards. 


Yours sıncerely, 


M. A. Jinnah 


“Scafiled” 
Victoria Road, 
Karachi. 

20thJune, 1943 


Dear Nawab Saheb, 


I have rcceived the following telegram from the Abbotabad Müslim League:— 

‘‘CONFERENCE F1XED FIRST WFEK OF JULY PRAY ASK MAHMU- 
DABAD TO PRESIDEDIRECT BAHADURYARJUNG TO ATTEND POST- 
PONEMENT DETRIMENTAL LEAGUE CAUSE WIRE İNSTRUCTİONS— 
HAZARA LEAGUE”. 


İl is not possiblc for me to aftend this Confercncc m the first week of July as my 
programme has already becn fixcd tor Qurtla. If ıt is possible for you to go to this moment, 
it wıll give one more push to the Müslim Lcagut- in the N.W.F.P. Of course, I do not know 
whether you can do this havmg regard to Ihc ban imposed upon you. It is for you to con- 
sider whethcr you can manage. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sıncerely, 


M. A. Jinnah. 
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29th June, 1943. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I have feceivcd your kind letter of 20th June. I, myself, vvauted to acquaint you 
with thc conditions here. Since my return from Delhi, His Exaltcd Highness and his govern- 
ment have bcen dcliberating upon lifting thc ban imposed on me and restitution of my 
jagirs and honours. It is hotly whispercd that this is to be done on thc occasion of the birth- 
day celeberations. As I am taking no more interest in the matter, I have not tricd to know the 
detaiJs. However, the ban imposed on me stili remains. J am giving below, for your kind 
perusal, the text of the telegram received by me at Delhi regarding permîssion to speak 
from Müslim League platform. 

'‘His Exalted Highness thinks no signs of any modiheation m the Firman issued 

(Stop) But since you have renounced ali honours on your own accord now you 

have become a free man to do as you wish”. 

You had permıtted me to speak after seeing this and if you hold that, in the light 
of this telegram, 1 may deliver public lecturcs, T have not the İcast hesitation in visiting 
whichevcr place you order me to. 

Plcase inform mc as to vvhen you are visiting Kashmir. The Muslims of Kashmir 
and participate in their Confereuce. It would have been very convenient for me if the 
Abbotabad confcrcnce wcfe hcld in proximity to the Kashmir conferenec. 

With great regards and salaams fo Miss Jinnah, 


Yours very sinceıely. 


Mohd. Bahadur Khan. 







2, Lylton Road, 
Quotta. 

8th July, 1943. 


Dear Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung, 

Many thanks for your letter of 28th June 1943. I have read your letter very çare- 
fuUy and J have come to the conclusıon that 1 am not prepared to take the responsibility 
of asking you to go to N. W. F. P. for the purpose mentioned in my letter because I do 
not wish^that ıhere should be any serious confüct between you and His Exa1ted Highness. 
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With regard to my visiting Kashmir, it is not posaible for me to do so in the near 
future. I sec from the Press that their confercnce is taking place about the 24th of July. 
According to my present programme I shall be rcaching Bombay about the third week 
of July and from there I shall have to go to Delhi to attend the scssion of the Central Asscm- 
bly and there are many othcr matters which wiH rLijuire my presence there such as calling of 
the meetmg of the Working Committcc and the Councıl of the AU India Müslim League, 
about the fîrst wcck of August. 

With very kind regards and best of wishes from Miss Jinnah and rayself. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* * « 


Hyderabad Deccan. 
3rd August, 1943 


My dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

The bcarer Khan Bahdur Hakhshi Mustafa Ali Khan is a messenger from Amir 
Miilat Pir Jammat Ali Shah Saheb who has milljons of foUowcrs ali oıer India and ıs heJd 
in great esteem among them. He does not bclong to the category of KifaiihulJah, Ahmed 
Sared and Hııssaia Ahmed Madni. He has always kept his hands clean from any political 
intreague and is quitc content with his rchgious persuits. Every time that I had the occasion 
to see him, I found him very' generous in applauding you and possessing a deep regard 
for you. His preîts stateraent m conneetion \Mth the assault on you has caused a deepcr 
impression on his followers, among whom are people of high position and influence also. 
He sends through his messenger a Ictter and some presents to you. Among these ıs a man- 
useript Qur’an wrıtten in Medina is a shect made in Yemen of the type that was vety dear 
to Prophet Mohammad (P.P.U.H.). I requcst that you may kindly receive his messenger 
in your presence for a tew nıinutes and send hack to the Pir Saheb a letter of appreciation 
and thanks. İt would be very' useful to accord a warra appreciation to this sacred old man’s 
most sincere scntinıcuts 

Praying for your quick recovery and long life; wiih salaam to Miss Jinnah, 

Yours most sinoerely, 
Md. Bahadur Khan. 

« « • 
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llth August, 1943. 


Dcar Navvab Bahadur Yar Jung. 

1 have rcccived thc letter addressed to me by Pir Saheb and it was a very kind 
thought of him to havc sent me a copy of the Holy Qur*an Sharif, a sheet made in Yemen, 
one Janimaz made in Mcdina one Tashih and one Zamzami with Khan Bahadur Bakhahi 
Mustafa Ali Khan his special messanger. 

I am enclosing herewith a reply to Amir Millat Pır Jammat Alı Shah Saheb's 
letter which I hope you wıll forward to his proper addrcss. 1 was not good enough to re- 
ceive his messengcr but Miss Jinnah saw him personally and rcceivcd the presents. 

1 am speedily recovcring and there is no nced for any anxiety and 1 hope to be 
alright very soon, 

With saîaanıs from Miss Jnınah and myself. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* « * 

NEHRU, PANDIT JAWAHARLAL 

Lucknow, 

January 18, 1938, 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

] have read the statcment you issued recently to the press with çare. 1 am afraid we 
approach the questıon from differing viewpoints and 1 feel that your approach is not very 
helpful. But 1 entirely agree with you that an argument carried on through the medîum 
of the press is not desırable. İndeed 1 had decided not to issue press statements on the subject, 
but after your Calcutta speech, in which you mentloned my name and issued some kind 
of a 'challenge' to me, l felt that a public statcment was unavoidable. Hencc my statcment, 
in which l tned to avoıd unneccsary controvcrsy. 

You know perhaps that for some months past 1 have been m correspondence 
wıth Nawab İsmail Khan on this subject and 1 have been an^ious to find out what the points 
of difference and agreement were. I am afraid 1 do not know this yet and your last state- 
ment docs not help 1 would feel gratcful to you if you could kindly throw some lıght on 
this and let met knovv what exactly are the points in dispute which require consideration. 

I think this wiU help us ali and lead to an avoidance of needless controversy. We can then 
come to grips with the subject. As I have said in my last statement, y/e are eager to do 
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everything in our power to put an end to every misapprehcnsion and to endeâvour to solvc 
evcry problem that comes in the way oT our developing our publîc life along right lines and 
promoting the unity and progress of the İndlan people. 

1 am leaving for Lahore today. From there 1 go to the Frontier Province and 
retum to Allahabad in about ten days* time. Kindly addresa your reply to AUahabad. 


* 




* 


Dcar Pandit Jawaharial, 

I am in receipt of your Icttcr of the 18th January, 1938, 


Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehnı. 
Bombay, 

January 25, 1938. 


I must say that it is very difficult for me to understand it. 1 fail to see what you 
are driving at.Tt does not suggest any useful proposal of a concrete charactcr, besides re- 
approaching me and infonning me that *'we approach the question from differing viewpoin- 
points,” and you further say, **I feel that your aproach is not very helpful.” You furthcr 
refer to my Calcutta speech and say, ‘*in whîch you mentioned my name and issued some 
kind of a 'challenge' to me, I felt that the publîc statement was unavoidablo and henoe my 
statement,” But you do not cven aow givc me thepurport of my speech, and what was 
the Vhallenge’ which compelled you to say what you dİd in your statement whieh you 
considered unavoidable. 


I know nothing about your being in correspondence with Nawab İsmail Khan 
referred to in your lettor. 


Finally I note your request that I should let you know “what exacUy are the 
poinfs in dispute which rcquirc consideration.” i am glad that you agyce with me that 
the arguments camed on through the medium of the press are not dssirable. But do you 
now think that this matter can bc discussed, much less solved, by and through correspond¬ 
ence? 1 am afraıd that ıs equaUy undesirable. 


I may State for your Information that I roccivcd a letter from Mr. Gandhi, dated 
the I9th October. 1937, and I replied to him on the 5th November, ‘37, and I am stili wait- 
ing to hear from him. 


I reciprocate the sentiments eKpressed m the last but one paragragh of your letter 
at the end of it. 


Yours sincerely. 


M. A. Jinnah. 

• • • 
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Wardha, 

Fcbruary 4, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Your letter of the 25th Jaauary reachcd Allahabad on February Jst after 1 had 
left. It has been rorwarded to mc here and reached me yesterday. 

1 am sorry that my previous letter vvas difficult to undcrstand. My purpose in 
wrjting it was, as I stated, to fînd out what our poınts of difference and agrecment werc. 
Presumably there are points of difference as you have repeatedly criticised the Congress policy 
and practice. If these points of difference are noted down and our attention dravvn to them 
it wouLd make their consideration easier. İt is possible that some of them may be due to 
misapprehension and thîs misapprehension might be removed; it is equa]ly possible that 
some are morc fundamental and then we could try to hnd a way out or, at any rate, know 
exactly how and where we stand. When there is a conflict of opinion, a clarification of the 
opposing opinions is an essential prelımînary to their consideration. 

1 might mention some relatively minör matters which have apparentiy Icd to 
misapprehension. in one of your spceches you referred to being told by some one that a 
cheque for rupees hve lakhs was recently given to the Congress. 1 am not aware of this 
and presumably 1 ought to know. Indecd, to my knosvlcdge, no one has given even a ehe- 
que for Rs. 5,000 to tho Congress for a considerable time. 

In the samc, or possıbly another, speech you referred to the non-co-operation days 
and sUted that while the Alîgarh University wa5 forced to cJose down and many non- 
co-operated from it, not a single studont non-co-operated from the Benares University. 
As a matter of fact a very large number of students did in fact non-co-opcıate from the 
Benares University. As a resull of this a non-official university, the Kashi Vidyapitha, 
was established ın Benares, as also the Garuihi Ashram. Both of these stili exist. In the 
same way the Jamia Millia camc into existence in Aligarh and this now flourishes in Delhi. 

You have referred ın your spceches to the Congress ımposing Hindi-Hindustani 
and trying to crush Urdu. I presume you were misinformed for I am not aware of any 
attempt on the part of the Congress to injurc Urdu. Some lime back I wrote an essay 
on 'The Question of Language" which represents, 1 belicve, the Congress vieıvpoint. 
It was approved by Mr Gandhi and by ınany people unconneeted with the Congress and 
interested in the advancement of Urdu, inciuding Moıılvi Abdul Huque. Secretary, Anju- 
maıı-e-Taraqqi-e-Urdu of Hyderabad. 1 do not know if you have come aeross this essay. 
İn any event i am asking my office in Allahabad to send you a copy. If you dısagcee >vith 
the argument or conciuçio/ıs of this essay, I shall be grateful to have 3'our critıcisms, 

V might mention that the Congress Mmistry in Madras is endeavouring to in- 
troduce the study of Hindustani in the State schools in the province. They are haviog pri- 
mers and Text-books prepared especially for the purpose by the Tamia Millia. These 



primers, ete., are to be in two seripts—Devanagri and Urdu—but in idcnücal language 
the students having the option of seript. 

I mention these instances to show how misapprehensions arise. But the real ques- 
tions at issue are more important and it is in regard to these that clarihcation is necessary. 
I presume you are acquainted with the Congress resolutions and statements on minority 
and fundamental rights and regarding communal questions. If you so wish ıt, I can have 
these sent to you. Many of these were colleeted together in a comprehensivc fesolution 
passed by the Working Commîttee in Calcutta towards the end of October 1947. About 
the Communal Avvard the Congress positîon has been repcatcdly made clear. 

The Congress policy as laid down in these resolutions may be incomplete or 
wrong. Tf so wc shall gladly oonsider suggestions to complete it or reetify it. Pcrsonally 
t do not see what more can be done by the Congress regarding religlous or cuLtural mat- 
ters. As for political (communal) qııestions, the Communal Award, unsatisfactory as it is, 
hold the field for the present and till such time as it may be altered by mutual agrecment 
of the parties conccrncd. 


in coasidering wider political qucsUons, the Congıcss has adhcccd to ceetain 
principles and policies for a number of years, though minör variations have taken placc 
from time to time. Our present policy JU the legislatures and outisde was defîned by a cora- 
prehensivc rcsolution passed by the Working Comınittec at Wardha last year. 1 was very 
glad to hnd from Nawab İsmail Khan and Chowdhury Khaliquzzaman that the U.P. 
Müslim League, or the U.P. Müslim League Parliamentary Board, accepted this pro- 
gramme. This inciuded our objectıve of indepcndence, our demand for a constituent assem- 
bly, our general attitude to the Constitution Act, and the Federation, and our methods 
of woTk inside and outside the legislature. ît referred also to our agrarian and labour pro- 
grammes. Thus therc appeared to be a very large measure of agreement betwcen us not 
only in regard to fundamcntals, but even regarding many details. 

In view of this agreement ıl dıstrcssed and surprised mc to find that there was so 
much coııflict l have tricd, therefore, lo find oul what this conflict is about. I do not see how 
I can make any proposal, concrcle or vaguc, whcn I do not kno^v what the points in issue are. 
It ıs true that iu rcadiag your spceches 1 have como aeross vanous statements to the effect 
that the Congress ıs tr>ing to es*uablish Hindu raj. 1 am unaware of how this is being done 
or who is dojng it. If any Congress Minıslrics or the Congress organisation have made 
mistakes, these should be pointed out to us. 

A report of your Calcutta specch appeared in the newspapcrs at the time and 
is no doubt available to you and for me lo give you a purport of it seemed hardly 
necessary. In this you state that you are fighting the Congress, that you are fighting 
ıhe Congress leadership which is misleading the Hindus. Further you have said that 
you want lo bring the Congress High Commond to its senses. May I suggest that those 
who are privileged to advise or lead the Congress have no desire to fight any body 



expect British İmperialısm? İn any event, if we mislead or misbehave we lıave a right to 
enquire from our critics where and how we have done so. 

Further in your Calcutta speech you said: “i have long long ago, months ago 
noW| thTown out a challenge to Pandit JawahaTİal Nchru and 1 throw out a challcnge 
now,—let him comc and sit with us and let us formulate a constructivc programme vvhich 
wiU give immediate relief to the poor." It was to this "challenge' that I referred in my last 
letter. I do not remcmber on which prcvious occasion you had issued a sîmilar challenge 
to me. 

İt is always hclpful to discuss mattcrs and problems face to face and, as I have 
said previously, we are always glad to do so. A short while ago you met Maulana Ahul 
Kalaın Azad, one of our most respected leaders, Ihan whom there is no one better fitted 
to explain the Congrcss view-pojnt in regard to the mJnoritics problem or any other mat- 
ter. VVhenever neccssîty arises every one of us will willingly wc]come a talk. But even such 
a talk is likely to be vague and infructuous if some clarihcation of ideas does not take place 
previously. Corrcspondence hcJps in this proccss and somelimes is even prefcrable as 
jt is more precise than talk. 1 trust thercfore that you wiU heJp in clarifying the position 
by telling us wherc we differ and how you would likc this differcncc to end. You have also 
criticised the Congress is vigorous language, as you were no doubt entitled to do. But 
are we not entitled to ask you to substantiate those criticisms in private at least, if not in 
public? 

1 have inqııired from Mr. Gandhi about your letter to him dated the 5th Novem- 
ber, 1937. He received it in Calcutta when he was lyj.ıg ili there and he fek that it needed 
no aaswer. Your letter had been in answer to his and the matter seemed to end there for 
the time being. He was good enough to show me his letter and yours and it seemed to me 
that no particular reply was called for. I understand that he wrote you yesterday. 

I hope to be in Allahabad by the 9th February. 

Yours sincerely, 
JawahaTİal Nehru. 

« * * 

Ncw Delhi, 
February, 17, J938. 

Dear Pandii Jawaharla1, 

1 am in receıpt of your letter of the 4th February. You have now flung at me more 
complaints and grievanoes of trifling eharaeter. Evjdently you rely on that seetion of the 
press which is bent on misrepresenting and vilifying me, but 1 am glad that you say 1 men- 
tion these instances to show how misapprehension arises: "but the real qucstion at issue 
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is more important and it is in regard to this that clariûcation is necessary,’ Therefore I don’t 
think any usefuL purpose will be served to carry on correspondence wjth regard to the 
various matters mentioncd in your letter. You wiU please not introduce matters which 
you may have discussed with Nawab İsmail Khan or Chaudhry Khaliquzzaman or any 
body else. These again will lead to references and cross references and the matter will never 
end. 

As regards my Clacutta speech, the word ‘challenge’ is obviously due to the ima- 
gination of the reporter for the very context show3 clearly that it was an invitation. Howover, 
the discussion of ali these matters in correspondence will lead us nowhere. I do not believc 
in the dücırine which you lay down 'but are we not entitled to ask you to substantiate ali 
these criticisms in private at least, if not in public* : I for my part make no such distinc- 
tion. I am prepared to substantiate anything that 1 have said publicly, providcd it is correctly 
reported. The crux of your letter on the real vital point of the Hindu-Mualim unîty is a re- 
petition of what you said in your previous letter, namely, that you want me to note down 
'the poinis of difference’ and discuss theın through and by means of coırespondence—a 
method, which I made it clear iu my last letter, is highly uodesirable and most inappro- 
priate. I welcomc your suggestion whea you say ‘whenever necessity arises every one of 
us would w]llmgly we]come a talk.’ If you thınk that necessity has arisen and any one 
of you is wılling, 1 shall be glad to see you and equally welcome a talk. The thing is that 
you prefer ulking at each other whereas T prefer talking to each other. Surely you know and 
you ought to knovv what arc the fundamental points in dispute. 

I have received a letter from Mr Gandhi and I have replied to him. a copy of 
which I am enclosing herewith, 

Your s sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

4 4i ♦ 

Bombay 

Fcbruary 25, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jıımah, 

Your letter of the 17th February reached me at Haripura. I had no intention 
of flînging any complaints and grievances at you. İn my attempt to ûnd out whatyour 
complaints wcre 1 read your speeches as reported in the newspapers (usually by a news 
agency) and noted down some of the points on whıch you had laJd stress. 1 am glad to 
know that you have been mısrcported but you have not pointed out where the misrepresnt- 
tation comes in nor, so far as I knnw, have >ou jssued any statement to the press correcting 
the mîsrepresentation. May I suggest that it wıll be worth whilc to correct these errors so 
that the public might not be mısled. A clear and authoritative sLatement from you will 
help us aUo in understanding what you stand for and what you object to. 
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1 note that you do not wish me to introduce in our corre&pondence any mattcrs 
which we may have discussed with Nawab İsmail Khan or Chowdhary Khaliquzzaman. 

I did not k]iow that they rcpresentcd any different view-pojnt from yours. I thought it 
necessary to draw your attention to the repeated attempts 1 have been making to find out 
what the political and communal policy of the Müslim League is and wherein it differs from 
that of the Congfess. You wjii remember saying last year that the Müslim League had an 
entirely dilTerent policy even on political matters from that of Congress. Since then the 
League has changed its objective and its economic outlook and has thus approached 
nearer to the Congress. I am anxious to hnd out what the real meaning of these changes 
is. Without this clarihcation it is diffîcult for us to understand the pıesent position. 

You say that you do not believe in the doctrine that I lay down, namely; “but 
are we not entitled to ask you to substantiate ali these crîticisms in private at least, if not 
in public.” Further you say that for your part you make no such distinction and are pre- 
pared to substantiate anythîng that you have said publicly, provided it is corfeclty reported. 
If you will read my sentence again you wiil no doubt observe that 1 have nowhere laîd down 
any such doctrine as you imagine. I would indecd wclcome a public treatment by you of 
the criticisms made by you. But if you yourself were unwilling to write to the press on the 
subject, as you indicated in your letter, 1 put it to you that we are at least entitled to request 
you to substantiate the criticism in private. 

If you have made no criticisms of the Congress, and the press reports are entirely 
wrong, then of course no question of substantiation arises. Ali that need be done is to 
contradict the press reports. But if criticisms have been made, as presumably they have 
been, then I would re 4 uest you to justify tlıem publicly or privately as you might ehoose, 
Personally I ı^uuld prefer the former method, 

I am afraıd 1 must confess that 1 do not yet know what the fundamental points 
of dispute are. It is for this reason that I have been requesting you to clarify them. So far 
I have not received any help in this direetion. Of course we shall willjngly mcet you whcnever 
opportunity arises. Our President, Subhas Chaudra Bose, or Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
OT l or any other member of the Working Committee can meet you at a suitable opportu¬ 
nity. 

But whcn we meet what are we to discuss? Responsible people with organisations 
behind them can hardly discuss anything in the air. Sonıe clarifîcation of the issues, some 
clear statement of what is Avanted and what is objected to, is al>vays desirable, othenvise 
wc may not come to grips with the subjcct. You will remember the argument about what 
transplred at Delhi in l‘>35 betwecn you and Babu Rajendra Prasad. There has even been 
a dJiference of opınion about the facts. İt vvould be unfortunate if we repeated this performan- 
mance and then argued about it later. 

It is thus highly desirable for us to deline the issues hrst. This is also necessary 
as we have always to coasult many colleagues in regard to any matter alfeeting Congress 
policy, There is surely nothing undesirablc or inappropriate about this dehning of issues 
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by correspondence. It is Üıe usual method adopted between individuals and organisations. 
May 1 therefore beg of you to enlighten me? 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawahar]al Nehru. 

« « * 

Ncw Delhi, 

3rd March, 1938. 

Dear Pandit JavvaharlaL, 

1 am in. feceipt of your letter of the 25th February. l regret to find thc same spirit 
running through of making insinuations and înnuendoes and raising ali sorts of matters 
of trifling character which are not germane to our present subject with which you started, 
jıameiy, how to hnd the basis of approach to the most vital and promînent que5tion of 
Hindu-Mu^Jim unıty, You wind up your letter by ııısisting upon the course that 1 should 
formuiate the points in dispute and submıt to you for your consideration and then carry 
on correspondence with you. This raethod, I have already stated in my considered opinion, 
is undesirable and inappropriate. The method you insist upon may be appropriate between 
two iitıgants and that is followed by solicitors on behalf of their clients, but national issues 
cannot be settied like that. 

When you say ‘that 1 am afraid I must confess that 1 do not know ^vnat funda- 
mental points in dispute are’ \ am only amazed at your ignorance. Thıs matter has been 
tackIed since 1925 right upto 1935 by the most prominent leaders in the country and so 
far no solution has been found. T would beg to vou to s tudy i t and do no t lake up a selfcom- 
placent attitude and ıf you are in camest I don’t think you wıll find much difficulty in rea- 
lİ7İng what the main points in dispute are, because they have been constantly mentioned 
both in the press and publıc platform even very rcccntly. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* m * 

AUahabad, 
March 8, 1938 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you for your letter of March 3rd. 1 am afraid our lelters to each other 
repeat themselves. I go on rcquesting you to teli us whar exacily are the points in dispute 
which have to bc discussed and you go un insisting that this should not be done by corres¬ 
pondence. Al the same İtme you have pointed out that the main points in dispute have 
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mstantly, and very recentJy, discussed in the press and public platform. I have care- 
»llowed press statemcnts and your public spceches. In my effort to dîscover these 
of dispute I enumerated some of the criticisms which you were reported to have 
n public speeches. In your reply you stated that you were misreported, but you 
t say what the correct report should have been. Further you said that these were 
and trifling matters. but again you did not point out what the majör matters were. 
ıll perceive my dilfîculty. I hope I am not making any insinuations or innuendoes, as 
;gest in your last Ictter. Certainly it is not my intention to do so, nor to raise trifling 
\ which are not germane to the present subject. But what are these matters which 
mane? İt may be that 1 am dense or not sufflciently acquaİDtcd with the intricacies 
problem. If so I deserve to be enlîghtcned. If you will refcr me to any recent statc- 
lade m the press or platform whjch will help me in understanding, I shall be grateful. 

İt is not my dcsire, may I repeat, to carry on a controversy by correspondence, 
ly to flnd out what the main points of discussion and dispute are. It is surely usual 
ional issues to be formulated and clarified in this way to facilitate discussion. Both in 
ıl and intemaional matters we are frcquently adopting this course. 

You are perfectly right in sayıng that this matter has bcen tackIed since 1925 
dly. Do you not think that this very histury warns us not to approach it in a vague 
r without clear ideas as to what we object to and what we want7 Apart from this, 
las happened during these past few years which has altered the position. For ins- 
he Communal Award. Do you want this discussed with a view to some settlement 
ırrived at on another basis? 

It is obvious that the Congress is exceedingly anxious to remove ali causes of mis- 
tanding and friction. Apart from wider nationai issues, it Wüiıld like to do so be- 
iuch misunderstanding comes in the way of its work. It has frequentty considered 
)blejıı and passed such resolutions and put foTward such proposals as it considered 
dn not wish to discuss as to whether these were right or not. That may be a matter 
urrtent. But according to our lights we thed to do out best. If we did not succeesd 
extent we hoped to do that is our misfortune and we shall gladly consider sugges- 
i^hich might lead to better rcsults. 

What are the vanous aspects üf this matter? May 1 enumerate them? 

1. The Communal Award, which inciudes vSeparate electorates and reservation 
of seats. 

2. Rclıgious guarantees. 

3. Cultural protectîon and guarantees. 

Presumably these are the three main heads. There may be some minör matters 
lo not refer to thom as you wİBh to concentrate on the main issues. 



As regards the Communal Award the position of the Congress has been clarified . 
If it is youT desire to discuss this matter, 1 should like to know. 

As regards religious and cultural guarantees, the Congress has given as full assu- 
rances and guarantees as is possıble. If however any other guarantees are considered neces- 
sary, thcy should be mcntioned. About onc of the questions which you havc referred to. 
ın your speeches, the Language question, I have written to you previously and sent you my 
brochure. I trust that you agreed with its main conciusiotıs. 

Are we golng to discuss these matters or some others which 1 have not mentioned 
above? Then again the background of ali such discussions must necessarily be a certain 
political and economic one—our struggle for independence, our anti-impenalism, our 
ınethods of dırect action whenever necessary, our anti-war policy, our attempt to rcmovc 
the exploitation of the masses, agrarıan and labour problems, and the like. 1 take it that 
with the fe-orientation of tbe Müslim League’s policy therc will not be any great difference 
regarding thıs anti-implerialist background. 

You will forgive me for repeatıng myself in these letıers and for saying the same 
things över and över again. I do so because 1 am keenly desirous of your appreciating 
my vievvpoint, which I believe is also the vievvpoint of my coUeagues in the Congress. 
1 have no desire to take up your time and to spend my time in writing long letters. But 
my mind demands clarity before ıt can function cffectively or think ın teims of any action. 
Vagueness or an avoidance of reai issues cannot iead to satısfactory results. It does seem 
sirange to me that in spite ol my repeated requests I am not iold what issues have to be 
discussed. 

1 understand that Gandhıji has already written to you expressıng his readiness 
to have a talk with you. I am not now the Congress President and thus havc not the same 
feprcsentative capacity, but ıf I can bc of anv help in this matter my Services are at the dis- 
posal of the Congress and I shall gladly meet y^ou and discuss these matters with you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jawaharlal Nehru 

* * * 

Ncw Delhi, 

17ıh March, 1938. 

Dear Pandıl Ja^aharlal, 

I have received your letter of the 8th of March, 1938. Your first Icıter ol the 18th 
of January, conveycd to me that you desire to know the points in dispute for the purpose 
of promoting Hındu-Muslım unıly. VVhen m rcply I said that the subject-mattcr cannot bc 
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golved through correspondence and it was equally undesirable as discussing matters in 
the press, you in your reply of the 4th of February, formulated a catalogue of grievances 
with regard to my supposed cfiticism of the Congress and utterances which arc hardly 
relevant to the questîon for our immediate consideration. You went on persisting on the 
same line and you are stili of opinion that those matters, although not germane to the 
present subject, should be further discussed, which I do not propose to do as 1 have already 
explained to you in my previous letter. 

The question with which we started, as 1 undmtood, Js of safeguarding the rights 
and the interests of the Mussalmans with regard to their religion, culture, language, per- 
sonal laws and political rights in the national life, the govemment and the administra- 
tion of the country. Various suggestions have been made which wiiİ satisfy the Mussalmans 
and crcate a sense of security and conüdcnce in the majorîty community. I am surprised 
when you say in your letter under reply, “But what are these matters which germane. It 
may be that I am dense or not sufifîcîently acquamted with the intricacies of the problem. 
If so, I deserve to be enlightened. If you will refer me to any recent statement made in 
the press or platform which will help me in understanding, I shall be graLeful.” Pcrhaps 
you have heard of the Fourteen Points. 

Next, as you say, “Apart from this much has happened during these past few ycars 
which has altered the position." Yes, I agree with you, and various suggestions have appea- 
red in the newspapers recentİy. For instance, if you will refer to the Statesman, dated the 
12th of February, 1938, thcre appcars an articlc under the hcading “Through Müslim 
Eyes” (copy cnclosed for your convenience). Next. an articJe in the New Times, dated 
the İst of March, 1938, dealing wıth your pronouncement recently made, I believe, at Hari- 
pura sessions of the Congress, whcre you rtre reported to have said: “I have e^arained 
this so-called communal question through the telescope, and if there is nothing what 
can you see.” 

This aıijcle in the New Times appeared on the İst of March, 1938, making nume- 
rous suggestions (copy enclosed for your convenience). Further you must have seen Mr. 
Aney’s interview where he vvamcd the Congress mentionmg some of the points whıch 
the Müslim League would demand. 

Novv, this ıs enouglı to show to you that various suggestions that have heen made, 
or are likely to be made, or are expected to be made, will have to be analysed and ultimately 
I consider it is the duty of evcry true nationalist, to whichever party or community he 
may belong to make it his business and examinc the situation and bring ahout a pact bet- 
ween the Mussalmans and the Hindus and create a real United front; and it should be 
as much your anxiety and duly as it is mine, irrespective of the question of the party or the 
community to which we belong. But if you desirc that 1 shouıd collect ali these suggestions 
and submit to you as a petitioner for you and your colleagues to consider, 1 am afraid T 
can't do it nof can 1 do it for the purpose of carrying on further correspondence with re¬ 
gard to those various points with you. But if you stili insist upon that, as you seem to do »o 
whenyousay in your letter, “My mind demands clarity before it can funetion cffectively 
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or think in terms of any action. Vagueness or an avoidance of real issues could not lead to 
satisfactory results. It does seem strange to me that in spite of my fepeated Tequests 1 am 
not told what issues have to be discussed.” This is hardly a correct description or a fair 
representation; but in that case I would request you to ask the Congress officiaUy to 
communicate with me to that effect, and I shall place the matter before the Council of 
the Ali-India Müslim League; as you yourself say that you are “not the Congress President 
and thus have not the same representative capacity but if 1 can be of any help on this matter 
my Services are at the disposal of the Congress and I shall gladly meet you and discuss thesc 
matters with you,” As to meeting you and dıscussing matters with you, I need hardly say 
that I shall be pleased to do so. 

Yours sincerciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* * * 

Extract from the Staiesmart, New Delhi Editıon 

12th February, 1938. 

THROUGH MÜSLİM EYES 
By Aln-el-Mulk 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nchru’s Bombay statement of January 2 on the Hindu-Moslem 
questıon has produced hopeful reactions and the stagc has been set for a talk between 
the leaders of what, for the sakc of convenience, may be described as Hindu India and 
Moslem India. Whether the Jjanah'Jawaharlal talks wıll produce in 1938 better results 
than the Jinnah-Prasad talks did in 1935 is yet to be seen. Too much optimism would 
not, however, be justihed. The Pandit, by way of annotating his Bombay statement while 
addressing the U. P, delegates for Haripura at Lucknow, at the end of January, empha- 
tically asserted that in no case wou1d Congress “give up its principles.” That was not a 
hopeful statement because any acceptable formula or pact that may be evolved by the 
leaders of the Congress and the League would, one may guess, involve the acquiescence 
of the Congress in separate elcetorates (at least for a certain penod,) coalition ministries, 
recognition of the League as the one authorıtative and representatıve organization of 
İndıan Moslems, modiheation of its attituJe on the quc5tion of Hindi and its seript, serap- 
ping of Bande Mataram altogether, and possıbly a redesigning of the trio-colour flag or 
at least agreeing to give the flag of the League an equal ımportance. İt is possible that with 
a littie statesmanship on both skles agreement can bc reached on ali these points without 
any iufrmgement of the principles of either, but the greatest obstacle to a satisfactory solu- 
tion would stili remain, in the shape of the communalısts of the Mahasabha, and the irre- 
concilables of Bengal, ali of whom are not of the Mahasabha alone. The right of the Cong¬ 
ress to spcak in the name of Hindus has been openiy challenged and even the Jinnah-Prasad 
formula which did not satisfy the Moslems--and nothing on the lines of whıch is now 
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Jikely to satisfy them—has bcen vehementiy denounced by the Bengal Provinciai 
Confcrence hcld at Vıshnupur recently pas^cd no extrenıely communal resolution, and 
that thc latest utterances of theCongressPresident-elect on the communal situation generally 
and the Jinnah—Prasad formula in particular show some restraint. The only thing for 
Moslems to do m the circumstanccs ıs to wait and hope Tor the best, without relaxing their 
eiforts to add daily to the strength of the League, for it wjÜ not do to forget that it ıs growing 
power and representative character of the Müslim League which has compelled Congress 
İcadcrs to recognızc the necessîty for an understanding w[th the Moslem communıty. 


* * * 


Exlract from the N€W Times. Lahore, 

İst March, 1938. 

THE COMMUNAL QUESTION 

İn lU last session at Haripura, the Indtan National Congress passed a resolution 
for assuring minontıcs of their religıous and cultural rights. The resolution vvas moved by 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and was camed. The speech whıch Pandıt Javvaharlal Nehru 
madc on thıs occasıon was as bad as an> speech could be If the resolution has to bc judged 
ın the light of that speech, then ıt comes lo thıs that the resolution has been passed not 
m any spınt of scriousness, but mcrciy as a meanıngless assurance to satisfy the foolish 
minorilıes who are clamounng “for (he satısfactjon of the communal problem.** Mr Jawahar- 
lal Nehru procecded on thc basjs that there vvas really no communal quesUon. We should 
İlke to reproducc thc trenehant manner in vvhıch he put forvvard the proposilion. He said 
*T havc cxarnincd the so called communal question through the tclescopc and, if there ıs 
nothıng. what can you scc.“ İt appears to us that Jt is ıhe heıght of dishonesty to move 
a resolution vvith Ihese premıses. /f there is no minorıty question, why procced to pass a rc- 
solution? Why not state that there is no minorıty qııestıon.. Thıs ıs nt^t the first time that 
Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru has expressed his complete inability to understand or see the 
communal qucstion. When rcpiying to a statement of Mr. Jinnah, he reıtcrated his con- 
victıon that in spite of his best endcavour to understand what Mr. Jinnah vvanted, he could 
not get at ıvhat he vvanted. He seems to think that vvith the Communal Avvard vvhich the 
Congress has opposed, the seats in the Legislature have become assured and now nothing 
remains to bc d me. He repcats the offensivc statement that the Communal Award is merely 
a problem creaied by the middle or upper classes for thc sake of few seats in the Leglis- 
lature or appointments in Government service or for Ministerlal positions. We should 
like to teli Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru that he has compktely misundcrstood the position 
of the Müslim mjnority and it is a matter of intense pain that the President of an Ali India 
Organisatiün, vvhich claims to represent the entire population of India, should be so com- 
pletely ignorant of the demands of the Müslim minority. We shall set forth below sorae 
of the demands so that Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru may not have any occasion herefater 
to say that hc does not know what more the Muslims want. The Müslim demands are:— 
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1. That the Congress shall hencefoıth withdraw ali opposition to the Communal 
Award and should cease to prate about it as if it were a negation of nationalism. It may 
be a negation of nationalism but if the Congress has announced in îts statement that it is 
not opposing the Communal Award, tlıe Muslims want that the Congress should at İcast 
stop ali agitation for the lecession of the Communal Award. 

2. The Communal Award merely setties the qucstion of the representation of the 
Muslims and of other minoritics in the Legislatures of the country. The further question 
of the representation of the minorities in the Services of the country remains. Muslims 
demand that they are as much entitled to be represented in the Services of their mother- 
land as the Hindus and since the Muslims havecometo realize by their bitter exepeTİence 
that it is impossible for any protection to be extendrd to Müslim rights in the matter of 
their representation in the Services, it ıs necessary that the share of the Muslims in the 
Services should be defînitely fixed in the constitution and by statutory enaetment so that 
it may not be öpen to any Hindu head of any department to nde rough shod över Müslim 
claims in the name of “Efficiency.” Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru know9 that in the name of 
eMcieney and ment, the rights of Indians to man the Services of their country was denîed 
by the burcaucrucy. Today when Congress is in power in 7 Provinces, the Muslims have a 
right to demand the Congress leaders that they shall unequivocally express themselves in 
this regard. 

3. Muslims demand that the protection of their Personal Law and their culture 
shall be guaranteed by the statute. And as an acid test of the sincerîty of Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and the Congress in this regard, Muslims d-'mand that the Congress should take m 
hand the agitation in connecıion wıth the Shahidganj Mosque and should use its moral 
pressure toensurc that the Shahidganj Mosque is restored to its orginal position and that 
the Sıkhs desıst from profane uses and thereby injuring the religious susceptibiUties of the 
Muslims. 


4. Muslims demand that their right to cali Azan and perform religious ceremoııies 
shall not be fettered any way, Wc shoukl like to teli Pandit Javaharlal Nı^hru iKal in a 
village, intheKasur Tehsil.ofthe Lahore District, known as Raja Jang, the Müslim înhab- 
itants of that place arc not allowed by the Sikhs to cali out their Azans loudiy. With such 
neighbours it is necessary to have a statutory guarantee that the religious rights of the 
Muslims shall not be in any way interfered with and on the advent of Congress rule to 
demand of the Congress that it shall use its poweTful organization for the prevention of 
such an event. In this conneetion we should like to teli Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru that 
the Muslims daim cow slaughter as one of their religious rights and demand that so long 
as the Sikhs are permitted to carry on Jhatka and to live on Jhatka, the MusKms have 
every right to insist on their undoubted right to slaughter cows. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is 
not a very great believer in religious iı\junctions. He claims to be livıng on the economic 
plane and we should like Pandit Jawaiıarla! Nehru to know that for a Müslim the qııestion 
of cow slaughter is a measure of economic necessity and that tberefore does it not öpen to 
any Hindu to statutorily prohibit the slaughter of cow9. 
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5. Muslims demand that their majonties in Lhe Provinces in which they arc 
at preseni shall not be afTected by any teıritorİal tedistributîons or adjustments. The Muslims 
are at preseni in majority in the provinces of Bengal, Punjab, Sind, North Webt Frontier 
Province and Baluchıstan. Let theCongress holdout the guarantee and express its readiness 
to the incorporation of this guarantee in the Statute that the preseni disribution of the 
Müslim popuiatJon in the various provinces shall not be interfered wjth through the medium 
of any terntorial distribution or re-adjustment. 

6. The questıon of naional anthem is another matter. Pandit Jawaharla] Nehru 
cannot be unawaTe that Muslims ali över have refused to accept the Bande Mataram or 
any expurgated addition of that anti-Mushm song as a binding nalional anthem. if Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru cannot succccd in inducing the Hindu majority to drop the use of this 
song, then let him not talks so tali, and let him realize that the great Hindu mass does not 
take him seriously cxcept as a strong force to injure the cause of Müslim solidarity. 

7. The question of language and serİpt is another demand of the Muslims. The 
Muslims insisi on Urdu being practically their national language: they vvant statutory 
guarantees that the use of Urdu tongue shall not ın any wjser maniler bc curtailed or dama- 
gcd. 

8. The questıon of the representation of the Muslims in the local bodies is another 
unsolved question. Muslims demand that the principle underlyıng the Communal Award, 
namciy, separate electorates and representation accordıng to populatıon strength should 
apply uniforınly in ali the various local and other eleeted bodies from top to bottom. 

We can go on multiplying this lıst but for the present we should like to know 
the reply of the Congress and Pandit Javvaharlal Nehru to the demands that we have set 
forth above. We should hkc Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru fully to understand that the Muslims 
are more anxinus than the Hındus to see complete indcpendence in the Teal sense of that 
ternı cstablishcd in ludia. They do not believe in any Müslim Raj for India diıd will hght 
a Hindu Raj tooth and nail. They stand for the complete freedom of the country and of ali 
classcs inhabiting this counıry, but they shall oppose the establishment of any majority 
raj of a kind that wıll make a clean sweep of the cultural, religıous and polıtıcal guarantees 
of the various ıninoritıes as set forth above. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is under the com- 
foTling impression that the question set forth above are trivial qucstions but he should 
reconsıder his position in the hght of the emphasıs and imporıance which lhe minorıties 
which are affectcd by the programmeof theCongress place on these matters. After ali ıt 
is the minorıties which are to judge and not the majonties, İt appears to m that wıth the 
attitude of mind whjch Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru hetrayed in his specch and which the secon- 
der of that rcsolution equally exhibited tn his speech, namcly, that the qucstion ofminorities 
and majorities was an artihcial oae and created to süit vested laterests, it is obvious that 
nothing can come out of the talks that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru receoly inıtiated betvveeıı 
himself and Mr. Jinnah. If the Congress is in the belief that this reiteration af its innane pledge 
to the minorities wıU satisfy them and that they will be Laken in by mere words, the Congresg 
is badly mistaken, 

« « * 
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Calcutta, 
Apnl 6, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Yoıır letter of the 17th Marcfı reached me in the Kumaum Hiüs where I had 
göne for a bricf holiday. From there I have come to Calcutta. I propose to retum to Allaha- 
bad loday and 1 shalJ probably bc there for the greater part of April. If itisconveııicnt for 
you to come there we could meet. Or if it suits you better to go to Lucknow I shalJ try 
to go there. 

I am glad that you have indicated in your last letter a number of poınts whıch 
you have in mind. The enclosures you have sent mention these and I take it that they re- 
present your vîcwpoint. I \^as somewhat surprised to see this list as 1 had no idea ıhat you 
wanted to discuss many of these matters wıth us. Some of ihese are whol]y covercd by 
previous decisions of the Congress. some others arc hardly capable of discussion. 

As far as I can make out from your letter and the enclosures you have sent, you wish 
to discuss the followjng matters: 

1. The Fourteen Poinis formulated by the Müslim League in 1929. 

2. The Congress should wıthdraw ali opposition to the Communal Award 
and should not deseribe it as a negation of nationalism. 

3. The share of the Muslims în the State Services should be dehniteh fixed in 
the Consitution by statulory enaetment. 

4. Müslim Personal Law and cultııre should be guaranteed by Statute. 

5. The Congress should take inhand the agıtation in connection withthe Shahid' 
ganj Mosque and should usc its moral pressure to enable the Muslims to gain possession 
of the nıosque. 

6. The Muslim's right to cali Azan and perform religious ceremonies should not 
be fettered in any way. 

7. Muslims should have freedom to perform cow-slaughter. 

8. Müslim majoTİties in the Provinces, wberc such majorîtics exist at preseni, 
must not be affected by any territorial redistribution or adjustments. 

9. The Bande Mataram song should be given up 

10. Muslims want Urdu to be the national language of Jndla and they desire 
to have statutory guarantees that the use of Urdu shalJ not be curtailed or damaged. 

11. Müslim representalion in the local bodies should be governrd by the principles 
underlying the Communal Award, that is separate electorates and population strength. 

12. The tri-cplour flag should bc changed or, alternativciy, theflag of the Müslim 
Lcaguc should be given equal importance. 

13. Recognition of the Müslim league as the one aulhonıative and represen- 
tativc organization of Indian Muslims. 

14. Coalition minıstrics, 
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İt is further stated that the foramla evolved by you and Babıı Rajendra Prasad 
in 1935 docs not satisfy the Muslims now and nothing on those lines wili satısfy them. 

It is addcd that the list givcn above is not a complete list and that it can be aug- 
mented by the addition of further 'demands.* Not kn.owing these possible and unlimited 
additions 1 can say nothing about them. But I should like to deal with the various matters 
fipecihcalJy mentioned and to indicate what the Congress attitude has bcen in regard to 
them. 

Dut before considering them, the politicai and economic background of the 
free India we are working for has to be kept ın mind, for ultimately that is the controUing 
factor. Some of these matters do not arise in considering an independent India or take 
a particular shape or have bitle importance. We can discuss them in terms of Indian in- 
depcndcnce or in terms of the Brıtish dominance of India continuing. The Congress naturally 
thinks in terms of independence, though it adjusts itself occasionally to the pressure of 
transitional and temporary phases. It is thus not interested in amendments to the present 
constitution, but aims at ita rcmoval and its substitution by a conatitution framed by the 
people through a Constitucnt Assembiy. 

Another matter has assumed an urgent and vital signihcance and this is the ex- 
cecdingly crtıtical International situation and the possibiJity of war. This must concern India 
gready and affect her struggle for freedom. This must therefore be considered the govern- 
ing factor of the situation and almot everythîng else becomes of secondary importance, 
for ali our cfTorts and petty arguments wjll be of littie avail if the vcry foundation is upset. 
The Congress has clearly and repeatedly laid down its policy in the evcnt of such a crisis and 
stated thaC i( will be no party to imperialist war. The Congress wili \ery gladiy and Nvîliingiy 
co-operate with the Müslim League and ali other organizations and individuals in the 
furiherancc of this policy. 

I havc carefuUy looked through the various matters to which you havc drawıı at- 
tention in your letter and its enclosures and 1 hnd that there ıs nothing in them which re- 
fers to or touches the economic demands of the masses or affeets the all-important ques- 
tıons of poverty and unemployment. For ali of us in India these are the vital issues and 
unless some solution is found for them, wc funetion in vain. The question of State Services, 
how50cver important and worthy of consideratıon it ınight be, aiTeets a very small number 
of people. The peasantry, industrial workers, artısans and petty shop-keepers form the 
vast ınajority of the population and they are not improved in any way by any of the de- 
mands lised above. Theır interests should be paramount, 

Many of tho 'demands' involve changes of the constitution v^hich wc are not 
in a posıtion to bring about. Even if some such changes are desirable in themselves, it is 
not our polic> to press for minör constitutional changes. We want to d > away completely 
wjth the present constitution and replace it by another for a free India. 

In the same way the desire for statulory guarantees involves constitutional changes 
which we cannot givc cffcct to. Ali we can do is to State that in a future constitution for 

260 



a free India we waııt certain guarantees to be incorporated. We have done this in rcgard 
to religıous, cultural, linguistic and other rights of minonfies in the Karachi resolution 
on Fundamentai Rights. We wou]d like these fundamental rights to be made a part of the 
constitution. 


l now deal wıth the various matters listed above. 


1. The Fourteen Points, 1 had thought, were some-what out of date. Many of 
thcjr provisJons have been given eflect to by the Communal Award and in other ways, 
somc othcrs arc entirely acceptablc lo the Congrcss; yet others require constitutional 
changes which, as I have mentıoned above, are beyond our present competence. Apart from 
the matters covercd by the Communal Award and those involving a change in the consti- 
tutîon, one or two matters remain which give rise to differences of opinion and which 
are stili likely to lead to consîderablc argument. 

2. The Congress has clearly stated ıts attitudc tovvards the Communal Award, 
and İt comes tn this that it seeks alterations only on the basis of mutual consent of the 
partıes concerned. I do not understand how any one can take objecLion to this attitudo 
and policy. ff we are asked to desenbe the Award as not being anti-national, that would 
be patently false. Even apart from what it gives to various groups, its whole hasis and struc- 
ture are anti-naiional and come in the way of the development of naionaJ unity. As you 
know it gives an overwhclming and wholly undefserving weightage to the European ele- 
menu m certain parts of India. If we think ın terms of an independent India, we canuot 
possıbly fit ın this Award wıth it. It is true that under stress of cırcumstanccs we have 
sometimes to accept as a temporary measure somc thing that is on the face of it antı-national, 
Ft ıs also true that ın fhc matters governed by the Communal Award vve can only find a 
satisfactory and abidmg soJuLion by the consent and good-W]!l of the parties concerned. 
That is the Congress pclicy. 

3. The fixing of Ihe Musliıns’ share in the State Services by statutory enaetment 
necessarily ınvolvcs the fixıng of the shares of other groups and communities simılariy. 
This wouId mean a rjgJd and compartmental State strueture whıch wıll impede progress 
and dtvelopmenl. At the same time it is gcncrally admitted tliat State appointments should 
be faırlv and adequately dıstrıbuted and no comınunıty should have cause to complam. 
İt ıs far better to do this by convention and agreement. The Congress is fully alive to this 
issue and dcsıres to meet the wishes uf various groups in the fullest measure so as to give 
to ali mmority communities, as stated ııı No. II of the Fourteen Points, “an adequate 
share m ali the Services of the State and in loca] self-governing bodics having due regard 
to the requİTemcnt3 of efficjency.” The State today ıs becoming mofe and more technical 
and dt*mands expert knowledge in its various departments. It is right that, if a community 
is backvvard in this technical and expert knowkdge, specıal elforts should be made to give 
ıt this cducalion to bring it up a to hıgher level. 

I understand that at the Unity Conference held at Allahabad in 1933 or there- 
abouts, a mutually satisfactory solution of this question of State Services was arrived at. 
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4. As rcgards protection of culture, the Congress has declared jts wiilingness to 
embody this m the fundamenUl laws of the constitution. It has also delcared that it 
does not wish to interfere in any way WLth the personal law of any community. 

5. I am consıderably surpnsed at the suggestions that the Congress should take 
ın hand the agitation in connection with the ShahidgunJ ınosque. That is a matter to be 
decided either legally or by mututal agreemcnt. The Congress prefefs in ali such matters 
the way of mutual agrcement and its Services can always be utılised for this purpose where 
there ıs no opening for them and a desire to this clfect on the part of the parties concerned. 
1 am glad that the Premicr of the Punjab has suggested that this is the only satisfactory way 
to a solution of the problem. 

6. The rıght to perform relıgıous ccremoınes should certainly be guaranteed to 
ali communıties. The Congress resolution about this ıs quitc clear. I know nothing about 
the particıılar incıdent relating to a Punjab vıllagc whıch has been referred to. No doubt 
many instances can be gathered together from various parts of İndia where petty inter^ 
fcrcnccs take placc wıth Hindu, Müslim or Sıkh ceremonJces. These have to be tactfully dealt 
w]th wherever they atise. But the prmcıple is quite clear and should be agreed to. 

7. As rcgards cow-s(aughter there has becn a great deal or entirely false and 
unfounded progaganda against the Congress suggesting that the Congress was going 
to stop İt forcıbly by Icgislation. The Congress does not wish to undertake any legislatîve 
aetion iıı this matter to restrict the establıshcd nghls of the Muslims. 

8. The queslıoıı of terrıtorial distrjbuüon has not ansen in any way. if any when 
İt anses ıt msut be dealt wıth on the basis of mutual agreement of the parties concerned. 


9. Rcgardmg the Hande Mataram song the VVorking Commıttee issued a Jong 
starement in Ocloboı (ast tovvhıch I would invite yourattcntıon. First of ali, it has to be rc- 
membered that no fornıal nutional anthem has been aJoptcd by the Congress at any time. 
İt is ırue, howeve[, that the Bandc Mataram song has been ıntimatcly associated with İndian 
natkınaJısm for more tlıan thirty years a^d numercus assocıations of sentiment and sacri- 
hce havc gathered round it. Popular songs arc not made lo order, nor c^n they be succes- 
sfuUy imposed. They gfow out of publıc sentiment. Dunng ali these thirty or more years 
the Bande Mataram soog was never consıdered as having any relıgıous signihcance and was 
treated as a natjonal song in praise of india. Nor, to my knovvledge vvas aay objeetion 
taken to it except on nolirıcal grounds by the Government. When however somc objectioas 
were raised, the Workııig Committec carefull)' consıdered the matter and ultımately decided 
to recommend that ccıtain staıızas, which contained certain aJlegorical referenoes, might 
not be used on national platforms or occasions. The two stanzas that have been recommended 
by the Working Committec for use as a national song have not a word or a phrase which 
can olTened anybody from any pomt of view and I am surprised that any one can object 
them. They may appeal to somc more than to others. Somc may prefer another aaüoaal 
song. But to compeJ largo numbers of pcopie lo give up wlıat they have long valucd and 



grown atached to is to cause needJess hurt to them and injure the nationkl movement itself. 
İt would be improper Tor a national organîsation to do 

10. About Urdu and Hindi I have prevıously writtcn to you and have also sent 
you my pamphlet on 'The question of laııguage." The Congrcss has declared in favour 
of guaramces for languages and culturc. I wanl to encouragc ali thc great provincial lan- 
guagcs of India and at the same time to make Hindustani, as wrıtten both in nagri and 
Urdu Scripts, the national language. Both Scripts should be cffîcially recognised and the 
choice should be left to the people concemed. In fact this policy is being pursued by the 
Congfess Ministries. 

İt. The Congress has long been of opinion that joint electorates are prcferable 
to separate electorates from the point of view of national unity and harmonious co-operation 
betwcen the different communıtics. But joint electorates, in order to have real value, must 
noı be imposed on unwillıng groups. Hcnce the Congrcss is quite clear that thcır introduc- 
tion should depend on their acceptancc by thc people concerned. This is thc policy that is 
being pursued by the Congress Ministrtes m regard to Locat bodies. Rccently m a bili 
dealing with local bodics introduced in thc Bombay Assembly, separate electorates were 
mamtained but an option was given to thc people concerned to adopt a joint eleetorate, 
if they so chose. This pnnciple seems to be in exact accoıdance with No. 5 of thc Fourteen 
Poinıs, whıch lays down that “Rcpresentation of communal groups shall continue to 
be by means of separate eleetorate as at present, providcd that it shall be öpen to any com- 
mıınity, at any time, to abandon its separate elect»>ratc in favour of jomt eleetorate'' 
It surpnses me that the Müslim League group in the Bombay Assembly should have opposed 
thc Bili with ıts cptional clause although this carrled out the very policy of the Müslim 
League. 


May I also point out tha( m the resolution passed by the Müslim League in 1929, 
at the time it adoptcd the Fourteen Poinis, il was stated thal "the Mussalmans wıll not 
consent lo joın electorates unJcss Smd is actualiy constituted into a separate provmce and 
reforms in fact are introduced in the N. W. F. Province and Baluchistan on the same footing 
as in cthcf provinces." Since then Sind has been separated and the N.W.F. Province has 
been placed ona level wjth other provinces. So faraş Baluchistan is concemed tho Congress 
is commıtted to a Jevdling up of this arca in the same ıvay. 

12. The national trf^olour Aag was adopted oıiginally in 1929 by the Congress 
after full and careful consultation wıth eminent MusUm, Sıkh and other leaders. Obviously 
a country and national movement must have a national flag representıng the nation and ali 
conımunıties in ıt. No communal flag can represent Ihe nation. İf we did not possess 
a national flag nowwcwould have tocvolveonc. ThePresem National Flag had its colours 
origınaliy selceted in order to represent thc various communitics. but we did not like to 
lay stress nn this communal Âspect of colours. Artıstically 1 think the combination of orange, 
white and green rcsulted in a flag which is probably the most beautiful of ali national flags. 
For these many years our flag has been used and it has spread to the remotest viUage 
and brought hope and courage and a sense of ali India unity to our masses. It has been 
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associated with great sacrificcs on the part of our people, ınciuding Hindus, Muslıms and 
Sikhs, and many have suffered lathi blows and imprisonment and even death in defending 
it from insult or injury. Thus a powerful sentiment has grown up in its favour. On innumer- 
able occasions Maulana Mohamcd Alı, Maulana Shaukat Ali and many leaders of the 
Müslim Leaguc today have associated themselves wıth this flag and emphasised its virtues 
and signihcance as a Symbol of Indian unity. İt has spread outsıde the Congress ranks and 
bcen gcnerally recogniscd as the flag of the nation. İt is diflîcult to undersUnd how any one 
can reasonably objcct to it now. 

Communal flags cannoL obvıously takc its place lor that can only mean a hoşt 
of flags of various communities bcıng uscd together and thus emphasising our disunity 
and separateness. Communal flags might be used for religious functions but they have 
no place at any naıonal functions or över any public building meant for various com- 
munitics. 


May 1 add that dunng tlıe past fcw months, on scveral occasions, the National 
Flag has been insulıcd by some membcrs of voluntcers of the Müslim League. This has 
pained us greatly but we have delıberateiy avoided anythmg in the nature of conflict in 
order not to add to communal bıttcrness. We have also issucd strict orders, and they have 
bcen übeyed, ihat no interference should takc place \vith the Müslim League Flag, even 
though İt might be inappropriately displaycd 


13. I do not understand what is meant by our recognılion of the Musiim Leaguc 
as the one and only organisation of Indian Muslims. Obvıously the Müslim League is an 
İmportant conımunal organısation and we dcal wilh it as such. Dut we have to deal with ali 
organısations and indivıduals that comc within our ken We do not determine the measure 
or importance or dı^tınction they possess. There are a large number, abaut a hundred 
thousand, of Muslims on Ihe Congress rolls, many of whom have becn our closc com- 
panions. in prisons and outsıde, for many years and we value their comradeship highiy. 
There arc many organısalions which contain Muslims and non-Muslims alıkc, such as 
Trade Union>, Peasant Unions, Kısan Sabhas, Debt Committees, Zamindar Associations, 
Chambers of Commerce, Employers’ Assocıation. ele., and we have conUets with them. 
There are special Müslim organisations such as the Jamiat-ul-Ulenia, the Proja Party, 
the Ahrars and others, which daim attentıon. Inevitably the more important the organisa- 
tion the morc the attentıon paid to ıt, but this importance Uoes not come from outsıde 
recognition but from inherent strength. And the other organisations, even though they 
might be younger and smaller, cannot be ingored. 

14. 1 should like Co know what is meant by coalition ministries. A mınistry must 
have a deflnite polıtıcal and econojııic programme and policy. And nther kind of ministry 
wou]d be a disjoınled and ıncffectıve body, withnoc]ear mınd ordireetion. Given acommon 
polıtıcal and economic programme and policy, co-operation ıs easy. You know probably 
that somo such cooperation was sought for and obtamed by the Congress in the Fronticr 
Province. İn Bombay also repeated attempts were mode on behalf of the Congress to obtain 



this co-operation on the basis of a common programme. The Congress has göne to the 
Assemblies with a definite progtamme and in furtherance of clear policy. It will always gladly 
co-operate with other groups, whether ît is m a majority or a minority in an Assembly, in 
furtherance of that programme and policy. On that basis I conceive of even coalıtion minis- 
tries being formed. Wıthout that basis the Congress has no interest in Ministry or in an 
Assembiy. 

I have deait, I am afriad at exceeding length, with the various points raised m your 
letter and its enclosures. I am glad that I have had a glimpse mto your mind through this 
correspondence as this enables me to understand a littie better the problems that are before 
you and perhaps others. I agree cntirely that it is the duty of evcry Indian to bring about 
harmonious joint effort of ali of us for the achievemcnt of India's freedom and the ending 
of the poverty of her people. For me, and T take if for most of us, the Congress has bcen 
a means to that end and not an end in istelf. It ha been a hıgh privitege for us to work through 
the Congress because it has drawn to itself the love of mıJlions of our countrymen, and 
through their sacrihce and united effort, taken us a long way to our goa). But much re- 
mains to be done and we have ali to pull together to that end. 

Personally the idea of pacts and the like does not appeal to me, though perhaps 
they mıghî be necessary occasionally. What seems to me far more important is a more 
Basic undcrstnding of each other, bnnging vvith it the desire and ability to co-operate to¬ 
gether, That Jarger co-operalion, if it is to inciude our jniJlions must neccssanly be in the 
interests of these millions. My mind therefore is conlinually occupied with the problems 
of these unhappy masscs of this country and 1 view ali other problems in this light. I should 
live to v.ew the communal problem also in this pcrspective for olherwise it has no great 
signifıcance for me. 

You secm to ımaginc that I wanlcd you to put forwai'd suggestions as a petıtıoner, 
and then you propose that the Congress should offi::iaIly communıcate WJth you. Surely you 
have misunderstood me and done yourseif and me an ınjustİce. There is no quetion of 
petitioning eıther by you or by ınc, but a desire lo understand each other and the problem 
that we have bcen dıscussing. i do not understand ıhe signifıcance of your vvanting an 
official mtımation from the Congress. l did not ask you for an ofîi.;ial reply on behalf of the 
Müslim Leaguc. Organısaıons do not functıon in Ihis way, It is not a questinn of prestige 
for the Congress or fur any of us, for wc are kecner on reachmg the goal we have set before 
us, than on sınall matters of prestige, The Congress is a great enough orgnisation to ignore 
such petty matters, and if somc of ıs have gained a measure of ıntluenceand populanty, 
wc have done so in the shadow of Congress. 

You wıU remember ıhat I took Ihe inıtîatıvc m writing to you and requesting you 
to enlighten me as to vvhat your objccuons were to the Congress policy and what, according 
to you, were the points in dispute. I had read many of your spccches, as reported in the 
press, and I found to ray regret that they were ful! of stroııg attacks on the Congress which, 
according to my way of thinking, were not justtfied. I wanted to femove any misunder- 
standîngs, ıvhere such caisted, and to clear the air. 


265 



I havc found, chiefly in the Urdu press, the most astounding falsehoods about 
thc Congress. I rcfer to facts, not to opinions, and to facts within my knowledgc. Two 
days ago, here in Calcutta, I saw a circular letter or notice issued by a secretary of a Müs¬ 
lim League. This contained a list of the so-cailed misdeeds of the U.P. Government. 1 
read this with amazement for therc was not an item of truth in most of the charges. I sup- 
pose thcy wcTc gamcfed from the Urdu press. Through the press and the platform such 
charges have been repeated on numcrous occasions and communal passions have thus 
been roused and bitterness created. This has gneved me and I have sought by writing 
to you and to Nawab İsmail Khan to hnd a way of chccking this deplorablc deteriora- 
tion of our public life, as well as a sürer basis for co-opcratîon. That problem stili faces 
us and I hope we shall solve it. 

1 have mentioned earlier ın this letter the critical International situation and the 
terrible sense of impending catastrophe that hangs över the world. My mind is obsessed 
^ith this and T want India to realıse it and bc ready for ali consequences, good or ıll, that 
may flow from it. In this penod of Würld crisis ali of us, to whatever party or group we 
might belong and whatcver our dıtfcrenccs might be, havc the primary duly of holding 
together to proteet our people from penis that might encompass them. Our differences 
and arguments secm trivial when the future of thc world and of India hangs in the balaııce. 
It is in thc hope that ali of us will succeed in buılding up this larger unity in our country 
that I have vvritten to you and others repeatedly and at length. 

Therc is onc small matter I should like to mention. The report of any specch at 
Haripura, as given ın your letter and the newspaper articlc, is not correet. 

We have been corresponding for some time and many vague rumours float about 
as to what we have been saying to cach other. Anxıous inquiries conıc to me and I havc 
no doubt that similar iııquiries arc addressed to you also. I think that we might take the 
public into our confıdencc now for this is a public matter on which many are interested. 
I suggcst, therefore, that our correspondcnce might be rcleased to the press. T presume 
you ^%jll ha\e no objcetion. 


Yours sıncerciy, 
JawBharlal Nehru 


Bombay, 
Aprîl 12, 1938 


Dear Pandit Javvaharlal, 

I am in receipt of your letter of Üıe 6th Apnl, 1938. 1 am cxtrcmely obliged (o 
you for infunnating me that you propose to ntum to Ailahabad and shall probabJy be 
there for the grealer part of April and suggesting that, if it would bc convenient for me 



to come there, we could meet, or, ıf it suits me bbetter to go to LuckQow, you wıll try to 
go there. I am afraid that it is not possible for me owing to my oCher engagements, but 
I shail be in Bombay about thc cjıd of April and if ıt is convcnient to you, I shall be very 
glad to meet you. 

As to the rest of your letter, it has been to me a most painful leadıng. It seems 
to me that you cannot even accurately mterpret my letter, as you very honesüy say that 
“your mind is obsessed with the International situation and the terrible sense of impending 
catastrophe that hangs över the world’, so you are thinking ın tcrms entırely divorced 
from realıtics which face us in India. I can only express my great regret at your turning 
and tvvisting what I wrote to you and puttiug entırely a wroug complexion upon the posi- 
tıon T have placed bcfore you at your request. You have formulated certaın points m your 
letter which you father upon me to begin wıth as my proposals.l sent you extracts from the 
press which had recently appeared simply because I believed you when you repeatedly 
asserted and appealcd to me that you would be grateful if 1 wouid refer you to any recent state- 
ments made in the press or platform which would help you in understanding matters. Those 
are some of the matters which are undoubtedly agıtating Müslim India, but the question 
how to meet them and to what extent and by what mcans and methods,is thc business, 
as I have said bcfore. of every true nationalist to solve. Whcther constıtutıonal changes 
are necessary, vvhether vve should do il by agreement or conventions and so forth, are 
matters, I thought, were for dıscussion, but I am extremely sorry to find that you have in your 
letter already pronounced your judgment and given your decisions on a good many of them 
with a preamble which ııegatıves any suggestion of dıscussion which raay lead to a scılle- 
ment, as you start by saying **£ was so much surpriscd to see this lısl as 1 have no İdea that 
you vvanted to discuss many of these matters with us; some of these are wholly covered 
by previous decisions of ıhe Congress, some others are hardly capable of discussion/* 
and then you proceed to your conciusions having formulated the points according to your 
own notions. Your tonc and language again display thc same arrogance and militant spint 
as if ıhe Congress is the sovereign püwcr and, as an mdicalion, you extend your patronage 
by saying that ''obviously the Müslim League is an imporCant communal organisationand 
we deal with ıt as such, as we have to deal \S'ith ali orgauısatıons and mdividuals that come 
within our ken.We do not determinc the mcasure of importance or distinction they possess” 
and then you mention vanous other organisations. Here I may add that in nıy opinion, 
as I have publicfy stated so often, that unless the Congress recognıscs thc Mushm League on 
a footıng of complete equalıty and is prepared as such to negotiate for a Hındu-Muslım 
settlemcnt. we shall have lo ıvait and depend upon our inhercnı strength wbich wıll "deter- 
mine the raeasure of importance or di.nmclion it possesses." Having regard to your mentality 
it is rcally difücult for me to make you understand the position any further. Of course, 
as I have said before, I do not propose to dıscııss the various matters, referred lo by ycu, 
by means of and through corrcspondencc, as, in my opinion, that ıs not the way to tackIe this 
matıer. 

With regard to your refercncc to certaın falsehoods that have appeared about 
thc Congress in the Urdu press, vvhich, you say, have astounded you, and with regard 
to the circular letter referred to about the misdeeds of the U.P. Government, I can express 
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no opinion without investigatjon, but 1 can give you number of falsehouds that have ape- 
pcarcd in the Congress press and in statements of Congressmen wjth regard to thc All- 
India Müslim League, some of thc İcaders and thosc who are connected with it. Simiiarly 
I can give instances of reports appearing in the Congress press and speeches of Congress- 
men which are daily deliberately misrepresenting and vılıfying the Müslim composition 
of the Bengal, Sind, Punjab, and Assam Govemments wjth a view to bfeak those Govem- 


ments, but that is not the subject matter of our correspondence and besides no useful 
purpose wıli be served in doing so. 


With regard to your request that our correspondence should be relcased to the 
press, [ have no objection providcd the correspondence between me and Mr. Gandhi h 
also pubiishcd simultaneously, as we both have referred to him and his correspondence 
with me in ours. You WJİİ please thereforc obtain the permission of Mr. Gandhi to that 
effect or, if you wish, I will write to hım, informing hım that you dcsirc to rclcase the corrcs- 
pondcnce betwcen us to the press and I am willing to agree to it provided he agrees that the 
correspondence between him and mysetf is also released. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Allahabad, 
April 16, 1938 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Your Ictler of April 12th has jıist rcached me. 

I am exceedingly sony that anything that 1 have vvrittcn to you should have caused 
you paın. İt seems to be truc that wc approach publıc problem from dilTcrent standpoinU 
and inevitably I try to placc my vicwpoınt before you and seek to gain your apprcciation 
of il. To say anything ihat might pain you would deı'eat my own purpose, cven apart from 
ıts impropriety. Aı the same time I owe it to you and to myself to endeavour to place frankly 
before you how my mind works and whal my vicws are on the subj'.'ct matUT under dıscu.s- 
sion. Our viewpoint5 might diSer, but I do bclıeve that the margin of difference can be 
Icssened by a frank approach on either side. I have sought to ınake this approach in ali 
sincerity and with every desire ou my part not to say anytJııng that might come in the way. 

In my last letter l dcalt with ıhe various points mentioned in the extracts you had 
sent me as 1 presumed that, as you had drawn my attention to them, they might to large 
CKtent reprcficni what you had in mind. As you know 1 have bcen tryıng to get at these 
points of diBerence and when 1 saw something conerete 1 wanted to give my reaction to 
it. 1 tricd co State what the Congress opinion has been in regard to them. There is no hnality 
in day to day polîlica, although certain principles are supposed to gövem policics. It is for 



the Congress, if it so chooses, to vary any policy. Ali I can do is to State what tlıe past and 
present policy is. 

I fegrct that you think that I write in an arrogant and miUtant spirit and as if 
I considcFed the Congress as the sovereign powcr. I am painfully conscious of the fact 
that the Congress is not a sovereign powcr and that it is circumscribed in a hundred ways 
and further that it may have to go through the wilderness many a time again before it 
achieves its objective. You have refeffed to my obsession with the intemationai situation 
and the sense of impending catastrople that possessesme. If I feel that way, as 1 do, 1 can 
hardly grow complacent of imagine that the Congress is sovereign. But when I discuss 
Congress policies as a Congressman I can only repeat what these are and not bring in 
Diy own particular view on the subject, if these happen to be at variance with Congress re- 
solutions. 

You point out to me that the Congress press has contained numerous falsehoods 
inregardto the Müslim League andsome of itsleaders, aswell as theprovincialgovernments 
of Bengal, Punjab, Sind and Assam. T entirely agrcc with you that falsehoods, misrepresen- 
tations and msinuations are to be deprecated and counteted wherever they might occur, 
in the Urdu, Hindi or English press, or whatever the political complexion of the news- 
paper. There is no such thîng as the Congress press över whîch the Congress has control, 
but it is true that many nevvspapers generally support the Congress. But whether we can 
influence them or not, we certainly want to stop ali such false and misleading statemenrs 
and to express our disapproval of them Inthis matter T can only beg to you to point out 
specific instances so that we nught take necessary actlon. 

I note that you say about the publication of our correspondence. I have not got with 
mc copies of your correspondence with Mahatma Gandhi. I am thefefore sviring to him to 
scek his permission as suggested by you. 

I am afraid it will hardly be possible for me to visit Bombay in Aprll or May. 
Early in June I intend saihng for Europc, In case 1 go to Bombay earlier I shall inform 
you so that we might have the opportunity of meeting. I understand that you will be meet- 
ing Mahatma Gandhi in the near future. 


Yours sincerely, 
Javvaharlal Nehru. 


« * « 

Allahabad, 
December 1, 1939 

My dear Jinnah, 

Whcn we met last in Delhi, it was agreed that we should meet again to discuss 
various aspects of the communal problem. You told me that on your retum to Bombay you 
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wou]d write to me suggesting some date Tor such a meeting. 1 have been looking forvvard 
to youT letter since then. I hope that whcııever it is convenient for you to fix date you wiil 
kindly let me know. 

Sir Stafford Cripps is coming to India soon and is lıkely to spend two or three 
wceks in this country. He is on his way to China. 1 do not yet exactly know when he will 
reach here, but probably he will come in about a week's time. During his brief stay in India 
he would like to mcet you if that is possîble. 1 do not know his programmc at ali, nor do 
1 know what cities he intends visiting. But I take it that he will go to Bombay. Could you 
kindly let me knovv if you are likeJy to bc in Bombay about the third week of this month 
or laler? This Information might hclp him to arrange his programme. Hc is coming by 
air and will land İn Allahabad. 


^ m * 


Yours sıncerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehnı. 


Bombay, 

4th Decembcr 1939 

My dear Javvahar, 

I am m receipt ol your letter of the İst Decembcr, and thank you for it,As at pre- 
sent advısed f hope to bc in Bombay fer the next two or three wceks, and if it is convenient 
to you 1 shall be very gUd to see you and fîx up any date that may süit you. Please, there- 
fore, let me know what date and lime W!İİ süit you. 

As regards Sir Stafford Cripps, I rcccived a letter from him, and 1 have already 
replied to hım c/o your addrcss as dırected by him,and as I have already stated I shall be 
here in Bombay and as he is arnving at Allahabad on the 8th, as 1 under^tand from his 
letter, I ahali bc very glad to see him whcn he is in Bombay. On hearing from him I shall 
Ax up Qİso the date and time that may süit him. 


Yours sinctrely, 
M A. Jinnah. 


My Dear Jinnah, 


Allahabad, 
Decembcr 9, 1939. 


Two days ago [ sent you a letter informing you that I intended going to Bombay 
soon and hoped to mcet you there. Yeslerday moming I read in the newspapers your state- 
ment Biıng Deoember 22nd as a day of deliverance and thanks giving as a mark of relief that 



the Congress Govemmcnts have at last ceased to function. I have read this statement 
very carefully morc than önce and have given twenty-four hours thought to the matter. 

It is not for me, in this letter, to enter into any controversy about facts or impressions 
or conciusions. You know my views about these, formcd. I hopc, in ali earnesiness and 
with ali desirc to find the truth. It may be that T am mistakcn, but I have sought more 
light and that light has not come. 

But wlıat has oppressed rac terribly since yeslerday ıs the reahsation that our sense 
of values and objeetives in life and politics differs so very greatly. I had hoped, after our 
conversations, that this wasnot so great, but now the gulf appears to be vvider than ever. 
Under these cîrcumstances, I vvonder what purpose will be served by our discussing wjth 
each other the problems that confront us. There must be some common ground for discus- 
tion, some common objeetive aimed at, for that discussion to yield fruit. I think, I owc 
it to you as well as to myself to put this difficulty before you. 

You were good enough to shovv mc in Delhi a letter you had reccıved from Bijnor. 

I enquired into the matter and am informcd that the version of facts gıven to you is not cor- 
reet and is wholly ınisleading. If you would çare to have an cxplanation of what happened, 

I could obtain it for you from Bijnor. For this purpose, I wou]d like to have a copy of the 
letter you «ıhovved me in Delhi. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawahar]al Nehru. 

t « * 

Bombay, 

13th December, 1939. 

Dear Jawaharlal, 

I am in rcceipt ol your letter of the 9th December. I did not know where to 
address my reply to you as your moveıncnts were reported in the press to be uncertain. 
The latest announcement is that you are arrıving in Bombay on the 14th of December and 
I am thereforc scuding this letter to your Bombay address. 1 quitc agree w'lh you that 
“there must bc some common ground for discussion, some common objeetive aimed at for 
that discussion to yield fruit"; that is the \cr/ rcason why 1 made it clear in our conver¬ 
sations at Delhi in Octobeı last to Mr, Gandhi andyourself. First, that so longas the Cong¬ 
ress is not prepared to trcat the Müslim Leaguc as the authontative and representative 
organisation of the Mussalmans of fndia, it was not possible to carry on talks regarding 
the Hindu-Muslim settirment as that was the basis laid down by the working commıttee 
of the All-India Müslim Leaguc, and second, that we cannot endorse the Congress de- 
mand for the dcelaration as laki down m the resolution of the Working Committee con- 
firmed by the All-Jndia Congress Committee of JOth October 1939, apart from the nebulous 
and impracticable eharaeter of it, tül we reach an agreemenl with regard to the nunority 
problem. The Müslim League was also not satjsfied wİEh the declaration made by the 
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Viceroy, If happiiy we could settie the Hindu-Muslim quettion, then we woııld be in a 
position to evolve an agreed formula for a demand of declaration by His Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment that wou]d satisfy us; neither the first nor the second suggestion of mine waa 
acceptable to Mr. Gandhi or to yourself at Delhi, but you were good enough to express 
your wish that you would like to meet me again and I said that 1 would be always glad 
to see you. In reply to your letter of the İst December expressing your wish to see me in 
Bombay, 1 infonned you that 1 shall be in Bombay tili the 3rd week of December and I shall 
be glad to see you, and 1 can only say that if you desire to discuss the matter further I am 
at your disposal. 

As regards your reference to the Bijnor incident T am sure that you will agree 
with me that it requiTes a thorough judicial examination and enquİT 7 before any conciuion 
can be arrived at, and it is hardly worth our while to deal with onc instance, for in my 
judgment the whole woTking of the consituation and our eharges against the Congress 
Government must be thoroughly examined by a Royal Commission. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


4ı * 


Carmichael Road, 
Bombay, 

December 14, 1939, 

My dear Jinnah^ 

Thank you for your letter of the ]3th December whjch was delivered to me in the 
forenoon today on, my aırivaJ here. I sent you my last letter ftom AUahabad after reading 
and giving full thoughl to your statement about the celebratinn oF “a day of delivcrance 
and thanksgiving” by the MusLims, This statemenl had distressed me greatly as ît made 
mc rcalise that the gulf that separated us in our approach to publîc problems was very 
great. In view of this fundomentaJ dilference, I wondcred what common ground there 
was for discussion and 1 pul my difflcuity before yuu. That difficulty remains. 

İn your letter you have emphasized two other preliminary conditions befure 
any common ground for discussion can arisc. The first is that the Congress must tıeat 
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the Müslim Leaguc as the authoritative and reprcsentatıve organisation of the Mussai- 
mans of ladia. The Congress has alıvays considered the League as a very imporüınt and 
influential organisation of the Muslims and it is because of thîs that we have been eager 
to settie any differences that may exist between us. But presumably what you suggest is 
something more and involves some kind of repudiation by us or dissociation from other 
Muslims who are not in the League, who havc been and are our closest colieagues. There are, 
as you know, a large number of Muslims in the Congress, who have been and are our 
closest colieagues. There are Müslim organisations like the Jamiat-ul-Ulema, the All-Tndia 
Shia Conference, the Majlis-e-Ahrar, the All-India Momin Couference, ete., apart from 
trade unions and peasant unions which have many Muslims as ihçiv members. As a general 
rule, many of these organisations and individuals have adopted the same political plat¬ 
form as wc have done in the Congress. We cannot possıbiy dissociate ourselves from 
them or disüwn them in any way. 

You have rightİy pointed out on manv occasions that the Congress does not 
represent every body in India. Of course not. It does not represent those who dısagree 
with it, whether they are Muslims or Hindus. Iıı the ultimate analysis it represents its members 
and sympathîsers. So also the Müslim League, as any other organisation, represents its 
own members and sympalhisers. But there ıs this vital di/fer^nce that whjJe the Congress 
constitutionally has its membership öpen to all ^vho subseribe to its objectıve and methods, 
the Müslim League ıs only open to Muslims. Thus the Congress constitutionally has a 
natıonsl basis and it cannot give that up vvithout putting an end to its exi:îtcncc. There 
are many Hmdus, as you kııovv, in the Hindu Mahasabha who oppose the idea of the 
Congress representing the Hindus as such. Then there are the Sıkhs and otlıers who claim 
that ihey should be heard when communal nıaiters are considered. 

l am afrairt therefore that if your desire is that vve should consıder the League 
as the sole organisation reprcsentıng the Muslims to the exclusion of all others, we are 
whoUy unable to accede to ıt. It would be cqually at variance with facts if wc made a simılar 
daim for the Congress, in spıte of the vastness of the Congress organisation. But I would 
venturc to say that such questJons do not arisc when two organisations deal with each 
other and consider prublcms of muiual ınterest. 

Your aecond point is that the Mushm League cannot endorse Ihe Congress dc- 
mand İcr a dcclaration from the Briîish Government. 1 regret tü /earn this for this means 
that, apart from communal qucstıons, w^; dılTer cntircly on purely political grounds. The 
Congress demand is cssentially for a declaration of war aıms and more especially for a 
declaration of Tndian independence and the rıght of the Indian people to frame their own 
coiıslıtution vvithout fxternal inlerference. İf the Müslim League dof^s not agree to this, 
this means that our political objeetives arc M^Holly dissimılar. The Congress demand is 
not ncw.It is inherent in article one of the Congress and all our policy for many years post 
has been based on it, It is inconccivable to mc how the Cogress can gtve it up or even vary 
it. Fersonaliy I wouId be entirely opposed ta any attempt at variation But this is not aper- 
sonal matter. There is a resoluiion of the AIMndia Congress Committee, endorsed by a 
thousand meetîngs all över India and I am power!ess to ignore it. 
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İt thus seems that politically we have no common ground and tbat our objectıves 
are different. That in itself makes discussion difficult and fruitless. What led me to write 
my last letter to you also remains the prospect of a celebration of a day of deliveranco by the 
Muslims as suggested by you. That raises very vital and far-reaching issues, in which I need 
not go now, but whıch must influence ali of us. That approach to the communal problem 
cannot be reconciled with an attempt to solve it. 

I feel, therefore, that it wıil scrve littie purpose for us to meet at this stage and 
under these conditions wıththis background. 1 should like to assure you howeveT that we 
are always prepared to have frec and frank discussions of the communal or othcr problems 
as between the Congrcss and the League. 

I note what you say about the Bijnor incident. It has been our misfortune that 
charges are made in a one-sided way and they arc never inquired into or disposed of. You 
will appreciate that it is very easy to make complaints and very unsafe to rely upon them 
without duc jnquıry. 

Yours sincefely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

# * * 

Bombay, 

December 15, 1939. 

Dcar Jawaharlal, 

I am in receipt of your letter of ıhe 14th December 1939 and I am sorry to say 
that you have not appreciated my posıtion with regard to the second point. i did not say 
that Müslim League cannot endorse the Congress dcmand for a declaration from British 
Government. What I have said wus that we cannot endorse the Congress demand for the 
declaration as laid down in the resolution of the working committee and confirmed by the 
All-Indiû Congrss Committee of the \0th October 1939 for the reasons I have already speci- 
fied in my letter, 

If this resolution of the Congress cannot be modifîed in any way and as you say 
that personally you would bc entirely opposed to any attempt at variatiou of it and as 
you make it clear that you are wholly unable to treat wjth the Müslim League as the authori- 
tative and representative organisation of the Mussalmans of İndia, may 1 know in these 
circumstances whât do yuu cxpect or wish me to do- 

Yours since rely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* * * 
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Bombay, 

December 16, 1939. 

My Dear Jinnah, 

Thank you for your letter of December 15th. 

I realise the difference you have pointed out. Of course the Müslim League cannot 
oppose the idea of any declaration. WhattheCongress had asked for was an enunciation 
of war aims and a recognition of India's indepcndence and the right of her people to frame 
their constitutıon, a right that must necessarily be inherent in indepcndence. AH thesc 
are basic principlcs which flow from our objective of independence, and as the Müslim 
League has the same declared objective, there should be no diiference of opinion about 
them. Tn the application of thcse principles many ımportant matters will no doubt have 
to be considered. But so far as the basic demands are concerned, they are of the very essence 
of İndian nationalîsm. To givc them up or to vary them materially is to knock down our case 
for independence. 

In regard to the war also the Congress has repeatedly declared its policy during 
the last eleven years. The present declaration is a logical out-come of that policy. I have 
personally had some sharc in shaping this policy and 1 have attached împortance to it. 
You will appreciate that it is exceedingly difficuit, apart from the question of desirability, 
to vary such long-established and fundaraental policits. Thcse policics are political in their 
cssence and, I would venture to say, are the only policies whıch flow from a demanJ for 
indian freedom. Details may be considered and discussed. their application should be 
worked out in mutual co-nperation and, in particular, the mterests of various groups and 
minorities should be considered carefully and proteeted. But to challenge the very basis 
of that declaration is to demonstrate that there is a great difference in political outlook 
and policies. This, as such has nothing to do with the Hindu-Muslim problem. It is be- 
cause of thi^s that I feel that there is littie in common in our political objeetives. 

May I say again that no onc on our behalf, so far as 1 know, challenges or mini- 
mıses the authe^rity, influence and importance of the Müslim League.lt is for this reason 
that we have hecn eager to discuss matters with it and to arrive at a satisfactory solution 
of the problem that confronl us. Unfortunately we never secm to reach even the proper 
dıscussıon of thesc problenıs a^ various hurdles and obstructions, in the shape of condi- 
tions prcccdent, come in our way. Thesc condıtions precedent as l have ventured to point 
out to you, have far-reaching significance. 1 do not know why they should be allowed to 
nbstruct ali progress or prevent us from consıdering thcse problems. Tt should not be difficuit 
to remove these hurdles and come to grips with the subject ıtself. But as these hurdles 
continue and others are added to them, I am compelled to think that the real dıfficulty 
is Ihe difference in polih'cal outlook and objeetives. 

At the present moment, the decision to have an ali India demonstration on Decem¬ 
ber 22nd has added a psychological barrier which effectıvely prevents mutual approach 
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and discussion.I regret this cxcecdingly and have carncstly vvished that you would see your 
way to remove this berrier which is leading and can only led to I stili hope that 

you may be able to do so. 

I do wish to assure you that for my part I do not want to leave any stone un- 
turned which can lead to mutual understanding and settlement. But you wiJl not have 
me, as I do not want to have you, leavc integrıty of mind and purpose in pursuit of any- 
thing. Nothing worthwhiIe can be gained that way. I have deep political convictions and 
I have laboured in accordance with them these many years. I cannot leave thcm at any 
time, much less now when the world is in the throes of a terrific crisis. 


Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 


« * 

PRESS STATEMENT 

Press statement ıssued from Bombay on January 7, 1940, by Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
President of the All-India Müslim League while releasing the correspondence between 
him and Pandıt Jawaharlal Nehru: 

“I regret to hnd that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, durmg his recent tour in the 
Punjab and clsewhere, has thought fit to attack me in a manner unworthy of any respon- 
sıble leader. He accuses me of being bent upon the preservation of British domination 
över India vvhich I can only eharaeterise as not only unvvarranted, but mean. The reasons 
for his refusing to continue his talks with me, as given by him, far from corrent^ are mis* 
leading and unfair. 

I would not further comment upon his reckIess and irresponsible pronounce- 
ments, but I snall rest content wıth releasing the correspondence between us on the subject. 
This wıll show the true reasons for his refusmg lo proceed further in the matter, and I 
leave ıt to the publıc to judge the impossible attitude that is being taken up by him and the 
Congress.” 



* 


New Delhi 
lOth May, 1946. 


My dear Jinnah, 


İn accordance with our decision yesterday at the conference, my coUeagues have 
given a good deal of thought to the choice of a suitable umpire. We have felt that it wouid 



probably be desirable to exclude Englishmen, Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. The field is thus 
limited. Nevertheless we have drawn up a considerable list from which a choice can be 
made. I presume that you have also^ in consultation with your executive, prepared a list 
of possible umpires. Would you like these two lists to be considered by us, that is, by you 
and me? If so, wc can fix up a meeting for the purpose. After we have met, our recom- 
mendation can be considered by the eight of us, that is, the four representatives of the Cong- 
ress and the four representatives of the Müslim League, and a fînal choice can be made, 
which we can place before the conference when it meets tomorrow. 


Yours sinocrciy, 
JawahaTİal Nehru 





New Delhi, 
May 10, 1946. 

Dear Jawaharlal, 

I received your letter of lOth May at 6 p.m. 

At yesterday’s meeting between you and me at the Viceregal Lodge, we discussed 
several pomts besides the fixing of an umpire, After a short discussion, we came to the 
conciusion that we will further examinc your proposal made by you at the conference 
yesterday, with ali its implications after your and rny Consulting our respeetive colicagues 

I shall be glad to mcet you to consıder the various aspects of your proposal any 
time that may süit you tomorrow raorning after 10 o’clock. 


Your sinoerely, 
M. A. Jınnah 



New Delhi, 
llth May, 1946. 


My dear Jinnah, 

Your letter of May lOth reached me at ten last night. 

During the talk we had at Viceregal Lj'nlge you referred to various matters be¬ 
sides the choice of an umpire and I gave you my rcacıions in regard to them. Bul I was 
under the impression that the proposal to have an umpire had been agreed to and our 



next business was to suggest names. Indeed it was when some such agreemeut was reached 
in the conference that wc had our talk. My colieagues have proceeded on this basis and 
prepared a Üst of suitable names. The conference wili cxpect us to teli them this afternoon 
the name of the umpire we fix upon, or at any rate to place before them suggestions in 
this behalf. 

The chief implication in havîng an umpire is to agree to accept his final decision. 
We agree to this. We suggest that we might start with this and report accordingly to the 
conference. 

As suggested by you, 1 shall come över to your place of residencc at about 
10-30 this moming. 

Yours sincercly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* * * 

New Delhi, 

May 11, 1946. 

Dear Jawaharlal 

1 am in receipt of your letter of the llth May. 

During the talk we had at the Viceregat Lodge, vvhich lastedfor about hfteenor 
tvventy minutes, 1 pointed out various aspects and impiicaCions of your proposal and we had 
had a Jiscussion for a littie while, but no agreement was arrived at between you and me 
on any poınt except that at your suggestion that you consult your colleagues and 1 shouid 
do likewise we adjourned to meet again the next day to further discuss the matter. 

1 shall be glad to meet you at 10-30 this morning for further talk. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Wardha, 

13th August. 1946. 

DtAr Mr. Jinnah, 

As you know, the Vıccroy has invited me in tny capacity as President of the Cong- 
ress, to make proposals for the immediate formation of the interim government. 1 have 
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accepted the invitation. I feel that my fir&t step should be to approach you and seek your 
co-operation in the formation of a coalition. provısîonal govemment. It is naturally out 
desire to have as representative a govemment as possıble. Should you wish to discuss this 
matter further with me, bcfore coming to a decislon, I shall gladly see you in Bombay 
or wherever you may be. I am leaving Wardha on the I4th and reachmg Bombay on the 
15th August forenoon. Probably I shall leave Bombay for Delhi on the morning of August 
17. 

Yours Sincerely, 


JawahaTİal Nehru 


Dear Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 


Bombay, 
August 15, 1946. 


1 received your letter, dated the 13th yesterday, delıvered to me by hand. 


I know nothing as to what has transpircd between the Viceroy and you; nor 
have I any idca of what agreement has beetı arrived at betweeıı you two, except what you 
say in your Ictter that the Viceroy has invîted you, in your capacity as the Presidcnt of the 
Congress, to make proposals for the immcdiate formation of the interim govemment and 
that you have accepted the invitation. 

If this nıeans Ihat the Viceroy has commissioned you to form the Exccutive 
Council of the Govcrnor-Gt n' ral and has alrcady agreed to aceept and act upon your advicc 
and proceed to constitutc his Hxecutıvc accordingly, it is not possible for me to aceept such 
a positîon on that basis. 

Howevcr, if you çare to meet mc on behalf of the Congress to scttie the Hindu- 
Muslim questioıı and re.solvc the serıous dcadlock, 1 shall bc glad to sce you today at 6 p.m. 

The substaııce of your İfttcr, unfortunately, has alrcady appeared iıı the press 
cven bcA^re I received ıt. May I, thereforc, reguest you to release this htter of mine also 
to the press? 

Yours siuccrciy, 


M. A. Jinnah. 

• • * 

Bombay, 

August 15, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 


Thank you for your letter of today’s date which was delıvered to me at about 

J p.m. 
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Nothing has transpired betweeiL me and the Viceroy exccpt what has already been 
published. There is no arrangement other than svhat is coatained in his brlef offer and ouf 
acceptancc. That ofTcr, made by the Viceroy with the concurrence of the British Government, 
is for us to make proposals for the formaion immediately of an intetim government, The 
Executive Council of the Governor-Generaİ has not been mentioned as such. İt is undet- 


stood, as stated in the published correspondence bet'ıVeen the Congress President and the 
Viceroy, that the interim government will have the greatest possiblc frcedom in the exercise 
of the day-to-day administration of this country. 


Since this brief offer was made and we acceptcd il, 1 have had no opportunity 
to meet the Viceroy or discuss the matter with him more fulJy. I hopc to do so within the ncxt 
two or three days. It was our wish, however, that I might approach you first and invite your 
co-operation. We are naturally anxious to form a government, which wiU be as repre- 
sentative as possible in order to deal with the urgent problems facing this country. 

İn your letter you state that you are unable to accept the position as it appears 
to you. I regret this, Perhaps, on fuller consideration of the position you svould be agreeablc 
to reconsider your decision. If so, we would welcome it. For this purpose I shall gladly 
see you, if you so desire. 

As tegards the general Hindu—Müslim question, we are always prepared to dis¬ 
cuss this and try to lind a way out. Just at present ıvc are immediately concern'’d with the for- 
mation of the provisional government and cîrcumstanccs demand that early steps should 
be taken in regard to it. We hope that a coafitîon provisional government wjJ 1 itself help 
in the consideration and solutıou of nur problems. While 1 am wilHng to discuss the larger 
question with you, l have no new suggcstions to make. Perhaps you may be able to 
suggest a new approach. 

l am prepared to come tu your place at 6 p.m. this evening, or if it is more con- 
venient to you, somc time tomorrow. I am leaving Bombay on the 17th morniug. 


My letter to you vvas not sent to the press. 1 made a brief statement to the press, 
hovvcver, in vicw of repeated questions put to me by nevvspapermen and in order to prevc/ıt 
misconceptıons, if you so desire, you can release ali this correspondence to the Press, 


Yours sincerely, 


* 


4ı 



Dear Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 


Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Bombay, 

August 15, 1946. 


I am in receipt of your letter of August 15, delivered to me at about 3-30 p.m. 
and 1 thank you for it. 



1 have already made nıy position clear in my letter dated th? 15th of August 
sent to you this morning. But as youhave given certainexplanations, with some of which 
1 must not be taken to agree, and as you desire to meet, I shall be glad to see you today 
at 6 p.m. 

1 agree with you that in order to prevent misonception in the mind of the public, 
our correspondence should be published and accordingiy I am relcasing it to the press. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* « * 

October 6» 1946. 

Dv^ar Mr. Jinnah, 

1 have consulted some of my colleagues about the matters discussed by us yes- 
terday and över the possİbility of rapprochement betwecn the Müslim League and the 
Congress. We are ali agreed that nothing couid be happîer and betler for the country 
than that these two organisations should meet again as hefore as friends having no mental 
reservations and bent on resolving ali their differences by mutual consultation and never 
desiring or allowing the intervention of the British Government through the Vicefoy or 
others or of any other foreign power. We would, tliereforc, welcome the decısion of the 
League to join the interim government for it to work as a United team on behalf of indin 
as a whole. 

The points put forward by you in our conversation yesterday werc: 


(1) the formuU suggc:)ted to you by Gandhiji; 

(2) the League not beıng responsible for the members at present represent- 
ing the Scheduled Caetes and the minorities; 

(3) v/hat should be done in case any vacaney should atise among the 
members representing ıhe minorities other than the Scheduled Castes; 

(4) the procedure to be adopted över what may be called majör communal 
issues, and 

(5j altcrnating Vicc—Presjdeııtship. 

Regarding No. 1, we feel ıhat ıhc formula is not happily worded. We do not 
question the purpose uderlying it. We are vvilling, as a result of the electîoos, to accept 
the Müslim League as the authoritative repre^entative organisation of an over-whelming 
majuTity of the Muslıms of India and that as such and in accordance with democratic 
principles they have today the unquestjonablc right to represent the Musliıns of India, 
provided that for idcntical reasons the League recognıses the Congress as the authori- 
tative organisation representing ali non-Muslinıs and such Muslims as have thrown 
in their lot with the Congress. The Congress cannot agree to any restriction or lımitations 
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to be put upon ıt in choosing such representatives as they think proper from amongst 
the members of the Congress. We would suggest, therefore, that no formula is necessary 
and each organisation may stand on its merits. 

Regardıng No. 2, I am to say that the question of the League being responsible 
does not ahse and. as you do not raise any objections to the present constitution of the 
Government in this respect, there is no question to be solved. 

Regarding No. 3, 1 am to say that if any such vacancy arises, the U'hole Cabinet 
will consider what should be done, to replace the vacancy and advıse the Viceroy accor- 
dingly. There can be no qucstiûn of rıght in the matter of consultation with the League 
in regard to the representation of these minorities. 

Regarding No. 4, your suggestion about the Federal Court is not feasible. Matters 
Corning before the Cabinet cannot be made subject-mattcr of references to court. Wc 
should thrash out ali such matters amongst uurselves and bring up agreed proposals 
before the Cabinet. In the event of faılure to reach an agreed decision, we should scek 
the method of arbitration of our own choice. We hope, howeveT, that we will act wjth 
such mutual trust, forbearance and friendliness that there wi]l be no occasion to go to 
such arbitration. 

Regarding No. 5, it is out of the question to have any rotation in the Vicc- 
Presidentship. We have no objeetion il you desire to have an additional Vice- Chairman 
for the Co-ordination Committce of the Cabinet, who can also presıde at such committcc 
meetings from time to time. 

I am hoping that if your Committee finally decide upon the League joining 
the National Cabinet, they wili also decide simultaneously to join the Constıtuent Asstm- 
bly, or recommend to your Councıl to this effect. 

I need hardly mention that when an agreement has been reached by us ıt can 
only be varied by mutual agreement and not othenvıse. 


Yours sincerely, 
Ja^vaha^lai Nehnı 


October 7, 1946 

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 

l am in receipt of your letter oF 6th October, 1946 and I thank you for it. 1 
appıeciate and reciprocate your sentiments expressed in paragraph 1 of your letter. 

With regard to the second paragraph of your letter, point No. 1, the formula, 
it was accepted by Mr. Gandhi and me and the meeting betvveen us was arranged on that 



basis in. order to negotîate and settie a few other points remaining for the purpose of re- 
constituting the interim govemment. The formula runs as follows: 


The Congress does not challenge and accept that the Müslim League now is the 
authontative representative of an overwhelming majority of the Muslims of India. As 
such and accordance wıth democratic princıples they alonc have today an unquestionable 
right to represent the Muslims of India. But the Congress cannot agree that any restriction 
or limitation should be put upon the Congress to choose such representatives as they 
think proper from amongst the members of the Congress as theır representatives.’ 

And now, in your letter under reply, not only you have made changes in it but 
you consider no formula is necessary! I regret I cannot agree to any change in the language 
or othervvise as it was the agreed basis of our discussion on other points; nor can I agree 
with you that no formula is necessary. İt was signed by Mr. Gandhi and accepted by me. 

As the whole basis of our talk on other matters was the formula agreed to by 
Mr. Gandhi, I don’t think we can make any further progress untess ıt is accepted by you 
as a basis upon which we can proceed to discuss other points we have already dıscussed 
orally in the course of our conversation and now T am f*nclosing hcrewith a copy of the 
various points put by me before you in writing. 


Even the four points, excluding point No. 1. regarding the formula which I have 
already dealt with above, you don’t agree vvith any one of ihem. I am stili willing, oa the 
basis of the formula being accepted by you, to further discuss the various points with a 
view to settie them in the spirit of the sentiments expressed by you in paragraph 1. 1 am 
anxious that we should come to our own settlement vvıthout undue delay. 


« ♦ • 

ENCLOSURE (9 POİNTS) 


Yours sino?rely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


i. The total nuuiber of the members of the Executıve Councıl to be 14. 


2. Six nominees of the Congress wıll inciude one Seheduled Castes represen¬ 
tative, but it must not be taken thai the Müslim League has agreed to, or approves of, the 
seleetion of the Seheduled Castes representative, The ultiraateresponsibility in that behaif 
being with the Govemor-General and the Viceroy. 

3. That the Congress should noı inciude in the remaining hve members of their 
quota a Müslim of their choice. 


4. Safeguard.—That there shoul 
issues, if the majı^rity of Hindu or Musli 
then no decision should be taken. 


MBlI 


be a convention that on majör communal 
erabers of the Executive Council are opposed. 
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5. Altemative or rotational Vice-President should be appoJnted jn faimess 
to both the majör communities as it was adopted in thc U.N.O. Conference. 

6. The Müslim League was not consulted in the selection of the three minority 
fepresentatives, i.e. Sikh, Indian Christian and Parsı, and it should not be taken that the 
Müslim League approves of the selection that has been made. But in future, in the event 
of there being a vacancy owing to death, resignatîon or othenvise, representatıvcs of these 
minorities should be chosen in consultation with the two majör parties-the Müslim League 
and the Congress. 

7. Portfolios.—^The most important portfolios should be equaily distributed bet- 
ween thc two majör parties—the Müslim League and the Congress. 


8. That the above arrangemenl should not be changed or modified uniess both 
the majör parties—the Müslim League and the Congress—agree. 


9. The question of the settlement of the longterm plan should stand över until 
a betler and more conducive atmosphere is created and an agreement has been rrachcd 
on the points stated above and after the inlerim govemment has been reformed and flnally 
set up. 


This is what Mr. Gandhi said at a prayer meeting, after signing the formula 
stated in the above letter: 

(Mr. Gandhi went on to say how he fell impelled to teli ihem of thc error com- 
mitted by hira three days ago. He was thoroughly ashamed of it. For him, at this time of 
life, it was unpardonable. No harm had been done to anyone because of il. İt was not 
püssible for him to remember ever having done anything to hurt anyone. 


His eiTor consisted in being overhasty. He read a littie thing hunriedly, though 
there was no occasion for hurry, and fancied it was quite right whon;as it was not quite 
that. No public servant had the right to act in this way. He seemud, for thc moment, to 
have lost conhdence in himself and the belief that he would live for 125 years. 


Mr. Gajıdhi said they who listenrd to him werehis world for the time. He ^as 
telUng them of his mistake in order that they may İram a lesson from it and never be 
hasty or carekss in their actions. While his mind had been relieved of a buTd>m through 
confession, Mr. Gandhi said it would take a long time for him to regain the lost confi- 
dence as far as livıng 125 years was conceratd.) 



October 8, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 


I rcceıved your letter of the 7th October as I was going to Baroda House to meet 
you there last eveing. I hurrjedly glanced through it and was perturbed by it as it seemed 
to me to be at variance with the spirit of our talk the previous day. Subsequently we dis- 
cussed various points and unfortuııatcly could not convince cach other. 


On my return I fead through your letter more carefully and consulted some of 
my collcaguci.They were also disturbed not only by the letter butalso by the list of points 
attached to it. This list had not been seen or considered by us previously. It had littie rc- 
Levance after our talk, 


We have again givcn earnest consideratlon to the whole matter and we fcel that 
we cannot state our position more clearly than I did in my letter to you of October 6, ex- 
cept for some variations whıch I shall indicatc faelow. I shall, therefore, rcfer you to that letter 
of mine which represents our general and specific view point. 

As I have told you, my colleagues and I did not accept the formula agreed to 
by Gandhijı and you. 


The meeting betwcen you and rae was not arranged, so far as T was aware, on 
the agreed basis of that formula. We knew of it and were prepared to agree to the subs- 
tanoc of that formula as stated to you in my letter of October 6. That formula contained 
a further paragraph whıch you have not quoted in your letter: 

Tt is underslood that alİ the Ministers of the inlerim govemment will work as 
a team for the good of the whole of India and wıll never invoke the intervcntion of the 
Governor-Gencral in any case.’ 

Whde wc stili thmk that the formula is not happiJy worded, we are prepared, 
for the sake of the settlement we so eamestly desire, to accept Ihe whole of ıt, inciuding 
the paragraph left out in your letter. 


In that casc you vvill agree, 1 hope, that we should make our furihe^ position 
quitc clear. It is clearly understot»d of course that the Congress has the right to appoint a 
Müslim out of its quota. Further, as I have stated m my previous letter, the Congress posi¬ 
tion in regard to the Nationalist Muslims and the smaiier minorities should not be challen- 
ged by you. 


In regard to points nnrabcred 2, 3 and 4 in my letter of Octoer 6, I have stated 
our position and have nothig further to add. We have göne as far as we could to meet 
you and we are unabie to go further. 1 trust that you wili appreciate the position. 



Regarding No. 5 (the questlon of the Vice-President), you made a suggestion 
yesterday that the Vice-President and the Leader of the House (the Central Assembly) 
should not be the same person. In present circumstances this means that the Leader of 
the House should be a Müslim League member of the Cabinet. We shall agree to this. 

1 am writîng this letter to you after fuU and careful consideration of ali the issues 
involved and after Consulting such of my colieagues as are here. It is in no spirit of carrying 
on an argument that I have writtenbut rather to idkate to you our earnest desire to come 
to an agreement. We have discussed these oıatters sufficiently and the time has come for 
us to decide hnally. 

Yüurs sincerely, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, 

« * « 

Octûber 12, 1946, 

Dear Pandjt Jawahar1a], 

I received your letter dated 8th October, 1946, yesterday in rcply to my letter 
of October 7, 1946. 

I regret that you and your colieagues do not accept the formula agreed to by 
Mr. Gandhi and me. 

Mr. Gandhi and I had also agreed that on that basis you and 1 should meet in 
order to negotiate and settie a few otlıer points that remained for the purpose of reconsti- 
tuting the interim govemment. Accordingiy arragements were made for our meeting on 
the 5th October. 

I am surprised to gather from your letter, when you say that tl>e meeıing was 
not arranged, so far as you were aware, on the agreed basis of that formula. The only for¬ 
mula agreed upon bettveen Mr. Gandhi and me was that whjch was mentioned in my letter 
of October 7, 1946, I had not mentioned in my letter, what is referred to byyou as para- 
graph 2 as that was one of the pomts among others to be further e^amined and discussed 
by you and me. This arrangement was actually put on record. 

At our first meeting on the 5th of October, we discussed ali the points and you 
infonned me that you will Ict mc know the time that will süit you to meet me the next 
day, but, instead of that, I received your letter of 6th October, 1946. In this letter you your- 
self referred to the formula as one mentioned in my letter of 7th October, and expressed 
your view that the formula was not happily \vorded and suggested a modiflcation by 
inseıting a proviso as folJows: 

'Provided that for idcntical rcasons the League recognises the Congress as ıhe 

authontative organisation representing ali non-Muslims and such Muslims as 

have thro^n in their lot with the Congress.' 

or else, if ıhat was not agreed to you suggested no formula was necessary. There is no 
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referetıce in your letter to what you descnbc as paragraph 2 as part of the agreed formula 

and you yourself dealt with that point quite separately in the opening paragraph of your 
letter which runs as foliows: 


■We are ali agreed that nothing would be happier and betterfor the country than 
that these two organisatons should meet again as before as friends having no 
mcntal reservatîons by mutual consultation arul never desiring or aLlowiııg the 
intervention of the British Government through the Viceroy or others or of any 
other foreign power.’ 

That, in substance, was the idea of the paragraph 2, mentioned by you, which 
among other matters was to be examined and discussed. 1 aJso referred to this matter in 
my rcply stating that I appreciated and recıprocated the sentiments expressed in paragraph 
1 of your letter of 6th October, 1946. 


1 fail to understand why you and your colleagues should have been disturbed 
not only by my letter of the 7th October, but also by the list of points attaohed to it. There 
was nothing new in that list of points which we had not discussed the first day, as it is clear 
from your letter of October 6, wherein you yourself have dealt with everyone of the poinis 
metnJoncd in the üst that I sent to you, Let me take one by one the points in the üst sent to 
you in writing. 


(1) Total number of 14; 

That was not in dispute. 

(1) The Seheduled Castes’ re p re sent at i ve; 

That the Leapue must not be takento have agreed or approved of the selecUon, 
vvhich ıs referred to in paragraph 2 of your letter. 

(3) Nomination of Musüms in Congress quota; 

The matter was disussed. 

(4) Safeguard; 

That was discussed as is clear from point 4 ın your letter. 

(5) AUemative or rotational Vicc-President: 

We discussed and is referred as point No. 5 in your letter, 

(6) Vacancıes occurring in the seats allotted to minority representatives: 

This matter was discussed ajıd is referred to by you jn your letter point No. 3. 

(7) Portfohos; 

The matter v\'as dıscusseu. 

(8) No change ın the arrangements agreed to without the consent of both the 
majör parties: 

This vvas discussed and is referred to m the last paragraph of your letter, 

(9) The long-term question: 

This was discussed and is mentioned ın your letter last but one paragraph. 


Ali these points were discussed as is clear from what I have pointed out above 
and the list was sent to you mcrely as a matter of convenience and precıseness. 



You State in your letter under reply that your position is the same with regard 
to the various matters that were discussed between us as is mcntioned in your letter of the 
6th of October, except for some variations which you have indicated in your letter. 

Following are the variations and my reaction to them; 

(1) That you would accept the formula provided paragraph 2 is ınciuded in the 
fonnula and is madc a part of it. 

This Gonstitutes a fundamental departure from the origınal fonnula upon the 
hasis of which I had agreed to have dıscussions with you. I cannot agree to this variation. 

(2) Provjded that the Müslim League does not challenge that the Congress re- 
presents the mînorities and the Nationalist Muslims as indicated in terms of 
your previous letter of the 6th October and referred to in your letter under 
reply. 

This again is a serious departure from the agreed fonnula. Besides this is a matter 
for the minorities concerned. 

I jiotc vvhat you say with regard lo points 2, 3 and 4 of your letter of Octoher 6, 
i.e. Seheduled Castes’ representative and other minorities; the position about the vacancıes 
occurring in future in the seats allotted to the minorities and the procedurc to be adopted 
with regard to majör communal issues. Even, with regard to these points there is no agree- 
ment between us. 

With regard to poiat No. 5, Vice-Presidentship, I note what you say. 

Since you have stated your position after full and careful consideratıon of ali the 
issues involved and after consultation with your colleagues,! presume that it foUovvs that this 
is your final stand. I deeply regret that we have failed to come to an honourable agrecment 
of our own satısfactory lo both the parties. 


Yours sincercly, 
M. A. Jinnah, 



0 


Doar Mr. Jınnah 


October 13, 1^6. 


1 thank you for your letter of the 12th October. İn this letter there are a number 
of mis-statements. What you have said does not fit in with my recollection of our conver- 
sations or what has taken place during the past few days. 1 need not, however, go into 



thîs matter now as 1 have been informed by thc Viceroy that tbe Müslim League have agreed 
to nominate five persons on their E>ehalf as members of the interim govemmenl. 

Yours sinceıely. 


Jawaharlal Nehru 

« • * 

October 14, 1946. 

Dear Jawaharlal, 


I am in receipt of your letter of October 13, 1946, and I thank you for it. 

There is considerable speculation indulged in by the prcss and varymg accounts 
are given of our negotiations and the tcrmınatıon of our discııssıons. f, therefore, 
propose to reJease ali thc correspondcnce passcd between you and me, beginning with 
your letter of thc 6th October and ending with you letter of the 13th. 


« 



* 


Yours sinccrcly, 
M. A. Jinnah 


NEHHU, PANDIT MOTILAL 


Dear Motilal Nehru, 


2nd November, 1928. 


1 hnd that I cannot accept the honour of serving on your committee as a co-opted 
member, having regard to thc rcsoJution of the AlJ*lndia Müslim League passed at the 
CaJcutta Sessions in December 1927. and further having regard to the resolution of the 
councii of the All-India Müslim League passed at Delhi m February, 1928, appointing 
a committee to confer with the representarives of ali other parties which expressly ınstructed 
the Committee to press the proposals formulated by the resolution of the All-India Müslim 
League for the acceptance of ali other parties and report thc result to the councıl befor^ 
procecding with the framing of the constitution. As the President of the League and the 
Chairroan of the Committee, it would not do for me to anticipate their decisions with 
regard to the Nehru report amendcd by the Lucknow Conference, 


In my opınion, the proposals formulated by you relating to the Hîndu-Muslim 
scttlement may be treated as counter-proposals to those k.nown as the Delhi Müslimpro-, 
posals which werc substantially and practically endorsed by the Congress at Madras and 
the League at Calcutta in December, 1927. I may also inform you that I understand that the 
councii of the Ali-India Müslim League is gomg to mect at Lucknow on November 11 
and 12, where the whole question wili be considered by them. 



WiU you, howcver, permit me to express my warın appreciation of your efforts and 
of ali those prominent men who met at Lucknow to come into line with the Delhi Müslim 
proposals, although there stili remain some points of material differnce, in particular with 
regard to the reservation of scats for the Muslims in the Punjab and Bengal and the repre- 
sentatives of the Muslims in the Central Legislature. Yet, I am hopeful that given goodwill, 
a solutJon is within reach and I trust your Committee will reconsider the position in the 
light of what has happened since the announcement of the Nehru report as passed by the 
Lucknow Conference and help me in that dırection 


In conciusion, I would further request you to consider the advisabılity of post- 
poning the proposed convention tili after the sessions of the Congress and the Müslim 
League which will take place in December next. 


Yours sinccrciy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 





NAZIMUDDIN, KHAWAJA 


8, Theatre Road, 
Calcutta, 

31st March, 1945. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah 

I hope by the grace of God you are kecping better and having complete rest. 

I have not dislurbcd you during the crisis as there was no issue involved. The papers must 
have given you some idea of what has happend here. The corrupt element amongst 
M.L.As. were ali bought över in a couple of nights and locked up in a house and taken to 
the Asscmbly lo register their votes. They were paid very large sums of money provided 
mainly by the Marwaris and Hindu Mahasabha. Our aetion against the hoarders and 
profîteers of cloth brought them out in the öpen and they thought that if by spending money 
they Cüuld have their nominees in the Cabinet they wiJl have an easy time. An invostment 
of a few lakhs was nothmg to bora speculaiors wherc the propscct of retura was ten-fold. 
Inspite of thıs we had a very smaJl majority but the Speaker’s ruling,which is unpreccdcnted 
and against ali principles of ConstHutional law,has forced Seetion 93, and it looks as îf for 
the present the Govemor intends to administer the Province under seetion 93. 

r donot like to put down anything in this letter about the likelihood of pofisible 
combînation with the Hindu groups, but if any development takes place T will kecp you 
informed. 



I may mention that we have not resigned, we are functus officio and we maintain that 
we should bc put back in the position we were when the technical difficulties are över or 
I should be commlssioned to form another mınistry. 

We are ali praying to God for your speedy and complete rccovery. Wılh bcst 

wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Nazimuddin. 

P.S. 1 am sending copies of this letter to Nawab Md. İsmail Khan and Nawabzada 
Liaquat Ali Khan. 

P.S. I am glad to learn from Miss Jinnah’s letter that you are better. Please give 
her my Salaam. 






Ncw Delhi. 

8th April, 1945. 

Dear Sir Nazimuddin, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 31sı of Marth. I am glad to say ıhar 1 am 
much better now, but I have had more than one breakdown dunng the course of the Last year 
and this onc was a very serious one. There is nothıng wrong with me and iı is only duc tj 
the fact ıhat 1 am overwnrked by the enormous prcssure of work. I have becn sirictly ordered 
by the doctors and I myself feel that they are right that I should take complete rest for the 
next couples of months at least and take no more risks. Accordingiy I am going to follow 
iheir advice and for the moment I am aut of the acti\c role as one of the soldıers of the 
Aİl-Tndia Müslim League and the Müslim Nation. 

T have noled ali that you have ^aid regarding the rccent devclopmcnt that Dengai 
has seen. Of course the Central Parliamentary Doard and the Committee of Aetion and 
Nawabzada Ljaquat Ali Khn are there and jf necessary and ıf the matter is such that it 
reqüires my advice you can always get in touch with me. 1 am leaving Delhi on the llth 
for Bombay and from there f hope to go to a small hfll place caiied Matheran and hope 
to stay there tıll about the middle of June, 

Hope yuu are quitc well. VVishmg you the bcst of luck. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* « * 
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8, Theatre Road^ 
Caicutta, 

14th April, 1945, 


My dcar Mr. Jinnah 


I am very glad to learn that, by ihc grace of God, you are much berter now. It 
is absoluidy essenlial that you must have complete res^ untıl you are fully recovered. Your 
life is too precjous for us and we a]wa)'S pray lo God to preserve you. 

Jn my Jast letter l toJd you that 1 ıvilJ let you know any development that is likely 
to takc placıv The stage has novv reached when I wıîl have to approach the Central Parlia- 
menlary Board and the Comm/tce of Action for Iheir advicc, but as onc aspect of the qucs- 
tıon may have some rcpercussiofi on the AII İndta polıcy of the Müslim League, I feel that 
you ought lo bc ınformed so thal if you thınk it necessary you may advise us. It is only 
on lattcr consıdcratıon. that I am troublmg you as yon suggesled that I should get in 
louch wıth you ıf the malter required your advice. 

The present posıtıon in Bengal îs as follows:— 

His E)(ccilency ıhe Governor is, î Ihink, anxious to keep Seetion 93 until the 
next general cîcetion. I have a very good case for asking H.E. to eıther restore me where 
I was before Secnon 93 was enforced or to commission me to form another ministry. I 
an cnelosmg a cultıng from the Statesman in support of my previous contention. His Ex- 
cellcncy haı himself, to a cevtain cxtcnt, recogniscd this position by not asking us to resign 
befurc îhc promulgation of üeetion 93. I have at present a majority of 8, which means 
that thruııghout the passing of the Budget çent per çent attendance will be necessary and 
îhis ıs almost ımpossıble. On the present alignment of parties whichever side is asked to 
r''rm a m;nİ!:try tîîcy will have to rely for their majority on the unreliable and comıpt 
e'cmcnt consıstıng of 20 M L.A.s. One of the ways in which I can form a stable ministry 
1 .*. by gettıng onc of the Hindu group in the Assembly to join with us. If wc try to get ali the 
^hree Hindu groups, in my opmion, it will be impractjcable, as it wıll be very difficult to 
reconcıie the dijTcrcnces uf the three groups amogst themselves and then with the Müslim 
League Party and the Scheduled Castes: but, coalition with one Hindu Group is possbıle 
and, from the stabılity point of vıevv, ideal. I leave out Dr. Shyama Prasad’s Mdhasabha 
Group as their nıcmbers are only 13 and they are really neither disciplined nor bound to- 
geiher by any allegiarcc to ihe Party—they consist of Rajas and Maharajas and vested 
capiıalist iı.tercst and most of them are candidates for ministership and, if disappoinled, 
likely to go över to ^he Opposuıon. The Bose Group wî11 find it difhcult to come by them¬ 
selves us they are afraıd of propaganda agaınt them both by the Official Congress and 
Hım:! Mahusablıa Thıs Icaves the Official Congress Group who can come by themselves 
and who are aiıo, iî appears, inclined to accept office if they gel permibsîon from their High 
Command. 1 have so lar not approached the Lcader of the Official Congress Parliamcntary 
Party, but liome negotiatious are bcing carricd on through intermediaries. I fealize that 



bcfore I coınınit myself I will have to obtam thc conscnt of thc Central Parliamentary Board 
and pefhaps the Committee of Action.I am forwarding copies of this lettcr to Nawabzada 
Liaquat Ali Khan^ Nawab İsmail Khan and Choudhry Khaliquz 2 :aman, and as soon as 
I find that the Congfess is willing to come in or is prepafed todiscussitsterms.Thenl will 
refer to the Central Parliamentary Board for advice. The position is that as far as stable 
Government is concemed, the only solution is coalition with the Official Congress, but if this 
is not possible and my hands are forced, I wili have to try and get back the corrupt elements. 
This has to be done with the utmost reluctance and is jnost repugnant to me. I feel that 
the real issue is not the Ministry for the time being but preparation and success at the next 
general election. From the Müslim Leaguc point of vicw I feci that, at all cost, wc must 
secure, by the gface of God, 99% of Müslim seats in the legisiature, and all our cfforts from 
now onward sbnuld be directed towards that. If at the time of general eleetion there is Sec- 
tion 93 in the province, we have fair chance, Insha-AlJah,of wjnning 99%of thc seats: 
if we are in offîce at the time of general eleetion, it will almost be, Insha-Allah, a certaınly; 
if, God forbid, Mr. Fazul Huq and his party are in offîce then there is every danger of our 
losing a number of seats at the time of general eleetion. Therefore our future aetion as 
regards Ministry wili have to be decided taking into consideration as the what is likely 
to happen at the general eleetion. 

I think this is a fair summary of the preseni position. I see no light. J am between 
two altematives; try to tun the Ministry wıth the hclp of the corrupt element or get a Hindu 
Group to coalesce. The former is undesircable and thc latter is not easily possible. 

I hope to be excused for this long letter. Wc are praying for your empiete recovery. 
W'th best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 



Nazımuddin. 


“Readymoney Lodge” 

Rugby 

Matheran. 

15th April, 1945. 

Dear Sjr Nazımuddin, 

I am in receipt of your letter of 14th April and I thank you for it. I am glad to 
inform you that I am very much better and hope to be quite all right very soon. All I necd 
is complete rest as far as possible for a littie whUe. 

1 have noted all the infonnation of the situation in Bengal which you have given, 
and having read this summary of the situation presented by you. 1 vvould not, under any 
cİTCumstance, have anything to do with the corrupt element, and as regards coalition with 
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U , n hnnn..rahic tcmıs. I would rather be m opposition wıth 
the Hindu group, yes, but on hon Hptermined and pursue a strong courae, 

honour than run a precanous . ithoüt the Müslim Leaguc in Bengal, 

I M conMcn., .ta. »o M.n...ry c.n ta fomed ^ afraM, if 

." aar plaaa. 93. La.,. ba Anyh.v I .ha.l ta ‘‘'»S'* 
you Trom tjme to time, and I lıave already rcplıed to your le te 
Ihc 8th Apnl, 1945, and I hope you havc received that letter. 


Hoping you arc wcl]. Wjth vcr^ kınd regards. 


Yours sincerely. 


M. A. Jinnah 


NICHOLS, BEVERLY 

(Mr. Bcvcrlv Nıclıols, in his arlicle—“ Pakistan has come on the Map —and on 
the Map ıt will rcmain” vvrıtcs: “A fevv hours beforc Mr. Jmnah’s death on Saturday I 
had r:ccivcd a Icttcr datcd Scptembcr 3. Hut the signature was so shaky as to be almost 
illegibJc. Jt \wıs vt-ry difh'rent from ıhc firm legal script with whıch, in 1944, he annotated 
the maııuscıipt ınto which, at my rcquest, had fully eîaboratcd for the first time the moral 
and matcrja! foundations of Pakısian.*’—Dawn 2lst September 1948). 

3rd September, 1948. 


Dcar Mr. Nıchols, 


You wı(I bc giad to kaow tha( there is nothıng serıously Ihc ınatter with me. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


nizam of deccan 


Privatc and Conftdendsl. 

Hyderabad Deccan, 
17th September, 1941. 


My deaı Mr. Mohammad Alî Jinnah, 

Just a üne h* say that, thank God, Bahadur Yar Jung’s case was satisfactorily 
settied by me, I ıncan the vTitten apology which the Presjdcnt of the **ittehadul Musiimeen” 



was to submıt to me (prepared by you when you were here) was accepted by me and my 
Government, while the result of that was that I forgave Bahadur Yar Jang and wamed 
him to be careful in future not to make any more silly mistakes again, as you know he is 
not a real politician like the President of the “Müslim League” who takes everything into 
consideration before be takes any step, no matter in what affair or busıness and thus he 
is gaining reputation ali över Jndia. 

However I appreciate your valuable help in th's matter which brought cvery- 
thing to a satisfactory close and also to say how pleased I was to see you and to discuss 
various matters with you recently in Kyderabad which were the burning topics of the day. 

Hepe you are well. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Nizam) M.O.A.K 

« « * 

10, Aurangzeb Road, 

New Delhi. 

28th February, 1942. 

Yo'jr Exalted Highness, 

1 am in reccipt of your ktter of the 17lh of February and I thank your for it. 

Of coutse I do not knaw what is the exact proposal. Unless l know the full details 
of vvhat the British Government arc contemplating or what you expect frora them, it is 
difficult for me to usefully and effeclıvely move in the matter. 

I am ver/ gratefui to you for expressing your good opinıon about me and for your 
kind pcrsonal references lo me. Let me assure you that if I am consulted or if I can do 
anything to hclp Your Exalted Highness, l shall certainly do my best. 

Hoping you arc \veîl vvith best ıvishes and kindest regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jınnah. 
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28th May. 1942. 

Yout Exaltcd Highncss. 

Many thanks for your kind ihought in scnding me a box of mangoes from your 

garden. 

Of course 1 nccd not say how much 1 appreciatc your kind fegards for me. 


+ « * 


Yours sinccrely, 
M A. Jinnah. 


Telegram daM Jane 1, 1942 from H.E.II. The Nizam to Mr. M.A. Jinnah, Bo 


I 1 



Rcccıvcd your Ictier of 28th May since it ıs a long time we havc not met so I 
should likc to fınd oııt vvhcthcr ıt ıs possible for you to come here and be my 
honoufcd gucs^^ for threc or four days in either ne\t August or September, as case 
may bî I shali bc glad ıf this »s so.—Nizam 

• « « 

Bombay 
2nd June 1942. 


Your ExaUcd ITıghntss. 

Many Ihanks for your telegram invıtmg me to go to Hydcıabad for a few days 
in eıthcr ncxt August ur Seplember. 

Of course î wouId like to meet you as i have not had the honour of seeing you 
no\v tor iî lojiB iime and J V'ill try my very best to avail myself of the pJeasure of your very 
kind invıtatıon ıt I can get a^^ay from ray sclf-ımposed task and duty. 

Tnc Musiim Lcague organization is growing very fast and it Tequires ali the time 
and energy and aitentıon thai ıs physically and mentally possible. 

Hutvevcr i ^hall rertainly consıder it an honour to stay for a few days in your 

Capital ab your gııest 

Tlıaııking you. 

Yours sincefely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Telegram dated March 30, 1943 from 1LE.H. The Nizun to Mr. M. A Jinnah, 

New Delhi 

FOR OBVIOUS REASONSIHAVE ASKED BAHADUR YAR JUNG NOT TO MAKE 
SPEECHES in and OUT OF MY DOMINIONS FOR ONE YEAR ON THE OTHER 
HAND WHILE HE ACCEPTING MY ADVICE REPRESENTS TO ME THAT EVERY 
YEAR HE UNDER YOUR WISHES MAKES ONE SPEECH IN THE PENDAL 
OF MÜSLİM LEAGUE AND ALSO SİNCE HE IS THE PRESIDENT OF THE STATES 
MÜSLİM LEAGUE SO HE CONSIDERS HİS DUTY TO MAKE ONE SPEECH 
MORE UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES I SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW YOUR 
PERSONAL VIEWS AS FRIEND WHETHER I AM TO GIVE HIM OR NOT TO 
GrVE HIM THE REQUIRED PERMISSION I TRUST YOU WILL LET ME KNOW 
YOUR VIEWS WHAT IS TO BE DONE IN THE MATTER BEFORE I PASS MY 

final decision—nizam. 



Telegpam dated Marcfa 30, 1943 froı 


Mr. M.A. Jlnaah to H.E.H. The Nizam 


MANY THANKS YOUR TELEGRAM POSTING MY VIEWS REGISTERED LET- 
TER IMMEDIATELY AAA HOPINO YOU ARE IN BEST OF HEALTH WITH VERY 
KIND REGARDS—JİNNAH. 


10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

31st March 1943. 


Your Exalted Highncss, 

I am in receipt ot' your telegram dated the 30th March. I have already replied 
by \vire as follows and I thank you for it: — 

MANY THANKS YOUR TELEGRAM POSTING MY VIEWS REGIS- 

TERED LETTER IMMEDIATELY AAA HOPİNG YOU ARE IN BEST OF 

HEALTH WITH VERY KIND REGARDS—JİNNAH 

I do not know the reasons and circumstanccs which led your Ezalted Highncss 
to prohibit Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung from maJting specches inside your dominion or 
outside for one year. 1 note that while Nawab Bahadur Yar Jung has accepted your advioe. 



but desires pcrmission to be allowed to address forthcoming Müslim League Annual Ses- 
sions at Delhi if he is permitted to do so by the President for you know that he is not a 
member of the All-India Müslim League. Secondly he considers his dutyas he is the Pre¬ 
sident of the States Müslim League to be present at the forthcoming meeting of that body 
and guide its delıberations. I see no objeetion if your Exalted Highncss give him i)crmis- 
sıon to do so. I have placed my view before you and consider it a privilege that you have 
desired the expression of my opinion “as friend”. You know that my Services are always 
at your dısposal for the good and welfarc of the Ruler, and of yourpeople. 


* 


* 


* 


Yours sincerely. 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Telegram dated November 17ı 1945 fıomH.E-H. The Nizam to Mr. M.A> Jlnnali) Bombay 


Your wirc. Glad, you are able to pay short visit to Hyderabad in December next 
Please inform me exact date of your arrival here one week in advance. Suggest some- 
time in Thirdor Fourthweek if possible after Moharrum important part is över—^NIZAM. 


« * « 

8th December, 1945. 

Your Exalte(l Highncss, 

I have rcccivcd vonr telegram, which icems to have been following me on my 
tour. Man> thanks for Jt. I will scc vvhether I can possıbly managc to come to Hyderabad 
some tiıno in the thırd or fourth week of thıs month. 

Hoping you are weİl and wıth very kınd regards, 


* 



* 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Telegram dated December 10,1945 from H.E.H. The Nizam to Mr. M.A. Jinnah, Bo 


< r 



Rcceıved your leıler of eighth December, please inform exact date of your arrival 

here and also dur.Uion of atay at least one week in advance in case you are able to coroe. 
— Nh am. 
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Bombay. 

lOth December, 1945. 

Your Exalted Highness, 

Many thanks for your telegram datcd December lOth. I have tried my very best 
to have the honour of accepting your kiad iavıtation, but havlng regard to the electioneering 
campaign ali över İndia, I am afraid it wiU not be possible for me now to get to Hyderabad 
about the end of December, as I have to g to the Punjab and thereafter to Bengal and some 
olher places in Northern india. I am extremely sorry that I am deprived of the pleasure 
of meeting you in response to your very kind invîtation which has been standing now for 
so many months, but you know that at present it is very difficultfor me to give up myim- 
mediate work, whîch is of vital importance to Müslim india. However, if there is any- 
thing urgent and you want me, I will make it a point to go to Hyderabad. I shall be free 
after these elections, about the middle of Mafch, and then I shall be very glad to accept 
the honour of your kind invîtation, and will try to go to Hyderabad. 

Hoping you are well and with very kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

* * * 

31 st March 1946, 

Your Kvalted Highness, 

You don’t know how deeply disappointed I am in not being ablc to go to Hyder¬ 
abad in response to your very kind invîtation and I had to put off my visit to Hyderabad 
as your guest since July last, but you know, that I have bcen facing unexpccted devclop- 
ments which is the real cuase of my inability to acccpt the honour you have done me hy 
extcnding your invîtation. 

I am teally anxious to have pleasure of meeting you as soon as possible, but 
you know that Bntish Cabinct Mission is here uow and I am very glad you understand 
how d^fficuU it is for me to get away. I am reaüy relieved when you say in your wire that 
I may put off my visit to Hyderabad to Tuly or August as there kS no particular hurry for 
mc to go there. İn tJıe end 1 assure you that I wUl be glad to go to Hyderabad as soon as 
it is possible for me to do so and will give you due intimation of the time of my arrival there, 

Hoping you wcll and wjth very best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 

• V * 
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MANKI SHARIF, THE PIR OF 


In Novcmber 1945, Qııaid-i-Azaın wrote the folJovving letter to Pir Sahib of 
Manki Sharif:— 


“It is needless to eznphâslsc that the Constıtuent Asscmbiy wıııcn wouid bc 
predonunantly Müslim in its coiDposition> would be able to enact laws for Müs¬ 
lim», not İJiconsistent with the Shariat laws and Muslims will no longer be obliged 
to abide by the Un-Islamic laws.” 






30th October, 1946. 


My dear Pir S^dııb, 

T waş very pJcased lo read in the ncvvspapcrs that you have now bcen who!c- 
hcartcdly working for the Müslim Leaguc. We waTit our best and most prominent men to 
comc forward and work selflcssly, as, I am sure, you have alrcady realized that there is 
a very great ^tnıgglc ‘n front of us to achiove our goal of Pakistan. 

It is ııow' ııp to every Muslİm, to vvhatever class he may belong, to work and 
organize our pcople and sland United under the banner of the All-India Müslim League. 

Hopeing you are well and with very kmd regards. 

Yours sincercly, 
M. A. Jiunah. 

♦ ♦ • 


QA\YUM KHaN, ABDUL 

Lucknow, 
August 16,1945 


Respected Quaid-e-Azani| 


1 anı here on a professional visit. 1 expect to be here tıll 25-8-1945, when I shall 
/eave for Pesh^w3i, and hope to be there on 27-8-1945.1 beg to communicate to you vhat 
J considf^r io he the most momenfous dccısion of my life. This is the result of anxious heart- 
searehing and hard thmking for days on end. 



I have decided to joijı the Müslim League. 1 believe that the stand taken by you 
is absolutely correct and that any Müslim who opposes you is betraying the cause of İslam 
in India. 


I am now awaitJng your order and wiİİ do as I am told. 


Yours sincerely, 
Abdul Qayyum. 


Telegram from Mr. M. A. Jiımah, dated Bombay, August 20, 1945. 


Your letter of August 16. Many thanks. I am glad to note your decision to join 
the League. I appreciate your views frankIy expressed in your letter. No room or place 
for any honest Müslim in the Congress or support to it, at any rate, after the Simla Con- 
ference. I hope others will follow your example and join our national organisation, the AU- 
İndia Müslim League, especially at this critîcal juncture and serve selflessly the naional 
cause of Müslim India and that İslam stands for.—Jinnah. 


* 




27th August, 1945. 


Dcar Mr Abdul, Qayyum, 

In contınuation of my telegram daed August 20th, in reply to your letter of the 
16th, I want to inform you that I am leavnıg tomorrow for Karachi, on my way to Quctta, 
where 1 hope to have some rest I was really exhausted after the Sunla Confcrence and 
on my arnval here, I was far from well. Of course, I would like to mcet you as soon as possi- 
ble. I am glad to know from the Press reports that you are going to plung into the struggle 
that we are carrying on and that you will concentrate on the Frontier Province and make our 
people uml'^rstand ıhat they are being deccived by our opponents and they shoukl rally 
Fouud the banner of the AU-India Mjslim League. 

I hope to retum to Bombay in Ocıober and shall be in Delhi by the end of October, 
according to my preseni programme. Please keep me in louch wıth you. 

Wıshing you al] success. 


Yours sincercly. 


M. A. yınnah. 



Peslıawar, 
August 29, 1945. 


Respected Quaîd-e-A 2 aın. 

Thanks for your telegram of encouragcment and appreciation. On my way back 
I addressed a big gathering in Lahore and hcîd a press conference. Ali aloog the roule to 
Peshawar I explained the League stand to those who had come to meet me. I addresscd 
a meeting at Noshera and a big gathering in Peshawar. 

I am not sure vvhether you are in Bombay. Soon after the Id l propose to go round 
the villages to address the Pathans in Pushto m the heart of A. G. K’s. Red Shirts. 

]t is stated that the League Committees, Provincial, District and in the villages, 
be at önce reconstituted. Moreover we lack funds which is an absolute necessity. Purses 
presented to me in Lahore and Gujrat vverc retumed and we deciared to use the same for 
the local (i.e. Punjab) League eleetion fund. 

1 am prepared to serve the great cause in accordance with your direetions. The 
prospeets for the League in N.W.F-. are daily becoming brightcr. 

May Allah give you long hfe to guide us in this hour of trial. Ameen. 

Yours sincerely, 
Abdul Qayuın. 


4 > 


* 



Mamdot VıUaj 
Davis Road. 
Lahore. 

14th January, 1946. 


Dea’ S irs. 


İn consecı'jence of the appeal that was made to mc to help the eleetion expenses 
o iKe Norllı-Wesi Frontıer Müslim League, l requested you both to come to sce me at 
Lalıore and you were good enough to do so today. AFter full discussion with you, 1 re- 
cognıscd the emergenev of givıng you huancial help ırom the Central League Funds and 
accordınely, î have handcd över to you a cheque for Rs. 50,000/- (Rupees hfty thousand) 
mado out in ıhc joıııt name of Qrizi Mohammad Isa Khan and Mian Ziauddin, to be eredi- 
led to their joint account wıth the Imperial Bank of İndJa. Peshawar and can be operated 
lipon b)ı them for the legitimate expeni)es that may be incurred for the Müslim League 
eleetion puıpcics m your Provinet. Please let me have the official receipt fot the amount 
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sı'gned by both as Mr. İsa is the Organizer, while Min Ziauddin, as 1 understand, is the 
Convener of the Ad-hoc Committee of Action appointed by the Committee of Action 
of the AU-lndia Müslim League and the Central Parliamentary Board, 

Yours sinccrely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 

(£d. note : This letter was addressed to both Khan Abdul Qayum Khan, and 
Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar. 

* « * 

RAGHIB AHSAN 

Copy to Qaaid-e-Azanı : Calcutta. 

] 3th August, 1944 

My dear Sir Nazimuddin, 

1. The question of the outline of East Pakistan has been engaging my mind 
from the bcginning. It was with thıs vcry idea that I scvcral time visited Ranchi, met Mr. 
Jaipal Siiıgh ‘Munda' M. A. (Oxon), the President of the Adibasi Mahasava and ıhc Cham¬ 
pion of Adibasistan and leader of National War Front in Chota Nagpore. After this evening 
dıscussion of the problem of Pakistan in the Workmg Committee it has become difficult 
for me to sleep peacefıılly. Iı is clear that some members are taking a very narrow and 
parochial view which will be fatal. 

T am enclosıng a note on ıhe subject which 1 have sent to Mr. Jinnah. Kindly 
go through thcm and oblige me. 

Redooe Maslim majority har bave Bıırdwan & Singbham. 

2. İt is a matUr of greatest joy for mc that matcrially we agree on this subject. 
I would be ready to rcduce Mııslim majority lo the barest minimum say 52 P.C. and grant 
caste Hindus the most gcnerous terms and liberal concessions but we must insisi on having 
Burdwan Dıvision and at least Singbhum (containing Jamshedpore and Iron Mines) and 
Mayorbhanj State vvhich is polıtically a Beagal State and ın the Census and Government 
reports is Included in the orbit of Bcngal plus Baiasore and parts of East Purenea bordering 
on Dınajpore. Mayorbhanj supphes Iron are to Tatanagary. 

Confedencj of PakUu and AdtbaalstaB. 

3. The Chota Nagpofe and Santa! Parganas, Surguja and other adjoiaing ter- 
Tİtones are really speaking the Homeiand of Adibasis the aboriginal Tribals who are 


303 



demanding separation from Hindu Bihar. Chota Ngpore or Adibasibtan {which cannot 
stand aione at present) and Bengsman (East Pakistan) should form a Confederacy they 
should have their separatc legislatures and Governments but should jointly manage (1) 
Bengai Nagpore RaiJways; Communications: (2) Customs; (3) Defence; (4) Foreign Policy; 
(5) Currency; (6) Post and Telegraph; (7) Common Port of Calcutta and such matters. 
The two will form a joînt development board and agree to work for industriaiization 
on lines of democratic socialism for thc uplift of the poor massess of Adıbasis, Muslims, 
Seheduled Castes and Hindus. Onîy State Socialism can checkmate dangers of the Capitalism 
of Birîa Tata plan. 

The Bengai league has adopted the abolition of landlordism as the hrst 
ilem of ıts programme. Let Jt now adopt the policy of Socialization of Heavy 
Industries. Public utılity service and Defence Industries as its next step. Ths will win 
över the Adıbasis whose leaders have joined the Radical Democratic Party of M. N. Roy. 

The Adıbasis, the Muslims and the Seheduled Castes and even general mass 
of the Caste Hindus w]ll equally tveleome Socialism and combinc to make it a success. 
This will on the one hand break the backhone of aggressive communalısm and on the other free 
Muslims to spread İslam and Islamic culture by way of Peaceful penetration. ît willlift and 

remove fear complex. 


Like Peace of Hndaibya 

in fact Treaty for such a Confederacy of Adibasistan and Pakistan wiil be a blessing 
like the peace ot Hudaibya by tvhich Mecca recognized the independence and integrity ot 
Medina although under very dısadvantageous and bad terms for the Muslims of Medina, 
so much so that Hazrat Ömer was not ready to surrender to it. But the Prophet acoepted 
it for it granted the Muslims recognition as an independent power and gave opportunity to 
make peaceful penetration by Education and Tabligh into Mecca and Arabia with the 
rcsult that Muslims were able lo Islamize wholc of Arabia only in two or three years after 
'his peace, 

As Muslims let us be optimist and courageous and liberal, l^t us give up in- 
feriority ';ompIex of fear. Let us free our minds from defeatism. 

41 P.C. On Education Board Versus 91 P.C. hı Erery Deptt. 

of Government. 


11 Müslim culture cuuld not be destroyed by the complete Anglo-Hîndu domina- 
tûm in educatıcu, Government, legislalure and every thing in the last 150 years when the 
Muslims ol Bcnga! had not even 1 P.C. rcpresentatıon on the Unh^rsity and the Govern¬ 
ment, the poor casle Hindus after their dream of Ali Tndia Hindu Raj at the Centre has 
been coınpîcteiy snıashed can never break and destroy Müslim culture when the Muslims 
will ha\e al least 50 or 52 P.C. solid and genuine representation on iegislatufe, University, 
education and in ever)' department of Government. The oosition will be otherwise. Dccausc 



econonıjcally the Muslims, Scheduled Castes and TribaJs wi]l pursue a proJetrian or Socıalist 
policy and combine for thejr economic and political interests are common. 

Then we have agreed to accept only 41 P.C. Müslim representation on the fiengai 
Secondary Education Board according to Secondary Education Bıll of 1944. If wc hope to 
protect and develop our culture by 41 P.C. we can more than protect and develop ourseJves 
by 52 P.C. or 50 P.C. 


Progress of Adîbasis in Education 

5. Sir Nazimuddin’s argumeııt that Adıbasıs are back^vard is based on vvrong 
information. In fact Adibasis of Chota Negpore arc more advanced in education and 
fighting capacity than many parts of Bengal. Thereare many M. A. and M. Ses. Their ladies 
give masterly orations in Auent and bcautıfııl English on the independence and separation 
of Chcta Nagpore. 


Adibasis and Muslims Traâitîonally Friends. 

6. Then by race and tradiLion the Adibasis are most fnrndJy wıth Muslims, In 
fact most of the Nagpuria Musalmans are by race tribal and speak thcır language. The 
Adibasis flagsfiy side by side with Lcaguc flags, They raise slogans of PAKİSTAN ZINDA- 
BAD with their cry of Adıbasistan Zındabad. Even at tımes of rîots the> have invanably 
sided with Muslims and fought against the Hindus. I persorally know that Jaıpal Sıngh 
their leader was the first to come m the field for the defence of the Mosquc at Doranda 
(Ranehi) from the Mahabir Dal Proccssıon. Jaipal Singh Icd the Müslim Deputation be- 
fore the Commissioner of Chota Nagpore. Jaipal Singh fought against Birla’s tactıcs 
to harm Müslim weavers of Chota Nagpore. 

I 

From the very beginning “Nagpuria” Muslims and Adibasis have been joınlly 
workıng for the separation of Chota Nagpore from Bihar. The first Memorandum of the 
Adibasistan was signeJ equally by Adibasis and “Nagporia” Mushms. lıı ali elections 
to District Boards, Adibasis and Muslims have workcd and voted joıntly as friends and 
allîes. 


Meet Mr. Jaipal Singh 

I suggcsl, therefore, that yıiu should meelMr. Jaipal Singh and have free and 
frank talk. Adıbasistan wiU alone solve the problem of East Pakistan. A Confederacy of 
Adibasistan and East Pakistan wıil be practical, defensible, solvenî and slef-sufficient. In 
fact it will make ıt invincıblc and the richest and most povverful ın Indıa. 

H'Jut Amery & firiHsIı Think 

It will be aho in accord with the latest trends t>f Mr. Amery’s policy and British 
mind as revealed in the recent Parliamentary debates, particularly Mr. ElliüVs suggestion 
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of having more than two Units and Mr. Amery’s support to the suggestion. Mr. Elliot (Con 
servative) supported Prof. Coupland*s Four River Basıin Plan (1) Indus (2) Oanges vallay 
(3) Barahm Putra and Ganges Delta (Bengal and Assaın) and (4) Daccan or Dravedanad and 
also Ihe Five States plan of Sir Feroze Khan Noon vız: (1) Pakistan; (2) Hindustan; (3) 
Dravedanad or Dravedistan; (4) Maharashtar; and (5) Bengsman (Bengal and Asam). 

This js what Mr. WaUer Elliot said in Parliament: 

Attracted by fonr great Units* plan. 

“Pakistan solulıon suffered from över simplicity and adualsolution was a solution 
to perpetuate antagonısm . .This is to produce an impossıble situation and 
some means to escape must be found from ıt whether a dualist solution or more 
than a dual solution, the setting up it may be of four or five units. Mr. Elliot said 
he was more attracted by a solution such as the River Basin scheme (of Coupland) 
which suggeited four great Units and thcre had bcen other suggestions inciuding 
the Five-States Scheme (of Sir Feroze Khan Noon). "But”, added Mr. Elliot, "on 
the principle of two or more than two it seenıs to me that îwo is more dangerous 
solution than many bccause two seems to make for antagonısm whieh would be 
cxccberated more as years go on”. 

Mr. Amery favours more Units plan. 

Mr. Amery, Secretary of State for İndîa, replying to the Commons India debate 

said:— 

"1 do agrec wıth my Right Honourable friend Elliot that a division of anything 
into two may be more dıfEcult to reconcile with ultimate cooperation than a division into 
a number of Units. 1 agree wjth him and indeed it underlies the present situation in India 
but any constıtution which may be framed, that economic development to be effective 
must have the support not merely of passive acquiescence, but involve something in the 
rıatııre of patrıotısm”. (Dawn 30-7-44). 

Chrisdans wül support Adibasistan-Pakistan Union' 

It should be rcalized that Pakistan depends on the agreement of the British, the 
mlers of India, and that they will hotly favonr Adlbaslstan-Pakistan Confederacy because it 
wi]l gire free scope to Chrisüan missions in Chota Nagpore. 

As a malter of faci the Christian Adibasis are more zealous supporters of Adi- 

basisr-m than the Aninust Adibasıs, because they are educationally more advanced th*n 
the lalter. 

The Christian missionaries of Chota Nagpore have been pressing the demand 
of Adibasıs than Chota Nagpur and Bengal Industries inter-depeadent. 
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Another point to be noted is that ali the heavy industries of flcngaJ e.g. Bengal 
Irons Steel Works of Kulti, Burnpore (Burdavvan), Cossipore Gun and Shell Factory 
(Calcutta) and the Riflc and Ordnance Factory Ichapore, Bengal Assam Railway Work- 
shop which is being fitted for producing Railway Locomotives and jüte milis ali depend 
on Singbhum and Mayorbhanj for Iron orcs and on Burdwan and Barakar (Hazaribagh) 
for coal, mka, Shellack, manganese ete. 

Even if Chota Nagpore is left out in Hindustan, Pakistan must get free access to 
thesc mines and the same rights it is enjoying at present for utilization of themines. In 
retum Calcutta port will give them the aame facılities. 


Dear Mr. Raghib Ahsan, 



« 




Yours sincerely, 

Raghib Ahsan. 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hili, 

Bombay. 

26th August, 1944. 


Ihavcreceivedallyourlettersjncludingthereportof the Working Committce, 
ali of which wiU have my careful consıderaüon, but l would hke to havc the map of Bihar 
and Bengal, if you can get one for me, and also a good map of Tndia. You can draw the luıes 
accordmg to your ideas and send them to me. 





Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


Calcutta District Müslim League 
8, Zakaria Street, 

Culcutta. 

Dated 1-9-1944. 


My dear Quaid-e-A?am, 

1 recelved your kind letter of 26-8-44 on 30tlı August, 1 am today sending under 
separate regıstered cover parcel the followmg mallers ;- 

Enclosure of Parcel: 


(1) Religious Map of İndia. 

(2) Sûcial and Religious Map of Bengal. 
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(3) Density of Population map of Fndia. 

(4) Bcngal Population Tables. 

(5) Fıgures for Bengal, Assam, Akayab, Pumea Zone of my proposed 
Pakistan of Bengsman. 

(6) Map of Indıa with Huropc’s States supcrimposed. 

(7) Tablc—Reserves of Iron orc ın ı'ndia. 

(8) Tablc—Coal output of İndia. 

(9) Fıgures for Adibasistan of Chota Nagpur 

(10) Oxrord School Altas of 1943. 

(11) An Artıclc on Lınc syste»7i and Density of Population and population prob¬ 
lem ın East Bengal and Assam—with opinion of Professor D. N. Banerji 
of thc Dacca Lînıvcrsıty. 

(12) Map of Hıstorıc divısıons of Indıa from vedic tımcs. 

(13) Report of mass ırccting at Town Hail on 9th March 1914, Resolution 1941 
causes unacceptablc in Bcngal. 

(14) Railway system of East Pakistan and Adibasistan. 

(15) Map of Bıhar. 

I wıll send you tomorrovv my note on my demarcations on thc map of india (en- 
closurcuo. I) showmg ihe buundary hnes of (I) East Pakistan and (2) Adibasistan accord- 
ing to my ıdea. East Pakistan Zone proper has bcen marked red and Adibasistan Zone 
has been marked hlue. In brief mv East Pakistan proper is composed of the whole of Assam 
and Bengal plus Akayab Dist and the cxc]udcd tnbal frontier traets of Arakan Hılls, Chin 
Mills, Hukavvang Vallcy, then the Eastern onc halfof Purnca. It wıll have at Jeast över 
7.1 lakh Muhlim ınajorıly. 

My ıdea of Adlbasi-ian ıs that thc Chotanagpur Divısion and Santal Patganas 
>vıth an arca of 32,592 and population of 9,750,846 should be formed into a separale auto- 
jinmous State as thc hoınchınd of thc abongınal Adıbasıs, in confederal Union wjth East 
Pakıslaıı. Thıs Zoııo alone ıs morc m arca and population than Orissa. Orissa has an area 
of 32.198 nıilcs and a population of 8,728,544; that is less than the afea and population 
of Chota Nagpur and Santal Parganas. The Chotanagpur State vvhıch are ali Adibasi and 
M.tspurbhang vvJuch is also Adibasi in majority should be placed under ils suzefainty. 

The Coal and Irou reserves tables will show you that the assertion of Prof Charles 
Bcliic of the Colunıbıa Universıty, m the Foreign Affairs Quarterly as quotedbyA. B. 
Pat,'ika on 13-8-44 inat—“The Pakistan State of Bcngal vvould industrially spcakıng die” 
and taat “about 90 C. of Indıan coal and 92 P, C of Iron would bclong to Hındustan 
is übsdlutely wrüng and bascd on thc baseless supposition and propaganda that Cho- 
tanagpur is a Hindu m ıjorıty pıovince. But Singbhum, Bustar, Rajmahel, Jharia and Adi- 
basisUın arca are not [{industau and should never be allowed to be grabbed by Hındustan. 


Yours Sinccrely, 
Raghib Ahsan. 



The Calcutta City Müslim League 
8, Zakaria Street, 

Calcutta. 

Datçd 10-10-1944. 


My dear Quaid-i-Azam. 

I am forwardiııg to you resolutioas adopted urıanimousLy by a Conference of 
the Cüuncil of the Calcutta Müslim League held on Sunday the 8th October, 1944, under 
my Presidency. 

I will fûrward to you another resolutıon on Pakistan and ırunority peoples adopted 
by the Conference later on. 

I will write to you later regardıng our next step. Bengal js solıdly behind you. 
Mr. Fazul Haq sent Badnıddoja on Sunday to the Bengal League for negotiation so that 
be may be allowed to be member of the League. 

League is gaining strcngth m Bengal. There is general fceling thal we should try 
to nrake greater and more intense propaganda for Pakistan amongthe(l)Dcpressedclasses, 
(2) The Adıbasis, (3) The Dravedians (4) The Kisans, (5) The Labourers, (6) The Socjalısts 
and Students. Special pamphlets should be issued and brought out at once. 

General belıef is that faıling an agreement the Bntish wiil make Pakistan dependent 
and contingent upon the votes of the preseni provinces—per Cripps Plan. In that case, ıt ıs 
vıtal that we should win över the (U-Depressed Classes,(2). The Adibasis, (one P.C m 
Bengal and 25 P. C. in Assam), (3). The Kisans, Ryots, Labourers, Socialists and other peo¬ 
ples. Tf we have pacts with the two—the Adibasis and the Depressed Classes-we wıll triumph. 

Yours Sıncerely, 
Raghıb Ahsan. 


Bombay, 

19th October, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Raghıb Ahsan, 

I am in reccipt of your letter of October lOth, and thank you for it. Ali your 
previous Icttcrs and ali the Information that you sent have reached me, m fact I was flooded 
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wıth it by you, and it is so spread that I have not been able to pıece Jt togpther but I ±ank 
you ali the same for the help that you gave me. I wıll have now more time to exaınıne ıt 

careruJly. 

Yours sincerely. 


M. A. Jinnah, 


Calcutta, 

3, Novembcr 1944 


Note on the chaııging of the Map of Bengal. 


My dear Qudid-i-Azam, 

(i) I am scndıng you the Puja Annual Number of the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
under rcgı^'tcred cover l spccially jnvıte >our attcntion to the article:—‘‘Changing the 
map of Bcngal”—"The Polıtıc of Boundaries” on Page 34 by a Bengali Hindu. The article 
broudiy representb the Bengali Hindu rnind. 

Your plea for Greater Bengal consistıng of at least the whoJe of the present Pro- 
vinces of Bengal and Assam has really plcased the heart of every Bcngallee, Hindu or Müslim. 
İt should be noted that m casc Ihe Bıırdwan Divısıon is left out of the Pakistan Seheme 
the Hıadus \vill have another wcıghty rcason for their opposıtion to the Müslim demanded 
thcır perpetual antagonism to tlıe Muslıms namely (1) the dıvision and fragmentation of 
ttıc Bengalce pcoplc and conscquent dvıiıiage to Bengaiee language and culture; in addition 
ttı ıhe gcneıal Hindu objectıon to Mu-»lım majonty. Your plea for Greater Bengal is reaUy 
a plea for lıvjng space for the whole Bengali race which is rapidly grov^ing and which 
has Ihc hîghciji dcnsııy of populatıon m Sndıa and Burma. 

Facts of History regarding ehanging the Map of Bengal 
(2) I also ınvite yor attention to the followjng facts regarding ehanging map of 

Benga; 


The East İndia Company was granted the Dewani of Bengal (consîsting of the 
present Pıovıııces ot Bengal. Behar and Onssa) in 1764. Parts of U. P. and the Province 
of Chofa Nagpur werc later anııeKcd and added to Bengal. Onssa was ceded by tho Bhonsla 
■of Nagp'ir in i 803 and rcmaînıd parı of Bengal tıll a new “composıte” Province of Behar, 
Orissa and Chota Na>q)ur was formed m 1912. Bhattisagarh Division was part of Bengal 
tıll) 874 '^hen it was transferred lo the C.P. The Chota Nagpur States of Sarguija., Clıa 4 g- 
bhakar, pumea Jaspur ete. were parts of Bengal Ull 1905. 
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Assam and Curzon Partldon of Bengal in 1905. 


Since its conquest Assam remained part of Bengal tılitheyear 1874 when it was 
converted into a Chıef Commissioner’s Province. In 1905 Lord Curzon partitioned Bengal 
and formed a new Province of Eastern Bengal and Assam wıth Dacca as ıts capitl. The 
Bengalis under Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee started a vlolent agıtation agaınst the partition 
of Bengal and the Britjsh Government in December, 1911, decJareJ at the Delhi Durbar 
to annul the “settied fact” of the partition of Bengal. Accordıngiy in great hurry a new 
composite Province of (l) Orissa, (2) Chota Nagpur and (3) Behar was constituted and 
the Eastern and Western Bengals were reunıted, and Assam was again separated from 
Bengal. 


Arakan conqııered by Bengal Muslims in 1826 East İndia Coı 

to eross sea for losing “Dharma”. 


I I 


pany’s Hindu Army refuse 


In 1826 Arakan vvas cünquered by the help of Chittagong Muslims as the high 
Casts Hindu army of the East Indıa Company had mutinied at Barrackpore and refused 
to “eross sea*’ for fear of losing caste and Dharma. This rebel army whıch refused to go 
to Burma in the first Burmese War was destroyed by the Bntısh who had to depend entirely 
on the Muslims of Bengal. particularly of Chittagong for winnmg the Ut Burmese War. 
İt was as the result of this war, wün by Bengal Muslims, that by a treaty the kmg of Ava and 
Burma relinquished his clairas on (i) Arakan and fii) Manıpur and (ni) Assam. Arakan was 
madc a district of Bengal in 1826 and remained so tıJl the sepoy Mutiny of 1857 In 1858 
Arakan was made a district of Burma allhough geographically ît has morc nearness and 
access to Bengal than to Burma. Pracl:cally therc is no land communıcation bet\veen Arakan 
and Burma except by sea. The high and ımpenetrable mountam range of Arakan Yoma 
has completely shut oiît and separated Arakan from Burma. İt shouîd be also noted that the 
Mugs of Arakan and the Burmans of Burma arc two distinet peopleThe Mugsarein ongin 
the Budhists of Magadha (Behar) and vvere dnven out from Indıa by the Drahmıns-There 
are Mugs also in Chittagong. İn t'act the first Burmese war which resultd m annexalıoıı 
of Arakan to Bengal orıgmated in a racûf war between the Mugs of Arakan and the Burman 
imperialjsm of the King of Ava. The Arakan kıngs and chıefs never accepted the Burman 
overlordshıp and there vvas perpetual war betweeıı the people oF Arakan and the kıngs 
of Burma. 


Life & Ecouomy of Beugal euHrely depeudent ou sea vvant of 

greater Sea Board and Coast a need of life. 


(3) İt should also be noted that Bengal is must always remaın a çent per çent 
Puwer. Bengal Muslims are a gTeat sea-farıng people. Bengal ıs a marilime country. 
Its entire economy, its very existance, and its whoIc defence and security is dependent upon 
its sea and naval power. But unfortunately the present Province of Bengal has very very small 
sea coast. It must have a greater and larger sea fioard. 
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A larger sea board is vitally essential for its defence. The reannexation of Afakan 
with thc port of Akayab as a colony of Bengal is essential not only for fi) ^ relıef to tho 
sufTocating density of population iu East Bengal and (li) for solving the problem of food 
and famine but aiso (ııi) for the defence and security of the exposed and out-Üanked coasts 
of Bengal. I do hope you wıll, in due course of time, press this demand of a colony for 
Bengal. 


A Bengali Müslim colony jn the Akayab Djstrict of Arakan in an established fact. 
Muslims jıı this war have become an absolute majonty in Akayab. 


Myitkina js an Jndian town having population of 8,000 great majority of who 
Indıans wıth somc sprınkljng of Shans, but no Bumans. 


II 


are 


The overflo^ing population of Bengal js fmding natural outlets for expansion 
in the vacant and sparcsIy populaled valleys of (i) Arakan and North Burma; (ii) Assam; 
(İÜ) Purnea, (iv) Rajmahal and Santal Parganas; and (v) the Bhums—viz. Manbhum and 
Singhbhum (TaLanagar). 


Ii i.s a natural and ırresıstable of biological forces in Bengal and to ignore 
this force and flow ir; “Changuıg the map of Bengal’’ would be to court disaster and failure. 

Llnguistic Basîs No Criterion of Nationality Position of Adîbasis 

of Chotanagpuı—CoI. Jaipal Singh’s viewr 

(4) Mr. M. K. Sen, has made much Capital of and built his thesis on the foundation 
ol Lınguü'Jıc Basib and on that ground he has demanJed the reincorporatıon of the Bhums— 
Ihe Singhbhum and Manbhum. 


But Languugc ıs neiLher the chtef criterion of nationality or culture nor of ad- 

rniııısTratıon. Lt. Co. Jaipal Singh Munda M. A. (Oxon), President of the Adıbası Maha- 

savd. thc İcader of thc Tnhals ot Chhota Nagpur and the Champion of Adibasıstan declares 

thai by racc and rclıgion the vast majonty of the peoples of Manbhum and Singhbhum 

are non-Hindu, non-Aryan and Adibasi (Trıbal). He says that sociologically and ethno- 

Ingic'dily languagc İs no criterion of race or nationality. Moreover, it is not correct that 

thc peoples of Manbhum and Singhbhum speak Bengali. Large majority sp>eak Tribal lan- 

guages. Col, Japal tlıcrcfore is opposed to the Bengali Hindu demand for annexing Man- 

bhum (Dhanbad-J!;aîiah) and Singhbhum (Tatanagcer) to Bengal and demands that 

the Bhums and Lhoia Nagpur should be constituted i/ito a separate free Homeland of 
tho Adıhasis having treaty alliance wıth Bengal. 


Adîbasis Ready for Alllaııce add Pact with Musli 


n ^grees that Chota Nagpur is more akin to Bengal 

than to Behar, and ^Mll tl;erefore forgc stronger links with East Pakistan for mutual benefit 

Hc has even agrecd fo enter into a formal Pact with the Leaguc for Adibasi Müslim col- 
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laboration in the fight for Pakistan and Adibasıstan and 
Reciprocity. 


to effect an Alliance for Econo 


II 



This and this alone—viz. Alliance of Muslims and Adıbasis—is the effective 
way of checkmating the Hindu machinations and at the saıne time of preserving Müslim 
majority in Bengal and getting line on the coal, mica and iron mines of Chota Nagpur. 


Adlbasis vvili support Pakistan in case of Plebiscite. 

It is aiso notevvorthy that the vast majority of the people of Burdwan Dıvision 
is composed of non-Hindu elements viz.—Muslims^ Adıbasis, Deprcssed Classes. The 
Caste Hindus in Burdwan Divisİon are a minorıtv. 

If we have a pact of fnendship and alliance with the Adıbasis wc will be able 
1o defcat the Caste Hindus even in a plebiscite on lines of Cripps Plan. 


Yours smcerely, 

Raghib Ahsan. 
(Member, Working Committee, 
Bengal Provincial Müslim League). 


P,S. 


I am also tnclosing the resolution adopted by the Bengal League Working Com¬ 
mittee on my ınotion. The part marked red is addition and by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. 

M. R. Ahsan Imrany. 


« 


* 



Calcutta. 

MthFebruary 1945. 


My dear Quaid-c-Azam, 

(A) I am enelosing a cutting of a leader from Mormng News Calcutta 13-2-45, on 
"Assam Firing.” TIıis is the sccond leader on the subject ınvmng prompt attention of the 
Aetion C'ommittee of the Ali India Müslim League and the Bengal League. 


t 

The problem of land settlement in Assam is prîmanly economic and is the natural 
outeome of the population problem in East Bengal, but the Hindus are giving it a communal 
colour to dust Muslims. 
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The Müslim Assam is on fire. It is time the Bengal and Ali Jndia Lcaguc inter- 
vene for saving Lakhs of Bengah peasants (90 P.C. Muslims and 10 P.C. Name-Shudra) 

from tolal extmctıoıı. 

I suggest that special comrnittee of tvvo or three persons should be deputed to 
Assam to enquıre into the situatîon on the spot. 

ît is also imperative that pamphlets should bc publıshed in English on the ine- 
quıty, and dlegality of the Lme System and the nced of solvmg the population problem 
ın East Tndia Zonc. 


Ali Indîa EakistaB Flag Day. 

(fl) The Pakistan Day of March 23 is approaching. Some Leaguers, here, suggest 
that this time the Day should be celcbrated wjth greatcr plan and vigour. You may spccially 
ask Müslim Indıa to celebrate an Ail Indıa Pakistan Flag Day on Friday March 23rd, 
1945 WJlh the fnllovving Programme-'- 

(]) Pakistan flags should bc hoisted on ali houses, shops, instıtutions and bonets 
of motor cars. 

(2) Pakistan Flags should be hoisfed in spccial Pakistan meetings in cvery town 
and villagc. 

(3) Praycrs should bc oHered for the freedom of India, Pakistan and İshmic 
peofnes 

(4) SmaJI pamphlets should bc- dıstnbuted explaining mcanıng of Pakistan to 
Muslims, non-Musliirıs. peasants and labourcrs. 

(?) Rcsolutıons afîirm'ng faıth jn Pakistan and demanding the liberation of Müslim 
pcoples and lands should bc passed. 

Müslim representation od International Conference. 

Demands should bc made that ın ali International confcrences and mstitulıons 
Mi'siım India should get separate ındependent representation as a separate independent 
liatK n and that dıe ofîicial and Congressıtc bodıes have no right to speak on behalf of 100 
milİJC'iı Musiira Natıor of India in any international or Commanweaîth Conference. 

İnlernational situatîon and time of Aetion. 

tC) The inlernational situatîon ıs fast changing. Britain’s one hope lies in the 
freedom, unıty, soliJarily and pnvver of the volid line of Müslim States from Turkey to 
Malaya and irorı Mor».K:co to the Punjab—Afghanistai). 


The fim: ıs fast coming when the Muslims may refuse to take Pakistan and the 
Brhish wiıl rü''ce Pakistan on Muslims. The supreme need is to arrange for better pro¬ 
paganda i'i India, Ameı ca and Englaııd, 



(D) We are holding a special Müslim League Confefence at Cankinara in 24 
Parganas, near Calcutta, for the industrial areas of grcater Calcutta on 10 and 11 March 
1945. This is the heart of industrial Bengal and 90 P.C. of Muslims of the area are Momin 
—Ansars who are slolidly behind the League. Recently Mr. Qavıım Ansari came in this area 
and held a rew meetings. Now the Ansars themselves are holding a big League Conference. 

On the re()uest of the Reccption Conunittee I do beseech you to send a message 

for this first League Conference specially meant for industrial areas and woTkers and lab- 

ourers. In your message make special appeal to Momin Ansars and other working 
classes to ünite under League banners. 

Please also ask Nawab İsmail Khan or Nawabzada Lıaqat Ali Khan ot Maulana 
Zafar Ali and Jamal Mian Saheb to attend this Conference. 


We hope when you next visit Ben^ you wıll pay a visit to the industrial labour 
area of 24 Pargana. 


Yours sincerely, 


Raghib Ahsan, 
Member, CounciJ, Ali India 

Müslim League. 

* • • 


Mûunt Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hili, 

Bombay. 

2Jst February, 1945. 


Dear Mr. Raghib Ahsan, 

I am in rcceipt of your Ictter of Feburary 14th. The matter of arrangıng an AH- 
India Pakistan Day and the various other matters that you have mentioned ın your letter 
are the function of the Commıtlee of Action, and 1 thınk you should draw the attention 
of this Commıttce and also of ıhe Secretary of the Ali India Müslim League to the sugges- 
tioas that you have made. İt is not now possiblc for me to attend to ali the various activities 
of the Ali India Müslim League pcrsonallv, and that ıs the reason why we have now consti- 
tuted ıhe Commıttce of Actıon and the Central Parlıamentary Board. 

As regards the Assam situaiıon, I have noted what you say, and l have drawn 
Lhe attention of Sir Mohanıınad Saaduilah and Mr. Abdul Matın Chowdhury to this mat¬ 
ter. 

Yours sincerely, 

m: a. Jinnah. 

• • • I 
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Telegram dated March 9, 1945 from 
Mr. M. A. Jlıuflh to Mr. Raghib Ahsan, Calcutta 


WISH ALL SUCCESS FIRST MÜSLİM LEAGUE CONFERENCE CAL¬ 
CUTTA INDUSTRIAL LABOUR AREAS ORGANISE ÜNİTE MAINTAIN DIS- 
CIPLINE AM CONFİDENT WE SHALL WIN PAKİSTAN—JINNAH 


4i 


«i 


* 


The Calcutta Distnct Müslim 
Lcague. 

8, Zakaria Street. 

Calcutta. 


24th May, 1945. 


My dcar Qua/d-ı-Azafn, 

I vvas relıcved to learn ihat you arc ımprovmg in Health at Matheran; I was very 
very an^ıoııs to know about your heaİth but refyamed from WTİting because I did not want to 
dtsturb you. 

I aın tryinf, my leve) bcst to ünite and consolıdate our ranks in Bengal before we 
go lo thc country. We are determjned to sacnfice everytîung for the cause of unity and 
c' nt pcr çent success in the General Electiom on the issue of (1) Pakistan and (2) fIkM- 
Islami (Islamîc Idcology) as opposed to thc Communist Ideology of materialism and materia- 
hslic ıntcrp'.vtAtıon of History and the Congtess Ideology of Geographıcal and Eıhnohgical 
nalıonalıty propounded by Mr. Gandhi. 

T am '‘iif losing a programme of 14 points for winning Pakistan and galvanızing 
Lc.ngı'c organzaüon vvıth a new spirit for your kind consideration. 

Pakistan as *‘Goal’* and Fîkr-i’Islami as ‘‘Ideology”. 

1 parliculaTly ımpress upon you the nccessity of adopting (1) Fikr-i-Islanu (Islamic 
İdcolouy) and (2) Pakistan as the İssue of the coming General Electjons. I urge and pray 
earncMly that you shoı-ld adopt Fikr-ı-Hami as our Ideology and Pakistan as our Goal 
for appealmg to thc country "J'his wiU capture thc imaginatıon of the Muslims and go to the 
very *:ore ol their hear: and make otır appeal compreheıısive and irresistible. 

1 anı enclo^iııg a copy oî" ıhc Mcmbershıp pledge of the Bengal Müslim Leaguc 
containing n’.edge of Pakistan and Fikr-t-lslami for your consideration. 


Electoıjl rolls are being prepared m BengaJ. By June 30th, 1945, preb'minary 
rolls wouId be rcady for revıs,on according to an announcement of Electoral Roll Officer. 
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Nawabzada Liyaqat Ali Khan and Chaudhury Khalîquzzaınan are coming 
on the 29th May, 1945 from Assam. We are trying our best to ünite as a solid block 
Sir Nazimuddin, Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy and Mr. Abul Hasbim. 


Fikr-i-Islami to checkı 


ate CommuDist Menace. 


The reason why I have adopted Fikr~i~Islami (Islamic Ideology) as a pledge for- 
membcrship is that by this alone we can chcckmate and defeat the Communist threat 
to OUT Islamic solidarity and integrity. Commnnism is now the greatest danger to İslam 
and the Islamic world. 


I do request you that when you rc-entcr active politics you will start your work 
with your appeal to the Millet to rally round the Standard of the (1) Goal of Pakistan and 
(2) the Ideology of Fıkr-i-Islami as the two planks of our appeal to the eleetorate. 

Yours most smcerely &, obedientiy. 

Raghib Ahan. 
P.S. 


(1) My frıend Dr. Sir Shaia’at Ahmad Khan inforım mc that he ıs ready to work 
as an ordınary Lieutenant and worker of the Quaid“i-Azam. He may be entrusted with 
the work of propaganda in forcign countrics and wıth work regarding Planning Com- 
mittee. 


(2) Mr. Mulıammad Amin, LC.S. resigned his post of District Magistrate in 
Singhbhuın (Tatanagar) to devote himself enlireİy for Islamic National service. 1 am anxious 
to obtam his Services for the Lcague. 

(3) I lıavc prepared the draft of the Manifesto of the Bengal League on their 
rcqucst in modihcaıion of the draft of Mr. A. Hasbim which Wds rejected. I will send you 
my draft when it ıs fuJJy typed. 


Raghib Ahsan. 





* 


“Readymoney Lodge”, 
Matheran, 

June 2, 1945. 


Dear Mr. Raghib Ahsan, 

I am in reoeipt of your letter of 24th May, 1945, and I have noted the vaıious 
suggestions that you have made therein, but, as you knovv, I am for the moment disabled 


317 



from playing my fuJI part in the activities of thc Müslim Lcague organizaüon, and pri- 
marily, thc mattcrs referred to in your Jctter, are the concem of the Committec of Action 
who arc at present, I blieve , in BengaJ and have been there and also went to Assam. Thcre 
are some mattcrs referrcd by you which are very important but they must be placed before 
thc Working Committec of the AU-India Muslin: League, before final decision is taken, 
but I suppose you and others must have discussed tlıis matter with the Committec of Action, 
and I would like to know their reaction to ıt. anyhoWs I have notcd your points. 


1 shall 
League, which, 


certaînly awaıt the recejpt of thc draft of thc Manifesto of the Bengal 
I understand, you arc preparing and wıJl scnd ıt to me. 


Yours sinceıely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


« * * 

c rajagopalachari 

Telegram dated February 12, 1942 from Rajgji to Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 

The pur.suancc of general desire to consider the situation arisJng Gandhiji’s fast 
cameslly request you lo jojn conference here on J8th Thursday afternoon Kunzru Ghuzanvi 
Snnıvasan, Joahi, Kazmı, Banerıce, Chowdhary,Sant Singh and scives convening Reply 
Kırla Honse. —C. Rajagopalachari 


1 ^ * * 

Reply of QQaid-i-Azaın 

"1 FLueıvcd >our telegram yesterday the 14th and beg to inform you Ihat thc situa- 
tjcn arısing out of Mr. Gandhi's fast is really a matter for the Hindu leaders to consider 
and advise him accordıngiy 

I regret I um unable to associate mysclf with the proposed conference at Delhi 
on Ihc ISth o^ Fıbruary 1943; for ıt is apparent from thc rcccnı correspondcnce between 
thc Vicerny, ıhe Governn>ent of India and Mr. Gandhi that has been pubiished in the 
prcas, that there is no ehange on the part of Mr. Gandhi in the attitude and stand taken 
b>' hm last August ı^ıs*a-vis the Müslim League, cxcept thc feiteration of his oft-repeated 
pohbcal demand, having for jts saııctıon a threat to resort fo “mass civil disobedîcnee.” 

No^^ hc hay undertaken this dangerous fast with a view to enforce that demand, 
which 'f conccded or agreed lo under such coercıve method, it is obvious, will deslory 
thc Mushm demand and ınvoive complete sacrifice of the vital and paramount interests 
of Müslim India. 
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Moreover, great poiîtical issues and compiex politicai problems of this sub-conti- 
nent, involvîng the destinies of miUions, carmot be settied or solved by means and methods 
of fasting adopted by Mr. Gandhi. Besides owing to prevlous engagement it is not possi- 
ble for me to go to Delhi on the 18th of Febnıary, 1943. 

I do, however, hope that your effoıts may lead to the path of reason and peace 
and then there would come an opportunity for friendly negotiations which might, 1 tnıst, 
result in a scttlement satisfactry not only to the two majör nations—Hindus and Mus- 
lims, but to ali other interests and minorities, concemed.” 


* 




New Delhi, 
April 8, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Jınnah, 


Here is the basis for a settlement which I discussed wıth Gandhijı in March 1943, 
and of which he expressed fuU approval. He then authorized me to signify his approval 
of Ihese terıns should I be able to convince you of their bcing just and fair to ali. As the 
Government have refused to relax any of the festrictions împoscd on him to enable him 
to discuss or negotiate terms of any settlement, I write this to you on his behalf and hope 
that this w ili bring about a final settlement of the mo&t unfortunate impass we are in. You 
afe aware of the intensity of nıy desire for a settlement. I wa5 very glad when I found it pos- 
sJble to obtain Gandhıjİ’s approval of these terms. I hope that you wiil bestow your fullest 
thought on the justice and faimess of these proposals and help to terminate a condition 
of affairs which is steadily causing allround deterioration iu the country. 

Yours Sinccrely, 
C. Rajagopalachari. 

Enckısare 

** Basis for terms of setdemcnt between the İndian National Congress and the 
All-Tndia Müslim League to wlıich Gandhıji and Mr. Jinnah agrec and which they will 
endeavour respectively to get the Congress and the iMgüc to approve: 


(1) Subject to the terms set out below as regards the constitution for Free Indıa« 
the Müslim League endorses the indian demand for Independence and will 
co-operate witiı the Congress in the formation of a pfovisional interim Go¬ 
vernment for the transitional penod. 

(2) After the termination of the war, a commission shall be appointcd for de- 
marcatingcontiguousdi5tnctsiııthenorth-westandeastoflndia, wherein the 



Müslim population is in absolute majority. In the areas thus demarcated, 
a plebiscite of ali the inhabitants held on the basis of adult suifrage or other 
practicable franchise shall ultimately decide the issue of separation ffom 
Hindustan. Tf the majority decido in favour of forming a sovereign State 
separate from Hindustan, such decision shall bc given effect to, without 
prejudice to the right of districts on the border to choose to join either State. 

(3) It wjll be öpen to ali pariics to advocate thcif points of vjew before the plebi- 
cite is held. 

(4) In the event of separation ırutual agreeınenis shall be entered mto for safe- 
guarding defence, and commerce and Communications and for otlıer essential 
purposes. 

(5) Any transfer of population shall only bc on an absolutely voluntary basis. 

(6) These terms shall bc bınding only in casc of transfer by Bıitain of f^ull power 
and responsıbılıty of the governance of India.” 


«I * « 

New Delhi, 
April 17, 1944. 

Dcîir Mr. Jınnal', 

The proposal 1 gave you in wrıting when ve last met m Dellıi must bc stili with 
you and perİiaps you lıave read it över again and gıven further thought to it. I was much 
disappuıntcd. as you are aware, at yom inability to approve of the terms. But I hope you 
may perhaps reconsıder your position. I sinccrely believe that the proposals foım a Fair and 
siıtisfactory basis of scttlemcnt. I shall be grateful to hear from you as to whether yoıi have 
rccous'dcrcd the matter. 

Yours Smcerely, 
C. Rajagopalachari. 

* • ♦ 

Telegram daled Jme 30, 1944 from Mr. Rajagopalacbari to Mr. M. A. Jüinah 

Mv IcUer dated Apnl 17, touchjng matter personally discussed on Apnl 8 re- 

maıns yet unansvvered. Havc now met Gandhiji who stili holds by formula presented to 

you me. i vouid like no w publish the formula and your rejeetion. This lelegram is sent 

With Gandhia’s approval, 1 would like you at thıs juneture to reconsider your rejeetion— 
^ RajagopalachaiK 

• ♦ * 
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Telegram dated July 2, 1944 from Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Mr. Rajagopalâchari 


Your request to publish your formula. Your wrong version our talk that I rejected 
your formula js unlair surprising. True facts are T was willing place your formula before 
Working Committee Müslim League aJthough it was not öpen to any modjfication but you 
did not agree allow me to do so. Hence no further step was taken. My reaction was that 
I could not personally take responsibility of accepting or rejectıng it and my position 
remains same today. If Mr. Gandhî even now sends mc direct his proposal I am willing 
placc it before Müslim League Working Committee—M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


* 



Telegram dated July 4, 1944 fro 


II 


Mr. RaJagopalacharI to Mr. M. A. 




Thanks telegram. My letter Apnl 17 shovved how I felt ovcr what I thought was 
rejection of formula so far as you were personally concerned Shall be glad indced if as your 
telegram suggests you did not reject ıt. Gandhıjı, though not vested with representative 
or special authority in this matter definitely approved my proposal and amhorızcd me to 
approach you on that basis. Now again he rcafRrms his assent. Weight of his opinion 
would most pfobdbly secure Congress acccptancc. You Nverc unwjll]ng to accept my for¬ 
mula, but werc vvilling to place if before League Councıl. T think no purpose served by such 
procedurc so long as il docs not have your own support.—C. Rajagüpalachari. 

* « • 


Telegram dated July 5, 1944 from Mr. M. A- Jinnah to Mr. RaJagopalachari 

Regret uuable fo go beyond my telegram July 2-M. A. Jinnah. 




♦ 


Telegram dated July 8, 1944 from Mr. Rajagopalacbari to Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 


Your telegram of 5th received today. Wıth it private negotiation ends. It is neces- 
sary taJce public into confîdence now. I am accordingly releasing cntıre correspondence 
ending your wire 5th. C.—Rajagopalachan. 

• « * 
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RAJENDRA PRA5AD, Dr. 


5th October, 1939, 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Jn ıhe resolution of the Working Committee of the All-India Müslim League, 
passcd recently in Delhi, reference has been made to Provincial Governments. It is stated 
that Provincial Autonomy m scvcral Provinces has rcsultcd jn the donunation of the Hindus 
over the Müslim minorities whösc life and liberty, property and honour arc in danger, 
and even Iheır rclıgious ııglıts and culture sve bsıng assailed and annihîlated every day 
under the Congress Governments m varıous Provinces. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru aUo 
informed mc that you mcnlioncd thıs matter to hım in the course of a recent conversation. 

Wc feci that these eharges are wholly unfounded and are based on misappre- 
hension and one-sıdcd reports that might have reached you and the League. The Govern¬ 
ments concernej have ınquired ınto the matter whenevcr such eharges have been made and 
hav: dcnicd ihem On a previous occasion ^ve expressed our wıllingness to have any specifıc 
ınstances investigatcd by jmparliai authenty. We feel strongiy, and I am sure, you wiil 
agrec wıth us, that such eharges, vvhca scriously made, should be inquired into and either 
substantıatcd or dısprovcd. Wc would lifce thıs course to be adoptcd in regard to any specific 
instances that arc put forward. If you agrec, we could Tequcst the highest judicial autho- 
rity m India, Sir M. Gwyer, Chief Justıce of the Federal Court, to inquire into this mattei. 
In the event of his not beıng available, somc oher person of a sJnıılar status and judicial 
positicn might be approachcd. 

i shall gladly placc this matter bofore the Working Committee of the Congress 
and get ihcm to pass a formal resolution to thıs efftet. 

I am leavıng for Wardha to-day and shall be oblighed to you if you will send 
an erJy rcjii’y, i shall be in VVardha for about a week. 


Yours siııcerely, 
Rajendra Prasad. 


6th October 1939. 

Dear Mr. Aajcudva Prasad, 

I am jn a'ccipl of your letter dated October 5, 1939. I beg to inform you that 
I have alrcady placcd the whoIe case before the Viceroy and the Governor-Gcneral and 
have rcqaested iıım to take ııp ihc matter without dclay as he and the Governors of the 
PTovmccs have oeen expressly authorised under the Constitution and arc entrusted wıth 
the responsıhılıty to proteet the rights and the interests of the minorities. 
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The matter is now under His Exccliency’s consideration and hc is thc propcr 
authoTİty to take such action and adopt such mcasures as would meet our requırcments 
and wouId restore complcte sense of security and satisfaction amongst thc Mussalmans 
in those Provinces whcre the Congress Ministrics arc incharge of Ihe administratıon. 

In thcsc circumstances, I do not wısh to dıscuss further the various statcments 
made in your letter as it is unnecessary' to do so, but I must say that some of them arc 
whoJly inaccurate. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


I» * 

RASHEED AHMAD MOULAl 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay. 

28th May, 1937. 


Dear Sir, 


I am in receipt of your lettcr of the ISth Ma>, and many thanks for il. 

I am very much obliged to you for makıng ıhe various suggestions ihat you havc. 

I shall certainly try and comc to your Province provided I am satisfied that among 
the various parties thcre is a desirc for un!t> and solidanty. From what I have gathered, your 
Province seems to be vcry much divided into different sections. l thı'nk the only course ıs 
for some of you who bclieve in the Müslim policy that is pursucd by the AlJ-Tndia Müslim 
League to establısh District Lcagucs and Provincial League in your Province and establısh 
contact wîth thc peoplc and make them under-stand what we stand for and l am sure 
that you wiJI get enormous support from your people. IF you make really proper and ear- 
nest afforts. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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], Hastings Road, 
New Delhi, 

25th March, 1938. 


Dear Sir» 


I havc rcccıved your lettcr of tlıe 15th of March. 

You must have fead m neW5papcrs by now ihat the Council of the All-India 
Müslim League has appoınted a Comm ltee lo enquıre mto the hardships, ill-treatment 
and injustıcc that ıs meted out to the Musaimans generally and the Members and the workers 
of the Müslim League. The Sccretary of that Committee is Ali Bahadur Habibullah whose 
addrcss is Mal!, Lucknovv. I would therefore rcquest you to put the matter before that 
Comm ıttcc. 

As to my comıng to Patna, it ıs not possible for me just now to fîx up any engage- 
ment. I trust that the İcaders and the rank and file of your Province will reahze that we 
fihould close our ranks and undersLand each other as onc solid united pcople. 


Yours truly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


« « « 


private. 

Liltle Gıbbs Road, 
Malabar Hill. 
Bombay, 

16th July, 1939. 

Dear Sır, 


I am in receıpt of your letter of the I2th instant, and I am very glad to read the 
articie purporting to lavc becn wrıtten by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in whıch he has 
shown lııs wıllingness ^.o come into the Müslim League, provided his certain terms are accep- 
tcd. Do not you think that if he was really so genume and auxious to join the League, 
inste.ıd of vvnting artule in the newspaper, he would havc wnlten to me dırectly. I am 
surprised that evea pecple like you take this şort of propaganda seriousiy. According to 
the constiLutiun and the rules of the Mushm League cvery Mussalman is welconıe to join 
it, and vvtıatever defecLs there may be can be put right by the help of ali, and it is the duty 
of every Mussaiman to join the lx;aguc and improve it and make it better and betler ins- 
tead of ûndıng fault witb it in the public press merely wıth a view to diseredit it. 
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I think your information about the activities of the League seem to be out of 
date, and 1 am surprised that you should tumbie into this species of arguments, that the 
Müslim League is not placing a definiteandconstructiveprogi'amme for the masses to act 
on, that the League leaders are creatures of British Imperialism, and that the request from 
the masses to rcsport to civil disobedience is not granted People who charge us \vith these 
allegations seem to be utterly ignorant of the fealities of the situation. Tn the iîrst instance, 
there is a definite and constnıctive programme of the League laid down at the Lucknow 
Sessions in October, and is being pursued in various parts of India. As to the charge that 
the League is supporting British Imperalism it is totalJy fase, and with regard to the question 
of not granting permission to masses to restort to civil disobedience in the first place no 
provincial league has yet made out a sufficient case for the purpose of resorting to civil 
disobedience, at any rate, for the present. 


Youts faithfully, 
M. A. Jinnah. 






E. V. RAMA5WAMI 


Erode 

August 9, 1944. 


My dcar Jinnah Sahib, 

I have been walching carcfuUy the procecdings of Mr. Rajagopalacharia’s for- 
ınula towards solvıng the dcadlock and your desire to rcceıvc Mr. Gandhi at your residence 
in Bombay on your retum, which will probably be about the middle of August. It is wel- 
comed in poJitical circles. 

Though I have no full hope, there are signs of change as our opponents have 
come fonvard themselves to settie the Hindu-Muslim quesiion, especially m relation to 
the Cripps oifer. I nced not say that Congressites are experts in twisting words and to givc 
occult sense. They can say anything and give meanings m whatever manner they think. 
Though we do not depend upon thera. you know very wcll that we should be vigilant and 
careful in the negotiation. 

It is cicar that a general election with Muslims and Hindus as well as Aryans 
and Dravidians will give hardship to both of us. 



Kindly excuse me for reminding you about ûur dıscussions relating to Pakistan 
and Dravidastan whı]e we were at Madras and Delhi, and your assurance that you would 
pJead for both questıons as one. Here in South India, I considered both the questions 
as one and dıd my best to solve the problem as far as possible. 


You kııow very well that there could be no Pakistan and independence for Musli 
India until and unless independence was achicved for the rest of the nations. 


With kınd regards, 


Yours Sincerely, 
£. V. Ramaswami. 






* 


Bombay, 

August 17, 1944. 


Dcar Mr. Ramaswami, 

I am ın receıpt of you. Icttor of August 9, and thank you for it. I havc alvvays had 
nuıch sympathy for the people of Madras, 90 per çent of whom are Non-Brahmins, and 
ıf thty desıre to cstabhsh theır Dravidastan, ıt ıs entırely for your people to decide on this 
malter. I can say no morc, and certainly I cannol .speak on your behalf. 

I have made the posıtion clear to you and your colleagues when 1 was in Madras 
üiorc ttıan once, hut hitherto I have noticed that in your activities you have beeıı indecisive, 
If Ihe people of your provıncc really desire Dravidastan, then it is for them to assert them- 
selves. I hope that you will understand my positıon, that I can only speak for Müslim 
India, but >ou have my assurance that wherever and whenever I have a say in the matter, 
you wıL find me supporting any just and faır elamı or demand of any seetion of the people 
üf India. and partıcularly the Non-Brahmins of Southern India. 


Yours Sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


TEJ BAHADUR SAPRU^ SIR 


Prt-ss itatement issued on May I, 1941 from Nandi Hills by Mr. M. A. Jinnah 

Presıdcnt of the AU-lndia Müslim League while releasing the correspondence betsveen him 
and Sır Tej Bahadur Sapru. 



"Let me at önce deal with at least one point in the pcrsonal statement of Sir Tej 
Bahadur Sapru published on the 29th of April 1941 wıth regard to his efforts to what he calls 
‘bringing Mr. Gandhı and me together\ Here is the correspondence that passed between 
mc and Sir Sapru and it spcaks for itself. His promise to cummunicate with me further 
made in his letter dated the 19th of February 1941 rcmained unfulhlled. Having taken 
the initiative, he had not the courtesy lo infornı me as to the resuLt of his efforts and as to 
the causes and reasons of his failure and it is hardly fair that he should now pontifically 
pronounce in his statement that he does not wish to apportıon blame between the leaders 
and yet in another place in his statement he characterises me as ‘an intractable leader’, 
when by my letter, dated the lOth of February 1941, I at önce showed my willıngness as 
suggested by him to meet Mr Gandhı or any other Hindu leader to have a ‘heart to heart 
conversation.’ 


As regards other matters and points raised in Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru’s personal 
statement and in the statement of the so-called Standing Commıttee of the Sapru Con- 
fefence, I shall, if necessary, deal w]th them later when I have had sufficient time to cxamine 
them carefuUy, 


Alİahabad, 

6th February, 1941. 


My dear Jinnah, 

Since we met last İn Bombay a rew months ago, 1 have several times thought 
of >vriting to you. but I have never been able, up to this moment, to make up my mind. 
Even now wlıen I have dccided to write to yon, I am writmg thıs letter with consıderable 
hesitation, as, if I cannot make things better than they are at present, I certainly do not, 
in ali conscience, want to make them worse. But I believe that since 1916 when we came 
together in the old India Legıslativc CounciK you have known my vjcws on the Hindu- 
Maiıomedan queslion, and I am, therefore, venturing to hope that you will not misun- 
derstand my point of view. 

Althouglı, I have not been taking actıvc part in politîcs of the country for the 
last fcw years, the old interest stili survives, and T foJlow faırly closely the trend of events. 
The trend of recent events has onl> tendcd to confinn me m my belıef that the supreme 
necessity of the hour is a seitlement bctween the Hındus and ihe Muslims, or to put it in 
party politics, bettveen the Congress and the Hindu Sabha and the Müslim League. İt is 
my misfortune that owjng to some very strong convietions, I have found it impossiblc 
to jom eilher of the first rvvo and for obviou» reasons I could not be a member of the League 
of v/hıch you are the President, and yet I fccl that so lung as the threc bıg organised bodies 
of public opınıon in India remain in thcır present state of relationship to each other, the 
future of this country cannot be by any mcans bright. It is not my purpose to discuss in 
this letter which of these three parties is to bİame. I thınk that a discussion of this ehar- 
aeter can never lead to any good; indeed, I think, instead of doing good, ıt may do positive 
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harm. You w]li remember that even inAugust lastwhen wemet at Bombay, I told youthat 
ıfthe Congress and the Hindu Sabha wou(d not, or vvere not prepared to cali a conference 
for the purpose of setthng differences, there was no reason why you, as the President of a 
great and influential League, should not take the step forvvard. Since then I have been 
giving this matter my constant attention, and at last I have made up my mind to make a 
personal appeal to you. I do not, however, pretend to sail under faJse colours. I represent 
neither the one party nor the other. I can neıther offer nor accept terms. I can only appeal 
to you in my individual capacity—in the capacity of one who strongiy and genuioely hoJds 
that the Musiims are an integral part of İndia and that their wil[ing co-operation with 
other communities, must nccessarily condition the nature, cxtent and speed of the pro- 
gress of the country. I am deliberately avoıding aJl reference to the controversiaİ issues 
that dıvidc the one from the other, as it ıs not for me to settie them, but for you and leaders 
of other partics, vvho can influence opinıon and speak tor others to raise these issues and to 
come to a settlemenL in regard to them. As a realist, I feel that not only you but Mr. Gandhi 
and the leaders of the Hindu Sabha, particularly Dr. Savarkar, are men on whom the pri- 
mary responsjbility for a settlement of those issues lies. Neither speeches on pubiic pat- 
forms, norstatemenls and intervievvs given by leaders, can really hclp the sîtuation, I think 
conversations, or if I may cısc a hackneyed phrase, heart-to-heart conversations may possibJy 
lead to some satısfactory results. In any case even if they do not, we shali have the satisfaction 
of knovving that cverything has been done which could be done, to bring about a better 
State of feeling and understandıng. I am, therefore, venturing to suggest on ray own account, 
wjthout conımitting any other person, or any olhcr party, to my view or suggestions that 
(I) you should agree fîrst to mect Mr. Gandhi, and then theprocesss of private talks could 
bc cxtcndcd to others. (2j If you and other leaders then thmk, that it would serve the best 
interest of the country, to invite a jomt conference, then you ali could take the ncccssary 
stage. I can assurc you of ray pcrsonal support and co-opeıation m this matter, If your 
reply to my suggestion ıs that you will be prepared to see Mr. Gandhi aiMİ talk över mal- 
ters with him, 1 shall vvnte to him and press it on hım that he must see you in Bombay 
or any other place that may süit your convcnience. I hope very strongiy that he wili be 
quite wılling to sce you m Bombay or any other convenient place and discuss things vvith 
you. f. thınk you two .should mcet fîrst, for if the country is dear to him, I belicve, it is no 
less deaı lo you. You may be at present identihed with the Müslim League. I have no kind 
of prtjudıce against the League or any onc conneeted with it, and so far as you are con- 
cerned, 1 stili prefer to lonk upon you as I used lo in days göne by when other people also 

looked up to you, for guidance and advocacy of the causc of india, ırrespectivc of caste, 
colour or creed. 

If you are wilî.îng to sce Mr. Gandhi and to discuss things I hope you will permit 
me to take him into conüdence about what you writo to me. 

With kind regards. 


* 
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Yours smcerely, 
Tej Bahadur Sapru. 



Bombay, 

lOth Febnıary, 1941. 

My dcar Sapru, 

I am in receipt of youf letter of tke 6th instant and thank you for it. I have given 
to it my closest consideration coming as it does from you. 


The main purpose on which you have concentrated is directed totvards trying 
to induce me to agree to see Mr. Gandhi. 1 am soıry to find that you are under the impres- 
sion that I am reluctant and opposed to seeing Mr. Gandhi or any other Hindu leader 
on behalf of the Hindu community, for you say in your letter that I should agree ürst lo 
see Mr. Gandhi. Then you proceed to say further, ‘‘if your reply to my suggestion is that 
you will be prepared to see Mr. Gandhi and talk över matters wıth him I shall write to him 
and press it upon him that he must see you at Bombay or any other place that may süit 
your conveniencc.” Please remove this erroneous impression from your mind. 1 have always 
been ready and willing to see Mr. Gandhi or any other Hindu leader on behalf of Hindu 
community and do ali I can to help the solution of the Hindu-Muslim problem. 


As regards other matters in your letter 1 cannot do better than to send you a 
press cutting gi vmg full text of my speech that 1 made in the course of the debate in the Assem- 
bJy on the Supplementary Finance BiJl Jast November, as I fear that your attention, if 
at ali, could have been dra\vn only to the A.P. summary that appeared in most of the papers 
at the time. 


This mil give you some idea of the position and the point of the Müslim League. 


1 thank you for your pefsonal referenccs to me which I need not say I appreciate 
very much. 


Yours sincerely. 


My dear Jlnnah, 



M. A. Jinnah. 

Allahabad, 

19th February, 1941, 


Thank you ever so much for your kind letter of the lOth Febnıary. I regret to say 
that I have been having high fever for the last fivc or sıx days and am therefore unable to 
attend to any pohtical correspondence. As soon as I get better I shaİl write to you again 
aboul the matter about which I wrotc to you oa the 6th February. I appreciate very much 
the promptness with whlch you have so kindly replied to me. 


Yours Sincerectly, 
Tej Bahadur Sapru. 



lOth December, 1944. 


My dear Jinnah, 

As you may be aware, the Standing Committee of the Non-Party Conference 
met at Delhi on the I8th and 19th of November last, and passed a resolution, in accor- 
dance with whıch 1 made a statement at a Press Conference on the 19th of November, 
1944. I am enelosing herewith a printed copy of the resolution and a snmmary of my state¬ 
ment, Accordingly, a Committee has bcen appointed and the names of its members have 
appeared in the press. It wi]l soon begin to funedon. 

The main funetion of the Committee is cxpIoratory. It wiJl endeavour, by per- 
sonal contacts and othenvjse, to ascertain the views of the main political parties in regard 
to the hasis of the fulure Constitution of India. It wıll study carefully the full implications 
of the proposals of the Müslim League in regard to Pakistan as well as the full import 
of the proposals made by Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. C. Rajagopalachari during the recent 
Gandhi—Jinnah talks. İt will study wıth no less çare the demand of the Hindu Mahasabha, 
of the Sıkhs, of the Seheduled Classes and other important bodies. The Committee hopes 
that by a thorough and unbiased examination of these conüıcting views, ıt may hnd it possîble 
to make conerete suggestions which may pave the way for solution of the preseni con- 
İroversJes. 

I am, therefore, eamestly approaching you, on behalf of the Committee and on 
my own behalf, to enqüire if you wıll kindly allow me and cne or two other members of 
the Committee to see you in order to obtain ciariheation on the practical aspects of the 
problem. 1 shall, therefore, be much obliged if you wouJd kindly fix two alternative dates 
that may süit you and also Itt me know the place where we can meet you. 

Yours Sıncerely, 
Tej Bahadur Sapru 

* * « 

14th December, 1944 

My dear Sapru, 

1 am in receipt of your Ictter dated December lOth, enelosing thercin a printed 
cop> of Üıe resolution p assed by the Standing Committee on the J8lh and 19th of November 
last, and also a summary of your statement at the Press Conference of the 19th ultimo, 
and l thank you for thtm 

I regret to say that I cannot rccognize the Non-Party Conference or ıts Standing 
Committee, Jnd follows therefore, that I cannot recognize the Committee rccently ap¬ 
pointed by the Standing Committee of the Non-Party Conference for the purpose and the 
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manner in which you propose to proceed and dealt with the present political situation. 
My views about your Non-Party are already weU-known to you and the public. Tn these 
cİTCumstances, 1 am unable to comply with the request contained in your letter. 

HoAvever, I hope that you wili undcrstand that I do not mean any discourtesy 
to you personalJy, and that had you desired to meet me otherwjse than on behalf of the 
Non-Party Conference or the Committee referred to in your letter, I would have bcen 
glad to see you. 

Yours Sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 

• * * 

17th Decembcr, J944. 

My dear Jinnah, 

Thts is simply to acknowledge your letter of the 14th of Dccember, which I re- 
ceived yesterday (16) evening. One day prior to the receipt of your letter, i.e., on the 15th, 
I had heard from some press correspondents here that my letter and your letter only co- 
firmcd what I had heard already before its arrival. 

l note that you are unable lo see me on behalf of tlıe Non-Party Conference 
or the Committee which has been appointed by it. 

I presume you wiil havc no objcetion to my issuing this letter to the press. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Tej Rahadur Sapru 

♦ ♦ * 

SHAHEED .SUHRAWARDY 

Toofan Express, 

En route to Calcutta, 
July 2, 1945. 

Dear Sir, 

As 1 travel back to Calcutta one or two ıdeas occur to me which I venture to pass 
on to you for what they are woTth. 
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If Congress sticks to its position that thc Lcague cannot be allowed to norainate 
the fuli Müslim quota because there arc MusJims outside thc League, why not let thc issue 
be decidcd by a convention of ali the Müslim members of the Central and Provincial Legis- 
latııres? Such a demand should be inrefutablc bccause ihe Wavell Plan gives a parity of seats 
to Müslim as such and Muslims also shold havc the right to (1) decide how these are to 
be hlled, and (2) who should fiil them. If the Lcague's daim to settie these questîons as the 
only representative body of Muslims is contested, who can contest the right of the elected 
representatives of the Muslims, for whom a quota ıs earmaked in the Executive Council, 
to speak with authority on these issues? 

As to the method of holding such a convention, if it is difficult to cali together 
800 people in one place, each province can cali together the provincial Legislators at the 
Provincial headquarters and their opinions on given questions recorded. Thereafter, ali 
the "votes” can be sent to the Viceroy who would collate the result and find out for which 
point of view or for which men the majority of the whole body of legislators tcJcen as one 
has voted. 


The questjons at issue are aIMndia oncs and therefore the vote-coımt must be 
on an aJl-India basis and not province by province. 

As regards the questions to be refcrred to such a vote, these may be cither; 


(a) Should the Müslim League alone nominatc personnd to the E.C.; 


or 


(bj Which particular individuals out of a list composed of names submitted 
by Congress, Müslim League ete., should be included in the E.C, The first 
scems much more preferable, because such a convention would be in the 
nature of a plebiscite and only principles are decided by a plebiscite and it 
is not a means of choosing personnel. Iıı either case, however, we should 

wirı. 


One othtT altematıve seems to be to hold general elections and then meet again 
to 4hscuss the plan in the light of the verdict given by the eleetorates, particularly Müslim 
electoraıes. The Congress can put up its own candidates for the Müslim seats, as it claims 
to Tepresent Muslims also, and their fate wouId effectively an&wer the questiou whether 
this daim should btt jntertaıned. 


Whichever of the above allemalives are accepted, the Conference would havc to 
adjoıun sine die, Thty may say it would involve dclay, but impatîent haste in deciding 
such vit;^! raatters affeeting Uıe future of a people like the Muslims would be criminal. 


The ubove suggestionv are only for consideration in the event of present tallu 
on other lines and other bases faiLing. Whoever rejects such a plan to settie matters at 
issue by a broadbased referendum tvouJd put himself immediately in the wrong. 
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Forgive me for this long infliction, but I thought there might be some thing in 
thesc ideas which had occurred to me. 

Wıth my very best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 



Shaheed. 


BEGÜM SHAH NAWAZ 

October, 1945. 

“After reading your Clarion cali to Muslims to rally lound the Müslim League 
banner at this cntical juncture in the history of Müslim İndia, 1 venture to place my Services 
at your disposal and Tequest you to be so kind as to remove the ban imposed on me in 1941. 
May 1 be permitted to serve the Müslim League as your humble sold'er, as I have already 
explained to you at length the circumstances that wcre responsible for my coramıtting 
the blunder of 1941.1 have tendered my apology in person. I would like to assure you önce 
again that in future I shall consider it my proud privilege to cany out the orders of my 
leader to the best of my ability and shall serve the organisation that I love wholeheartedly 
and faithfully. 

Quaid-i-Azam’s reply— 

"I accept your explanation and assurances and appreciate the spirit of your letter. 
1 therefore, as requested by you in the circumstances shall remove the ban which was imposed 
on you in 1941, for five years disquaiifying you for membership of the Müslim League and 
1 do hope you wjll serve selflessly and loyally the Müslim League and our nation for the 
achievcment of Pakistan. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 


SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 

November 13, 1946. 

Dcar Sır, 

On November 11, hearing the disturbances and destruetion of life and property 
that werc going on in the arca between Ghaziabad and Hapur, 1 visited the area accom- 
panîed by Miss Mirduia Sarabhai and some other friends. There werc some very regrettable 
tuuching scenes, into the detaıls of which I shall not go. We went into the villages of Dasna 
and Mussone, vrhıch were predominantly Müslim wjth a few Hindu inhabitants. 
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The poliçe tried to prevent us from going there, telling us that if wc went there we 
would be kiUed. Ali thc same we went in on our own responsibility. On going inîo tlıe village 
we found that the great majority of the Muslims had colleeted ali the Hindus in one placc 
and were giving them full proteetion. Thcy had also talcen the Hindu vvomen together with 
their own wonıenrolk, to places of safety. 

1 talked to one of thenij w]ıo said that in spıte of the ruthless destruetion of their 
lives and property in ali areas around, they were going to protect the lives, honour and 
property of the minority amongst them, becausethis was the instruetion from the Quaid-i- 
Azam. 


The local Müslim population said that they knew that the barbarities t\ere not 
committed by the local people, but by pilgrims from outsıde, mainly from Rohtak and 
Hissar, incited by the R.S.S. and other communalists. 

I wou]d request you to ıssue fıequent appeals and send Müslim League workers 
into the area prcdoıninantly Müslim to take thc responsibility of proteeting the life, honour 
and property of the minority. 1 am also making a similar appeal to the Congress to send 
prominent workers to areas that are predominantly Hindu, to take the responsibility of 
proteeting the lives, honour and property of the Müslim minority. 


Yours Sincerely, 
Shah Nawaz Khan 



November 14, 1946. 


Deaı Sir, 


I am in receıpt of your letter of November 13, 1946, and I thank you for thc In¬ 
formation and ativjcc you have given ine. 


Yours Sincerciy, 
M. A» Jinnah 
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SHAMSUL HASSAN 


Bombay 

14th December, 1929. 


Dear Mr. Shamsul Hassan, 

I am in receipt of your letter of 4tlı December. I am sorry to hear that Dr. Kitchlcw 
does not attend to thc atfairs of the League. I think that if he cannot do his work it is but 
right that he should resign. You may see him on the subject and do the best you can. 
As regards the future, I think it is not necessary for the Ali India Müslim League to meet 
just at presejıt. I shall be in Delhi probably on or before the 20th January and we can 
consider then what steps, if necessary, shoud be taken. 


• « * 

SHIA POLmCAL CONFERENCE 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


July 25, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

In view of your letter addressed to S. Sakhi Husain of Amroha published in the 
Press and your reference to the Shia Community in your specch at Sıalkot, t was requircd by 
the last meetıng of the Würking Committec of thc All-India Shia Political Confercnce 
to approach you and to rcquest you to elucidate and define thc status of the Shias ın thc 
seheme of Pakistan, as proposed by the Mutlim League. The necessity for this step has 
been felt because of the follovving among other circumstances- 

Several attempts have been made to propose from the Müslim League platform 
ıhat the Government iıı the Pakistan should be modellcd on the lines of the Government 
that prcvailed, in Arabia just after thc Proplıd’s dcath, (i.e. Hukumul Illahıya). Although 
it is rcalised that ıt is not possiblc to put the clock back by so many years, yet it is feared that 
this may be an attempt to curtail the freedom oF rcligious rights and observance which has 
been enjoyed by the Shia heretofore. 

(b) During eleetions for Müslim scats, it is a very common cxpcricnce of a Shia 
candidate, whenever he is pıtched against a Sünni candidate, to iind that appeal is made 
to the rcligıous fanatkısm of the majonty of voters, and a Shia is dcfeated mcrely because 
hc is a Shia. It ıs a common practıce on such occasion to allege that a Shia, because of cer- 
tain peculiarities of his articles of faith, is not a Müslim at ali, and as such not entitled 
to their votes. 
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(c) The bitter cxperiencc whîch the Shias had during the regime of the Congress 
in U.P. of the two Congress Müslim Ministers makes them unwilJing to trust themselves 
in future, to similar type of Mushm Ministers. They are afraid that aJthough in Pakistan 
Provinces there wjll be no Congress Minİstcncs, yet the men who will form the Cabmet 
may be of the same class and type. 

(b) The Shıa Polilical Conference gives considerable importance to its creed 
of complete independence for India and desires to carry on the stnıggle for it side by side 
with other political bodies in the country whıch have the same creed. The Shias are con- 
vinced that with the freedom of the country Pakistan will also be automatically achieved 
if majority of the Mussalmans so desirc. 

Although I have no final authority on behalf of the Shias generally, I feel that 
if the Mushm League gjves them ehe foIJovvıng assurances they will feel perfectly satisfied. 

(1) That there will be no encroachement on their religious freedom and obser- 
vances in Pakistan, and no innovations which will hurt their religious susceptıbılities vvıll 
be inflieted. 

(2) That dunng clcctıons there should bc no propaganda directly against the 
religious bclit-r*; or practices of a Shıa, and ıf there is any such propaganda then irrespeetive 
of the proof whethcr it has affcctcd the rcsult of the elcctjon or not, the eleetion wiJl be set 
aside at the instance of Ihc Shıa candıJate. Jt may be necessary, to give a guarantec that the 
elcctıon rules wiM bc amended to give effect to this assurance. 

(3) Tİıat the Shias should be guarantccd sufficient number of seats in the Minis- 
tries. Legislatuıes, and all the eleeted bodies, as wellasto ali Judicial and Executivc posts 
which should bc a definite puıportion of the Muslims who are appointed to these places. 
The proporlıon must nccessarily vary in difTcrent Provinces, and will have to be fixed 
in consultatlon, wıth the representative:» of the Shias in these Provinces. 

(4) That the Müslim League, whilc fîghting for Pakistan, will srtuggle for the 
independence of the country as a \vhole, and should be willıng to settie its diffcrences with 
other pohtıcdl paıtics, m order that the movement for the freedom of the country may 
not be jeopardısed. It should bc reahsed that insistcncc on the attainment of Pakistan lirst, 
is lıkcly to delay considerably both Pakistan and independence, 

I may mcııtion m the end according to me these are tlıe most important puints 
tvhıch have so lar k:pt the Shia Political Confcrencc and the m^ority of the Shias outside 
the Muslini League. 1 hı'pc that as soon as a satısfactory understanding is arrived at on these 
questjons there vv'ill probably be no dıfficuUy lelt in two bodies working in harmonv with 
each other. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Ali Zaheer. 

President, 

All-India Shia Political Conference, 



Malabar HiU, 
Bombay, 

31st August, 1944. 


Dear Sir, 

I am in receipt of your letter of Juİy 25th, and I regret I cannot discuss the points 
raised by you through and by means of correspondencc. I enclose hercith a copy of a Press 
report of my interview with a deputation of tbe Shias of the Punjab dated March 20th for 
your information. I am confident that the majority of Shias are with the Müslim League 
and such of them as are stili outside the League under some şort of misapprehension, 
are, in my opinion unwise in not joining the Müslim League without any reservation 
in the interests of the Shia‘s as well as of Müslim India generally. The Müslim League stands 
for justice and fairplay, and will always stand for these fundamental principles, and there 
is no need for the Shias to think that they will not be justly İreated by the All-India Müslim 
League. I think it is a great disservice to the Müslim cause to create any kind of division 
between the Mussalmans of India, and 1 do not see any real cause or occasion for it. Our 
organisation is now in a position to meet out justice to every individual and recognise 
the merits vvherever wc have any voice or power to do so and as time goes on it w]ll grow 
more and more in that direction. The Müslim League cannot recognise any other political 
organisation. Besides, most of the points that you have raised are matters for the Mus- 
sahnans themselves to deal with internally and some of them are totally irrclevant and are 
raised under a misapprehension and not in accordance with facts. 

Yours faithfuUy, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

« * * 


Telegram dated 3rd OctobeTp 1945 fron the Secretary of the Shia ConfereDcep Lucluıow 

"Our invitation for the Shia AİI-Party Conference is issued. Leaders' presence 
urgcntl> necded. Wire consent —Sajjad Ali Khan." 

♦ ♦ * 


Qaald-e-Azam’s reply— 

“Your telegram. The organisers of the Shia Conference, I regret to say, are mis- 
guided and misled by our enemies. My advıce to every Shia is to joîn the Müslim League 
unreservedly at this crltical juneture. The other cour^ is harmful generally to the Muslims 
of India and even more detrimental to the Shia interests. “ 
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"The Mushm Lcaguc and I have made it cJear r.peatedly that We stand for justice 
and fairplay towards every sect of Mussalmans and non-MusIım mınontıes. The Müslim 
Lcaguc is already plcdged to its basic princıple of freedom for ali religıons and seets. The 
Müslim Lcague will never interfere with the faith and belief of any sect amongst Musssal- 
mans or non-Muslims and jninorities. On the contrary, the Cardinal and fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Müslim League laid down in the Lahnre resoJutions of March 1940, in 
cicar terms, provides for effectİve safeguards and Ihc proteetion ol minoritles and thcir 
religious rights of freedom. An overwhelnıing majordy of Shias are with the Lcague and 
legitimatc grievances, if any, are a matter of our own ıntenıal concern, and can be dealt 
vvithın our fold by the All-lndıa Müslim League—M. A. Jınnah.” 

* * * 

THARIANI, A. M. 


5th March, 1945. 


Dear Mr. Thariaııı, 

I am sorry I vvas not able to see you before Jcaving foj Delhi, but 1 note the change 
you havc made in the tıtle of the “Vatan”. It is stili not clear, and whıle I wish your paper 
ali succcss, l would requcst you lo ınake ıt quıtc clear that neither the Müslim Lcague nor 
1 havc anything to do 'vlfh the nıanagement, control, and theconductof the paper. I also 
note on >üur ietter-paper “Press Telegram: Lcague Pıcss”. This is likely to cenvey the 
j'mpression that your Pre^s bclongs to the Müslim League. I have no objeetion to your 
using aiıyvvInTc by itself separatdy “Founder: Qaid-e-Azara M. A. Jinnah'* but beyond 
that you must not dıroctly or indırectly convey to the public that the “Vatan” belongs to the 
Müslim Lc.ıguc or that the League or nysclf have any control of it dircctly or indirectiy. 

Yüurs sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


* 



H. TRUMAN 


Telegram dated 


Deceı 


ber 8, 1947. 


At this Liour whcn the Müslim woıld has received a terrible shock owıng to the 
most unlortıınatc dec.sıon of the United Nations Organization to cnjorce prtition of Pales- 
tıne, I w )uld l;kc fo address lo you, Mr. President, this personal appeal 

2. rhc dec'ısion is ııltra vıres of ıhc United Nations Charter and basicaJJy wrong 
and iııvalid in law. 


338 



3. Morally it ıs untenablc, Politicalİy, historically, geographically and practically 
it would be impossıble to enforce partition againt the United resistance of the Arabs who 
have the full sympathy and support of ovcr three hundred mıllion Mussalmans and many 
non-Muslim couııtries and not only thcse who votcd against UNO decision. 

4. In the long run ıt wiJl and must fail. The very people for whosc bcnefit this 
decision is takcn the Jews, who have alrcady suffered terribly früm Nazı persccution— 
wi]J 1 greatly fcar, suffer most ıf this unjust coursc is pursued. Moreover the decision pre- 
sents a grcat dangcr to wor]d peace. 

5. May I thereforc, at this eleventh hour, appeal to you and through you to the 
greal and powerful American nation, which has always stocd for justice, to uphold the 
rights of the Arab race. The Government and the people of America can yet save this 
dangcrous situation by gi\ing a correct İcad and thus avoid the gravest con5equcnccs and 
repercussions. 

6. May I, Mr. President, with your permıssion, relcase this telegram to the 

press. 


M. A. Jınnah, 
Güvernor General of Pakistan. 








Reply dated 28ıb January, 1948. 

“I appreciated greatly your message of Dcccmber 8, 1947, and weIcomc the spirit 
in which it was sent. Such exchange of views arc always helpful m the development of mutual 
understandmg. I am sure that we have a coınmon purpose in the maintenance of vvorld 
peace on the basıs of the principles incorporated in the Charter of the United Nations. 

"Even wîth thcse common objcetives it ıs only natural that diiferenccs ın vıews 
will from lime to time arıse and it is only by frank and öpen discussîon that thesc differences 
may be resolved. I have therelor^' mstrueted our Charge to dıscuss wıth you at some length 
the basis of United States pohey on Palcstine. I hope that »his discussion wjil help to make 
the United States position clear and will servc to promote bitter understanding between 
our two countries.” 


H, Truman. 
President 
United States of America. 
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VITHALBHAI J. PATEL 


in 1929 Vithalbhai PateJ, as President of the Indian Legislative Assembly, appro- 
ched Lord Irwin and imprcssed upon him the need of calJing a Round Table Conference. 
Irwin showed his wilJingness to pursue the idca, provided he was assured of the support 
of the most of the responsible leaders. He opened conversations with Sapm and Jinnah on 
one side, and wjth Motllai and Gandhi on the other. Vithalbhai acted as the intermediary. 
On 31 st October, 1929, Irwin made the press annoıınccment indicating that before the 
Report of Simon Commission was presented, a conference should be set up in which His 
Majesty’s Government should meet Indian representatives to seek greatest possible mca- 
surement of agreement on the proposals, later, to be submıtted to Parliament. A group of 
politicians inciuding Gandhi and members of the Congress Workjng Committce, on the 
one hand and Jinnah and Malaviya on the olhcr, met at Delhi early in November to con- 
sider the Viceroy’s declaratjon. A joint manifesto was issued. wclcoming on the whole 
the issuc of the British Government to palacate Indian opinion. 

Mr. Jinnah and Vithaibhai Patcl had a Jong taJk with Mr. Gandhi on 30th Novem¬ 
ber, 1929, at the Sabarmati Ashram and it was settied that the leaders should meet the 
Viceroy on 23rd Decernber. Followıng letters belween Vithalbhai and Irwin give the back- 
ground- - 

20, Akbar Road, 

New Delhi, 

llth Decernber, 1929. 

My dear Lord Irwin. 

A*: l am anxious that I should not be misunderstood, I write thıs to Your Excel- 
leney on a matter on whıch I fcel my silence might cause some misunderstanding. 

You are alrejdy awaro that I and Mr. Jinnah had a long talk with Gandhi on the 
30th of November last, at the Sabarmati Ash.Tam. That meeting was brought about by 
mc at the desırc nf Mr. Jinnah. It was settied at the meeting that Gandhi, Motılal, Sapm, 
and ıııyseir should meet yoa at the Viceregal l-odge, Delhi, on the 23ıd of Decernber, that 
Gandlıi should wrıte to Motılal to agree to the arrangement and on hearing from Gandhi 
that Motılal has so agrecd, I should addrcss a letter requesting Your ExceUency to send out 
forınal invitations to ali of us. 

Gandhi nüw writes lo me that he has received a telegram from Molilal in reply to 
his letter that he (Mctilal) has already received and accepted an invitation from Your 
Excellency to meet you on the 23rd of Decernber, and that the idca is to discuss the Congress 
point of vicw wiıh \our Excel]cucy Hith Congressmen alone. In these circumstances, 
Gandhi adds that iı was vvhoily unnecessary for me to move in the matter. On receipt of 
this letter, 1 at önce sent a copy of it to Mr. Jinnah and informed him that the arraagement 
had failen througfa. 
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I cannot help feeling that the plan we had arranged at thc Sabramati Ashram would 
have been more effective and in any case, I wish you had invited Gandhi simultaneously 
with Motilal. 

Yours Sincerely, 
V. J. Patcl. 


The Viceroy’s House, 
New Delhi, 

16th December, 1929. 

Dear Mr. Patcl, 

His Exce1lcncy desires me to communicatc to you the foUowing message from 

him: 

*1 have just receıved your Ictter dated thc 1 İth lustant. I am mystıfied by pas&age 
therein saying that Motilal already receivcd and acceptcd invitation from me to come 
and see me on December 23rd, and that the idea is for me to discuss matters wıth Congress- 
men alone. This is cntirely at variance with positlou as I kııow it. This was explained in a 
letter I wrote to Sapru on December 3rd, repeatıng what I had said to Jinnah in Bombay 
to the effect that I shoııld be glad to meet Gandhi, Jinnah, Motilal and Sapru in Delhi 
if they desired. 1 added that in view of events both in England and here it would help me 
greatly if the suggcsIion of such a meeting could come from those desiring to see me. In course 
of (a) letter to you despatched (on ıhe) 14th of December, from Madras 1 mentioned that 
1 had (a) letter from Jinnah last week saying that you might be writing to me about (the) 
possibility of my seeıng Gandhi, yourself and others and I added that of course I 
was always ready to see any of the leaders who might express (a) desire to see me. I also 
mentioned my intention, if (the) meeting took placc of making some şort of announoement 
to the efleet that intimation had been made to me while on tour that Gandhi. Motilal, 
Sapru and Jinnah would be glad of (an) opportunity of placing me in possession of their 
views and that I had accordingiy invited them to meeting. Tendencious report recently 
appearing in Press that I was calling a Conference of Congress Lcaders wıll rendet some 
such statement essential, and what I proposetakes account of difficulties on both sîdes. In 
vicw of (the) impoftance of clearing (the) misunderstanding, 1 should be grateful if you 
would take steps to clear the situation with Motilal and let me know how the misunder¬ 
standing has arisen. 1 am communicating m sense (of?) this telegram with (to) Jinnah." 

Yours Sincerely, 



Griffin. 
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However, the meeting at the Viceregal Lodge, Delhi took plaoe on 23rd Decem- 

ber, buf cnded in a deadlock as a result of the 

The circumstanccs are narrated in details by G I. Patei m Vıthalbhai PateJ-Lıfe and Times 
—wJth a foTeword by M.C. Chagia. The fo/tovvjng extract sums up the sıtuafjon;— 

"VjthaJbiıai had succecded in bringıng Jinnah and Gandhı together at Sabarmati, 
where they had cvolved the greatest common measur^ of agreement to be discus.sed with 
Jrwin. The Viceroy on his part had preferred to meet Gandhiji, MotiIaJ, Jinnah, Sapfu 
and Vîthalbhai together. Vithalbhai was entursted wîth the workof fixingup the arrangement. 
But the wholc ınove was threatencd from an unexpected quarter. Sonıehow \fotilal got 
the impression that hc alone was to mecf trvvin and acqııaınt hİm with the Gongress vieW" 
point, It was oniy a pcrsonal talk bctween NfotiJalJı and Vithabhai, and the tact of Sapru 
that ultimatcly clcarcd up the mısunderstandng. And it appcared fof a moment that things 
might be ali right in the end. 

The mtervievv was to take place on the 23rd of December» 1929, whcn the Vicefoy 
was scheduicd to returnto Delhi after his protraeted tour in South İndia. During the interval 
muchwaterhadflown down the Ganges. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the fTesident-desıgn^te 
of the Congress, was dcfinitely against any settlemcnt such as was visualised by Motilaljı 
hınıself, unless the Government were prepared to releasc every political prisoner and to 
givc irrcvocablc plcdgc that Dominion Status would be granted at önce. Motilalji was 
conciliatory in the moetıng of leadcrs at Allahabad, and so was Gandhiji. As President 
of the Alİ-India Federation ol Trades Union at Nagpur, Jawahar]al dcelared his revolt, about 
the mıddle of Dcccmber, agamst the possıbılity of any settlement by negotiations. It was 
apparent from the aıtıtudc takça up by hım, which was backed up by ali the younger and 
the morc radîcal elements in the v-oaııtry, that a sp!ıt was inevitable in the Congress ranks. 
Could Motılaiji face such a situatıon? It was by no means easy for him to do so, as in that 
event he had not only to fight his o\vn son, but also ali the radical eleraents in the Congress. 

On his return Trom Nagpur, Jawaharlal prepared his speech for the Lahore Congress, 
and hc showed it to Motılaiji. Hüw Motilljı rcacted to it at the time has not becn known, 
but it appcars that, for ali practical pıırposcs, a defiiıite change took place in his attıtude 
from ^hat moment. He wa5 of course ın close touch wıth Gandhiji and ıt was evident that they 
had come to a clear decision about >vhat they should do al the Viceroy’s intervietv, on the 
23rd of Deceınbcr. The conchısions whıch they had reached werc trcated as a close sccret 
and were not communıcated to Vithalbhai or to Sapru or to Jinnah, ali of whom were 
therc, m Delhi, on the 23rd, for the intervicw. 

Trıvin returned lo Delhi, as arranged, on the 23rd momıng, Although a oastardly 
attempt was mado on that day to bomb the V ceroy’s traın by some fanatics near Delhi, 
Irwin vvHt had csı aped death, as ıf, by a mıracle.proceededunraoved to the Viceregal Lodge, 
received the İcaders and A'as prepared for the interview. lrwin vı^as enthusiastic about ita 
outeome, and in anticıpation had even prepared a lıst of certaın political prisoners who 
werc to be ımmediatcly released. Unfortunately, however, Gandhiji declared, at the very 
outset, that unJcss the Viceroy was prepared to gjvc a pledge that the Round Tablc Con- 
ference would recommend aothing short of full Dominion Status, and lo assure him that 



thc said pledge wou]d be honoured by thc British Government, he did not see any useful 
puTpose in carryıng on any further talks. Irwin was dumb-founded at this bolt from the blue. 
Vithalbhai, Sapru and Jinnah also were stunned at this sudden and, at thc same time, 
inexplicable change in the attitude taken up by Gandhiji and Motılalji. Immediately it 
became cicar that both Gandhiji and Motılalji had corne pıepared to givc a short shnft 
to the interview. 

A great opportunity for a settlemcnt by negotiations was thus lost önce again. 
One wondcrs why Gandhiji and Motilalji had ever entertained any proposal for an in- 
tervicw ir they were not prepared to discuss the matter unless an understanding was g^ven, 
at the very outset, by Irwin himself who obvıously did not have the power of committing 
the Bntish Parliament in advance. He could only make some recommendations, and the 
chances weTe that the British statesmen concerned would have preferred being guided by the 
conclusion of the man on the spot. The real beneficiary of this disastrous result was Pandit 
Jawahlal Nehru inasmuch as he could now cJajm to be thc President of an undıvidcd Congress. 
Gandhiji and Motilalji had their personal prestigc and popularity enhanccd. Vıthalbhai 
alone found himself ın a very embarrassmg position at the sudden turn which the cvents 
had taken. Ali his eiTorts to bring the Icaders and the Viceroy together, with a vıew to 
reaching a politicai settlement ın thc country dashed ignominiously to the ground. If he 
had initiated this move, he had aso kept the Jeaders concerned informed of ali the deve- 
lopments from time to time. But Motilalji and Gandhiji, whtı had acquicsccd in it, did not 
çare to take him into confidcnce when thev changed their atlitude, and thought it fit to 
torpedo that well-laid plan without so much as a thought for vvhat thc engincer of that 
plan might fccl.” 

« « » 


20, Akbar Road, 

New Delhi, 

lOth December, 1929. 

My dear Jinnah, 

1 have rcccived Mahatmajı's leiter from Wardha in vvhich he says that Motılalji 
wires to him that he has already rccicved and aJso acccptcd ınvitation from the Viceroy to 
meet him on the 2.1rd. Gandhiji further says that it was under the circumstances unnecessary 
for us to move any further in thc ınatter. He has given his reasons for this view in his letter 
a copy of ^hich I enelose heresvith to avoid any misunderstanding. 

1 stili think our plan was much betler. Tn any case, 1 cannot admire the wisdom 
of Lord lrwm ın inviting Motılalji without simuJtaneously invitıng Gandhiji. I only hope 
thc meeting wjll bring the Congress and the Government nearer. 


Yours Sincerely, 
V. J. Patcl. 

« * « 
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Moımt Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HiiJ, 

Bombay, 

14th Decembcr, 1929. 


Dear Mr. Patel, 

1 rcceıved your letter with thc enclosure. Many thanks. I think it is just as well 
that Motiial is going to see His Excellency on thc 23rd of Decembcr, by himself. Thete 
are many reasons why I say so, although the other coursc would perhaps have been far 
more advatageous and more effectıve. irowever, Ict us >vait and see. 


Yours Sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnab. 


* 



20, Akbar Road, 

Ne w Delhi, 

]8th Dccember, 1929. 


My dear Jınnah, 

Motiial saw mc today and explaincd how misundcrstanding had arisen. The 
accompanying copy of the telegram which I have today sent to His ExcelleTicy speaks for 
itself. You will thus see that our orıginal arrangement stands and the Vicefoy will in a 
day or tWü scnd out lelcgraphic inviıations to five of us. You must, thcrcfore. hold your- 
self in readmess to be here on the 22nd, Gandhi, Motiial and Sapru wil also be here on the 
22n<l. More when we meet. 


Yours Sincerely, 
V. J. Patel. 


♦ * * 

Telegram dated iStlı Decembcr, 1929 from Vitbalbhai Patel to Lord lrwîn. 

Seen Motılai who says he has seen your lettcf of third December to Sapru but 
Sapru’s first supgcstion to you to meet Motiial was the result of conversation between 
Sapru and MotüaJ in coursc of whıch Motiial acepeted Sapm’s advicc to dıscuss Congress 
point of view wilh you if invited by you Stop On receıpt of your rtpIy Sapru phoned to 
him at Luclüiow that you should be glad to see him on 15th of November and that Motiial 
was to treat your letter to Sapru as an invitation Stop Sapru informed you that Moülal 



was unable to get a^ay ftom Lucknow to meet you on 15th at Lucknow saying that you 
hoped to meet him on 23fd of December Stop There wa5 no mention of any other person 
seeing you with Motilal and he remained under the impfessîon that he alone would do 
so Stop. He suggested to Sapın on Monday last that Gandhi may be invited to meet you 
with him and Sapru agreeing wrote and wjred to you yesterday to that eJfect Stop Sapnı 
saw Motilal yesterday just before latter left Allahabad and said nothing to remove Motiial’s 
impression Stop Motilal believes that Sapnı himselT thought that you will meet him and 
Gandhi separately from Sapnı and Jinnah Stop He therefore conciuded that you intended 
to discuss Congress point of vievv with İtim and GandhJ alone Stop He regrets misunder- 
standing and says he has no objection if you also invite Sapnı, Jinnah and President Patel 
to meet you at the same hour on the 23Td but does not wish it to be under^tood that the 
idea of intervıeıving you origınated withhimbut that on Sapru’s suggestion he agreed to do 
so if invited Stop. In vİgw of ali this I would adviseyou to send telegraphic invıtation to 
ali accordingİy Stop Gandhi observe silence on 23Td but he would break it at three o‘clock 
Stop I therefore suggest that meeting should be after that hour Stop He is at Wardha and 
arrives here on 22nd Stop Motilal will be in Lahore çare of Congress Stop With regard 
to proposed announcement I suggest the following draft with the approval of Motilal—His 
£xcelency havıng received întimation whilst on tour that Gandhi, Motilal, Jinnah and Pre- 
sident Patel would be glad if invited to meet him and place him in possession of theif views 
on the announcement regardıng the proposed conference in London has accordingİy invi- 
teJ them to a mcetıng at Viceroy’s House, New Delhi on the 23rd of December Stop Moti¬ 
lal has seen his tclegram.’* 

V, J. Patel 

« « * 
vvavell, lord 

Telcgrara dated Jöne 14, 1945. from Lord \VaTell to Mr. M. A, Jinnah 

I hope you have heard my broadcast this evening. The text and that of the Secfe- 
lary of State’s sımuLtaneous announcement in Parliament will appcaf in newspapers tomor- 
row. 1 hope you wıli agree to attend tîıe conference whJch İ have proposed. 1 have suggested 
11 a.m. on June 25, at Viceregal Lodge, Sımla, forfirstmeetings. İf you accept my invıtation 
I should welcome a discussion with you before opening conference and suggest subjectdo 
your convenience 5 p.m. on June 24, at Viceregal Lodge, Simla. 1 have had accommodation 
reserved for you at Cecil Hotel ın tbe hope that you will accept. 


Telegram dated Jöne 15, 1945 from Mr. M, A. Jinnah to IDs Ezcellency Lord Wavell 

Your invıtation of I4th, Shall be glad to meet you on 24th for discussion but as 
regards your proposals particularly conference, it requires clarihcations whıch I hope 
WLİ1 be available ın our meeting of 24th. This will enable me consult my Working Committeo 
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ia the light of such clarifications and decide upon our course of action. May I reqııe8t you 
therefore to postponc date of conference for a fortnight as time fixed is too short for meeting 
Working Committee members ali över India. I rcciprocate your appeal for co-operation 
and goodwiJl and hope that the Müslim League wıll make its contribution to any just and 
reasonable interim provisional settlement. Please reply. 


ViccToy’s telegram dated 16tb Jane, 1945 to Mr. M. A. Jmnah: 

1 have now reccived your telegram to me of 15th June. 1 am grateful for your as- 
surance of co-operation. My broadcast was very sîmplc statement of the proposaJs and my 
intenVion is to deaJ at the conference itself with any points Tcquinng clarification, I do 
not think it advisable to enter into detailed discussions before the conference meets. 1 
M'ould, therefore, prefer to adhere to date for opening of conference on 25th and hope 
that you wiJl attend. Perhaps you could arrange for your Committee to meet in Simla, 
1 shall look rorward to secin g you on 24th. As your telegram has been published 1 am sending 
this to press. 


Mr. Jinnah’s reply to the Viceroy: 

Rcceived your telegram of 16th. I note your intention is to deal at the coı>- 
ference itself with any point rcquiring clarification. It, therefore, follows that till we have 
a complete picture of your proposals, as detaiis would he no less vital than the fundamentaJs, 
we shall not be able to deal wıth them. Until 1 know full detaiis of the seheme and am in 
a position to place the entire scheınc before my Workmg Committee. it will serve no usc- 
fiıi purpose to convenc the meeting. 

Further I hope that you will understand that calling Working Committee meeting 
at Simla as suggested by you on or before 25th is fraught wjth difhculties. First, they W]ll 
be kept waiıing ındehnitey till the conference conciudes. Second, it would not be easy for 
me tn make arrangements for their suitable accommodation and travel from various provin- 
ces ^ithin the ^hort time availahle. However, after my meeting you on 24th for discussion 
as suggested by you I may be in a better position to understand the situation and arrange 
things accordingiy. 



June 29tlı, 1945. 

Dear Mr. Jinnalı, 

The füllowtng is the action which His £xcellency would like you to take, if, after 
consultatiofl wiıh your Workıng Conunittee, you are are able to acoept the suggestion 
he made at chis moming's meeting of the conference: 



(1) To preparc and send him a list giving the names of members of the Müslim 
League, who in your opinion could suitably be inciuded in the proposed Executive Council. 
The number of names in this list should be not less than eight or more than twelve. 

(2) If you think you can usefully suggest, l'or possibJe JncJusions in the £xecutive 
Council, the names of persons of any communily, who are not members of the Müslim 
League, you are at liberty to add them to your lıst, keeping them dıstinct from the names 
of Müslim Leag;ue members. 

His Excellency hopes he made it clear this morning that this is entırely optional. 

His Excellency\s ıntention is to scrutinise the lists sent to him and to see whether 
from tlıem and possibly from additional names of his own, he can, on papor, form an Exe- 
cutive Council, lıkely to be acccptable to the parties and to His Majesty's Government. 
If so, he will consult leaders ınciuding yourself and thereafter decide whether it is woıth 
whıle making definite proposals to the Conference. 

Yours sincerely, 

Evan Jenkins 
P.S.V. 

* * 

7th July, J945 

Dcar Lord Wavcll, 

r placcd before my Workıng Committee the suggestion made by Your Excellency 
at the last moeting of the confcreuce and to me by your Private Secrelary in his letttr com- 
municated on the 29tlı June. The Working Committee after careful consideration desire me 
to convey to you their vievvs which are: 

(1) With regard to your suggestion for submitting a panel of names of the mem¬ 
bers üf the Müslim League for ineJusion in the proposed Exccutive Council, the Working 
Committee desires to poini out that when a simılar proposal was made by Your Excel- 
leney’s predecessor, LordLinlithgow, ınconnection withhis offerof August, 1940, the Work- 
ing Committee opposed it and, when its objeetions wcre brought to the notice of Lord 
Linlithgow, he dropped the proposal and suggested another altenıative in his Letter dated 
the 25th of September, 1940, addressed to the President of the AIMndia Müslim League, 
an cxtract from wUich is giveu beIow: 

“I appreciate, hovvever, the difficulties whıch you made it clear to me, confronted 
you in conneetion with the formulation of the panel wh]ch I had earlıer suggested to you; 
and in the light of our discussion [ am content that the selection of represcntalıves, whıle 
restıng with the Goveruor-Generai should be based ın the case of the Müslim League (and, 
should they so desire, of the other parties to bo represented in my Council) not on a panel 
formally submitted, but on confidential discussion between the leader of the party con- 
cemed and myself.'' 
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This altemative was acceptable to the Müslim League. The Working Committee 
is of the opinion that the procedure setticd on the previous occasions should be roUowed 
in the prcsent casc so far as the Müslim League is concemed. 

(2) Futthcr the Working Committee is emphatically of the opinion that ali the 
Mu&lim members of the proposed Executive Council should be chosen from the Müslim 
League, subject to confidential discussion between your Excellency and the President 
of the Müslim League, before they are finally rccommended by you to the Crown for ap- 
pointment. The Workiııg Committee feels very strongiy on this point and regards it as 
One of the fundamental principles. 

(3) Besides the foregojng, certa)n other points were aso discussed in the Working 
Committee panicularly the questjon of providing an effective safeguard against unfair 
dccisions of the majonty. While the Committee appreciated the remarks in the statement 
of the Secretary of State in the House of Commons that the powerof veto wjl] be exercised 
by the Viceroy to protect the minority interest,, it was felt that some other effective safeguard 
would be necessary ın the interest of smooth working of the inlerim arrangement. It was, 
however, thought that this question could be settied after the strength and the composi- 
tion of the Executive Council was decided upon. 

[ have given in the above paragraphs the unanimous opinion of my Working 
Committee and 1 am ready and wilîİEg, if you so desire, to meet you and explain the rea- 
sons and the grounds for the decision arrived at by the Working Committee. 

Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah 

♦ * « 


July 9th, 1945. 

Deaf Mr. Jinnah, 

His Excellency asks me to thankyou for your letter of 7Lh July, and to say that he 
w]ll bc glad to see you at 4 p.m. this af temoon, or later this afYernoon if that is more con- 
venient to you. Perhaps you wouldbckind enoughto ask your Secretary to ring me up and 
confirm the time. 

Yours sinccrely, 

Evan Jenkins 
P.S.V. 

* « « 
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Dear Mr. Jinnah» 


9th July, 1945. 


At thc end of our talk yesterday evening you said that I could make your problem 
easier if I replied in WTİting to your letter of 7th July. I do not think you expect any com- 
ment now on the first and third points in that letter. Our talk was concemed mainly with 
the second point, that ali the Müslim members of the proposed Executive CouncU should be 
chosen from the Müslim League before they are finally recommended to the Crowg for 
appointment. 

(2) I fully appreciate your dıfficuUtes, but regret that I am unable to give you the 
guarantee you wish, i.e., that ali the Müslim members of the proposed new Council shall 
necessarily be members of the Müslim League. As 1 explained to you, 1 cannot commit 
myself to give a similar guarantee to any other party. 

I have to attempt to form an Executive Council representative, competent, and 
generalJy acceptable. But of course I cannot compel any person or any party to co-operate 
in my owu solution if they do not wish to do so. 

Jt will help me greatly if you will let me have names from the Mnslim League and 
I sincerely hopc you will do so. I asked for eight, but wilİ certainly accept ûve if you do not 
wısh to send more. You can consider later whether any solution I put forwaTd is acceptable 
to you. 

(3) During the next two or îhree years, decisions of great importancc wılJ have 
to be taken by the Government of India, whatever its composition may be. These decisions 
—on demobilisation, oconomic development, taxation, irade and so on—cannot wait, 
and İt ıs the hope of His Majesty’s Government that the Executive Council respon- 
sible for them wıll be one in which thc majör pobtical parties are represented. It will be of 
course my pıınciplc duty to see fairplay bctween ali parties not only in the composition 
üf tho proposed Council but in its vorkıng. 

(4) I need thc aetive help of your colJeagues and yourself, and 1 am sure you will 
give ıt to me. I have no objeetion to your showmg this letter to your colleagues, but it is 
not intended for pubİication. 

Yours sincerely, 

Wavell 


* • • 
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9th July, 1945. 


Dcar Lord Wave]l, 

I thank you for your letter of the 9th July, which I placed before my Working 
Committee. The Committec after gîving ıts very careful consideration to the mattcr, desires 
me to State that it regrets very much lo note that Your Excellencyıs not able to give the 
assurance that ali the Müslim members of the proposed Executive Conucil will be seleeted 
from, the Müslim Lcaguc. In my letter of the 7th JuJy, 1 mentioned that the Committee 
considers this as one of the fundamental princıples and iıı the circumstances, 1 regret, 
I am not in a position to send the names on behalf of the Müslim League for inclusion 
in the proposed Executive Coundl dcsıred by you. 

I should hke to assurc your Excellency that it has becn the eamest desirc of the 
Committec and myself to help ın every reasonable way, but ît is not possible for us to 
depart fıom our fundamental principtes. I nccd not therefore, at present say anything 
more with regard to the other poınts raised. 

Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


^ ^ t 


lOth July, 1945 


Dear Mr. Jmnah, 

His Excellency asks mc to thınk you for your letter of 9th July. He will havc to 
takc two or three days to consider the position and will wnte to you whcn he has decıded 
whal to do. 

Yours sjncercîy, 

Evan Jenkins 
P.S.V. 


* * 




(Personal and conhdentıal) June 4, ]946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You asked me yesıerday to give you an assurance about the aetion that would be 
laken il’ onc party accepted the seheme m the Cabinet Delegation’s statement of May 
16, and the other refused. 
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1 can give you on behalf of the Cabinet Delegation my personal assurance that 
we do not propose to make any discrimination în the tTeatment of either party and that 
we shaJI go ahead with the plan laîd down in the statement so far as circumstances permit 
if either party accepts, but we hope that both wil[ accept. 

T should be grateful if you vvould see that the existence of this assurance does not 
become public. If it ıs necessary for you to teli Working Committee that you have an as- 
surancc. 1 should be grateful if you would explain to them thıs condıtion. 

Yours sjncerely, 

Wavell 

* « « 

Junc 8, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavell, 

During the course of our discussions regarding the inlerim government at Sîmla 
and thereafter at Delhi on the 3rd June, after my arnval, and before the meeting of the 
Müslim League Wûrking Committee took place, you wcre good enought to give me the 
assurance that there will be only 12 portfoÜos, fivc on behalf of the League, five Congress, 
onc Sikh and one Christian or Anglo-Indian, and that as regards the portfolios, the most 
important portfolios will be equally divıded between the League and the Congress in the 
dıstnbution thereof, further details being left öpen for discussion, 

With your previous permission I informed the VVorking Committee of this assurance 
and this was one of ttıe most important consulerations which weighed with them togelher 
with the sUtement of the Cabinet Mission. These two together formed onc whoIe and, 
as such, the Councıl of the All-India Müslim League has given its hnal decision on June 
6. T may further inform you that similarly 1 had to repeat the assurance to the Council 
before they hnally gave their approval. As you know, the meeting of the AH-India League 
Council was held in camera and there, again, the House showed great opposition to the 
seheme m the beginning. 

During the course of discussions at a very early stage, a large body of opposition 
was satisfled when I made the statement in aııswer to the very pressing question as to what 
our position wılL be with regard to the interim government. But foı this assurance, we 
could not havc got the approval of the Council to the seheme. As requested by you, I took 
as much çare as possıble to see that it did not become public. 

1 am writing this letter to you as I find that a very sinıster agitation has been 
set on foot by tha Congress press against your formula stated above, which was the turning 
point ın our having secured the decision of the Council. Any departurc from this formula, 
dırectly or mdirectly, win lead to very serious consequences and wıll not secure the co- 
operalion of the Müslim League. 
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You kııow further that thc Congress may adopt an offensive attitude by inciuding 
a Müslim in their quota, which will be strongly resented by the Müslim League and which 
will bc anothcr very grcat hurdle before us. 

Yours sincetely, 
M. A. Jinnah 

* « * 


June 9, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you for your letter of yesterday. You Rpeak of an assurance about the 
5:5:2 ratio. l'here was no assurance on this point, but I tokl you, as I told the Congress, 
that this was what I had ın mind. It ^vculd be wrong for me to leave you under the im- 
pression that there was any assurance, althouh I hope that we may reach agreement on that 
basis. 

Yours smccrely, 
Wave]l. 

^ m * 

June 12, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jmnah, 

I am anxious to have an opportunity of Consulting you togther vvith Mr. Nehru 
as to how best I can fiil the various posts in the ıntenm goveınment. Could you come to see 
me for this pıırpose at 5 p.m. today? 

İt is not my inlcntıon to discuss any question of principle such as “parity’* or 
otherwise, but to conccntrate upon what 1 hnow to be our common objeçtive, that is, 
to gct the best possıble interım govemıncnt drawn from the two majör parties and somc 
of the mînorıties and to approach this dccısion by a consideralîon of what the portfolios 
shouJd be and how each one can best be filled 

Yours sincerely, 

T am sendıng a simiJar letter to Mr. Nehru. 

Wavell, 

* * • 
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Dear Lord Wavell 


June 12, 1946. 


I am in receipt of your letter of June 12. 

I havc already informed you by my letter dated June 8, that our decision accepting 
the scheme in the statement of thc Cabinet Delegation was based on your formula of 
parity as one of the most important consıderations wiuı;h weighed with the Working Com- 
mittee and the Council of the Müslim League in hnally arrivıng at their decision. 

I understand that thc Congress havc not yet given their decision. It seems to me 
that untıl thcy decide it is not advisable to discuss how best either personnel or portfolios 
should be adjusted. I agree wİth you that important portfolios should be equally distributed 
between the two majör parties and we should gct the best possıblc men for thcse port¬ 
folios. 


But I am of the opinion that no usc orpurpose would be served unti] the Cong¬ 
ress have given their decision with regard to the scheme embodied in tht statement of the 
Cabinet Missîon of May 16. 

If you wish to discuss anything furthcr I shall bc glad to see you alone. 

Yours sincerelyp 


M. A. Jinnah. 

« * * 

June 15, 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 


I am wrıting to inform you that after discussions with the Congress representatives 
1 have failed to negotlate an agreement on the basis which 1 suggested to you. The Cabinet 
Mission and myself havc thcrefore, decided to issue tomoTrow a statement on the action 
we propose to take and we wiil let you have a copy of this beforc publication. 

Yours sincerely. 


Wavell. 

« ♦ » 


June 18. 1946. 

Dear Lord Wavell 

İn the cûurse of my jnterview mth >ou this evening you informed me that ıhe 
Congress proposed to substîtute Dr. Zakir Hussain for one of the Caste Hjndus invıted by 
you to join an in terim government aJthough you expresscd the hope that they vyould not 
do so. 
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I told you that the reaction of Müslim India would be deadly against such a substi- 
tution and the Müslim Lcague wouJd never accept the nomination of any Müslim by you 
other than a Müslim Leaguer. 

I ptaced the matter before my Working Committee and it has unanimously en- 
dorsed this view and considers it vital and fundamental. 


Yours Binoercly, 
M. A. Jinnah 


« • • 

June 19, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavcll, 

1 am in reccipt of your letter of the I6th June, 1946, together with an advance 
copy of the statement by the Cabinet Delegation and yourself oT the same datc. 

In my interview with you at Sîmla prior to the announcement of the Cabinet Dele- 
gatıon’s proposls, you had ınformed me that you were going to form the interım govern- 
mpnt consistıng of 12 mcmbers on the basis of five Müslim League, fivc Congress, one 
Sıkh and one Indian Christian or Anglo-Indian. As regards the profolios, you had indi- 
cated that the important oncs would be equally divided between the Müslim League and the 
Congress but drtails of aetual allotment were to be left öpen for discussion.Afteı the state¬ 
ment of the Cabinet Delegation and yourself, dated the 16th of May, 1946, you again, on the 
3rd of June, at New Delhi, gave me to understand that the formula for the formatıon of 
the inlerim governrncnt diselosed to me at Sîmla wouId be foIlowcd. On both the occasions 
I sought your permıssion to communicate this Information to my Working Committee 
which you kindly gave. Accordingiy I gave a full account of the talks 1 had with you and 
the decision of the Working Committee in regard to the acceptance of the Jong-term pro- 
posals vvas largely influenced by the faıth which they reposed in the seheme for the formation 
of the interim government dıscloscd by you to me on the two occasions. Further, as I have 
already pointed out in my letter to you of 8th June, 1946, 1 made the statement before the 
Council of the AJMndia Müslim League that was the formula, which, 1 was assurcd by you, 
would be the basis on which you >vou1d procced to form your interim government, and, 
then fore, this fornıcd an integral part of the plan embodied on the statement of the Cabinet 
Delegation. This wa5 one of the most important consideratıons which weightcd with the 
Council of the All-Indıa Müslim Lcague also in arrivmg at their decision, although even 
then there was a section that ıvas opposed to the plan being accepted. 

When the Congress press started the sinister agitation against Congress—League 
parity, wtth a view to informing you of the Müslim League sland, 1 wrote to you on the 
8th June, that "any departure from this formula, directly nr indirectly, wilL lead to senoua 
consequences and will not securc the co-operation of the Müslim League.” 
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Subsequently, in my interview with you on the 13th June, you informed me that 
you wanted to alter the basis and proceed on the formula of hve Müslim League, and 
three others, namely, one Sikh, one Scheduled Caste, and one İndian Christian. I told you 
then that if any change was proposed to be made 1 woııld have to place the matter to cali 
another meeting of the Councıl of the All-India Müslim League. 1 also informed you that 
when the Congress hnally agreed to your new formula I would then place it before my 
Working Committee to take such action as they deemcd necessary. 

After discussion wjth the Congress representatives you wrote to me on the 15th 
June, informing me that you had failed to negotiate an agreement on the composition 
of the interim government on the basis of 5: 5: 3 and that the Cabinet Delegation and 
yourself would issue a statement on the t6th of June, on the aclion that you proposed 
to take and that you would let me have a copy of Jt before publication. 

Accordıngly you sent me a copy of the statement by the Cabinet Delegation 
and yourself ıssued on the I6th Juııe, wıth a covcnng ietter of the same date, which I 
placed before my Workjng Committee, who after careful considcration of the matter 
have authorised me to state as follovvs; 

(a) That the Working Committee are surprised that invıtations have been issued 
to five Müslim Leaguers to joın the interim government without calling for a list from 
the leader of the Müslim League. 

(b) That your latest proposal on the basis of whıch you now desıre to form your 
intcıim government shows that yoü have abandoııcd panty betwecn the Congress and the 
Müslim League, the two majör partıcs, and have substıtuted panty between the Müslim 
League and Ca>te Hindus, and have added a fourth representatıve of the mjnontiesnamciy, 
a Parsee. One of the mınority representatives nonıınated by you, ı.e. Mr. Jagjıvan Ram, 
is a Congressman and has been selected. jt appears, noL to gıve real representalion to the 
Scheduled Castes, but to give an additional »eat to ılıc Congress in the interim govern¬ 
ment; 


(c) That the modıficatıoııs which have been made m the onginal formula for the 
interim government have adversely affected the proportion of the Muslims in the mtenm 
government as a whole and as against tlıe Congress as a smgle group; 

(d) Thdi in view of the serious changes whıch have, from time to time been made 
to satisfy the Congress, it is not possible for the Working CommîTtce to arrive at any de- 
cısion m the matter of the fnrmatıon of the inlerim government so long as ıhe Congress 
does not hnally convey its decision on ıhe proposals to you; and 

(e) That the questİGn of distnbufion of portfolıos should also be finally decided 
so that there may be no further hiteh created by the Congress in this regard and the Working 
Committee may have a complete picture before them when they meet to consider the pro¬ 
posals. 
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Further, 1 shall be grateful if you will please make the following poinU clear 
with reference to your letter and statemcnt of the 16th June: 

1. WhetheT the proposals contained in the statement for the setting up of an in- 
tcri:n governmenc are now final or whether they are ^tiU öpen to any further change or modi- 
lîcation at the instance of any of the parties or persons concerncd; 

2. Whether the total number of 14 members of the government as proposed 
in the statement wouId remain unehanged during the interim period; 

3. ir any person or persons invited as representatives of the four minorities, 
viz., the Seheduled Castes, the Sıkhs, the Indian Christians and the Parsees, is, or are, 
unable to accept the invitation to jom the interim government for personal or other rea- 
sons how will the vacaney or vacancies thus crcated be fılled by the Viceroy; and whether 
in filling up the vacaney or vacancies the leader of the Müslim League wiil be consulted 
and his consent obtaîned; 

4. (a) Whether during the interim period for which the coalition government 
is being set up the proportion of members of the government, community-wise, as provided 
in the proposaİ!4, wıll be maintamed; 

(b) Whcther the present representation given to four minorities, viz,, the Sehe¬ 
duled Castes, the Sıkhs, the Indian Christians and the Parsees will be adhered to wîthout 
any change or modıfication; and 

5. İn view of the subâtitulion of 14 now proposed for the origınal of 12, and the 
change made m the original formula, vvhether there wiil be a provision, in order to safeguard 
Müslim iııtercsts, that the Executive Councıl shall not lake any decision on any majör 
communal issue ıf the majority of the Müslim members are opposed to ıt. 

I trust that you will kindly favour me wıth your leply as early as possible. 

Yüurs sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


June 20, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

1 thank you for your letter of the J9th June, which 1 have shown to the Cabinet 

Mission. 
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1 do not think ıt is necessary for me to comraent on the first part of your letter. 
I am sure you will appreciate that negotiations designed to secure acceptance by two parties 
with conflicting interests may not always end on the same basıs as that on >vhıch they 
began; and, as you know 3 I never gave you any guarantee that they would necessanly 
be conciuded on any particular basıs, 

I note the vıews of the Mushm League set out in paragraphs (a) to (e) of your 

letter. 


The intencıon in the statement of June 16, was that the discussion of portfolios 
with leaders of the two main parties should fûilow the acceptance by both parties of the 
seheme. Thıs ıntention stili holds, since until the names arc lcnown, it is difîîcult to decide 
on the distrjbution of portfolios. 

On the points which you desire to be made clear in conneetion with the govemment 
to be fortned under our statement of June 16, I gavc you ihe followmg reply after consul- 
tation with the Delcgation: 

(1) Untıl I have received acceptance from thosc mvıted to takc offîce m the ın- 
terim government, the names in the statement cannot bc regarded as final. 
But no ehange in principle Will be made in the statement tvıthout the consent 
of the two majör parties. 

(2) No ehange in the number of 14 members of the jnterim government wiH be 
made without the agreement of the l\vo majör parties. 

(3) If any vacaney occurs among the seats at present alJotted to representatives 
of minorities, 1 shall naturally consult both the main parties before filling it. 

(4) (a) and (b). The proportion of members community-wise wıll notbeehanged 
without the agreement of the two majör parties. 

(5) No dccısion on a majör communal issuc could bc taken by the interim 
government if the majority of either of the main parties were opposcd to it. I 
pointed this out to the Congn-^s Presjdent and he agreed that the Congress 
appreciated thıs poını. 

If you agree, 1 will send copies of the questıons in your letter and of paragraphs 
4 and 5 of thıs letter to the President of ıhe Congress. 


Yours sinoerely, 
Wavcll. 
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June 21, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavell, 

I thankyouforyourletterof Junc20(No 45). 

Wıth regard to paragraph 2, of your letter, I regrct I am unable to agree with the 
view that you lake. 

As rcgards your request whetheT you should send copıcs of thö quefitîons 4 (a) 
and 4 (b) in my letter and paragraphs 4 and 5 ol your letter under feply to the President 
of the Congress, 1 havc no objeetion ıf you tliînk it proper to do so. 


Yours siacerely, 
M, A. Jinnah. 



June 25, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 


You asked for a letter ın contirmation of vvlıaı the Mıssion said to you this evening. 
Wc infoınıed you that the Congress had accepted the statement of May 16, whjie refming to 
takc part İn Ihe ınterim government prooosed ın the statement of June 16. This has pro- 
duced sıtuation in which paragraph 8 of the statement of June i6, takes eJfect. 


Thts paragraph saıd that if eıther of the two majör parties was unwıUıng to join 
in the setting up oi' a coalitıon government on the hnes laıd down in the statement, the 
Viceroy would proceed wiih the formation of an ıntcnm govemmeut wlıich wıll be as re- 
presentative as possıbit of those willing to accept the statement of May 16. 


Since the Congress and the Müslim League have now both accepted the state¬ 
ment of May 16, it ıs the intention to form a coalitıon government includîng both those 
parties as soon as possbile. İn vicw, however, of the long negouations which have already 
taken plare and since we ali havc other work to do, we feel that it wİll be better to have 
a short interval before pıoceeding with further negotiations for the formation of an Interim 
government. 


This, therefore, is the course of aetion we propose to adopt unless the two main 
parties can withjn the ncxt fe^ days agree upon a basis on vvhich they can co-operate in 
a coalition government. 



Meanwhıle the election and summoning of a Constıtuent Asstmbly as laid down in 
the statement of May 16, are going forvvard. 


Yours sincerely. 
Wavell. 



* 



June 26, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wa\ell, 

I receıved your lettcr daled June 25, at mıdnight last nîght aftcr I had sent you 
the resolution of my Würking Committee passed at its meeting yestcrday \vith a covering 
lettcr of the same date agreeing to joın the interim government on the hasis of the statement 
of the Cabiuct Mission and yourself dated June 16, and the clarifications and assurances 
given by you after consultation vvith the Cubinet Mission in your letter dated June 20 ad- 
dressed to me. 


1 regret that the Congress while acccptıng Ihe statement of May 16, should have 
rejeeted the proposals regarding the setting up of the mterim government on the basis of 
the statement of June 16, which was the final decısion of the Cabmet Mission and your- 
sclf in this regard. 

May I dravv your attention to paragrph 8 of the statement of June 16, vyhich 
clearly lays down that the acceptance of the statement of May 16, and rcjeclion of the 
final proposals embodied in the statement of June 16, cannot change the basis and prin- 
cjpics laid down thcrcin. 


Jn paragraph 3 of your ktter, when you say that the Vjceroy vvould proceed wıth 
the formation ot an interim government Vhich will be as represenlative aspossıble, of those 
wilLıng lo accept the statement of May 16’, the quotation qualıfies them lo be inciuded in 
the interim govesment, but cniy on Ihe basis of and the principles laid down in your pro¬ 
posals of June 16. 


In ihese circumsUnces, as indıcated in ıhe statement of June 16, paragraph 7, that 
you aımed at iıiduguratıng the interim government about June 26, I hope you will not 
aow delay the matter but go ahead with the formation of the interim government on the 
basis of your statement of June J6. 


* 





Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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June 27. J946. 


Dear Mr. Jınnah, 

Thank you for your Ictter of ycsterday, 1 am sorry that my letter did not reach 
you till after thc meetmg of your Working Committee had cnded. 

As vvc cxplaıned to you during our interview on Tuesday, the Cabjnet Mission 
and I consıder that ın ihe lıght of paragraph 8 of thc statement of June 16, I am clearly 
bound to makc an attempt to form a government representative of both the majör parties, 
since both have acccpted thc statement of May 16. 

I thınk you will agrcc that ıt is cssential to have a short Jnterval bcfore resuming 
ncgotiations; and, as vvc informcd you, ıt ıs proposed to set up a temporary ‘caretaker’ 
government of o/hcıaJs. I ıntend reopening negoliatjons after elections arc completed. 
Meanwhılc the Cabınet Mission wjII return home to repon. 


Yours sınccrely, 

Wavcll 






4t 


June 28, 1946. 


Dcar Lord Wavcll 

I am İn receıpt of your letter of June 27. I had already pointed out b> ıny letter 
of June 26, in reply to yours of June 25. and also at the ıntervıevv on Tuesday, June 25, 
w:th you and the Cabınet Mission that you ıvcrc m honour bound to proceed forthwith 
vvith the formatıun of your inlerim government in accordance vvith the statement of 
June J6, vvhich Vras Ünal, and thc assurances gıven to us. 

The Cabınet Mission and yourself jssued an official statement lale m the evening 
of June 26, and, as I ha/e poıntcd out in my statement jssued to the press yesterday, by 
that pronouncement you have ehosen to go back upon your pledged word by postpon- 
ing the formation of tfe intenm government. 

Now I have reeeıved your letter of June 27, and hereby inform you that I cannot 
agree with you when v ou say in your letter that * ıt ıs essential to have a short interval beforc 
resuming ncgotiations”. 1 repeat that you should have proceeded in terms of paragraph 8 
the statement of June 16. vvithout delay. But since you have adopted this course of aetion 
n the official statement of the Cabiuet Mission and yourself, vvhich is neıther fair nor 
ust, I strongiy urge upen you vvithout prejudice that the elections to the Constituent 
kssembly should also be postponed as you know that according to ali the relevant docu- 



ments and particularly the two statemcnts of thc Cabinet Mission and yourself dated May 16 
and 25, the long-term plan and the foTination of the interim government formed one 
whole, each constiluting an integral part of the whole scheme. It is, therefore, undesirable 
to proceed with one part, i.e.. clections to the Constituent Assenıbly, and to postpone the 
other. 


Yours sinccrely, 
M. A. Jınnah. 




* 


June28, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jfnnah, 

The Cabinet Mission and I feel that there are certuin points m your statement re- 
leased yesterday which it wouId be wrong to leave unansvvered. 

You wıll rcmcmber that at an intervıcw which the Cabinet Mission and I had with 
you on the evening of the 25th June, before the meetıng of your Workîng Committee at 
which you accepted the proposals in the statement of the 16th June, explained to you that 
as the Congress had accepted thc statement of the l6th May, whı1e refusıng to take part 
in the interim government proposed İn Ihe statement of the I6th June, this had proJuced 
a silualion in vvhich paragraph 8 of the statement of the I6th June, took effect. This paragraph 
stated that if cıther of ıhe two majör partie" was uııwılling to join in the scttmg up of a coali- 
tion government on the lines laid down ia Ibat statement, the Vıceroy would proceed with 
the formation of an interim government which would be as representatıve as possible of those 
wi)Iing to accept the statement of the ]6th May. 

We said that since ttıc Congress and the Müslim Lcugue had now both accepted 
the statement of thc 16th May, it Has thc intenlion to form a coaİJtıon government meluding 
both those partıes as soon as possible. in view, howcver. of the long negotiations whîch 
had already taken place, and since we ali had other work to do, we felt that it \vould be 
hetter to have a short interval before proc-edıng with further negotiaions for the formation 
of an interim government. Thus whatever interpretation you raay put on paragraph 8,your 
WoTking Committee can have been in no doubt as to the course we proposed to adopt. 

1 conünned in wr]ting the same evening whal we had told you. 

Secondly, thc assurances which you qaote in your statement related speciâcally 
to the particular interim government that woutd have been set up if both majör parbes 
had accepted the statement of the 16th June. 



To prevent misunderstanding 1 propose to publish this lettcr togeth&r with your 
lettcr of the ]9th June, the substance of which hasalready appeared in the press, and my 
reply of the 20th June. 


Yours sincerely, 
Wavell. 






Dcar Mr. Jinnahı 


June 28, 1946. 


I havc rcceived your lettcr of the 2fith June, and havc shown ıt to the Cabinet 
Ministers. 


Wc arc quitc unablc to accept your suggcstion thal vvc have gonc back on ouf word. 
As I havc saJd in a lettcr to you carJier today our course of actjon was determined by what 
had bceıı laid down in paragraph 8 of the statement of the İ6th June, and we had made 
it plain to you beforc your Working Committec meulıng on the 25th June, that wc pro- 
po?cd to folIow thıs course. 

The arrangements for the elections to the Coustituent Assembly have already 
boen put into operaion and we do not propose to postpone them. 

As the substance of your Ictter was inciuded in the All-India Radio news today 
I am publıshing this reply, 

Yours sincerely. 

Wavcll. 


* 





June 28, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavell 

I am in receıpt of your letter of June 28. The facts are corrcctly stated ın my state¬ 
ment that was releascd lo the Press yesterday, June 27. The explanation that you now 
gıvc in your letter under reply of what took place between me and the Cabinet Mission 
and yourself does not change in any way the position. 

The foct is that you did not communicate to me your vıevvs oİhcially before the 
meeting of the Working Committec. I requested you to give your views oÜîcially to me and 
you dıd so by your lettcr of June 25, which reached me at midnight after the Workmg 
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Committee had passed their resolution which was releascd to the press according to the 
solemn arrangement that we were to gîve our reply immediately after the decision of the 
Congress. If you wish to take the credit that somc indication was given to me of the change 
on your part in the course of the interview, whcre we discussed so many things, you may 
do so. 


As regards paragraph 2 of your letter 1 am surprised when you say that the assu- 
rances quoted by me from your letter in my statement were given ıf both the majör parties 
had accepted the statement of June 16. No such indication of any condition is given in 
your letter of Juııe 20, which I understand from your Private Secretary has already 
been released to the press together with some other corrcspondence. May I rcquest you 
to release this letter also. 

I have received a second letter from you dated June 28. May 1 also requesl you 
tu publish the full text of my letter of June 28, asking you to postpone the Constituent 
Assembly eleetions and not only a substance of it which might have appeared in the AU- 
Indıa Radio broadcast-as you proposed to release your reply to the press. 

Yours sinoerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


m 




June 29. 1946. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah 

Thank you for your letter of yesicrday. 

In mgard to your paıagraph 3,1 refer to the opening sentence of paragraph 5 of my 
letter of June 20, \vhich reads as follows: “On the points which you desire to make clear in 
conneetion with the government to be formed under our statement of June 18, I give you 
the follo'ving reply after consultation with the Cabınet Mission.” 

I have underlıned the relevant words. It was clear from this sentence that the 
assurances gıvcıı applied only io the partıcuİar interira government proposed in the state¬ 
ment of June 16. 

I have no objeetion to your publishıng your letter of June 28. suggesting post- 
ponemeut of eteetions to the Constituent Assembly and your letter under reply. 

Yours sinoerely, 

Wavell 
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Statement of Mr. M. A. Jinnalı 


Complaining that not ali the letters that passed between him and the Viceroy, 
were published, Mr. Jinnah released the other letters and stated as follows; 

The Cabinet Delegation and His Excellency the Viceroy have thoughifıt to release 
only a few letters torn from the rest of the conespondcnce that passed between me and the 
delegation and the Viceroy, which have a very important bearing on the present contro- 
versy: that the Viceroy did make a clear representatîoiı to me that he woukl proceed to 
form his interim government on the basis of the formula 5: 5; 2, i.e. fivc representatives 
of the Müslim League, hve of the Congress one Sikh and one İndian Christian or Anglo- 
Indiaıı, and that as regards the portfohos, the most important portfolios will be equally 
divided bet.ween the Lcague and the Congress in dıstribution thereof. further details 
being left öpen fer discussion. 

The Viceroy further authorised me to make that representation to my Workıng 
Commıttce and the Cuuncıl of the All-fndia Müslim League, which I did, and, it wa5 on 
that basis that both the Workıng Committee and the Counci) were induced to accept the 
long-lerm plan and the proposal for the interim government together as a whc>le. 

This formula had a vıtal bearmg and did grcatly weigh with the Council of the 
All-Indıa Müslim Lcague in coming to their final decısion, whıch was communicatcd to the 
Viceroy on June 7. Immedıately thercafter, sinıster agitatıon was set on foot by the Cong¬ 
ress press against thıs formula, and I ınforraed the Viceroy by my letter of Junc 8, by 
w ay of caution, that therc should be no departure from this formula. Below is ıhe full- 
tex( of this letter vvhıch speaks for ıtself. 

« « * 

22nd July, 1946. 


(Personal and Confidential). 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

1 declare my ıntcntion of replacing the present caretaker government of oificials 
by an interim coalıfion government as soon as possible; and ara now putting to you as 
Presıdent of the Müslim league and to the President of the Congress the prcposals set 
out bclow. 

2. I tlunk vou will probably agree wjtlı mc that our negoliations both this summer 
and Jast >'ear were hampered by the attendant publicity, I am, therefore, seekmg your 
co-operation m condueting at any rate the prelıminary stages of the negotiations on a strıc- 
lly personal and secrcl basis between myself and the two Presidents. I very much hope that 
you W]ll prevent this corrcspondeuce being knovvn to or discussed in the press until we 
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have seen whether we can find some basis of agreement. I tealise, of course, that you wil] 
have at some stage to secure the approval of your Working Committce; but I believo it 
will be best to try and reach some basis of agreement between ourselves as first step. I 
propose the following for your consideraiion: 

(a) The inlerim govemment will consist of 14 members. 

(b) Six members (to inciude one Seheduled Caste representative) will be nominated 
by the Congress; Five members will be nominated by the Müslim League. 
Three representatives of minoritics wiH be nominated by the Viceroy. One 
of these placcs wiil be kept for a Sikh. It will not be öpen to either Congress 
or the Müslim League to ojbect to the names submitted by the other party, 
provided they are accepted by the Viceroy. 

(c) Distribution of portfolios vvili be decided after the parties have agreed to 
enter the govemment and have submitted their names. The Congress and the 
Müslim League will each have an equitable share of the roost important 
portfolios. 

(d) The assurance about the status of the interim govemment which f gave in 
my letler dated 30th May, to Maulana Azad will stand. 

3. I wouId welcome a convention, if freely offered by the Congress, that majör 
communal issues can only be decıded by the assent of both the majör parties. But I have 
never thought that it was essential to mahe this a forma! condıtion since m fact a coalition 
govemment could work on no other basıs. 


4. I sincerely trust that your party will agree to co-operate in the administra- 
tion of India on the above basis, wh!le the work of constitution making proceeds. I am 
confident that this will be of the greatest possiblc beneht to India. I suggest that we should 
not spend further time in negotiation; but should try out at önce a govemment on the 
basis proposed above. İf it does not work, and you 6nd the conditions unsatisfactory, it 
will be öpen to you to wilhdraw, but I am confident that you will not. 


5. Wüuld you be good enough to Ict me know very soon whcther the Müslim 
League will enter in the intenm govemment on this basjs? 1 have written ın similar terms 
to Pandit Nehru and enelose a copy of ray Jetler lo hım. 


Yours sincerely, 
WavelJ. 

P.S. 1 am seeing Pandit Nehru this aftemoon on other matters and will hand 
him his letter then. 



3İst July 1946 . 


Dear Lord Waveli, 


I am in rcceipt of your letter of 22nd July, and I notice that this is the fourth 
basis that you are suggesting for thc formatıon of your ınterim govemment. From 5; 5; 2 
you came to 5: 5 ı 3 and then 5: 5; 4 as cmbodıed in the statement of the Cabinet Delc- 
gation and yourself dated the 16th June, 1946, whıch was announced by you as final. Now 
you are making this fourth proporal i.e.. 6: 5: 3. 


Every time the Congress turned down the prevıous three proposals as you were 
unable to appease them or propitıafe them; and every time the departure was prejudical 
to the League and in favour of the Congre&s. 


And now you have put your fourth proposal for my consideration. 


İt gives a go by ali the importani terms which vve^e in favour of the Müslim Lea- 
gue; the Congresss will have six members out of 14 as against 5 members of the Müslim 
League which brcaks straighta\\ay the principle of parıty; and you are lettJng down the 
Scheduled Castes as one of them is proposed to be nominated by the Congress and not 
by the real spokesmtn of ths Scheduled Castes. I note that you say that five members will 
be nomin.ıtcd by the Müslim Lerıgue. Next, three members bythe minorities be nominated 
by the Viceroy without reference lo or consuitation wıth the Müslim League. The only 
indıcatioıı that you have given is Ihai one of these places wıll be kept for a Sikh. 


Then you proceed on to say that ‘it will not be öpen either to the Congress or the 
Müslim League lo objcct to names submitted by other party, provided they are aocepted 
by the Viceroy’ and from this 1 gather that itwjll be öpen to the Congress to nominate 
a quısling Müslim. 


As to the disiribution of portfolios, I note you say that “the Congress and ihe 
Müslim League will have an equıtable share of the most important portfolios ’, and not 
equal as ıt was orgınally proposed. 


As to the assurance about safeguards ı.c., that majör communal ıssue could only be 
dccided bv the consent of both the majör partıes, you sayt hat 'it wılJ be only considered if 
frcely offered by the Congress’, but you do not attach much importance to it and you 
conciudc by sayıng that ıf ihe ınterim govemment does not work when fonned on this 
basis and if we find condiLions unsatısfactory', it will be öpen lo us to withdraw. 1 belleve in 
the principle ‘prevention is better than curc’. 
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This is a very clear and substantial departure, most detrimenta/ to tbe Müslim 
Uague, and is obviously intended to appease the Congress and devised priraanJy to meet 

their wîshes. 

Taking the final proposal of June 16, 1946, m your ietter dated the 20th of June, 
you informed me that 14 members were invited by you on the basis of parity betvvecn Hindus 
and ^uslims and coıııııııınity-wise and that ıt wîl] not be changed vvithout the agreement 
of two majör parties. Apart from the secret talks you had with the Congress you clearly 
conveyed to us that the invitees were asked to join specifically on the basis of 5 Hindus, 

5 Muslims, one Sikh, one Scheduled Caste, one Christian and, one Parsce. Your present 
proposal clearly destroys the principles of parity as well as representation according to 
communities and gives a cicar majority to the Congress as against the Müslim League 
to start with. 

Further the Scheduled Caste will be nominated by the Congress, whlch in my 
opinicn is most unjust to a community of 60 mîlUon people, who are groaning under the 
social and economic tyranny of the high Caste Hindus, whom alone the Congress really 
represents. 

As regards represcntatives of othcr minorities, thry wJll be nominated by you 
without reference to or any consultation with the Müslim League. This agaia is a departure 
from what you staled in your İetter of the 20th June, that "if any vacancy occurs among 
the seats at present allotted to the represcntatives of the minorities, I shall naturally consult 
both the majör parties before filling it* I think you wıll appreciate that when you start 
with 6 Congress and 5 Müslim League with a Congress majority, the minority reprcsentaiives 
will hold a very strong position as a balancıng element, who would be nominated by you 
without having even consultation wilh the Müslim League and this is a serlcous deporture 
from what we were assured of ın your İetter of the 20th of June. 

You categorically State in your İetter of 20th June, paragraph 5, that no 'decision 
on a maior communal ıssue would be taken by the inlerim govemment if a majority of the 
representatives of either of the two majör parties were opposed lo it*, whereas now in the 
present proposal you inform nıe that you wdl wclcome a convention ıf freely ofTered by the 
Congress. 

As you have written this ietter to me and ıs strictly pcrsonal and secret I can only 
say that in my opinion there is no chance of my Working Committee accepting this pro¬ 
posal. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

• ♦ • 
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8thAugust, 1946 


(Personal and Secrcf). 

Dear Mı. Jinnah, 

I have received your letter of the 3Isl July, about my proposal for an intcrim 
government. 

2. I am sorry that things have göne the way thcy havc, but I do not think it would 
be profitable now to enter into a detaiied dıscussion of the points you raise in your letter. 

I will only remind you that the basıs of representation which I suggested in the letter to which 
you now reply is the same as the one the Müslim League Working Committcc acoepted 
at the end of June, namely, 6: 5: 3. 

3. In view of the League resolutions of the 29th July, I have now decided to 
invite the Congress to make proposals for an inlerim government, and I am sure that if they 
makc a rcasonable offer to you of a coalition, 1 can rely on you for a ready responae. 1 
have toJd the President of the Congress that any inlerim government would be on the basis 
of the assurances given in my letter of the 30th May to Maulana Azad. 

I hope we may have an opportunity of meeting soon. 


Yours sincerely, 
WavelJ. 





* 


October 3, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavcll, 

At the end of our last interview on October 2. 1946, it was agreed that I should 
lînally put before you the various proposals that emerged out of our discussions, for your 
consideration and repl>. Accordingiy, I am enclosıng hereWith various proposals that havc 
been formuJated by jne. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Enclosnre: 

1. The total number of the members of the Executive Councıl lo be 14 . 

2. Six nominees of the Congress will incimle one Scheduled Caste representative, 
but it must not be taken that the Müslim League has agreed to, or approves of, the selectioıî 
of the Scheduled Caste representative, the ullimate responsibılıt,' jn that behalf being with the 
Governor-General and the Vıceroy. 

3. That the Congress should not include in the remaınmg fivc members of their 
quota a Muslitn of their choicc. 

4. SaFeguard.—That there should be a convention that on majör communal 
issues, if the majority of Hindu or Müslim members of the Executive Council are opposed, 
then no decision should be taken. 

5. An alternative or rotatıonal Vice-Presıdent should be appointed in faırness 
to both majör communities, as was adopted ın the U.N.O. Conference. 

6. The Müslim League was not consulred in the selectjon of the three minonty 
reprcsentativcs, i.c., Sıkh, Indıan Christran and Parsı, and it should not be taken that 
the Müslim League approves of the selcction that has been made. But in future, in the event 
of there being a vacancy owing to death, resıgnatıon ot otherwısc, representativcs of thesc 
minorities should be chosen in consultatıon with the two majör parties-the Müslim League 
and the Congress. 

7. Portfolios.—The most importanl portfolios should be equally distributed 
be{ween the two majör partıcs-the Mushm League and the Congress. 

8. That the above arrangcmenl should not be changed or modified unless both 
the majoT parties-the Müslim League and the Congress-agree 

9. The question of the sertlcment of the long-term plan should stand över until 
a better and more conducivc atmosphere is ereated and an agreement has been reached on the 
points stated ahove and after the interim government has been reformed and finally set 
up. 

m * * 

October 4, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Jmnah, 

Thaıık you for your letter dated yesterday. Rcplıes to your nine points are as 
follüws:— 


I. This is agreed. 



2. I note that what you say and acccpt that tho responsibility 15 mine 

3. I am unablc to agrcc to this. Each party must be cquaily frec lo nomm ıı 

owıı rcprcsentalivcs. ' 


4. \ı\ A coaUüoıv government it is impossible to decide majör matters of polıcy 
wVipn nne of thc main partics to thc coalıtlon is strongiy againsr a coursc of actıon 

A M , nr^sent coHeasucs anCi I arc agrccd that it vvould bc fatal to ahovv majör 
proposcd. My p e , , , . ^ thc Cabinct. The cfficicncyand prestıge of tho 

c.mnıunal rssucs to ^ ^ ,,, ,,,oJvcd in advanro of 

Oiftvoc/ n 7 cc>üng, byfrjcndly d,scuss,ons. A coalition govcmment cıther Würks by a proa-ss 
of nıutupJ ııcfjusfmcnt'i or docs not \vork at alî. 


5. The arrangcment of altcrnativc or rotational Vice-Pr*::sident wouId prcscnt 
practical difficulty, and I do not consider it feasible. I wil], howcvcr, arrarıgc to nominate 
a Müslim Lcaguc mcmbcr to presfdc ovcr thc Cabinct in thc cvı nt of the Governor-Goneral 
and the Vjcc-President bcıng abscnt. I vvıJI also nominate a Müslim Lcaguc memb .■'* as 
Vice-Chııirman of the Co-ordmatıon Committee of thc Cabinct, whicJ) is most ımportant. 
I am Chairman of this Committee and in thc past havc presided almost invariably, but I 
shall probably do so only on spccial occasions in futurc. 


6 , I acccpt that both majör partics wouId be consulted beforo filling a vacaney 
in any of these three seats. 


7. In pıescnt conditıon^ all ihc portfohos in thc Cabinel arc of great importance 
dnd it ıs a matter of opınion ’.vhich arc the ınıpıntant. The mmority representatives can- 
not bc cxcluded from a share of the majör portFoIıos and it would also be suitabJe to 
continue Mr. Jagjivan Ram ın the Labour portfolıo. But, subji’Ct to this, there can be 
cqual Jıstribiition of thc most inıportant portfolios bctwcen the Congress and thc Müslim 
Lcaguc. DctajJs would bc matter for negotiatjon. 

8 . I agrcc 

9. Since thc basis for participation in the Cabinct is of coursc acceptancc of the 
statement of May 16, I assume that thc Lcague Council wiJl meet at a very early date to 
reconsider its Bombay rcsolution. 

Yours sincereJy, 


WaveU. 

« « « 


Dear Mr. Jmnah, 


October 12, 1946. 


1 confirm what I told you this evening, that Ihe Müslim Lcaguc are at libeıty 
to nominate anyona they wish for their own quota of seats in the Cabinct tbough any 



person proposed must of course be acccpted by me and by His Majesty bsfore being ap- 

pointed. 


My intention is to discuss portfolios whcn 
botlı from the Müslim League and the Congrtss. 


ali the ııamcs have been received, 

Yours sincerely. 


Wavc]|. 

♦ « 


October 13, 1946. 


Dcar Lord Wavt,ll, 

The NVtiıking Committcc of Ihe All-India Müslim Lr-agno have considcıcd ıhe 
whole matter fıılly and I am novv authonsrd to ^late that they do noı approvc of the basis 
and seheme of setting up the İnterim government which has been doı’idcd by yıju, pre- 
sumabİy \vitH the authoritv of His Majesîy’s Government. 

Therefore, the Committcc do not, and cannnt, wıtlı vour decision alrcady 
taken, nor witlı the arrangemcnts j'ou havc alroady madc. 

Wc consider and maınlain tliat the ımposıtıon of thıs decısion ıs conîrary lo tin 
dechıratıon of Augnst 8, 1940, but since, aacordıng lo your dccıs:t)n, wc luıve a righı lo nom* 
m te foc memberj of the Exccııtıvf CouncıJ on hehalf of tlıe MM'.İM-n Lengue, my Com- 
mıltcr have fer vari*'.us rcason« c^me to the condnsirn ihm in mteresEs of Mus^ab 
mans and oih:T co/mrınnitıe? it vviİl b:? fat.'d to Icave the enlıre he!d of aılmınıstratı-''n 
cf rhc rıntral Guvcnunenl m th^* Iıands of the Congı'css. B^s'dos, yon m:ıy b 'fı^rccd lo 
havc in your inîorım govcrnmeni Mu Ünıs *vho coıdd not c<ımmiind the r'spcct and C()n- 
fîdcn^,c' of Müslim İndia, vvlııch vvoıdd to very serİo-ıs cnns 'qııciH’cs ■ anti, lastly, for 
('Ihoı; very svt^ıghtv gnnınds and rcas-ms, whıch arc obvıous and u^ı-d not be nıcntıoncd, 
vvc have d''cıdrd tn n'-mınalo five o.ı b h.:l;'rt| tho Musiun Le.igue ın ternıs ef your broad- 
cast riated August 24, 1946, and vom two (eıicr.s to mc datccl October 4 and 12. embodying 
clarifîcatıons and assur^nces. 

Youri sincerıly, 


M A Jinnah 


October 13, 1946 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thank you for your Icttcr of today*s date, L am gJad to know that ihc Müslim 
League has dccıdcd to join the intenm government. Will you plcasc let me havc the names 
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of the five represcntatıves, as they are to bc submıtted to His Majesty for approval, and 
I should İlke to reform the Government as soon as possible. 

You promised yesterday that you would let me have the names today. 

Your sıncerely, 

Wavell. 

« « « 

October 14, 1946. 


Dear Lord Waveli, 

I thank you for your lelter of October 13. J am no w sending you the names of 
hve nomınces on behalf of the Müslim Leaguc, as arranged in our ]nterview of yesterday. 

1. Mr. Lıqauat Ali Khan, Honorary Sccretary, All-India Müslim League, 
M.L.A. (Central). 

2. Mr. î. J Chundrigar, M.L.A. (Bombay), leader, Müslim League Party m 
the Bombay LegısUtıve Asscmbly and Presıdent of the Bombay Provincial Müslim League. 

3. Mr. Abdur Rab Nishtar, Advocate (N.NV.F.P.) member of the Working 
Committee, All-India Müslim League, Committe of Aetion and Councıl. 

4. Mr Ghd/,.mfar Ah Khan, M.L.A. (Punjab), member of the Council, All- 
India Müslim League; Member of the Council, Provincial Müslim League, and member 
of the Punjab Müslim League Working Commitlee. 

5. Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal, Advocate (Bengal), at preseni Minister of the 
Bengal Government. 

Your sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

♦ • • 


October 25, 1946. 


Dear Mr Jinnah, 

The portfolios that 1 can ofTer the Müslim League in the interim goveınment 
are the fol]owing; Fmance, Commerce, Posts and Air, Health and Legislative. 


1 should bc gratefuJ if you wou]d let me know how you would propose that these 
portfolios should be distributed among the Müslim League representatives in the Cabinet. 
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I should like to get an announcement out tonight and to swear in the new mem- 
bers, whom I shall warmly v/elcome tommorrûw. 


Your sincerely, 
Wavell 

« * * 


October 25, 1946. 


Dear Lord Wavell. 

I am in receipt of your letter of October 25, at 5.30 p.m. communicating yoar deci- 
sion regarding portfolios. 

I anı sorry I cannot say that it ıs an equitablc distnbutıon, but vve have discusscd 
ali the pros and cons and, as you have taken your final decision, T need not got into the 
matter further. 


I am sendıng you below the names of the nommccr. of the Mushm League, show- 
ing Jıow these portfolios should be dîstrîbuled amongst them. 


Finance, Mr. Liaquat Aii Khan. 
Commercc, Mr. I. L Chundrigar. 

Post and Air, Mr. A. R. Nıshtar. 

Health, Mr. ühazanfar Ali Khan. 
Lcgislaıİve, Mr. Jogcndar Nath Mandal. 


Your sincerely, 



* 


M. A. Jinnah. 


WAZ]R HUSSAIN, SY£D 


Lonavala Distt. Poona, 
21st May 1913. 



I rcccived your letter dated İst May 1913 whcn I was at Yeot Mahal. I have come 
here for the vacation. I go back by the 12th of June. 1 thank you for the letter. 

I am cne of thosc who firmJy believc that in the Union of the two great communities 
in India, and also that sooner or later these conımunitfes wilJ be united. You know that 
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both in Berar and in thc Deccan dîfferencc betwccn the Hindus and the Mohammadans 
have nevcr been acute. These dîfTerences have though given no cause for anxiety in the&e 
parts during the last 10 or 15 years they werc getting mofe pfonounced and empathıc than 
formerly. But the leaders of their communîties have not aIlowed this devclopment to come 
in the way of their works of public interest. The recent changes in the thoughts and feelings 
of your League and other Mohammedan Asîociation wıl], I am sure, bring back the old 
spirit of mutual friendship and regard among us in these parts of the country. I have read 
with not only considerable interest but wıth great deİıght the letter of the Hon’ble Mian 
Mohammad Shah. 1 fully agree with what he has writtcn in ıt. I have my vvarmest sympathy 
with the common endeavours. You propo^ed to me to bring about a State of harmony so 
essential for thc realisatıon of our common goal. I think thc step you wish to takc now 
about getting together prominent rnembers from the two communitics to discuss this ques'- 
tion is the rıght one. The ınorc you scemed in spreadıng educalion among the Mohamm¬ 
adans the easier wjil be tlıe task you have placed before you. Education is a great solvent 
m this matter. If possıble atlempt should be made to bring together boys from these com- 
munities. Instcad of havjng two separate schools for Hindus and Mohammadan boys 
there should bc two separate branehes of onc school. One branch or a wing should be of 
Mohammadan boys and the other of the Hindu boys. They should be brought into a friendly 
contact as ol'ten as possıble. 

I shall feci it a matter of genume happıness to help forward this cause. You can 
depend upon my humble and sıncere sympathy and co-operation in this noble work, whıch 
your associalion and youfsclf espccially have set upon you. 

Yours sıncerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

^ m * 


Enclosure: 

Inter-conıoıunal Unity & Co-operatlon 

The manner in which the nıessage of inter-communal peace and good win con- 
tained ın my address and emhodied m a formül resolution passed at the Annual Sessions 
of thc All-India Muslini League has rcceıved constitutes a happy augury for the cause of 
inler-cnnımunal co-operation, so essential for the regeneration of our people. With tho 
cxceptıon oî three or fuur Hindu and Mohammadan newspapers in the Punjab, the repre- 
sentative organs of the various lııdian commıuıities ali över the country have wtlcomcd 
thc approachıng da\vn of a new era—an era, I trust, of peace and good wıJI, bringing about 
ımmediate co-operatiou m mosl and ultımate unıty of purpose in lespect of ali the vital 
probJems, a proper solution of which is the only key to the future regeneration of our motheı 
land under thc aegis of the British Crown. 
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A number of Hindu friends, themselves advocates of Indian naüonalisnı, have 
informed me of the prevalence, among certain circles, of an impression that the policy of 
inter-conununa] co-operatJon proclainjed by the Müslim League is not the result of a 
spontaneous and genuine desire to bring about Hindu Mohammadan entente for the good 
of the country but is the outcome of Müslim resentnıent aı the disastrous consequences of 
the Balkan War upon our Turkish co-religionists. Whatever may have been the effect of 
the Turkish crisis upon the political vicw-poînt in certain Indian Musalman circles, I can 
positively affirm that the desire, among the great moderate section of our community to 
devise practical steps to bring about inter-communal harmony and bridge över the gulf 
which divides the two sisler communities, particularly in upper India, resulting in inhnite 
harm to the communities themselves and in serious administratîve complications for the 
Government, has nothîng whatever to do with the events which have reccntly takcn place 
in the Near East. 

It is an undeniable fact that the gulf which divides the two sister communities is 
wider in the Punjab Ihan in any other Province. Casting our glance towards the events 
which took place över two years ago, it wiil be remcmbered that the controversy 
then raging in the columns of Hindu and Mohammadan Press in ıhe Province, almost 
Avithout exception was taking a religious tum. İn view of the serîous consequence involved 
in this grave trend of affairs, Mr. Justıce Shah Din invıted tbe attention of the local Hindu 
and Mohammadan leaders to the urgent need for action. About that time Ihc late Mr. M 
Malabari visited Lahore and at a sociai gathehng in the huuse of a mutual friend, the 
problem was, at his instance, again discussed in aJl its bearings. But owjng to the exJgcncJe5 
of ofiîce, Mr Justice Shah Din could not take any aetive steps in this conneetion. On 
the I4th November 1911, the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. Ameer Ali wrote to me, from LondoHı a 
lelter during the course of wlıich he said:— 

"The growing differences between Hindus and Mohanunadans are fiUing 
me with the deepest concem and 1 have come to the conciusion that I should 
make some etforts to bring about a modus yiyendi by which the two com¬ 
munities may work together for the commou good whilst retaining their 
communal cxisteııce and communal rights.” 

He gave a brief of his proposal in that lettcr and asked me to cable to him my general 
approval, ıt I agreed with him. Not onl> did T communıcate him by telegram my own 
approval but also discussed the matter informally with some of the foremost leaders of the 
Indian Musaimans assembled at Delhi in the month of December 1911. And whea fıaving 
been elceted a member of the Impenal Legıslative Council about that time, I had to go to 
Calcutta m January-Mareh 1912, 1 had conversations regarding this ali important question 
with the Hon'ble Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu and other Hindu leaders. In fact I informed 
Mr. Gokhale that during his visit to Engiand Mr. Ameer Ali wouİd probably have a tatk 
with him in conneetion wilh this problem and I know that certain conversations did take 
place between thesc two leaders and His Highness the Aga Khan before Mr, Gokhale’s 
deparature from Engiand for South Africa. In March 1912, my friend Nawab Zulfiqar 
Ali Khan and l gave a lunch, at the Grand Hotel, to Musalman leaders then assembled 
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in Calcutta in connection with the 5th Anniversary of the Ali India Müslim League and 
at that gathering I invited discussion with regard, among others important problems, to 
the questlons of jnter-communal co-operation on the basıs suggested by Mr. Ameer Ali, 
whose letter I read out to the assembly. These facts will make ıt absolutely clear that the 
message of Jnter-communal peace and goodwi]l issued by the League was the rcsult of a 
movemcnt, originated two years ago, havİng nothing whatever to do with recent events 
outside India. 

I am smccrly convinccd that the only practical method of bringlng about the 
desired co-operation is to start an organızation for joint vvork in connection with those 
vital problems with reference to whıch vve are alrea^y in agreement. To wait for the time 
vvhen compltete unanimity ali along the line will have bcen reached is neıther practical 
statesmanship nor true patriotism. Partial cooperatîon will itself prove an eifeetive instru- 
ment towards the bringîng about of complete harmony. I earnestly appeal to ali sincere 
welL-wjshers of the country — Christian, Hindu, Sikh, Parsi and Mohammadan^to take 
the seheme suggested by me ınto serious consideration. I, for one, am convinced that it 
embodies the only practical method of solving this ali important problem. 


Lahore, 

Date: Jlth April, 1913. 

* m * 

YAKUD, MOHAMMAD (Sîr) 


Dear Yakub, 


Muhammad Shah 
Barristcr-at-Law. 


London 
29th Dccember, 1932. 


Many thanks for your lelter. Of course l agrec that there is the greatest necd of 
unity amongst the Mussalmans and that iherc should be only one organisation. I have 
been speaking to friends here and they ali seem to agrec. Hovvever. I wıll again spcak 
to Aga Khan whcn 1 get an opportunity. 

1 cannot fcllow the cfforts and results so far produced by Allahabad and of 
Malvcya’s new unity movo. Of course my vicws are that the Mussalmans should stand 
solid by 14 points. But if a satısfactory seheme can be suggested by the Hındus on the hasis 
of Joint Hlectorates we should not bar settlemcnt on that accovnt providcd howcYer that 
aJl other points are acccptcd. Well but now there does not remain very much to setlle 1/3 
in the Centre and Separation of Sindh is announced. So the Mussalmans have sccured 
practically ali they wanted, except the Resıduary powcr and 51 per çent in Bengal. 

Of course my heart is in India but at present there is no chauce of my golng to 
India. Do wrıte to me and keep ine in touch with things. İf 1 can do anything here please 
do not hesitate to wrîta and of course I shall do ali I can. With kindest regards and best 
wishcs for the new year. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 

* * * 
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ZAHUR AHMAD 


Private Mount Pleasant Road, 

Malabar Hül, 

Bombay. 

22nd February, 1920 

Dear Mr. Zahur Ahmad, 

I am in leceipt of yours of the 27th January, 1920. I accept the great honour with 
hesitation, for T feel that I shali not be able to do justice to the great post to which I am 
called viz. the Presidcntshıp of the Ali Indîa Müslim League. 

Howevcr I feel great encouragemeat having regard to what you say in your lettcr 
of the 4th of January, 1920 and to the support and cooperation that you promJse and 1 
hope that I shaJI have the same encouragement givcn to mc by the public favourably. We 
might do some nseful vvork for our country and cause. You may announce my accep- 
tance. 

Yours sincepelyp 
M. A. Jjnnab 

* * * 


High Court, 
Bombay. 

3İst March 1924. 

Dear Mr. Zahur Ahmad. 

This is just a line to inform you that you should now without deJay put yourself 
in communication witb the braneh Müslim League at Lahore and get the date fixed, the 
assembly session is fîxed for the 27th May. And it is very uncertain how long it would last. 
The lx:st thijıg would be to fix up the League session for the 23rd of May. So that even if 
it lasts for two days, it will give penple time to leavc on the 25th for Simla which means 
they can get therc on the 26th “to be able to be preseni on the 27th“. 

Please writc to me, Mr. Tajuddia and others and let me k.now. You must ann- 
ounce the session as soüiı as possıble and teli the Punjab fnends that they must do their 
utmost to make it a real success. 1 hope you are well. 

Yours sincerely. 



M. A. Jinnah. 
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High Court, 
Bombay. 

17th April 1924. 


Dear Syed Zahur Ahmad, 

I am in leceipt of your of the 14th instant and i am sorry you say you have not 
rcceivcd my letter 1 did writc to you, 

1 have noted the contents of your letter and of course I leave the Councîl to 
decide what they think proper. The Session of the League which is to take piace is the 
adjourned session and the presidential address has already been delivered by the late Mr. 
Bhurgarj. I therefore cannot deliver inaugural addıess even if it is decided that 1 should 
occupy the chair. But no doubt having regard to the lapse of time the 
events that have taken pjace. Since I shali have to say sûmething before the commence- 
ment of the work. However I shall let you knovv after it is decided who should take the 
chair. 


With regard to the financial position of the League wc shall discuss the matter 
when we mect at Lahorc. At prcsent I can do nothıng. 1 shall be in Lahore on or about 
the 23rd of May. Please advertıse Ihe meeting well in advance, so that pcople may have 
time to come. 


AVjth kmd regardi 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* * * 

ZAFARUL MÜLK 


Hakim Abdui Aziz Road, 
Lucknow. 

12th September, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Jt has been reported in the Press that your statement to the Pressmen on the 9th 
instant coutained the followmg lines;— 

“Toırjörrow is the 21 st day of Ramzan and ali Muslinıs have to observe it 
and I have ^herefore reauested Mr. Gandhi to obligc me by agreeing not to have a 
meeting tomorrow.” 



I wonder how a responsible and respected leader iike you could utter such an 
unfounded thing. 


Muslims have nothing to do with the 21st Ramzan. This is a purely Shia function. 
İslam does not pcrmit any mouTning day. In fact tlıc very spirit of İslam revoUs against 
such Je^ish conceptions. I know you belong to thc Khoja community, a sect of the Shias, 
but pardon me, you have no right to impute a Shia beLief to Muslims. 


I had no idea of intruding upon you, when you are busy in such important dis- 
cussions for the successful end of which 1 constantly pray, but a very large number of 
Muslims has resented this portion of your statement and I felt it necessary to bring our 
protest to your notice as well as that of Mahatama Gandhi. Therefore t am writing this 
Icttcr to you and will scnd its translation to the Urdu Press for the information of general 
Müslim public. 

Yours truly, 


Zafarulmulk 


* 


* 



Dear Sii, 


15th Scptember, 1944. 


I arn in receipt of your letter of September 12th. I did not know that there 
stili left such narrow-minded Mussalmaus as you have displayed yourself to be in your 
letter. It is not a question at ali of Shia beiief. Hazarar Ali was the 4th Caliph, and 1 know 
as a matter of fact that the 2 İst day of Ramzan is observed by a large body cf Mussalmans, 
irrespectıve of thc quei)tion of Shia or Sünni beiief, and I am realJy surprised that you 
should have taken up the attitude you have 3hown in your letter. 


Yours faithfully, 
M. A. Jınnah. 


ZAÜQI, S. M. 


Sitaram Peth, 
Hyderabad, Deccan. 
16th December, 1937. 

£>ear Sir, 


Aithough quite a stranger to you, I should very much like to have a talk with 
you in connection with the All-India Müslim League in which 1 am keenly interested. I am 
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a Britjsh-Indian Müslim and do not belong to Hyderabad. I only happen to be here at thc 
time. 1 am not personally concerned with local alfairs. 1 want to speak to you only on aiTaîrs 
pertaining to British India if you can convenicntly find time for it before you kave. If you 
are too busy to find time for me here, I shalİ try to make a trip to Bombay in the near 
future and discuss matters with you therc. Perhaps, this will be a better course. However, 
at any rate, 1 shall be glad to have a line ftom you ın reply. 

Hoping to bc excused for the trouble. 


Yours tnıly, 
S. M. Zauqi, 


You can scc rne tomonovv at 11 a.m. on 17th 

Sd/-M. A. Jinnah 

* • * 


Sitaram Peth, 
Hyderabad, Deccan 
20th May 1938. 


Dar Sır, 


Although perhaps quite a stranger to you, 1 thınk, as a Mushm I stand ın need of 
no formai introduction whıle addressing another Müslim, especially the one whom God 
has graciousJy placed at the helın of political aifairs of Müslim India at the most critical 
juncture of the history of İslam. 

I merciy want lo communicate to you what I feel on somc of Ihe inıportant ques- 
tions confronting us today. But before I do so allow mc to say a fcw vvords by way of self- 
introduetion. 

1 am a U.P. man resıding at present tcmporarily in Hyderabad. I am an old man 
with somc knowledge of Müslim politics; a wry “Old Boy” of Aligarh having coınc in 
close contact with the late Sir Syed, thc great, the late Nawab Mohsinul Mülk, thc late 
Nawab Vîkarul Mülk and others; was a joumalist about thirty-five years ago; iınd have 
bcen for the last quartcr of century a Sufi nol of the typc of the noted Maulvi Husain 
Ahmed Madani of De(»band but almust of the type, though not of the high intelleetual 
capabilities, of our late Dr. Sir Muhammad lqbal of loving memory. I know the conditions 
precedent and sub.sequeııt to the AU-India Müslim Deputation to Lord Minto and have 
watched With interest the birth and growth and the many intermediate obstacles thrûwn 
in the tvay of the All-India Müslim League since its inauguratîon at Dacca. I have, how- 
ever, remained in the back-ground and never sought the lime-light. Yet I have never faiJed 
in my duty to my pcople and have always contnbuted my humble mite to the welfare of 



Musliras by jnspiring those wjtJıin the limited circie of my iniluence to move in the right 
direction. I have bcen watching very closcly and with very great interest your recent activi- 
ties in connection wıth the Müslim League and 1 congratulate you heartily on the right 
lines you have adopted. Had I not held that high opinıon of you and your work I should 
nevcr have thought of addressing this letter to you. May Allah help you forwaTd and con- 
tinue to guide you along the onward march. By the Grace of God, the Müslim League of 
today has potentialities which no other organısation in India can daim to possess. The 
only ıhing now needed is an energetic contmuation of the present activities wîth an eamest- 
ness and sincerjty worthy of the noble cause. 

r wanted to see you wh[le you came here in Decembcr last. I even went the length of 
havıng an appomtınent vvith you to gİve you a cali, but when 1 called at your Hotel at the 
appointed hour 1 discovcred you had göne out probably on an un-anticipated cali from 
some>A here else. 1 subsequentiy went to Bombay on a prîvate business of mine and remained 
Lhere from 18th March to 5th April İast but you were not therc. I have thcrefore, decided 
to vvrite this letter to you without further waiting for a personal intcrvıew. 

HİNDU MÜSLİM UNITY 

Let me take this questıon first as it is very much to the fore and is already on the anvil. 

I am not aware of the Imes on which the present negotiations are carned out, I 
have exerted my brain to its utmost capacity and have surveyed ali pos&ible approaches 
to the subject and I am not in the latest ashamed to admit that I have been forced to arnve 
at the conciusion that under the e^isting circumstances a settlement' honourable to both 
sides” )s quite impossıble. There can be no compromisc between İslam and Ka/r. A Müslim 
at ali events and inspite of ali his modem weakııess hc is not prepared to sacrificc hİs Islamic 
principles for any thing m the world. There is only onc way öpen to Muslıms ali över 
the world and it is to become good Muslıms, organıse ıhemselves, gain a littie morc strength 
and cxert ıt where nccessary. İt is not far them to go about beggmg for peace. İt is their 
duty to inıpose peace on the worId. “Livc and let live” is a weak expres5İon for them. 
They are determmed to Ijve and die for their cause and they shall force others to live as 
peaceful as humanly possible. Hındus are merciy in infinitesimal portion of ihe anti-lslamic 
Western forces arrayed agaınst İslam. Their only quaiifîcatioa ıs the clumsy and imperfect 
imıtation of the Wcst and their only strength lıcs in the direct and indirect support they 
reccive from the West. We have mainly to deal with the antı-lslamic West and bring home 
to its volaries the helplessuess of their Machiavellıanism in restoring peace and order 
in the world. We have gut to prove it once again as ^vc dıd prove in the past that vvıthout 
a truc recognition of the Suprente Force—the Superior iufkority there can be no 
peace anywhere. Unless human “progress” means ability lo kili, rob and subjugate weaker 
nations, the non-Muslim Powers are not only not progressing but are positively revert- 
ing to barbarism. A conflict of prmciples ıs going oa ali över the worId. İt ıs a conAict bet- 
ween right and vvrong. Islamic and anti-Islamıc forces are every where coming in condict 
vvith each other under dıfferent labels and different guises. The forces ıvorking here and 
e]sewhere are aeting and re-aeting upon each other. You can not detach India from the 
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rest of the world. You shall have to cousider İndian questions ftom a broader and more 
cosmoplitian point of view. I cali that view Islamic. A Müslim is Gt)d’s Lieutenant 
(Kalıfa) on earth and I foresee the impotant part the indian Müslim is to play in moulding 
the future of the world. The forces of darkness havc so much shrouded the world that 
to-day we find not a single Müslim kingdom çent percent Müslim in iis form of governmenl. 
Wü in India are differently circumstanced and wc shall have to take the lead ın civilising 
the world. Wc cannnt losc sight of thıs in arrivîng at any understanding with any of our 
nrighbours. Wc shall ncver agrcc to follovv them or co-opcr?.tc with them in anything that 
may conflict with our principlcs, wc shall not rcmain content wıth not co-op rating with 
thcm in wrong actıvılics. We shall try our best to bring them on the right path. We havc 
not only to becomc good Muslims. Wc havc also to reform our ncıghbours. If we can’t 
succeed in making them ali good Muslinıs, we shall aL least succced in making a largc 
number of them good cıtızens. Wc Have not only suffored in the past through our neglect 
of İslam. Wc also sulfered a gocd deal from bad ncıghbours. We shp.ll not lel it happen 
again. 


The Congress ıs suHl nııg from a number of defccts wich not only ınake ıt impo- 
ssıble lor us to co-operate vvıflı ıt but will soımd, not b töre long, the dcath, knell of the 
very instiLution ıtsclf. I touch somc of them bricfly bcIow: — 

As far as I can scc, thoy at least most of thcir Icudcrs, are not at ali senous about 
theır much talked of goal of “ındcpcnJencc’' Thcy only want to dommate under the pro- 
teeting wıııgs of the Bntjsh. Thcy havc prospered under Ihc Union Jack and they aro quite 
sure tlıcy wjl! be rcduccd to ınsignıficancc the moment thcir Drıtish proteetors Icavc the 
coüTitry. Th'Tc havc been so many Hindu-Musliın riots of Jate. II yon study them you will 
be convınocd that dcspıtc the disinlcgration and dccay charactcristıc of the pıcscnt day 
Müslim Mınonlv, ıf the aggncvcd and sufForing Muslıms would havc becn Icft to thom- 
sclvcs, thcy coLild havc very wcll takon over of lhçiTi*xlvcs and vvould have taught an un- 
forgcl.ıhİe Icsson to the aggrcssors Dut the govcrnıncnt of Ihc country—be it a British 
Province, a Hindu State, or even a Mu^ltrn State, mvariably camc in thcir way and ncıther 
protC'.At d them not allovvfd them to pmteet thcir own scivcs. Those of our countrymen 
vvho tliiıs becomc \villing toohs of the Wcst can never bc rehed upon for purposes of co- 
op^r.ıtioıı 

The majonty rule of the type forecd upon us is onc of the sılly things of the West 
causıng so much confusuın and dısordeı. The Congress has acccptcd ıt and has been ‘^(umbl- 
ing on the fallacy of mımb» rs. It is not ncccssary Ihat a majonty should al^vays Ije nght. 
Every onu kno^s that therc is a majority of fools m fhc ^vorld. In a country circumstanced 
as India is, the. form of gnvemment by ihe present type of m**jorıty can never be suitablc. 
N' ither a majorıtv of phx;tors nor a majonty of those clectrd kncv,' the art of govemment 
of ıhc cxtcnt nordcd Evm if thcy knew it thcy could not ht ip the adminKstnıtion as the 
CongrcM Hı^h Command wouId not aJlow them to usc thcir indivıdual judgment. Mattors 
become worse whfn the voice of the oppnsition is invariably disregarded by a haughty, 
unsynıpathctıc, and somttimes cruol majority. Therc is nothmg to be proud of in mere num- 
bers, especialiy when they are due to the loleranoc of Moghul Emperor'^. If mere numerical 
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strength is considered legally suffîcient to decide an issue why not extend that sanction to 
physical strength also whıch, after ali, ıs a more real thing to be proud of. Take away the 
powcr of the majority — the vaiue of their votes, and persecution will stop. Unlcss tho 
majonty is deprived of its power to crush the mınontıes, the bctteı gifted minoıities can 
not be expected to co-operate willmgly with the majonty. 

If Ihis şort of government gocs by the name of ‘*drmocracy” we do not want Jt. 
The nıasses here and elsewhere do nut know their o\mi mınds whcn they say they wantdemo- 
cracy, Thcy really want good government and çare nothing about its form, The Müslim 
League should rccord its cmphatic protest agaiııst this type of majority rule. 


I n^ed not waste your time further on olhcr enmes of the Congress as you know 
them beltcr. Tt can not be denied that there are many thıngs about the Congress wıth which 
the Mu'ilim L'Ague can not agrcc. What i*: then goıng to bc the result of the Congress- 
Leaguc talks? Wıll the Congress undertakc to reform itself; or will the League come dovvn 
and agrec to cnnnıvc at the faults of the Congress? To me hoth the things seem impossıble. 
The only poss^ble soluiion that appeals to me under the circumstances İs for the Müslim 
League to grow stroııgcr and dietate its own ternıs. 


We have also to bc very careful about the efTect of the present talks upon the 
Müslim masses. l am afraıd, even a false hopo ot success wj 11 have a benumbjng effect on 
them aml wıll lull them to sleep agair. Perhaps. it ıs wıth tnat hidden object that the Congress 
has comc forward for the taiks. 

If, hüwever, the talka aucceed, we expect conclusıons of the following nature;— 

1. The All-lndıa Müslim League should be recognised to be the only represen- 
tative body of b> far the largest majority in Müslim India. 

2. Muslims must have an adcquate share jn the admirfistration of the country. 

3. Musliıııs must have cxclusive control över Ihe education of their youngef 
generation. 

4. Müslim must have full liherty to proteet their religion and cutture, Th'^y 
alone are competent to do it. Non-Muslims can only keep to the policy 
of non-interference. The entire constructıve and defensive work falh on 
their own shoulders. 

5. Muslims should have a decisive voK:e in managing their own atfairs such as 
those perUining to Mosques, Wakfs. Durghas, Ures, Müslim Melas ete. 

6. Committees appointed to investigate Htndu-Muslim riots should have 50 per 
çent Mu.slim members. 
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7, ir a majority of Müslim members in legislatures disapprove of motion afFecting 
their community, the motion shall be dropped. 

8. The Muslini League will ıviilingly co-operate with other organisations in the 
cause of the country, provided that the step to be taken is not in-consistent 
with the teachings of İslam. Muslims being the sole judges in the matter. 

9* İslam is a super-national force, Muslims are a group of nations. They are an 
intemational body not confincd within the four-walls of India. They are 
inextTİcably bound up with their co-rchgionists in other parts of the world. 
So nothing in the proposed agreement, nothing in the İndian Constıtution, 
and nothing anywhere also shall prevent InJian Muslims from treating their 
co-religionists of other lands as their brothers takmg interest in their affairs, 
and actively sympathisıng with them—just as Indıans take mterest in the 
affairs of İndians in British Colonies. 

10. Muslims shall not be gıven gratuıtous advıce by Hindus to keep politics 
apart from rcligion'partıcularly when Hindus themselves are not actıng 
upto ıt. Even the Congress-didator, Mr. Gandhi, enlers the area fhrough a 
“religious” gate. He becomes a "Mahatma*'. Hindu vıllagers woTshıp him 
as such and in elections they give their votes, not to the candidate, not to the 
CongTcss, but to “Mahatma”, To Mr. Gandhi, non-violence is religion-Salt- 
yagraha is rcligion-AKimsa is rebgıon — partiotısm is religion. He holds 
public prayer-meetings wherever he goes. Whenever a crisis approaches he 
proclaıms guidance by “the inner voıcc.” He carries his reîigion wıth him 
everywhere. Why should poor Muslims be advısed to put their religion aside? 

In arriving at a scttlement with tlıc Congress one shall have to be very carefuli 
about the language to be used. Terms such as "nationalısm” and ‘"communalism” shall 
have to bc dcarly defincd to prevent the possıbıhty of a multıplicity of mterpretations. 


I hope you will cxcusc mc for taking so much of your valuable time. 1 thought 
it necessary to give you the views of a seetion of the Müslim public. Our cbicf work at 
preseni is to further strenghten the League. I have seme suggestioııs for ıt, but as this ietter 
has gTown too long I defer them tili my next 


Yours sinccrely. 
S, M. Zauqî, 
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“Tour Petît'\ 
Matheran, 

31st May, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


I am in receipt of >our lettcr of 20th May and I thank you very much indecd for 
it. Let me assure you that I shall bear in mind ali the valuable susggestions that you have 
made. It will be a very great pleasure to me to see you and discuss with you, I anı so 
sorry that 1 tnissed to see you m Hyderabad but 1 am looking fotvvard to see you soon. 
Jf you happcn lo be in Bombay, please let me know. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 

» ♦ 


Sıtaram Peth, 
Hyderabad, Deccan. 
8th June, 1938. 


Dear Sir, 


I thank jou for your lettcr of the 3İst May whıch I receıved on the 3rd mstant. 

Yet, I do fcel the necessıt> of sccing you to havc a detaılcd pcısonal talk vvıth you 
on some of these ımportant questions. Unfortunately, I have been unwell for the last few 
days. l hope lo see you as soon as I fcel a httie beitcr. 

Wıll you kiudly let ine knt'W how long you arc going to stay in Bombay and when 
do you intead to leavc for Upper İndıa? I am myself thmkingof leaving forLucknow, Delhi 
and Lahore m Ihe end of July or beginning of August, ıf health permits. If I fad to see 
you m Bombay, l shall certainly see you somewheıe ın the Noı th. Su, ıf possible, let me know 
your date, 

With best wishcs and ever praying God for your success in the noble cause. 

Yours sincerely, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


il « 
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Littie Gibbs Road, 
Malabar Hıll. 
Bombay, 

I2th June, 1938. 

Dear Sır, 


I thank you for your Ictter of 8th June 1938. My stay m Bombay, as at preaent 
advjsed. vvjH be tıll aboul thc end of July, and I have to go to SinıJa in the fifst week of 
August. If during that period you happcn to be în Bombay, I shall be very pleascd to see 
you. 

Your s tnıly, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


* 


« * 


Ghauspura, 
HyJerabad Deccan. 
23rd January, 1939. 

My dear Mr Jmnah, 

Since my rcturn from Bombay, I have been ırying to do what I can, in co-opera- 
tion with somc of the local Itadcrs and State ofîicials, in the mattcr of Federation. To me 
thc casc so far does not appear to be vety hopcless. The Chief is in favour of a very cm- 
phafıc “No”, but unduc prtTSsure is being sccrcty brought upon him in conscquence of whıch 
hc somclimes gets a bit funky and dıHident. At timcs matters get very complicated 
owing to mischicf caused by traitors in the camp. At any rate, we are carrying on the 
battie with pcriiistence. Lct us sec ıf we succecd ın the end. 

1 ihînk, we should carry on the fight simultaneously on other fronta as well. What 
aboul the ıdca of holding an anti-fcderatıon conference soınewhere in British Iııdia? The 
other nıinorıtıc.« also shall ncvcr find the federation in their ınlerest and if they ali combine 
to fight against it. the opposition vvili gathcr strengih 

I was not unprepared for the reccııt turn of evenis in Sind. I hope, jt wi]l not 
discouragc us. The stuff we have todcatwıth is so bad and unreiiablc that nothıng better 
could have been expei.ted 1 am afraid, we shall have to mark lime for the present and 
ımmediatcly stari working for the ncxt elcctıons everywhere. Next time wc snould try 
to have better stufT in tne assemblics. There arc better peopJe ın the country but they pr’fer 
to rem.tin m thc background. Wc should drag them out and push them forwaTd. The 
ınasses are quilc al' right. Our main work at present İjes wıth them. We have yet to or- 
ganise them. “Leaders” (barring a fevv honourable exceptions) come in the way. We shall 
have to “dethrone” them. I am very much dissatisfied with thc present conditions m the 
Pımjab. İn spıte ali that. I am glad, we are making an ali round progress. Wc have no 
cause for desp»ondenı..e. 
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Conditions in Europe are supposed to be very bad. If a war breaks out în which 
the British imperialism is invo1ved,the “majority”coınınunity in Tndia is bound to go över 
openly to thc British side and poor Muslims will fail in danger of bcing cnıshed. 1 trust, 
the situation that may then arise has not escaped your vigılance. The suddenness of the 
out-burst may not give us time to think when thc moment arrives. So think över thc matter 
now and kcep a scheme ready, but kcep it to yourself only. İt wıll come handy when you 
shall be called upon to lead Muslims on the lines to be thus laid down. 1 think, it is an 
important matter. 

I hope, by the Grace of God, yoa are ın the enjoyment of sound health. I pray 
God to keep you long with us and crown you with success in the noble work you are doing 
in the cause of İslam. 


Yours sincerely, 
S. M. Zauqj, 


4 





Malabar HilJ, 
Bombay, 

31st January, 1939, 


Dear Mr. 2^uqi, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 23rd January 1939. Thank you for your sug- 
gcsIions l shall certainly bear m my mind. Hoping you are well; with kındest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A, Jinnah. 



* 



Ghauspura, 
Hyderabad (Deccan) 
25th February 1939. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

So the Federation, in its present objeclionabk’ form, is not receiving support 
from the Indians. Thanks to the unwise activjtics of be Congrcss, even Bıkaner and others 
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of that group havc turned agaınst it. Now, somcthı'ng else, be ıt better or worse, shall 
have to take its piace. We ought, therefore, to be soon ready with a suitabie alternatc 
scheme. 


In the meantjme, vve have got to stide thıs mischievous agitation against Indian 
States, ir left unchecked, it is bound to have rcpercııssions in British İndia and create dıs- 
turbances on a huge scale. Hyderabad, at least, will not prove an easy pili to swallow. The 
Congress is openly tryıng to convert the masscs ınto a unruly, undisciplined, rovvdy and 
rebeJlıous mob very difficult to be dcalt wıth by any power that may come into existence. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, in his Ludhiana presidential address, admits that “the only 
thing that counts ultimately is the good of the people**. At the same time, he insists upon 
havıng “full responsıble government’* despıte his obscrvations that the people of the States 
are not “selfreliant and organised and capable of shouldering the burden of theır struggle.'’ 
How can full responsıble government result in the good of the people if the people are 
ıınfit to carry ıt out? 

The most ndıculous part of the show ıs that Pandit Nehru says in most unmis- 
lakablc ternıs that the British Power dommates these States complelely; that the political 
department of the Government of Indıapullsthe strıngs and the puppets dance to the tüne; 
that the local resîdent is the master of the situation; and that the Indian Princes are not 
mdependent, are not free to do what they Iıke. If thaî is the case, why are the poor pnnees 
accused of opposition to the “Reforms”? Wby are they bcıng harassed for not doing what 
they arc not abla to do? Why are the jathas for satiyagraha sent to the Native States and 
not to Simin or Delhi if the root of the cvil lies therc? 

The lust of power—not the good of the people—is responsıble for this utter 
dısregard of Icıgic, reason and common-sense. Theır shockingiy false and di'îgraceful pro¬ 
paganda will not carry them very far. They have adopted wrong course. The conditions 
in Native States arc quilc dıffercnt from those ın British india, In British Tndia, you havc 
to fight for your elemcntary rights, for lıbcrty ın its very ınitial stages. for Jiberty nı theory 
and lıberty in practıce. Whilc ın Indicn States the situation is much advanced in this res- 
pect. Here, you havc merely to fight for liberty m practice.On paper—1 mean so far as trea- 
ties arc coııccrncd Indian Princes have every righttoexcrcise their full sovereign aulhority 
ın theır respectıve states. İf they can not do that, it ıs either due to their own weakness 
or due the selfish and sonietimes cruel intcrfcrence from the “paramount power’*. The 
saner course would have been to h'^Ip these poor Princes out of theır diffıculty and protect 
them agaınst wrong ıntcrference. They arc your countrymen, your own brothers. You 
have got Sy^araJ there aİrcady on papıer. Make it a real Swarai ın practice. Make your bro¬ 
thers, the Indian Princes, de facto rulors över the parts of the coııntry held by them. After 
that only shalı you hc entıtlcd to cxpect reasonable reforms from them. Jt would havc 
provcd a much shorter and easier course.AlI the States would have co-operated with you 
ın your work. To try to revolutionisc the entire system at one stroke, at a time wh'*n you 
are not masters of your own serves in your üwn home. is nothing short of b*'»lsh''vic ınadness 
The country ıs not pKpared for il and does not want it.“Full Responsıble Government’* 
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in not a sure passport to the Utopja vvhfch exı'sts onJy in Nehru's jmagınation and is not 
traceabJe even in the countries wh/ch he blind/y aims at aping. There are nıany Indians 
States vvhich are better governed today than most cf the Cungress provinces in British 
India. The Congress seems to be anxious about dîverting publıc attentjon from its own 
internal dissentions. 

At least, that is one of the scveral thıngs that account for the mad rush towards 
the native states. Thesc views if ventılatcd ın a better and more effeetive form will, I think, 
serve the interests of India. What a pity, the voice of reason is.now-a-days, usually lost 
in the din of mad and meaningless revings. 

I trust, the MusJim Lcague wıH adopt a saner attitude in the matter of the İndian 
States. You can leavc them alonc, The States ınay or may not co-operate \vith you, ıt ıs your 
duty, at ali eventa, to preserve Müslim States and proteet Müslim subjects m Hindu States. 
Teach them to co-operate properly with you ıf Ihey do not know ıt. I am glad you have al- 
ready sent a deputation to look after Muslini interests ın Jaipur. The more sensible class 
of people ın Hyderabad are now anxious to see ıhat iheirs ıs madc an all-India case. I think, 
the Müslim Leaguc, the Jamiatul Ulema, the Congress Muslims and others wıll find 
it a common platform. It w]ll be a nice opporturity for Ibem ali to comc together and work 
in co-operalıon, at least, on this one issue. Perhaps, some decent, non-communal and 
Tcasonable Hindus may also thmk it ıvoıth theır whılp to jom us. If some of the Maulvıs 
and preachers of other camps could be persuaded to take up the cause of Hyderabad with 
a vigour and persistence worthy of the causc it mıgbt also ultimately dnft them away fıom 
the Ctmgrcss, What do you think of it? And what şort of co-operation, in your opınion. 
should be dcmandeıİ of the pcopIe here? After hearıng from you on the subject, I shaJI 
approach responsible quarters here, 

T am afraıd, the Pale- tine Confercnce Wıll fail. What ıs goıng to be ıhe next altcr- 
nalıve for Muslims? Empty threats ceasc to havc cffcet. İt ıs a very delicate questi m whıch 
dcmajids a dctaılcd considerat:on bT-yrc a fuıthtr sltp is taken. I think, jııst as Hyderabad 
furnıshes a meeting gınund for dil the Bııtısh India and indian Muslims, so does 
Palestine, at present. furnısh a conneeting link betwcen indian Muslims and Muslims 
of the rest of the wodd. An isoUted indian outbuı&t vvıll not be very effcctivc, 

Another point wjrthv of Ci>nsidtration ıs the commg census m the year 1941. 
Preparations for it are alrcady afoot The lendeney of the vvorkıng staff—prepondcranlly 
Hindus is to under-estimate the Musîıın and over-estımatc the Hindu population. I know 
it hy pcrsonal rxpericnce. That ı.s why I never attaclı anv împortance to officıal figures. 
Unfortunatcly, these unrclmblc liguros form the basıs of reprcsentatıon. So, if something 
could be done to remedy the evil to any exu'nt it mi?ht ırnprovc matters a bit. I have merely 
touched this sjbucct and not entcfcd int^ detaıls about other thıngs conneeted wıth ıt, 
e g. thü languages spoken, cnumeraıion of non-Hindus and Hmdus, ete. 

Excuse me for having laken so much of your valuable time. I fcit mclincd to 
convey to you a gisi of nıy own reflexions on some of these questions. Ali what I have 
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stated above is what I feel as onc inUrested ia polıtıcs. As a Sufî, let me assure you thdt, 
in spite of ali their faults and weaknesses, the Muslims are going to have a brillîant futurc. 
My rccent Sulistic revelations fully confîrm mc ın what I havc been fceling intuitively for 
some time thatp before long, Tslam \^'iH become the only dominating Torce in the world. 
But that docs nut mean that the Muslıms wj|] not have to make big sacrifices. Of course, 
no sacrifice is too great for it. So, let us take courage and dash on. The present happenings 
in the wor]d only encourage us to push forvvard. 

1 am, at present, seriously thinking of how 1 can be of practical and morc useful 
service to the Müslim League. I havc not yet receıved sufficient light to decide thıs, for me, 
an important îssue; but, I hope, I shall be able to decide it soon. 

Hoping you are \vell; with best wishes and kindest regards. 


« 


Yours sincerely, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


10 Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi, 

2nd March, 1939. 


Dear Mr, Zauqi, 

Many thanks for your letıeı of the 25th Febnıary, 1939. 1 hope that you will de- 
hnitely decide lo servc the AU-lndia Müslim League. Therc is nothing more that 1 can say 
at present. 

Wjth kınd regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 




£>car Mr Jmnah, 


Dhan Mandi, 
Ajmer. 

I5th April, 1940. 


So 1 am Qow in Ajmer and have already started the work. 


When 1 saw you last at Lahore, 1 sugge^ted to you the desirabihty of your paying 
a visit 10 AJmef—the *'Mecca of India*’. On my arrival here, 1 am glad to find the Muslims 
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here quite enthusiastıc about inviting you to this place as early as possıble. I shall feel 
obliged if you let me know the dates which will süit you to come and stay here for at 
least a couple of days so that necessary arrangements be made for your reception and a 
formal invitation sent to you. 


Another point worıh mention is that as a result of Congress mıschîet, section 
144 ıs in force here for 10 days ending on the 20th inst. So ıhe local Muslims wıll not be 
able to hold partition day mectıngs on the 19th. If permitted, they wıll hold such meetings 
on the 21st. The President of the Provincial League has alrcady wntten to the All-India 
Secretary on the subject. 


Muslims here propose convening a polıtıcal conference when you come. I shall 
send you the promised book later on. Pleasc send mc an early reply. 

With kmd regards, 

Yours smccrciy, 
S. M. Zauqı. 

* * • 


Mount Pleasant Road» 
Malabar HılI 
Bombay. 

19th Apnl, 1940. 

Dear Mr, Zauqı, 

I receıvcd your letter of the 15th Apnl and thank you for it, As to my vısıting 
Ajuıeı 1 cannot fıx up at preseni. If sec, 144, bcing enforced you cannot hold the mecimg 
on the I9th you may hold it on the 2ist and try to make ıt a success. 

Wıth kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


+ ♦ ♦ 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll, 

Bombay. 

7th September, 1940 

Dear Mr. Zauqi 

I am reccıpt of your notes and commcnts on Prince Syed Halım Pasha's essay. I 
shall lead Lhcnı vvıth very greaı intere^t. 
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I am sorry that ıt is not possiblc for mc to say whcn I wıll be able to go to Ajmer, as 
you know I am fullup with one thıng or othcr but let us hopc that the day is not far when 
I may be able to visıt Ajmer. 


Yours sincerely, 

M. A. Jinnah. 


« 



Dhan Mandi, 

Ajmer. 

3rd June, J941. 


Dcar Mr Jinnah, 

1 had bccn to Mndras for the last scssions of the Ali India Müslim League, svhere 
l also wantcd to havc a long cliat wıth you on some imporlant mattcrs, but your ıllness 
and mine (1 also fcll ıll immcdıatcly aftcr the sessions) came m the way. I thcn left for Bom¬ 
bay to awaıt >ûur rcturn but your return was delaycd and the Hindu-Muslîm tcnsion took 
a senous turu, so I had to return homc disappointcd. 

As adviscd by you and as I alrcady statcd m a prevıous letter, 1 joined the Müslim 
League and have since takcn up the work in right earnest. 1 am president of my Primary 
Lcaguc here, Vıcr-Presıdeııt of the Distnet and aho of the Provjnctal Müslim League, and 
a mcrtıbcr of the CouncıJ of the Ali İndıa Müslim League. But, 1 am sorry, 1 am not fuliy 
satısfîed with my würk. I can do only as much as the prevaiJing loca! condıtions permıt and, 
to bc frank, the local condıtions arc very dıscouraging. The Muslıms here are dıvided into 
façtıons and ihcy kcep on conslanily hghting evcıı lo ihc detriment of the Müslim cause 
The dıseasc has bccome chronıc and ordınary pcrbuation does not have anyeffect. Unusudl 
tact and oııtsıJc ınhucncc may ımprove the sıtuatıon. İt was one of rhe sevcral matters 
l wanTcd to spcak to you about. Is ihcrc any lıkchhood of ynur vısit lo us m the ımmcdiate 
futurc? The Sıatc Müslim Lcaguc, as you alrcady know, is holding a session here in 
the end of July. What do you ihinkof ihc ıdca of holding a mceting of the Council of the 
Ali India Müslim Lcaguc at Ajmer at the time? 

As to my othcr actıvıtics, l fry lo come ın contact wıthınen of lightand leaming 
whn comc m largc numbers from ali parts of India to this spıntual centre of tne MusJim 
India and I try Tc öpen thcir cycb to the nceds of the hour. Thank God, I am havıng good 
succcss m it. I am also President of the local Secral Commıtlec and am very parlıcular 
about sceir.g that the Secrut co-operates wıth the League ın ali matters. I wi£»h the League, 
the Seerut, and the Klıaksars could be amalgamated into one Grand Whole—the League 
to look aftcr the political work, th>“ Seerut to do ihc social rcconstruction and economıcal 
uplifl, and the Rhaksar:» (rather a dıfficult body to be brought round) to do the work wherQ 
physical cxcrtion ıs nccded. 



I got a printed letter the other day from Dr. Abdul Latif of Hyderabad asking 
jTiy vîews on his new idea of rapprochement. I enclose herewith for your perusal a copy 
of my reply to hiın. 

Very diffîcult times are ahead of us and wc arc not yet fully equjpped to shoulder 
our responsibılities. I am very sorry I had no occasion to dıscuss matters with you. I only 
pray, God may give us light, strength and courage and rnay lead us on. 

I hope, by the Grace of God, you are now quîte hale and healthy. 

With best wıshes and prayers for your success. 


Yours since re ly, 
S. M. Zauqi. 



* 


« 


Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar Hill. 

Bombay 
2lst June, 1941. 


J>ar jMr. Zauqi. 

I am m recoİpt of your letter of the 3rd of June 1941, together With a copy of the 
Jeıter addressed by you to Dr. Latif. I am glad you are taking very keen interest now in the 
organisatıon of the All-India Müslim League at Ajmcr. Yes, we must have patience to 
gu on stcadily. As to my coming to Ajrner in ıhe near future it ıs not possible. Of course, 
1 do not approve of the different Müslim organisations. It is a sign of vveakncss and I entirely 
agree with you that Seerat and the Khaksars shouJd work as members of the Müslim League 
under ore flag and one platform, Unıty among the Musaknans and construetive programme 
is the urgent nred of tlıe moment. But 1 fceJ confident that we shalJ succecd, Patience fir- 
mness and determination ıs ali that is required and most of the dıihcultıes wıll soon disap- 
peaı. 


Wıth very kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 
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Dhan Mandi, 

Ajmer. 

20th December, 1941. 

Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

Fazlu] Haq's fnends have been writîna to theır friends in Ajmer applauding his 
recent move and trying to wın över the people to his side. These letters have had no effect 
but, it is possıble, sirnilar letters have been addre^sed to people elswehere. Sû it seems 
the man is bent upon further mischief. İt should be checked in time. İt is the duty of the 
Bengal Muslims to prove to the outside worId that Fazlul Haq is not Bengal and Bengal 
is not Fazlul Haq. İt is good that he has been expelled from the Leaguc and his treachery 
exposed. A proclaimed cnemy loses much of his power of mischief. False ‘*frtends" prove 
more dangerous. DifTîcult tımes are ahead of us and we have to be very careful. It is time 
that we looked round and undertook a wholesale purge. Quahty is more valuable than 
quantıty. While on the one hand we should eliminate undesirables from amongst us on 
the other hand we should sımultancously try to become so strong and aU-pervading as 
to makc it impossıblc for sclf-secking hypocntes or fooK to go astray. We must have a 
small commıllec of workcrs to kecp an all-round vıgil and scc that our component parts 
in ali the different provınccs in India are in proper workıng order. If there alrcady exists 
such a commJttcc it has not madc ıtsclf fek yet 

Despite the scrıous threat to which îndia has become exposed as a result of forcıgncrs’ 
sınistcr sclhshness and grecd, no solution of the present dıfhculties has come in sight. Stray 
indıviduals have started spccch-making with grand-molherly advicc to Indians to forget 
thcir fueds and present a common front to the enemy Do they rcally believe that speeches 
and statements are cnough to solve ihc problem? The Government docs not budgc an ineh. 
The Hmdus are as adamant as ever, Poor Muslims have already been giviıtg more than 
theır proportionate due, Yet Hindus are being patted at every step and Muslims snubbed. 
Disregarding the detached and unconcerned attitude of the government, if we arc to look 
afieı ihe interests of our own counlry during the present emergeney, ıt ıs for the majoniy 
|>arty to come rorward and dcclarc what sacnhces they are prepared to make in the causc 
of thcir mother-lcınd. It looks very ludicrous when Hindu communalists come for\vard 
to prcach against communalism and throw blame on otJıers. 

Please accept my hcarty and sincerc greetıngs on the occasion of your forthcoming 
birthday.I wish you a very happy birtbday and prayGod that yon may have many happier 
binhdays to cqjoy. Muslims want you to live for a long time. Your life ıs so precious to 
thcın. 


Wiıh kindest regards 


Yuurs sincerely, 
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S. M. Zauqi, 



Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HiU. 

Bombay. 

3rd January, 1942. 


Dear Mr. Zauqi, 

I am in receıpt of your Letter of the 20th of December 1941 and I am sorry I was 
not able to reply earlîer. I was so busy at Nagpur and I have just retumed to Bombay. 

Many thanks for your good vvishes. I am glad that the machinations of Mr. Fazlul 
Haq’s fricnds have had no elTcct in Ajmer. 1 am glad that the Musalmans are now beginning 
to understand. Knowlcdge, understanding and discîpline are elementary qualiâcations 
before a nation can do anything big. 1 am sure we are on the path of progress, which I 
feel conhdent, wıll continue unabated. 

\Vith best of wishes, 


Yours siocerely, 
M. A. Jinnah, 


« * * 


Dhan Mandi, 

Ajmer. 

İst Moharram 1361. 
19th January 1942. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Thanks for your letter of the 3rd instant. 

fhis happen^ to be the hrst day of the Müslim New Year .so T vvish you a happy 
New Year and many happier years in tlıo futurc. 

Yuur excellent, comprehensıve and illuminative speech at Nagpur deserves a 
wider cırculation, in a dccent pamphlet foım, not «mly m India but also m England and 
U.S.A. Although we do not çare what people in EngLand and America think of us, it wi]l 
look betler if we leı the world knovf our case coiTcctly and cleariy. 

The only thing whiclı torments rae is the present inaetivity of Muslims. Just look 
at the extensive scale on which our other countryraen are preparing for the Corning events, 
whtle Muslims are sittıng with folded hands starıng at one another. Perjodical outbursts 
of spectacular demonstrations aro ali right as far as they go but unless backed by solid 



work they cannot carry us vcry far. We are badly jn nced of a sufficient number of earnest 
vvorkcrs, a bclter managed propaganda, and a closer aliround vigil. Arc you quıte sure 
we have no othcr Fazlul Haqs ready to turn tail at the Icast temptation? I suggest that 
vve have a committec of three compctcnt memhers tü remain constantly on tour from place 
to place and provjnce to province watchıag Jocal conditions, ınspccting local work, in- 
fusjng thc right spırit into the masscs, and hciping to bnng about co-ordinstion, harmony, 
and honest work. 7'he National Guard ıs the cryıpg nced of the moment. The worJd is 
moving very fast. Others are acting vigoroulsy according to theır own lights. We cannot 
alTord to lag bchınd. Despitc the most cncouraging fact of the phenomenal rise of the 
Müslim League in so short a fime, wc have to do a lot before the desired success becomes 
possible. 


>Vıth kindest rcgards. 


* 


* * 


Yours sincereLy, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


Mount Plcasant Road, 
Malabar Hıll. 

Bombay. 

27th January 1942. 


Dcar Mr. Zauqi, 

Thanks for your letter of the İ9th. and for your good wıshcs. Ycs. T agree with you 
that wc arc badly in nced of a sufficient number of ı arnesl workers, a b ıtcı’ managed 
propıvganda and a closer all-round vıgı , Let us work and make our contrıbutıon vvhalever 
wo can, and l am sure that the Musalmans wıll not be vvanting or Jaggıng behınd. 

Wıth kınd regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah 


Lakhan Kothi, 
Ajmer. 

2nd October, İ942. 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

Somctımc back î wrote to you to Bombay about thc serious ıliness I had since 
my return from AJhıhabad in Apnl last. 1 hope you got that letter as it was sent by regis- 



tered post. Scarcely had I recovered from that iJIness when, about three weeks back, I 
got an attack of paralysis whıch paralysed the left haJf of my body and has confined me 
to bed again. Fortunately, in the opınion of my doctor, the attack is not so dangerous 
and he expects a speedy recovery. I am dictatıng to Ihfc lypıst thîs letter from my sick bed. 

Thank God, my brain contınues normal. I have been closely watching events 
and am viewıng with satisfactıon and pridc the actıvitics of the Müslim League. Your 
Working Commıttee Resolutions quıte ali right: but the world we have to dcal with is not 
ali right. At oresent, it is no better than a lımatıc asylum. I am afraid, in the terms of the 
Resolutıon, we shall soon have to reconsider the situation. Reason and common sense, 
justice and fair-play have disappeared from the majör portion of the woTİd, otherwise, 
there would have been no war or the vvar would have taken a dıfferent course. When the 
lower self trıes to take the place of God, when self-woTship becomes the raging passion 
of the day, disorder and dısintegration must follow. Justice then demands ıts enforcement 
in the interest of the hıımnity at large. 

By the way, force is a necessary element in maintenance of the world. Take it- 
away and the entire machinary of the creatıon wjJJ come to a stand-stilJ. Like every other 
thıng, FORCE is nobie, angelıc and constructıve when used rightly and demonical, brüte 
and deslructive whcn used vvrongiy. 

That was merely by Ihe way. 

What an ordinary Musitm reabses today is that İslam is not a spent force some 
take ıt to be, It is as much alivo as ever and will önce more prove a blessing to mankind. 
It will be the fînaî arbıtratur for the lütımate unıversal worId peace. It alonc will do that. 
No other movemont is oapable of doing it. The inferiority complex which sometıraes un- 
nerved Indian Muslims is göne. The Müslim is a cosmopolite —a Citizen of the world—and 
has a very sacred duty to perform. In whatcver part of the world he happens to be, he 
cannot be prevented from takıng a leading part in the affairs of the world only if he is 
prepared foı the necessary sacnfice';. Hındus, in their preseiıt delusion, wıll never come 
to terms with us. The Brıtrsh, for reasons welI-known to ali, will never wıllmgly give us 
vvhat wc ^ant. The time for taiks, understandings and compromises is past. Death with 
honour is poîferable to life with disgracc. Our future is enlırely in our hands and we have 
only our G'kİ to depend upon. Wc are fully confident of our future, If we are waitıng for 
time and tide it does not mean arc apathetıc or inaetive. 


At kast, that is the way in which Muslıms g‘înerally view the situation. We know 
vvhat vve want. Everbody knows it. We have declarcd ıt in most unmistakable terms and 
what we have derlared is the irreducible miıırmum. The only qu;stıon that now anses 
11 how to get what we want. In a world full of uucertamtıes and at a time when condi- 
lions are changmg so rapidly, when the future is in ihe dark and no body can, confidently 
say what is coming next, ıt would be folly to vvaste time and cn^rgy m venturing upon 
detailed sehemes and dehnite programmes. We do not know >Arhat vve shall have to do and 
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what şort of situations wıll arise. But two things of practical value are of utmost impor- 
tance at the preseni juncture:- 

1. We should ali come together under one banner. That we are already doing 
with sufTîcicnt cnthusiasm. 

2. We should rapidly conserve ali our strength and be prepared for ali even- 
tualıtics. This we are not doing to the extent needed. Aftcr fulfîlling thesetwo conditions, 
we shall bo perfectly justihcd in simply waitıng and watching. Wc are doing the same else- 
where. What a pity my health does not allow me to travel upto you and have a frec chat. 
>Vjth prayers for your success and with the kindest of regards. 


Yours sinccrely, 

S. M. Zauqî. 


* 


* 




10, Aurangzeb Road, 
Ncw Delhi. 

3İst October, 1942. 


Dear Zauqi, 

{ did reccivc your prcvious letter dated ihe 2nd of Oelober, and l am cKtremcIy 
sorry that l coukl not rcply as my Sccretary was down and I had to suddenly leave for Agra. 
1 only returned last nıght. Let me teli you that 1 rcad your letter vvith very gr^at interest, 
and l am cxtrcmcly sorry to hear of your ilincss. As a matter of fact your letter was to 
be replied amung others, but owing to the unfortunate cırcumstances 1 could not do it. 
I pray that you are betler now, and wıH bc soon ali right. 


Yours sincerelv, 
M. A. Jinnah. 





« 


L.akhan Kothı, 
Ajmer. 

2nd April, 1943. 


Deaı Mr. Jinnah, 

The follosving report has been received froın the neighbouring Kotah State:- 
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A day after the Hol i festival, Congress-minded Hindus, about two thousand 
m number, weııt rouad in a procession through ali the roads, streets and lanes of the town 
of Kotah shouting provocating slogans, abusing Muslıms, the Holy Prophet, İslam, the 
Müslim League and the Quajd-i-Azam. They clımbed up the roof of a house and töre 
the Müslim League dag liying there. They bchavcd in such a provocative manner that 
coınmunal dısturbance broke out w]th the result that, according to the reports received 
so for, two Muslims were kıUed and about fiftecn Muslims sentto the hospital as wounded. 
This was followed by a curfew order under which Muslims are stili prohibited from entering 
mosqucs evcn for Prayers. The poliçe and the military are in control of the town. Mus- 
hms aıe being persecuted everywhere in the town. Policemen enter private dwellings 
of Muslims and beatthem mercılcssiy. Indiscriminate arrests are being made—150 Muslims 
have so far been arrested while from among the aggressive party only about 30 or 40 Hindus 
have been arrested. Further details are awaited. 


VVhat should be done in the matter? 


Yours sincerely. 


S. M. Zauqi. 


* 


* 


* 


10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

6th April, 1943. 


Dear Mr. Zauqi, 

I am in receıpt of your leiter of the 2nd ınstant with regard to the Kotah affair 
and ıny attention has been dra\>A already and the matter is recciving my careful consi- 
dcratıon. We have already taken up tbn matter in hand. 


Thanking you. 


Yours Sincerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


4 « * 
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Lakhan Kothi, 
Ajmer. 

26th May 1943. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

1 have been told that a hıstory of the Müslim League is in course of preparation 
under your supervision. As 1 am in possession of some important facts closcly connected 
wıth the OTİgın of the League 1 send them on to your hcrewıth for your private informa- 
tion—not for publication. You will see that they are not suitable for publication m the form 
presented. You may, ıf you like, use them in your own way when necessary. 1 hope, they 
wjlL interest you. You vvill not find these facts anywherc else. 1 am the onJy one left who 
knows anything about them. Ali the others who took part in the epoch-making drama 
have göne to the other side of the grave. 1 may folİow them soon. So I have hastened to 
put them iıı black and vvhite and despatched them on to you to be preserved. These facts 
vv'ill throw light on the condıtions that prevaıled thirty to forty years ago. They wıll teli 
you the şort of work wc had to do, the şort of people we had to deal wıth, the şort of obs- 
tacles we had to encounter, and the şort of dırcct and indircct government supervision 
we had to contcnd with. You wıll also know the relation ın which I stond to the League 
and the part I piayed in its formatıon. I am perhaps the oldest brick in the institutîon. 
But that is not at ali important. I never work for recognition or reward from anybody 
in this world. I never soughr the lime-light. 1 hnd pleasure in silent and unostcntatious 
work. 


Thank God, our League today is quıte dıfıerent from the baby born at Dacca 
thirty-stx years ago. Who can have grcaler pleasure than I to see our baby grow in strength 
m such a wonderrul manner'^ May God guıdc and lead us to the final goal. 


I have not yet had your opınion about my thesis:—“New Scarch-lıghı on Vedıc 

Aryans'’. 


’NVith best wıshes 


Yours sıııcerely, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


confidential 

Secret HJstory of Origıa of ihc Müslim League 

The circunı.stanccs vvhich dıreclly brought the Müslim League into existcnce, 
about thırty-sıx years ago, have remained a scalcd book to many and form an unwrittcn 
ehapter in the history of political enslavement of Müslim İndıa. 



The story starts with the arrival in India of King George V, as Prince of Wa]es, 
in 1905-6. Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales landed in Bombay 
on the 2İst. November 1905, and, after a tour of four months in Tndia and Burma, boarded 
the steamer at Karachi on the 21st, March 1906. The RoyaJ Tour arrangements were 
personally made by the then Viceroy, Lord Curzon, whose eye for dctaîls was one of his 
strong points and whose lovc of oriental pompandpageantry hadalmost become prover- 
bial. That is why this Royal Tour was far grander and much more magnificent than the 
one which followed it when Edward, as Prince of Wales,caıne to India and was boycotted 
by the Khilafat and the Congress. Lord Curzon also loved the Press and in his Delhi Coro- 
nation Durbar of 1903, as well as in the Indian tour of the Prince of Wales in 1905-6, he 
assigned to the Press a prominent place. Europeaıı and Indian Press Representatives were 
invited tc travel with the Prince at Government expense. A speeıal train wıth comfortable 
first class saloons was set aside for them, and the Railway Board, över and above that, pre- 
sented them with all-India railway passes authorising them to travel throughout the length 
and breadh of India, to enablc foreign eotrespondents to sce the country. Lord Curzon 
did not like the Prince to know that Indians were treated as inferjor beings, so he kept 
Indian and Foreign Press Representatives on the pame scale. Six Indian Press Representatives 
were selected to travel with the Prince. I happened to be one of them I was then Editör 
of the “Alhaq”— the only Müslim Anglo-Smdhı IVeekJy of Sind. I was then known as 
plain Mr. Syed Mohammed (‘Zauqi’ is an after addition; in fact, it is a title given to me by my 
Spıritual Shcikh; subsequenüy, it overshadowed my real name). The follovving were the 
ûther fivo Indian Representatives:— 


(.1) Mr. Abdul Aziz of the '‘Observer*’, Lahore. 

(2) Mr. K. P. Chatlerji of the “Tribüne”, Lahore. 

O) Mr. U. N. Sen of Bengal. 

(4) Mr. Mapilay of Madras (Indian Christian). 

(5) Mr. Muneherji of Quetta (Parsi). 

Mr. Abdul Aziz of the “Observer”, subsequcntly left joumalısm, entered govern- 
ment service, becamc a Superintendent of the C T.D. branch of the Poliçe, plaoed in charge 
of the Press Department, condueted a number of press prosecutions, received a Khan 
Bahadurship, retired on pension and is now dead. But when travellıng with the Prince 
he was all right and worked with me most encrgcticalJy for the woirare of Muslims. 

Wt: Morked together and wc utılisod the opportunity to the best of our ability. 
We tried to meet ali surts of MusIıms andtalked with people of various shades of opinion. 
To economise- lime, we caught hold o\ a leadmg man at every station and asked him to invite 
the rest of the Muslims of the town to tea, dinner, or a party, to enable us to see them 
all in the short time at our disposal. The idea was to find out what we Ihink and what they 
think on matters of common interest and nhether, in our column, we ventilatc our own views 
or the vjcws of the Müslim public. 


In duc course (Febfuary 1906), "vve reached Hyderabad-Dcccan and there, one 
Üne morning, we gave a cali to Nawab Imadulmulk Maulvi Syed Husain Balgrami. In 



coıırse of conversation, he drew his chair close to us and whispered into our ears the anaious 
queTy whether we had been doing anything useful for the nation or were merely cnjoying 
dinners and reccptions. We told him what we had been doing. He asked what did wc flnd. 
We said, nothing but disappointmcnt. The picture was very gloomy. The old and the young 
are both dîssatisfied with thcir doom. The old are growling and gnımbling intheir own placcs, 
while the young are about to revolt against the authority of the Aligarh group of leaders. 
They say thcy had so far been dancing to the tüne of their leaders and the govemment. 
They weTe asked not to join the Congress and they kept away frotn it. They were asked 
to remain loyal to the govemment and they havc been passing lesolutions after resolutions 
of loyalty in their meetings. They were asked not to spread agjtation and not to ventilate 
their gricvances publicly and though they have been recevîng kieks after kieks, like good 
boys, they havc been keeping quiet. When they had less of the westem education they 
wcre more respeeted. The more their advancement in ‘modem leaming' the greater their 
fail. Their percentagc in govemment Services has been steadily on the dceline. Thcre was 
a time when three Müslim judges graced the Indian High Courts—Mr. Mahmood ın Allah- 
abad, Mr. Amir Ah in Calcutta, and Mr. Badnıddîn Tyebji in Bombay. Today (1906 
A.D.) with a larger number of graduates, pleaders, barristers and civilianSp not a single 
Müslim has been found capable of occupying a judge’s seat in any of the High Coıırts 
in İndıa. Just look at the way in which Muslims have been ignorcd and pushed back in 
affairs conneeted with the present RoyaJ Tour. Take the instance of Madras where a reception 
committcc was formed consisting of a Hindu, a Müslim, and an Indian Christian, to make 
preparatîons for the royal rcoeption. Before leavmg Madras, the Prince want<xl to sce the 
members of the reception committeo to thank them for the grand rcception they arranged. 
The Hindu and the Indian Christian were presented to the Prince, whilc the poor Müslim 
was subtIy side-tracked, deputed to do some other important work at the time and not 
aUowed to go to the Prince, Muslims are not only ignorcd bul are being systematically 
entshed, Young Muslims are furious över ali this and are seriously thinking of going över 
to the Congress in dehance of Üıeır leaders. Wc went on like that for a long time and took 
leave of the Navvab. 

The same evrning we wcTe inviced at the Nizam Club to a dinner in honour of 
Maulana Hali. Wc reached thcre a littio before time and were stroJling in the compound 
garden when a carriage suddetıly entered and Nawab İmadulraulk stepped out. He came 
to us direct, took us by hand, dragged us to a side room, bolted the doors and began to 
talk in vshispers. I do not caactly remember his ovoı word5 after such a long lime but he 
said sümething to the rollüwing effect:- 

"Just after you left this rnorning. I reoeived an invitation to tea for the afler-noon 
from Sır Walter Lawrencc (Chief of ıhc StafT of the Prince of Walcs). We have been very 
old fnends. Whilc he waa Lord Curzon’s Private Secretary I was member of the Viceroy's 
CounciJ and wc were together at Simla. When 1 went to him this after-noon he asked mc 
about the preseni condıtions of the country. You fiery young men put a spark into me this 
moming amJ it kept on raging withinme throughout the day. I unburdened myself before 
Sir Walter and told himevery word of what you said and something more which 1 know 
and you hnow not. I CoU him frankIy Chat our young men are getting out of hands. Don*t 
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ask us to control them ualcss you at önce changc your policy. Sir WalteT told me they wen 
perfectly justiAed in their attitude and government were certainly wrong in ignoring thom. 
But it is never too late to mend. Do not let them join the Congress. They wili suffer if they 
do that. Let them start a political organîsation of their own and fight out their battie in- 
dependent of the Congress. I assure you» government will give them every possible sup- 
port, provided that you keep control över the organisation. 1 said Nizam Government 
Rules preclude me from taking part in politics. He said, let a big man, e.g. the Aga Khan, 
be its presidcnt merely for show. It is the secretary who does the main work, Controls and 
guides. You be the secretary and if your State Rules do not allow you that let a nominal 
secretary take that office and you do the real work behind the screen. If you do not do that 
Muslims will get crushed between two mill-stones. I promised to think över the matter. 
He waated to know the result before he left İndia so that hc might see that proper ins- 
tructîons were communicatcd to the Viceroy. 

''Incidentally Sir Walter Lawrence told me that the present government were very 
angr>' with the Congress on account of some of its recent objeetionable activities and you 
will very soon flnd them taking some actlon to undertime the solidarity of the Congress.” 

(My Sote :—That aetion tumed out to be the pandemonium brought about 
in the Surat sessîon of the Congress in which some heads and chairs were broken, 
a Deccani shoe came reelîng över the head of Sir Pheroze Shaw Mehta, the pre¬ 
sidcnt, the shoe beıng aftertvards identîhed as that of Tilak» and the Congress 
was split up into moderates and extremisfs. But the Hindus soon aftenvards made 
it up and the aetion of the government did not succeed in sapping the mstitution.) 

Nawab Imadulmulk then asked our advice as to what should be done next. He 
said:—“You are fiery young people. You set me ablaze and I like a fool brought this heavy 
responsibılity upon my old slıouldeiTı,” 

1 Incd to cool him down a bit and said:—“Thcrc is no reason for alarm. Nothing 
to wGrry about. Something wıil have to be done. İf you do nothing young men wi[l do what 
you may not üke and then you will nutbe abie to curb them. From here the Prince goes to 
Benares. From Benares hc goes to the Terai Forest for a fortnight on a shooting trip. 
We shall have a holıday durnıg that fortnight. From his shoot-trip he goes straight on to 
Aligarh in the middle of March (1906). At Aligarh you expect a huge gathering of Muslims 
from ali parts of Indıa. They have been invited there for the occasion. My frlend, Mr. Abdul 
Aziz, will wriie to his friends in the Punjab men like Shah Din and Mohammed Shafî» 
not to miss the occasion as important matters were to be discussed and decided. 1 shall 
do the same with my friends in other parts of fndia and both of us >vill excrcise our in- 
fluence in getting as many important men together as possible. We shall be at Aligarh 
a rew days ahead of rhe Pnnee. You do the same. And when the people we want get there 
we shall meet together and discuss matters m camera, The Nawab approvcd of the idca 
very much. “But then", l continued, “you have got to do something very important before 
we discuss the matter with others. You alone can do it. You have got to wjn Aga Khan 
and Nawab MohsinuJ Mülk to your side. We know our people fuJI welJ. If these two gentJe- 
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men oppose an idea the rest of them arc bound to oppose it and nothing wl11 come out 
of the meeting. Aga Khan ha& leanings towards the Congress. He is not in favour of 
Muslims starting a scparate pilitical orgnisation of their own. He thJnks it is better to have 
one cnemy than to have two. If you isolate yourself that way you wiiJ have to fight agamst 
both, the govemment and the Hindus. As forNawab Mohsinul Mülk, he is dehnitely of the 
opinion that the glare of politics and the charm of novelty will dazzle the masaes away 
from the Aligarh educationa] institulion and the M.A.O. College wjll lose its present popu- 
larity; that the Muslims are not yet suflfîcîently educated and are fîrebrands by temperament 
and on that account it would not be advtsable to introduce politics into the Müslim mas- 
ses; and that the tragedy of 1857 should not be lost sight of. He Ihinks even now the govern- 
ment are not so much afraid of the Hindus as of the Muslims. He is of the opinion that 
only a selected few of the Muslims should form themselvcs ınlo a şort of a defence asso- 
ciation and work secrclly for the polılical emancipation of Muslims.” 

Nawab Imadulmulk pondercd över the subject for a while, put me some more 
questions and ultımately decıdcd to bc at Aligarh fıve days before the Prince and try to 
brlng both of them round, as Aga Khan would bc there too. 

Here I may menlion an incident whıt;h puzzicd nıc. Aftcr finishing Benares since 
I had a fortnight's holiday, I wcnt to Bombay for a wcek and 5aw Sir Pheroze Shaw Mchta. 
Wc kncw cach othrr and in those days whcn I wcnt to Bombay I invariabfy saw him. İn course 
of convcrsutîon, whılc we werc ali alonc, he toJd me:—“You Mohaınmedans arc about 
to have a Congress of your own. Thcrc is no reason why you should not have it. You shaJI 
have my sympathy and supporl. But 1 teli you onc thing. Rcmcmber it wcij. Younnoderales 
will be our cxlromists. You wıll gıvc a lot of trouble to the govemment and the Hmdus. 
1 shall bc glad of il”. T did not say anything m reply. But I fclt a bit embarrassed and could 
not concİude vvhether he rcally kacw anything about it jr mcrely tricd to pump me out. 

Wc reuchcd Atıgaih fıvc duys ahcad of the occasion. Wıthin lıalf an houı nf our 
urrival Ihcro Ndwab Imadulmulk entered my tent, lold mc hc had becn Icjı days alıead of 
the occasioD, and gavc mo the tıJjngs that hc had converted both of them. 

To makc the long story short, the proposed mecimg took placc in camera and 
wc ali dccıded to have a polıtical organısatiun of our own. Then came the question of 
hûw to procccd. One of the geııtlemen present said that sometîme back Nawab Vıqarul 
Mülk started a polıljcai organısatıon and callcd it Müslim Ledguc. Allhough it never wcnt 
beyond paper and had not becn heard of since long, present rclatjons between Nawab 
Mohsinul Mülk and Nawab Viqarul Mülk werc a bit strained and the latter mlght mis- 
contnıe the proposed step as an act of aniagomsm agamst him. The matter wds serious, 
so it was dccided on the proposal of Nawab Mohsinul Mülk hımsclf that a dcputatîon 
bo first sent to Nawab Vıqarul Mülk wıth a request to enrol ali of us as members of his 
Müslim League if it functıoncd. If ic had ccascd to exist, let hım and others of his following 
join the association we propose to start, The deputation was nominated and asked to re- 
port within a sprc/fıed time. After this we ali dispersed. 



It was at this time that talk about thc desirability of starting a “Müslim Congress" 
became widespread and different schemes of carying merits began to be hatched in dîderent 
quarters. The spade work was stili on when a God-sent opportunîty arrived and news came 
of the impending Minto-Morley Reforms. Nawab Mohsinul Mülk utilized the opportunîty 
and as a stepping stone in the dîrection of permanent establi&hment of the proposed political 
association, he at oncc started organizing a Müslim Deputation lo wait upon Loıd Minto. 
He worked with lightning speed. Nawab Imadul Mülk drafted the Memorial. Both the 
Nawabs received private assurances that thc Viceroy's reply wouId be sympathetic. So the 
whole thing was done very sccretly for fcar of thc Hindu prcss whosc howls might spoil 
the atmospheıe and the Viceroy might be compellcd to become cautious in his reply. The 
publjc knew of the Deputation only at the eleventh hour and the contents of the Memorial 
bccame known only after thc Aga Khan had rcad it. 


Here again an ıncident took place which is woTth mention. Before thc eleventh 
hour arrived and the people knew anythîng about the Deputation. 1 went to Dombay on 
a private business of mine. There I happencd to come aeross Mr. Gokhalc. Hc told me every- 
thing about thc proposed Deputation and gavc methe contents of thc memorial drafted 
by Navv^ab Imadulmulk. I asked him bluntly if hc has a spy in the Müslim camp. He told 
me he recicved a copy of the address ofRcialIy from thc Viceroy. Hc was a member of the 
Viceroy’s Council and the Viceroy must consult him before giving a reply to tho address. 

To retumto our story, the Simla Deputation was considercd lo be a grand success. 
Muslims feit electrificd. Poor souls, they countcd upon thc Viceroy’s reply as a very great achie- 
vement. Nawab Mohsinul Mulk’s stroke proved mastcrly and the rcsult was that after the 
sittings of the next Mohammedan Educational Conference at Dacca thc Müslim League 
was formally inagugurated with Mawab Viqarul Mülk in the chair. 

The subsc'mcnt hıstory of thc carly days of the League, mutual bickerings of 
the rival partjes in İT, lug of wdr betvveen the Puııjab and thc Aligarh groups to capturc it, the 
coming jn and going out of Ali imam, Juals between Mohammed Ali and Mohammed 
Shah, and the counticss other hurdles that had to be cncounlered in initial stages arc mat- 
ters of common knowledge and necd not be dilated upon here. But it shouM be noted that 
the rcal fcundation of thc Müslim Leaguc was laıd dunng the “private conversation” 
of Nawab Imadulmulk and Sir Wa!ier Lawrencc. The government had a hand in it as they 
had a hand m the manguration of the Congress. The carly workers of the League were 
eıUircly in thc hands of ihp govemment. Thank God, the League today ıs quJtc different. 

It is mere indepcncent and more povverful and represents the entirc Müslim population of 
our sub-continent. It no longer suffers from internal dissensions and intemecınc quarrels 
betvvcea rival parties. Il has become a solid body of Müslim opinion ard aetion and even 
our cnemıes admit that it has become a power in the land. Dut the policy of the govem- 
ment, unfortunately, remains unehanged. The ianguage changcs but the policy docs not. 


Dated Ajmer, 

The 25th May. 1943 


S. M. Zauqi. 



Lakhan Kothi, 
Ajmer. 

19th August, 1943 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Allow me to congratulate you from the very bettom of my heart on your mîr- 
aculous escape. 1 thank the Almighty for His very great Mercy and Kindness shown to ali 
of us and I camestly pray Tor your very long and energetic life. I wanted to writB to you 
carlicr but my prcsent iiJness came ın the way. Besides, the excjtment of the moment was 
not conducive to a correct appreciatîon of the observations I want to make in this con- 
nection. 


We are exceptionally fortunatc in bcing looked aftor by God who is nearer to us 
than we can imagıne, takes very deep interest in us, and speaks to us in His own way. He 
spoke to us through the incidcnt of the 26th July to the foHûwing elfect:— 

J. Your Qjaid-i-Azam is a gıft to you for somc time onIy. He is bound to return 
some day to his Original Home—even though that day may come ten years, twenty years, 
OT cven hfty years after. WiU you then stop your work and revert to the dı&gracefuJ condi- 
tion of fivü or seven years back? WüTk, of univcrsal emancipation and service to İslam should 
not sufler through ındivjdual cxist. The blakest day for Muslims was the onc on which 
the Holy Prophet was taken away from them. But İslam contınucd to hourish. Takc lesson 
from hıstoıy, wakc up, look sharp, equip yourselves wcll for the work before you and 
bc not deterred by anything Jn your onward ınarch. 

2. The natıon should become more vıgılant and careful and should wûrk morc 
fırmly to proteet tlıc person of the Guaid-ı-Azam and as hc now belongs to the nation 
hc shall submit to the will of the nation in thıs matter. 


3. The man accuscd of Ihc heinous offcncc ıs a so-calied Müslim. It should 
open your eyes to the danger of having hypocrîtes in your rank and file. Thcy are bound to 
grovv wjth the growıng sircngth of the Müslim League. Thcy are a serious danger to you than 
your open encmics. Thcy only waıt for opportunıty. VVisdom lıcs in forestallmg them. A 
whoJesalc purge is nccdcd. Hunt them out, try to reform them, failing which eliminate them 
and deprıve them of thcır powcr of mischicf. Do not bc afraid of reducıng your percentage 
in census reports. A handful of sinccrc workers should bc preferable to an army of hypocrı- 
Ics. This point is most important. 


1 havc sent my vıews ın Urdu to the *'Manshoor” 

1 hope you have fully recovcKd hy this time. 

With kindest regards. 

Yours sinoerely, 
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S. M. Za(iqi 



Mount PJeasant Road, 
Malabar HilI, 

Bombay. 

23 rd August, 1943. 


Dear Mr. Zauqi, 

Many thanks for your letter of sympathy and kînd enquiries and 1 am glad to teli 
you that I have fortunately escaped and I am almost alright. 

1 have read with great interest the conlnbution that you have sent to Manshoor. 

1 was sorry to hear that you were uot we]l and do hope that you will soon be al¬ 
right. 


VVith kind regards. 


Yours sİDcerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 


« * ♦ 


Doon House, 

Lilly Roadp 
Karachi-4. 

27th September, J947 


Dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

I have comc here from A>nıer. From there 1 sent you a letter about a month back 
but, 1 am aure, you never got it, as 1 kno\v the treatment Pakistan letters receive at the 
hands of the postal Hindu stafT there. Bul that letter was on a dılferent subğect. 

Here l sımply want to touch fainlty on another subject of vital importance. 

War is bad very baJ, specially ın the casc of the ncwly bom child not yet upon 
ıts legs. No one lıkes it and no nation goes ınto it wjJlingly. Butcircumstances sometimes 
foroc jt and a nation has to undertake ıt howevcr reluctantly it be. If similar circumstances 
arise here and it be forced upon us, what shouid be our attıtude? If we have to choose 
between an honourable death and a disgraceful death what shouid be our choicc? There 
can only be one answer to ıt for a sclf-respectıng nation. At any rate, we have to remain 
prepared for ali emergencies. To me ît appears to be more Important than even the refügee 
problem. I happen to be an optimist by nature and have witnessed a numbor of times how 



God comes in when human efforts fail. Wc have morc than enough material at our commaad. 
Wc have simply to utiUse it. For that purpose, we want a rclJablc mîlitary expeTt, trained 
organiscr and CKpcrjenoed tactician but a man from amongst us. We do not wclcome a war 
but the best way to avoid it is to kcep prcparcd for it. İt will solve soms other knotty questions 
as welJ. In that conncction, I also feci the necessity of Iceeping a very closc eye on some 
of tho ''refugecs'’ and also sonte of our own State officials. 1 think 1 should say no more. 


Praying God for Divine Help. 


Yours slncerely, 
S. M. Zauqi. 


• • * 

ZUUDDIN AHMAD, DR. SIR 


Müslim University, 

Aiigarhp 

Apnl 23, 1942. 


My dcar Mr. Jinnah, 

The Court of this Univcrsity at its last mceting held on the 12th April, 1942, has 
authorised me to Ukc neccssary sleps for the conferment of an Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Laws on any date ihat may bc convcnîent to you. Wıll you please Ict me know 
what time will bc convenient to you so that 1 may take neccssary steps. 


Youri sincerely, 
Zıauddin Ahmcd. 


Müslim University, 
Aligarh. 

September 30, 1942. 


My dear Mr. Jinnah, 


I am sorry that I did not have the opportunity to meet you in Delhi. You weıc 
busy in the hrst woek. I went twice lo your house, but you werB engaged and myself Teli 
ili during the last four days of my stay so much so that 1 had to deliver my speech on ihe 
Khaksır question wiıh a tempeıature of 102. There wer9 several points I wanted to discuss 
with you. 



I sent you a letter on the 23rd April, 1942j a copy of which is encloscd herdin for 
ready rtference, and I sf^oke to you personally. I will have to lay your reply bsfore the next 
meeting of the Executive Council. We want some notice for holding the Special Convocation. 
You may please let me know the time that may be most convenient to you. 


Youf^ sinoerely, 
Ziauddin Ahmed, 



* 



10, Aurangzeb Road, 
New Delhi. 

4th Octobcr, 1942. 


Dear Dr. Sir Ziauddin, 

1 am in receipt of your letter of the 30th September and while I am thankful to 
the Coıırt of the Müslim University, Aligrah, for having dccided to confer an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Laws on me and whilc I appreciate very much indeed the spirit which 
has actuated the Court to take this decısion, I have, most reluctantly, to say that I have 
lived as plain Mr. Jinnah and I hope to die as plain Mr. Jinnah. 1 am very much avarse to 
any title or honours and I wiU be morc happy if there was no prefîx lo my name. 

1 tl'ccreforc hopc that Ihc court will indeferencc to my feelings and sentiments, be 
good enough to recoıısider their decision although 1 fully realıse that no greater honour 
can be done to a man than what is proposed to be conferred upon me by the Court of the 
Müslim Univenıty. 


Yours sinoerely, 
M. A. Jinnah. 




* 


Müslim University, 
Aligarh. 

Decembcr 3, 1942. 


My dear Mr Jinnah, 

1 laid your letter of the 4th Octobcr, 1942, before the Executıve Council and the 



Council unanimoıısly askcd me to reqııest you to reconsider your decision. Y our non- 
acceptancc will bc a great disappomtment. The inciusion of your name among the recipients 
of honorary degree will be a great honour to the University. 


Yours sincerelyp 
Ziauddin Ahmed. 






6th January, ]943. 


Dear Sir Ziauddin, 

Many thanks for your Ictter of the 3rd of December, 1942. As requested by you 
on behalf of the £xecutive Council to reconsider my decision» 1 have again thought över 
the matter in deference to their wishes and 1 can only say that I am unable to accept the 
great honour that the Council proposes toconfer uponme. İt is not that 1 do not appreciate 
the feelings behınd it, but there are varlous reasons and I have reluctantly to say that really 
I am unable to concede to this well-meant request. 

Please convey my deepest thanks and appreciation of the decisionof the £xecutive 
Council to confer upon me this great honour. I hope, however, that the Council will not 
misunderstand me for the conrIusion that I have come to so ıınwillingly. 


Yours sincerely. 


M. A. JinnnlL 



Biographicftl Notcs 

f 

ABBAS KHAN: A Minister in Dr. Khan Saheb’s Ministry in NWFP till 1945; Joincd 
Müslim League in November 1945. 

ABDUL AZIZ, S YED: A Müslim Lcagııer from Patna; organized the Patna Session of 
the All'lndıa Müslim League, 1938; Minister »n ihe Nizam's Government in Hyder- 
abad Deccan. 

ABDUL HAMID KHAN BHASHANI, MAULANA; Presıdent of the Assam Provin- 
cıal Müslim Lcague; a Champion of peasant causes m Bengal and Assam; made 
a signıfîcant contnbution during Sylhet referendum in Julv J947; joined Awami 
Leage and later Icft it; formed National Asamı Party of which he was the 
Prcsidcnt. 

ABDUL HAQ, Moulvi: Commonly knovvnas Baba-e-Urdu; devoted his life to the pro- 
tection and promotion of Urdu; founder Anjuman Tarraqi-e-Urdu; a great LTrdu 
litteratcur. and critic; Founder of Urdu Colicge, Karachı. 

ABDUL MATIN CHOWDHRY: D^puty Presidcnt of Assam Legıslativc Asscnıbly, 
1933; Vıce-President of All-fndia Müslim League 1933-36; pursuaded Quaid-e- 
Azam Mohammad Alı Jınnah to return to Tndia from England in 1932; Minister 
Assam Government 1943; Member of AfMndia Müslim League Councıl; Mcmbcr. 
All-India Müslim League VVorkıng Commıttee. 

ADDUS SALAM KHURSHID: A student Icadeı of the Punjab; laler a nesvspapcr 
cojumnisi and Chairman, Department of Joumaîism, Unıversıty of the Puıyab. 

AGA KHAN IIL H. H.; (Sir Sultan Mohammad Shah). A spıritual leader of the Ismaıli 
communıty and a great phılanthropist; hclped in collccling huge funds for the 
Müslim Uuıversity, Aligrah, Icd Simla Depulation to Lord Minto in 1906; perma- 
n^ni PresıdcJit of All-Tndia Müslim League 1909-14; one of ıhe most senior statesmen 
and was m Lİose touch vvıth .S^r Syed Ahmad Khan; presided över the All-Tndıa 
Müslim Confercncc ın 1928; led the Müslim delegation at the Round Tablc Con- 
ference held in F.nndon from 1930-32; Prcsidcnt of the General Assembly of the 
League of Nations in 1937 and welcomed Egypt, Iraq,Turkey and other Müslim 
nations into the l^eagııe of Nalions; a great admırer of Ihe Quaid e-Azam and lent 
hini full support m the Muslini struggle for freedom; dicd in 1957. 

ALTAF HUSAİN: A prominenl Müslim joumsliasi: Editör of Dawn 1945-1965; Federal 
Minister for Industries 1965-68. 


AURANGZEB KHAN, SARDAR MOHD; Memb-.-r, Provıncial Legislativû Assembly 
of NWFP; Member, AlMndia Müslim League Working Committee, 1941; Chief 
Minister of N.W.F.P. 1943. 
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AZADı ABUL KALAM: Prcsident, Tndian National Congress 1939-1946; Member, 
Interim Govemment of India 1946-47; Indian Education Ministcr 1947-1958; 

an eminent Müslim scholar. 

BARKAT ALİ,MALIK: ApromincntMusIimlcaguerof thcPımjab;Mcmber,Punjab Lc- 
gisJativc Assembly 1937; Member, AIMndia Müslim League Working Committee. 

BANDE ALI, MIR; A promincnt Müslim Leaguer frcm Sind; Minister in Sind Govern¬ 
ment. 

BOSE, SUBHAS CHANDRA; Presîdent, İndİan National Congress 1937-1938; 
founded Fonvard Bloc; cscapcd to Gcmany during World War II; organized Indian 
National Army. 

CABINET MISSION. Compprising Lord Pcthick-Lawreııce, Sccretary of State for India; 
Sir Stafford CHpps, Sccretary, Board of Trade; and A. V. AIcxander, Sccretary 
for Dcfcncc; came to India in March 1946 to work out a permanent solution to the 
Indian constitulional problem; author of ihe Cabinel Mıssion Plan of May 16, 
1946. 

CHATTARI, NAWAB OF: (Ahmad Saeed). Prime Ministcr, Hyderabad Deccan 1941-46 
Govcmor of U. P. (India); joincd Müslim League 1937. 

CHELMSFORD, LORD: Viccroy of India 1916-1921. 

CHUNDRIGAR. i. i.: Elccted to the Bombay LegisJative Assembly ajıd became Deputy 
Lcader of the Müslim League Party in 1938; President of the Bombay Provincial 
Müslim League 1940-45; nıcmbcr, All-India Müslim League Working Committee; 
Member for Commerce in the inlerim Government of India 1946-47; Minister 
for Commcrcc, Industries and Works in the first Pakistan Cabinet, 1947-48; Am- 
^ssador to Afghanistan 1948; Govcmor of N.W.F.P 1950; Govcmor of the Pun- 
jah 1951; Law Minister in the Central Cabinet 1955; Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Ociober-Dcccmbcr, 1957. 

CHURCHILL, THE RT. HON’BLE WINSTON S: British Prime Minister 1941-45, 
1952-56. 


DAVID LLOYD GEORÜE, RT. HON’BLE: British Prime Miniler during the First 
WuTld War. 

FAZL-I-HUSAIN, SIR: Member, Viceroy's £xecutive Council; organized Unionist 
Party in the Punjab. 1936 

FAZLUL HUQUE, A, K-; An eminent polîtical leadcr of Bengal; eleeted to the 
İndİan Legi&iative Assembly in 1936; onc of the signatoHes to the Luclcnow Pact; 
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elected Mayor of Calcutta in 1935; Chicf Minister of Bengal 1937-43; Member, 
All-fndia Müslim League Working Committee 1938-41; moved historic Pakistan 
Resolution in 1940; expelled from the Müslim League in 1941; Advocate-General, 
East Pakistan 1948; Chief Minister of East Pakistan heading the United Front 
ministry 1954; Minister of Interior in the Central Cabinet 1955; Govemor of East 
Pakistan 1956-58. 

GANDHI M. K.: Also known as Mahatma; ieader of the nationalist movement in 
India since 1920; basically a Champion of Hindu cause; assassınated 1948. 

GARDINAR, MAJÖR W. H.: Member of Brîtîsh Parliament 1941; 

GRACY, GENERAL SIR DOUGLAS: First Commander-in-Chief of the Pakistan Army. 

HAROON, SIR ABDULLAH; A prominent businessman and great phılanthropist; 
President of the Sind Provincıal Müslim League and a member of All-India Mushm 
League Working Committee; member of the Indian Legislative Assembly 1926; 
played a distinguİshed role for the separaUon of Sind from Bombay; Chairman 
of the Foreign Sub-committee of the All-India Maslim League; sponsored a re¬ 
solution for the partition of India into ıwo Federations, onc for MusUms and the 
other for non-Muslim group in the Sind Provmcial Confcrences in 1938, 

HaSHAM PREMII: Chairman of Müslim Chamber of Commerce, Bombay; a leading 
businessman. 

HAŞAN AHMAD; One of the sponsors of Dawn Weçkly. 

IQBAL, DR. SIR MOHAMMAD: Spiritual founder of Pakistan; a most dıstinguıshed 
poct-philosopher oF the subconıinenl. presided 21st session of All-India Müslim 
League, Allahabad, 1930 demanding an independent Müslim State; author of scveral 
poetıc works, Asrar-o-Ramuz, Payanı-e-Mashhg ete. and The Reconstruction 
ofReligioııs Thought in h!am\ attended Round Table Conference held in London 
from 1930-32. 

IRW1N, LORD: Vıceroy of India 1926-31. 

lAYAKAR, M R.: A prominent leadcr of Home Rule League 1917:20; önce prominent 
m the Coııgress and later Hindu Nationalist Party, 

KHALIQUZZAMAN, CH.: Leadcr of the Müslim League Party in the U.P. Assembly 
1937-47; Member, Working CoramUtec of AII-India Müslim League; Convener 
and President, Pakistan Muslim League 1948-50; Govemor of East Pakistan 1953; 
Ambassador to Indunesia and Phdippine 1954. 

KALAT, H. H. THE KHAN OF; Ruler of Kalat State tül (948; declarcd independence 
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of his süte on August 15, 1947; signed merger documents with Pakistan on March 
30, 1948; Govcmor of Baluchistan 1976-77. 

KHIZER HAYAT KHAN TIWANA, SIR: Unîonıst leader in the Punjab; Prime Minis- 
tcr of the Punjab 1942-47. 

KHEIRI, ABDUS SATTAR: Professor at Alîgarh Müslim University. 

KHURO, M. A.: M.L.A. (Sind) 1937; Member, Workin6 Committee of All-India Müslim 
Leaguc 1942; Revenue Minister Sind 1942-44; Chief Minister Sind 1947-48; Defence 
Minister in Central Cabinet 1957. 

LATİF, DR. S.A ; He came out with a seheme in 1939 proposing numcrous blocks, 
four of which wouId be Müslim: the North-West block, the North-East block, 
Delhi-Lucknow block and the Deccan block—allbased on Müslim cultural homo- 
geneity; He also suggested an exclıange of population; Was Professor in the Usmania 
University, Hyderabad Deccan. 

LINLlTHGOW, LORD. Viceroy of India 1936-43. 

LUMLEY, SIR ROGER: Govemor of Bombay in early forties. 

MacDONALD, RT. HON'BLE RAMSAYr Sccretary of State for Tndia who announced 
the Communa) Award in 1932. 


MASHRigr, ALLAMA INAYATULLAH KHAN: Leader of the Khaksar Tehrik; 
lor sometime Under-Secrelary of Education. Government of India; aulhor of 
Tazkiro, 


MİRZA İsmail, SIR: Diwan of Mysore State and laîer oF Hyderabad Deccan. 

MOHAMMAD AKRAM KHAN; MAULANA: Editör, Azad (Dengali); President, 
Bengal Müslim Leaguc 1941-47; Member, Working Committee of All-India Müs¬ 
lim Lengue; Member, Constıtuent Assembly of Pakistan. 

NAICKER, E. V. RAMASWAMI (sec also Ramaswami E. V.): Leader of the Juslice 
Parly in South India; a leading organiser of non-Brahmıns. 

NAWAB BAHADUR YAR JUNG: An cloquent speaker and oralor; Leadei of Majlis- 
e-Ulihadul Muslimecn, Hyderabad Deccan; President, All-India States Müslim 
Lcague tili his death in June 1944. 


NEHRU, PANDIT JAWAHARLAL: President, Indian National Congress 1935-37, 


1946; Member, Interi 


II 


Govenu 


ent of India 1946-47; First Prime Minister of India 


1947-64. 
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^UDDIN, KHAWAJA: Prime !*«■« PWWİ 

Committce of AIHndia MüSÜm Lcaguc; Dcptrty Leaı^, 

Central Ugislature 1946-17; Chkf Minislcr of Eaat PakısUıı i947At; 

General of PakisUn 1948-51; Prime Mini^r of Pakistan 1951-53; PmMkııt Pük 

istan Müslim League 1952-54, 1962-64, 

OLS, BEVERLY: British joumaJist; author of Verdict on India. 


nizam of DECCAN: Ruler of Hyderabad Sute. 


ı^IR OF MANKI SHARIF: A rcJigîous leader of N.W.F.P. vvho took aciive part in thc 
referendom of 1947 in the province. 


QAYYUM KHAN^, ABDUL: Dcputy Leader, Congress Party in the Central Legis/atııre 
tıll 1945, joined Müslim League 1945; Leader of Opposition in N.W.F.P. Assemb/y 
1946-47; Chief Minister of N.W.F.P. 1947-53; Minisfer in thc Central Cabinet 
1953-54; President, Pakistan Müslim League 1958; Minister in the Central Cabinet 
1972-77. 


RAGHfB AHSAN: A Müslim leader from Bengal; ediloı, '‘Star"' AUahabad. 

RAJAGOPALACHARI, C: Prime Minister of Madras 1937-39; Member, Working Com- 
mıtıee of Indıan National Congress; Pıesident, İndian National Congress; Member, 
inlerim Government of India 1946-47; Govemor of Wcst Bengal 1947-48; 
Govçmor-GcncrdI of India 1949-51. 

RAJENDRA PRASAD, DR: Member, Working Committce of Indıan National Congress; 
Speaker, Central Legislature; Member, Interim Government of ^India J 946-47; 
First President of India 1951-62. 

RASHID AHMAD MOULAI: A Müslim leader of Palna. 

SAPRU, SIR TEJ BAHADUR; A prominent lavvyer; Law Member, Viceroy’s Executivc 
Council- 1920-23. 

SHAHEED SUHRAWARDY: Minister, Bengal 1943-45; Prime Minister of Bengal 
1946-47; organi/ed ihe first Opposition Party in Pakistan 1949, Minister in Central 
Cabinet 1944-45; Leader of thc Opposition 1955-56; Prime Minister of Pakistan 
1956-.S7. 

SHAH NAWAZ, BEGÜM: A prominent wöman leader of ihe Punjab; shc attended 
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thc fîrst Round Table Conference in London in 1930; Member of fhe Punjab Legis- 
lative Assembly and member of the All-India Müslim League Coııncil; took lead- 
ing part in the agitation against the Unionist Government of the Punjab in 1947; 
Member of the first Constıluent Assemblj' of Pakistan 1947-53 and of the Basic 
Principles Coramittce. 

SHAMSUL HASSAN: Office Secrelary, All-India Müslim League, Delhi. 

THARIANI, A. M.: A busînessman of Bombay. 

TRUMAN, H: President of thc United State» of America 1945-52. 

VlTHALBHAI J. PATEL: Member, Indian Lcgislaturc; Speaker of thc Central Legis- 
laturc; borther of Vallabhbhai Patel. 

WAVELL. LORD: Viceroy of India 1943-46. 

WAZTR HAŞAN, SYED; General Secretary, AIMndia Müslim League 1913; along- 
wîlh Maulana Mohammad Ali induced Jinnah to join Müslim League in 1913; Pre- 
sıdcnt of thc Bombay session of AII-Tndia MusÜm League 1936; Chief Jııstice, 
Lucknow Chief Court. 

YAKUB, MOHAMMAD (Sir); Member of thc Council of State; member of various 
important ofhcial coıumıttees. 

ZAIfUR AHMAD: At ono time General Secretary of All-India Müslim League; Member, 
U.P. Icgislativc Assembly from Allahabad. 

ZAFARUL MÜLK: A prominenf seholar, writcr and socİal worker of Lucknovv. 

ZAUQT, S.M.: A Müslim jounuılist from Sind. 

ZIAUDDIN AHMAD, DR. SIR: A renowncd Müslim Malhematıcian and educationist; 
Vicc-Chancclior o( Aligarh Müslim University tÜl 1947; Member of Central Legis- 
lature; played an important role for the cause of Müslim inTeresfs. 
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